
2022

4608



VENTURA COUNTY

BUILDING CODE (VCBC)

2022 EDITION

Ventura County Ordinance

Compiled by

THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

West Countv

800 South Victoria Avenue,
Ventura, CA 93009
(80s) 654-2771

East County

3855-F Alamo Street, Rm. 2019-A
Simi Valley, CA 93065
(805) 582-8064

1



The Ventura County Building Code, as shown herewith, is a
compilation of the following ordinances adopted by the Ventura
County Board of Supervisors.

Ordinance no. Effective date

3773 June 19,1986

3778 July 31,1986

3904 August ll, 1989

4002 August 14,1992

4130 'hnel2,l997

4188 July 15,1999

4274 December 5,2002

4369 January 1,2008

4422 January 1,2011

4456 January 9,2014

4496 January 1,2017

4548 January 1,2020

LTL'9 January 1,2023

2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ARTICLE 1 .- ADOPTION OF THE VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE
Chapter l---Adoption of State Codes, Appendices, and Amendments 5

ARTICLE 2 -AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE
Chapter l--Amendments to CBC Chapter I, Division II, Scope and Administration
Chapter 2--Amendments to CBC Chapter 2, Definitions ............31

Chapters 3--Amendments to CBC Chapter 3 (None) JJ

Chapter 4-Amendments to CBC Chapter 4, Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use ......................34

Chapters 5 thru 7-Amendments to CBC Chapters 5 thru 7 (None) 36

Chapter 7A--Amendments to CBC Chapter 7A, Construction in Fire Zones 37

Chapters 8 thru l4-Amendments to CBC Chapters 8 thru 14 (None)......'.... ....'....'...'...'.......40

Chapter l5--Amendments to CBC Chapter 15, Roofs ................41

Chapter 16-Amendments to CBC Chapter 16, Structural Design .42

Chapter l7--Amendments to CBC Chapter 17, Structural Tests and Special Inspections (None)................48

Chapter l8-Amendments to CBC Chapter 18, Soils and Foundations.'........'......" ..'......-----.-49

Chapters l9 thru 30--Amendments to CBC Chapters l9 thru 30 (None)...... ..........."'............53

9

Chapter 3l-Amendments to CBC Chapter 31, Special Construction.
Chapters 32 thru 35--Amendments to CBC Chapter 32 thru 35, (None)
Appendix J--Amendments to CBC Appendix J, Grading.....
Appendix P-Amendments to CBC Appendix P, Emergency Housing

ARTICLE 3 _AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE
Chapter 1--Amendments to CRC Chapter l, Division II, Administration
Chapter 2--Amendments to CRC Chapter 2 (None)............
Chapter 3--Amendments to CRC Chapter 3, Building Planning
Chapter 4--Amendments to CRC Chapter 4, Foundations ....................

Chapter 5 thru 7--Amendments to CRC Chapters 5 thru 7 (None)

Chapter 8---Amendments to CRC Chapter 8, Roof-Ceiling Construction
Chapter 9---Amendments to CRC Chapter 9, Roof Assemblies
Chapter l0--Amendments to CRC Chapter 10, Chimneys and Fireplaces.

Appendix AZ-Amendments to CRC Appendix AZ, Emergency Housing 100

ARTICLE 4 _AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE
CEC Article 89---Amendments to CEC Article 89, General Code Provisions 101

CEC Article 90-Amendments to CEC Article 90, Introduction .....'........... ....'..'.""....'......101
Chapter I thru 9-Amendments to CEC Chapters I thru 9 (None)..'...'..' ......103

ARTICLE 5 -AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to CMC Chapter I, Administrative Provisions -....' 104

Chapter 2 thru l7-Amendments to CMC Chapters 2Ihtu 17 (None) 113

ARTICLE 6 -AMENDEMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to CPC Chapter l, Administrative Provisions 114

Chapter 2-Amendments to CPC Chapters 2, Definitions .....-.-123

Chapter 3-Amendments to CPC Chapter 3, General Regulations ..'.."....'....124
Chapters 4 and 5-Amendments to CPC Chapters 4 and 5 (None) 't2s

Chapter 6-Amendments to CPC Chapter 6, Water Supply and Distribution "............... '---.126
Chapter 7-Amendments to CPC Chapter 7 Sanitary Drainage....... ......-'.'---.127

Chapter 8 thru l7-Amendments to CPC Chapters 8 thru 17 (None) t29
Appendix H---Amendments to CPC Appendix H, Private Sewage Disposal Systems

54
56
57
87

88
89
90
94
96
97
98
99

3

130



ARTICLE 7 _ AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to CEC Sub-Chapter l, General Provisions 144

Chapter 2 thru 9-Amendments to CEC Sub-Chapters 2 thru 9 (None)........... .'......'........... 145

ARTICLE 8 -AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to Chapter 8-l
Chapter 2 thru l0-Amendments to Chapters 8-2 thru 8-10 (None)

ARTICLE 9 -AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to CEBC Chapter l, Administration ..........148

Chapter 2 thru 16-Amendments to CEBC Chapters 2 thru 16 (None)........... .........'..."......149

ARTICLE IO_AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to CGBC Chapter 1, Administration.................
Chapter 2-Amendments to CGBC Chapter 2, Definitions
Chapter 3-Amendments to CGBC Chapter 3 (None) ts2
Chapter 4-Amendments to CGBC Chapter 4, Residential Mandatory Measures 153

Chapter 5-Amendments to CGBC Chapter 5, Non-Residential Mandatory Measures .. .'... 154

Chapters 6 thru 8-Amendments to CGBC Chapters 6 thru 8 (None)

ARTICLE T1-AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
Chapter l-Amendments to IPMC Chapter 1, Scope and Administration r56

Chapter 2-Amendments to IPMC Chapter 2, Definitions .......157

Chapter 3---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 3, General Requirements ts8
Chapter 4---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 4,Light, Ventilation and Occupancy Limitations .................160
Chapter 5---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 5, Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Requirements..................l6l
Chapter 6---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 6, Mechanical and Electrical Requirements r62
Chapter 7---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 7, Fire Safety Requirements .....' 163

Chapter 8---Amendments to IPMC Chapter 8, Referenced Standards (None)........... ........-'.164
Appendix A-Amendments to IPMC Appendix A, Boarding Standard........ ....................... 165

ARTICLE 12 _AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE
Chapter l---Amendments to ISPSC Chapter I, Scope and Administration 166

Chapters 2 and 3--Amendments to ISPSC Chapters 2 and3 (None).......... ........................'167
Chapters 4 thru 6--Amendments to ISPSC Chapters 4 thru 6 (Not adopted) ....................... 168

Chapters 7 thru 11---Amendments to ISPSC Chapters 7 thru I I (None) 169

ARTICLE 13 _ MOBILE HOMES AND COMMERCIAL COACHES

t46
147

........150

........ I 5 I

155

Chapter l-Scope
Chapter 2-Definitions
Chapter 3---Installation Permit Required .....'......172
Chapter 4---Special Requirements for Commercial Coaches.... ...'.....'.'....'.....173
Chapter 5--Requirements in Fire Hazard Severity Zones 174

Chapter 6--substandard or Dangerous Mobile Homes and Commercial Coaches. 175

Chapter 7---Recreational Vehicles .........'....-.......176

ARTICLE 14 -. POST-DISASTER RECOVERY AND RECONSTRUCTION
Chapter l-Scope and App1ication.................... ..'.............'......177

Chapter 3---Post-Disaster Safety Assessment Placards and Security.. .'."'..'...180
Chapter 4---Post-Disaster Abatement..................... ........"'..."... l8l
Chapter 5---Disaster Repair and Reconstruction 184

ARTICLE 15 -LIMITED.DENSITY OWNER-BUILT RURAL DWELLINGS
Section 101--Construction, Use and Occupancy of Limited-Density Owner-Built Rural Dwellings........l86

4

170
171



+lr 0gORDINANCENO

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF VENTURA UPDATING THE VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE
AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE MOST CURRENT EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING STATE
BUILDING STANDARDS CODES AND INTERNATIONAL MODEL CODES, WITH CERTAIN APPENDICES,
TOGETHER WITH AMENDMENTS THERETO: CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE; CALIFORNIA
RESIDENTIAL CODE, CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE;
CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE; CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE; CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING
CODE; CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE; CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE;
AND THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE AND INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING
POOL AND SPA CODE.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Ventura ordains as follows:

ARTICLE 1

ADOPTION OF THE
VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE

CHAPTER 1

ADOPTTON OF STATE CODES, APPENDICES,
AND AMENDMENTS

SECTION 101

VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE DEFINED

101.1 Etements. The Ventura County Building Code contained herein is comprised of the elements described in
sections I0l.l.l through 101.1.4. Taken together, the California codes, appendices, moful codes, and amendments

described below constitute the Ventura County Building Code (Code)

101.1J California codes. The following parts of the 2022 California Building Standards Code known as

Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, including the model codes adopted therein by reference, are
hereby made a part of the Ventura County Building Code:

Part 2. The 2022 California Building Code (based on the 2021 International Building
Code, published by the International Code Council)

Part 2.5. The 2022 California Residential Code (based on the 2021 International
Residential Code, published by the International Code Council)
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Part 3. The 2022 California Electrical Code (based on the 2020 National Electrical Code,

published by the National Fire Protection Association)

Part 4. The 2022 California Mechanical Code (based on the 2021 Uniform Mechanical
Code, published by the Internalional Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials)

Part 5. The 2022 California Plumbing Code (based on the 2021 Unrfurm Plumbing Code,

published by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials)

Part 6. The 2022 California Energt Code

Part 8. The 2022 California Historical Building Code

Part 10. The 2022 Calilornia Existing Building Code

Part I L The 2022 California Green Building Standards Code

Part 12. The 2022 California ReferencedStandards Code

101.1.2 Appendices. The following Appendices found in the 2022 Califurnia Building Standards Code are
hereby adopted and made a part ofthe Ventura County Building Code:

a) Appendices of the California Building Code
Appendix C, Agricultural Buildings
Appendix F, Rodent Proofing
Appendix I, Patio Covers
Appendix J, Grading
Appendix P, Emergency Housing

b) Appendices of the California Residential Code:
Appendix AF, Radon Control
Appendix AH, Patio Covers
Appendix AQ, Tiny Houses
A ppe ndix AS, Straw b ale C onstruct i on
Appendix AW, 3 D-Printed Building Construction
Appendix AX, Swimming Pool Safety Act
Appendix AZ, Emergency Housing

c) Appendices of the California Mechanical Code:
Appendix B, Procedures to Place Gas Equipment in Operation
Appendix C, Installation and Testing of Oil Fuel-Fired Equipment
Appendix D, Fuel Supply: Manufactured/Mobile Home Parks

d) Appendices of the Califurnia Plumbing Code:
Appendix A, Recommended Rules for Sizing Water Supply
Appendix B, Notes on Combination Waste and Vent Systems

Appendix D, Sizing Storm Water Drainage Systems

Appendix H, Private Sewage Disposal Systems

Appendix I, Installation Standards
Appendix J, Combination of Indoor and Outdoor Combustion and Ventilation

Opening Design

e) Appendices of the California Existing Building Code:
Appendix AI, Seismic Strengtheningfor URM Buildings
Appendix A2, Earthquake Hazard Reduction in Existing Concrete and Masonry

Buildings w ith Flexible Diaphragms
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Appendix A3, Prescriptive Provisionsfor Seismic Strengthening of Cripple Walls

and Sill Plates of Light lVood-Framed Residential Buildings
Appendix A4, Earthquake Risk Reduction in Wood-Frame Residential Buildings
with Sofl, Weah or Open Front Walls
Appendix A5, Referenced Standards

fl Appendices of the California Green Building Standards Code:
Appendix 44, Residential Voluntary Measures
Appendix A5, Non-Residential Voluntary Measures

101.1.3 Model codes. The following model codes are hereby adopted and made a part of the Ventura County

Building Code:

a) The 2021 International Property Maintenance Code (including Appendix A)

b) The 2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (for private residential swimming pools
and spas only)

101.1.4 Amendments. The Ventura County amendments to the above referenced codes are herein adopted

and made a part of the Ventura Counly Building Code. Ventura County amendments to the California
Building Standards Code andthe other adopted model codes arefound in Articles 2 through 15 ofthis Code.

These amendments include stand-alone provisions for special structures, such as Mobile Homes and

Commercial Coaches (Article 13) and Limited-Density Owner-Built Rural Dwellings (Article 15). The

amendments also inclufu adminislrative provisions for Post-Disaster Recovery and Reconstruction (Article
t 4).

For clarity ofuse of this Code, each of the amended sections are prefacedwith a statement indicalingwhether
the section represents an amendment, an addition, or a deletion to the language in the referenced adopted

code. Ihhere no such indication is made for a section or subsection, it is intended that the section(s) or
sub s e ct i o n (s) t hat fo I I ow ar e ado pt e d and fo I I ow e d.

In order to distinguish the amendments in the Ventura County Building Code from the language in the model
codes and the California codes, the Ventura County amendments have been shown in italicizedfont.

t0l.2Sectionnumberingsystemforcodeamendments. Tofacilitatecross-referencingamendmentswiththeadopted
State codes, the amended sections have been numbered using the same section numbers used in the State codes. Thus

"Article 3, Chapter 7A Section 704A" in this Code amends and supersedes Chapter 7A, Section 704A as published in

the California Building Code.

Generally, eqch numbered section or subsection ofthe adopted codes is deemed to be separate and distinctfrom the

other sections and subsections for the purposes of amendment. An amendment to one subsection changes only that

portion and does not, by omission of the other subsections, amend or delete any part of them.

lhhere the amendment involves adding a new section or subsection that does not exist, the new sectionwillfollow the

sequential numbering system in the State code to correspondwith the other sections.

SECTION 102
ADMINISTRATION

102.1 Administration. The administrative andenforcement provisionsfrom each of the codes lhat comprise the

Ventura County Building Code are contained in the Administrative Chapters of each of the respective referenced
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codes. Iyhere administrative and enforcement provisions are nol included in the referenced codes, such as the

Califurnia Energt Code, then the administrative and enforcement provisions contained in Article 2 of this Code, shall

apply.

SECTION 103

FILING WITH THE CLERK OF THE BOARD

103.1 Filing with the Cle* of the Bourd. Not less than one (I) certified copy of this Code shall be kept onfile in the

ffice of thiCterk of the Board of Supervisors, and such certified copy of the code shall be kept at that officefor public

iispeciion while this Code is inforce. A copy of each of the referenced State codes and model codes shall be kept in

the ffices of Building Oficialfor inspection by the public.

SECTION 104
COPIES OF CODE FOR SALE TO THE PUBLIC

104.1 Copies of the Codefor sale. Copies of the Ventura County Building Code shall be made available in the ffices
of the niilding Official for examination. Copies of the Code shall be available for purchase by the public at a price

iot to exceedihe'actuai cost thereofto the County plus a reasonable handling charge as established by the Building

Official shall be availablefor purchase depending on the stock on hand'
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ARTICLE' 2
AMENDMENTS TO THE

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (CBC)

(In addition to the amendments in Article 2, the following Building Code Appendices

are adopted in their entirelyfor Ventura County: Appendices C, F, I, J, and P.)

CHAPTER I
AMENDMENTS TO CBC CHAPTER 1, DIVISION II

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

In orfur to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the Building Standards

contained in the Ventura County Building Code (Code), the Scope and Administration provisions of Chapter I,
Division II of the 202 I International Building Code QBC) are hereby adopted in their entirety, eccept as amended

below, and made part of this Code. These provisions supplement the provisions of Chapter I, Division I of the

Califurnia Building Code (CBC). Where a conflict exists between the provisions of Division I and Division II, the

provisions ofDivision I shall take precedence, unless the provision has been expressly amendedherein.

SECTION lOI
GENERAL

Section 101.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
101.1 Title. This ordinance shall be known as the "Ventura County Building Code," may be ciled as such,

and will be referred to herein as "this Code." This ordinance shall adopt certain State and model codes by
reference, together with amendments thereto, as published herein. These referenced codes and amendments

shall have the same force and efecl as dfully set forth herein.

Section 101.4.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
101.4.3 Plumbing. The provisions of the California Plumbing Code shall apply to the installation,
alteration, repair and replacement of plumbing systems, including equipment, appliances, fixtures,
fittings and appurtenances, and where connected to a water or sewage system and all aspects ofa
medical gas system. The provisions of the California Plumbing Code, Appendix 11 shall apply to
private sewage disposal systems.

Section 101.4.5 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
101.4.5 Fire prevention. The provisions of the Califomia Fire Code shall apply to matters affecting
or relating to structures, processes and premises from the hazard offire and explosion arising from
the storage, handling or use of structures, materials or devices; from conditions hazardous to life,
property or public welfare in the occupancy of structures or premises; and from the construction,
extension, repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression and alarm systems or fire hazards in the

structure or on the premises from occupancy or operation. Fire Prevention is governed by Ordinance
No. 3l of the Ventura County Fire Protection District as such ordinance may be amended or
supplemented by the District from time to time.

Section 101.5 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
tLt.5Authority. ThisCodeisadoptedpursuanttothestatutoryauthorityofHealthandSafetyCodeSection
17910 et seq., known as the "State Housing Law." It is further adopted in conformity with the provisions of
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Sections 50022.1 to 50022.10, inclusive, of the Government Code relating to the adoption of codes by

reference.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

Section 102.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
102.1 GeneraL This Code shall appty within all of the unincorporated territory of Ventura County. Whete

there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall

be applicable. Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code speciff different materials, methods

of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.

Section l02.l.l is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
102.1.1 Conflicts. Wherever conflicts occur between the provisions of this Code and the separate

codes adopted by reference hereby, or between different sections within such individaal code or

codes, the most restrictive provisions or lhose which set the highest standard ofhealth and safety

shall govern.

Where conflicts occur between provisions of this Code and olher duly enacted County codes and

ordinances, those provisions becoming law last in time shall govern'

Wherever in this Code reference is made to an appendix, the appendix shall not apply unless

specifically adoPted.

Section 102.1.2 is added fo the Ventura County Building Code:
102.1.2 Severabitity. Ifany article, chapter, section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase ofthese

regulations is for any reason held to be unconslilutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect

the validity ofthe remaining portions ofthese regulations. The Ventura County Board ofSupervisors

hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each article, chapter, section, sub-

section, sentence, clause or phrase lhereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more articles,

chaplers, sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION 103

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Section 103.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
103.1 Continuance of Division. There is hereby continuedwithin the County the "Division of Building and

Sofety,, of the Resowce Management Agency, which division shall be under the administrative and

opemtioial control of the Buitding Oficial designated by the appointing authority. The function of the

ug"n"y shall be the implementation, administration and enforcement of the provisions of this Code

Section 103.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
103.2 Appointment The Building Official shall be appointed by the Director of the Resource

Management AgencY.

Section 103.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of the County and with the concurrence ofthe

Director-of the Resource Management Agency, lfte Building Official shall have the authority to appoint a

deputy nuilding Official, district managers, related technical officers, inspectors, plan examiners, plan check

,igiie"rs, aniother employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the Building Official.

10



SECTION 104

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

Section 104.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
104.1 General. The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of this

Code and ofthe codes adopted by reference hereby. The decision ofthe Building Official in enforcing the

provisions ofthis Code or ofthe codes adopted by reference, or in interpretingthe provisions thereof, or in
exercising the authority delegated thereby shall be final, subject to appeal as provided in this Code. For
such purposes, the Building Official shall have the powers of a law enforcemenl fficer.

The Building Official shall have the authority to render interpretations of this Code and to adopt policies and

procedures in order to clarifu the application ofits provisions. and enforce rules and supplemental regulations

to clarifu the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in
compliance with the intent and purpose of this Code. Such policies and procedures shall not have the effect

of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this Code.

Section 104.5.1 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
104.5.1 Power of citation. Pursuant to the aulhority vested in the Board of Supenisors of the

County of Ventura by California Penal Code section 836.5, the Building Official and certain of his

or her authorized subordinates as hereinafter provided shall have the power of anest without
warrant whenever they have reasonable cause to believe lhat the person to be arrested has

committed in their presence a misdemeanor, misdemeanor/infraction, or infraction, consisting of a

violation of the provisions of this Code or any other ordinance or statute which the Building Official
has a duty to enforce.

The persons who are authorized to make arrests as herein provided shall consist ofthe Building
Oficial and those of his or her subordinates as he or she may from lime to time designate, whose

duties include inspection and enforcement activitiesfor Ventura County.

In any case inwhich a person is arrested pursuant to this section and the person anested does not

demand to be taken before a magistrate, the arresting fficer shall prepare a written notice to

appear and release the person on his or her promise to appear as prescribed by section 853.6 of the

California Penal Code. The provisions of that chapter shall thereafier apply with reference to any
proceeding based upon the issuance of a written notice lo appear pursuant to this section.

Section 104.8.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
104.8.1 Legat defense. Any civil suit instituted against an officer or employee because of an act

performed by that officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of
this Code shall be defended by legal representatives of Ventura County until the final termination
of the proceedings. The Building Official or any subordinate shall not be liable for cost in any

action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance ofthe provisions ofthis Code.

It is the intenl of the Board of Supervisors to establish minimum standards for the protection of the

public health, safety, and welfare. This Code shall not be construed to establish standards of
performance, strength, or durabili4t other than those specified. Neither this Code nor any services

rendered in connection with or pursuant lo its terms by County fficers, inspectors, agents or
employees, is intended nor shall be construed as the basis for any qcpress or implied warranties or
guarantees to any person relative lo or concerning any structure or part, portion, or appurtenance

thereto or thereofconstructed, erected, altered, enlarged, repaired, moved, replaced, or removed
pursuant to this Code or any permits against the County or any of its fficers, inspectors, agents, or
employees because any structure or portion thereof erected, constructed, altered, enlarged,

repaired, moved, replaced, or removed, or any appliances installed, maintained, repaired or
replaced hereunder does not meet the standards prescribed herein, or does not meet any other

standards prescribed elsewhere as to performance, strength, durability or other characteristics.
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This Code shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen lhe responsibility of any person owning,,

operating, or controlling any building or structure for any damages,to pers-ons or property caused

iy aef"is, nor shall thi cide enforiement agency or the County be held as assuming any such

liabiiity by reason of rhe inspeitions authorized by this Code or any permits or certificates of

inspection issued under this Code.

SECTION 105
PERMITS

section 105.1.1 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBC to read as follows:

l05.l.f Annual Maintenance Permits. In lieu of an individual permit for each alteration to an

already-appro ved buildingfixture, system, or other building component, the Building Official may'

upon receipt of the reqiired fee and application, issue an annual maintenance permit to any

authorizei peison, firm, or corporation-regularly engaged in the repair, replacement, or facility
maintenance of miscellaneous building components, including electrical, plumbing, and/or

mechanical system components regulatei by this Code. The annual maintenance permit shall cover

maintenance workwhiih is perfoimed on the specific premises of a non-residential or multi-family

facility and shall entitle the'holder to receive inspections for saidworkwhen required and requested

bY the Permit holder.

Section 105.1.1.1 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

105.1.1.1 Annaal muinienance inspections. The holder of an annual maintenance permit

shall request an inspection by the iounty for all work. Inspections shall be requested and

performed in accoidance with the provisions of Section I 10. I of this Code. Requests for
'iripection 

shall be made in a timely manner, but in no case shall the request be made more

thin I 5 w orking days follow ing the date of completion of the w ork' Failure to request the

required inspeitioi1g constiites grounds for revocation of the Annual Permit, at the

discretion of the Building Official.

Section 105.1.1.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

105.1.1.2 Annuql Maiitenance Permitfees. Annual Maintenance Permit and Inspection
jees shall be calculated based on the County's current adopted Fee Schedule. Fees.for
" 
completed inspeclions shall be bitted by the County to the permit holder in a timely fashion

fotlowing the inspection. Applicable fees shall be paid by the permit holder within 30 days
'of 

the County inioice date."Failure to pay applicable inspectionfees constitutes grounds

for revocation of the Annual Permit.

section 105.1.2 0f the IBC is re-numbered to "section 105.1.1.3" in the vcBC:
105.1.1.3 Annual permit records. The person to whom an Annual Permit is issued shall

keep a detailed record of alterations made under such Annual Permit' The Building Official

shall have access to such records at all times or such records shall be filed with the Building

Official as designated.

Section 105.1.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

105.1.2 permits for smatt agriiultural produce stands. The Building Ofiicial shall issue a building

permitfor small"agriculturil produce slands upon receipt of applicationfor said p^ermit, andwhere

the priduce stand"isfound rcbe in compliance'with the provisions of this section. Small agricultural

produce stands shall meet all ofthe following provisions:

l. A Zoning Clearancefor the produce stand is approved by the Planning Division.

2i. Approvilfor the sali ofagricultural products is obtainedfromthe Environmental

Health Division.
3. Approval from the Environmental Health Division is obtainedfor properties with

septic systems.

4. rie priauce stand is used exclusivelyfor the sale ofagricultural produce only.
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j. The building or structure is located not closer than 30 feet to an adioining

property line, orfrom a building on the same lot' (See Table 602)

6. 'Thi 
Jlo-or area of the building does not exceed 400 square feet and is a single

ttoiy, entirely of conventional light-wood frame structure of type V-B

construction.
7. An area equivalent to at least 65% ofthe area ofthe longest side is lefi open and

unob structe d dur ing busine s s hours.

8. A code complying exit is provided/rom the structure'
g. Fixed or pirtable sanitation facilities are available for use by the employees

within 300feet of the produce sland.

plan review and inspection serttices for small agricultural produce stands shall be required only

forthepurposesofverificationofcompliancewiththeseprovisions.

Section 105.1.2.1 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.1.2.1 Fees for small agricultural produce stands. Except for the required permit

issuance fee, no plan review fee shall be applicable to produce stands qualifuing for
exemption under ihe provisions of this section. A one-hour inspection fee shall be paidfor

afinil inspection toierifu compliance with the applicable provisions of Section 105.1.2.

Section 105.1.2.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.1.2.2 Other permiis. Plumbing, mechanical and electrical permits shall be required

when applicable.

Section 105.1.2.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.1.2.3 ApplicabilityTo other agencies. Nothing herein shall be construed as providing

exemption from the riquirements of any agency other than the Division of Building and

Safety.

Section 105.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:

105.2 ExemPted work

Building: A building permit shall not be required for the following:

2

One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and storage sheds, provided the floor

area doei not exceed 120 square feeland are not more than t5 feet in height above grade,

including patio coyers,playhouses,p layground or athletic equipment, and similar uses tfral

or" o""iirory to detaihed one-and two-family doellings. Similar non-residential and

agricultural sheds are also exemptwhen constructedfurther lhan 60feet awayfrom other

in-residential buitdings on the same parcel that ore larger than 3,000 square feet. lt is

permissible that these stiuctures still be regulated by Section 710A, despite exemption from

a permit.
Finces not over 7 feet high measuredfrom adjacent grade on the side which yields the

greatest height, unless sipporting a surcharge or structural element. See item #5 for
masonry or concrete walls used asfences.

Oil derricks.
Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet 9

inches high.
Block witts and other masonry or concrete walls which are not over 5 feet in height,

measuredfromfinished grade to the top ofwall on the side lhat yields the greatest height,

and retaiiing watts whiih are not over j feet in height, measured from finished grade on

the lower siie, to the top of the wal/, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I,

II or III-A liquids.
Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the tank capacity does not exceed 5,000

gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to l.

J
4

5

6
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7 . platforms,sidewalks, decks, and driveways associatedwith one- and two-family dwellings'

not more than :O inches above grade at any point and not located over any basement or

story below, nor supporting any structure above'

8. painting, pa-pering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops, and similar finish work.

g. Temporary motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery.

10. Window awnings iupported completely by an exterior wall of Group R, Division 3 or

Group U occuiancils when projecting not more than 54 inches nor encroaching into

required Yards'
/1. prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy that are

outside of the scope ofVhapter I of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, as

adoPted herein.
12. Freestanding signs not more than I0 feet in height and not more than 72 square feet in

area andia'll signs not more than 200 square feet in area, when supported by an approved

zone clearance.
13. Residential television and radio antennas and dish antennas not more than 3 feet in

diameter when supported by an approved zone clearance'

I 4. Commercial anten-nas not over t i feet in height, or located not more than I 5 feet above

grade, when supported by an approved zone clearance'

15. Electrolier staidards and Jtag poles not over 35 feet in height when supported by an

approved zone clearance.

16. ieadily removable plastic covered hoop structures without in-ground footings or

foundations that are not more than 12' in height'

17. Agricultural wind generating machin t "rrrpt 
that an electrical or gas permit is required

tf they are connected to a commercial utility'

lg. Detachedonestoryshadecoversforanimarlswhenthecoversarenotover12feetinheighl
above grade and not more than I ,000 square feet of roof area'

19. Shade cloth structures constructed foi nursery or agricultural purposes, not including

service systems.

Electrical:Anelectricalpermitwillnotberequiredforthefollowing:

l. Repairs and maintenance: Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the

connection of approved portable eleCtrical equipment to approved permanently installed

recePtacles.
2. Radio and television transmitting stations: The provisions of this Code shall not apply

to electrical equipment used for radio and television transmissions but do apply to

equipment and wiiing for a power supply and the installations of towers and antennas.

3. Temporary testing-systems: A permit shall not_be required for the installation of any

temporary system .equireO for the testing or servicing of_electrical equipment or apparatus'

4. portabte'mito6 o, oihn, portable appliances energized by means ofa cord or cable having

an attachment plug end n be connicied to an approved receptacle when that cord or cable

is Permitted bY this Code.

5 . Repair o, ,"pio"n*rnt offixed motors, transformers, or approvedfixed appliances of same

lype and rating and in the same location'

6. Tbmporary deTorative lighting energized by cord or cable having an attachment plug end

to be connected to an approved receptacle'

7. Reinstallation ofattacimenl plugreceptacles but not the outlets therefor

g. Replacement ojon ourrrurrint device ofthe same capaci? and in the same location'

g. Repair o, ,rpior"^rnt of electrodes ir transformers of the same size and capacity for
approved signs or qas tube systems'

I 0. Removal of abandoned electrical wiring'
I I. Electricat wiring, devices, appliance or equipment operating at less than 25 volts and nol

capable of supplying more than 50 watts of energy'

I 2. Low-eneigt iiinr1ontrol and signal circuits of Class II and III as defined in this Code'

section 105.2.1 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBC to read as follows:
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105.2.1 Emergency repairs, The Buitding Official is hereby authorized to establish proceduresfor

issuing retroactive permits for work that is necessary to coffect or repair building systems or

components under emergency situations. The Building Official may verbally authorize work to

proceedfor such purposes, with the condition that a standard permit application will be filed once

the emergency has ended. The holders ofsuch emergency permits shall proceed at their own risk

without assurance that the work so accomplished will be approved as conslructed.

Emergency repairs to plumbing, electrical, and mechanical installations may be initiated prior to
obtaining the required permits, provided that such work was urgently necessary, and it was

impractical to obtain the permits prior to commencement of the work. Permits for all such work

shall be obtained as soon as it is practical lo do so.

All construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subiect to inspection by the

Building Oficial to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Code and all such construclion

or work shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved by the

Building Oficial. In addition, certain types of construclion shall have periodic or conlinuous

inspection, as specified in Chapter I7 of this Code.

Section 105.2.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
105.2.2 Public service agencies. A permit shall not be required for the installation, alteration or

repair of equipment for the generation, transmission, distribution or metering of water, wastewdter,

or electrical energy or other related equipment that is under the ownership and control of public

service agencies by established right.

Section 105.2.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.2.3 ll/aiver of permit. The Building Official may, by administrative order, waive permit

requirementsfor workwhich is not inimical to the public health, safety orwelfare, orwhich because

ofits temporary nature or special purpose, does notfall within the purview or inlention ofthis Code.

Section 105.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
105.3 Apptication for permit. To obtain a permit the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a

form furnished for that purpose. Every such application shall:

1. Give such information as may be required by the Building official, county agencies, or
State law.

2. Be accompanied by such plans, diagrams, computations, schedules, specifications, and
other data as may be necessary to determine compliance with this Code and other

applicab le code s, law s, ordinances, rule s, and re gulations.

Section 105.3.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
105.3.2 Expiration of application. An application for which no permit is issued within 360 days

following the date of application shall expire by limitation. Plans, documents, reports, and other

data submittedfor review may thereafier be returned to the applicant or destroyed by the Building
Officiat. Before a permit is issued for the work described on the application, a new permit

application or a written request for an extension shall be submitted to the Building Official. Upon

written request by the applicant, a permit application may be extended by the Building Official

where necessary andfor good cause, for an extended time period that is deemed practical, provided:

I . The project plans and specffications have been updated to reJlect compliance with
any new applicable code provisions that came into effect as a resuh ofan adopted

code change, and

2. The requestfor extension is accompanied by an Application Extension Fee and a

Plan Review Fee as prescribed in the County's adopted Fee Schedulefor review

of any required plan revisions,

15



3. There are no significant changes to the plans or the permit application.

Section 105.5 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
105.5 Expiration of permit. Every permit issued by the Building Official under the provisions of this Code

shall expire by limitation and become null and void if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced

within 12 months afier the permit issuance date, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or

abandonedfor a period of ],80 days or more, at any time afier the work is commenced.

Before suchwork may be recommenced afier expiration, a new or renewed permit shallfirst be obtained to

do so. The fee therefor shall be based upon the valuationfor the work remaining to be inspected and approved

for the project, but such fee shall not exceed 50% of the full permit fee based on the latest adopted Fee

Schedule. Revisions to the original plans and specifications for such unfinished work shall be required to be

made where applicable provisions have changed as a result of a Code update. Such revisions shall be

submittedfor review and approval by the Building Official and pertinent fees paid in accordance with the

County adopted Fee Schedule.

The Building Officiat may, without requiring payment of an additional permit fee, extend the lime for action

by the permittee one or mole times, for good cause, upon wrilten request by the permittee showing that

circumstances beyond the control ofthe permittee have prevented actionfrom being taken. Permit extensions

may be approved by the Building Oficial, in writing, for periods not exceeding 180 days from the permil

extension date.

Demolition permits issuedfor the correction of violations shall expire after 30 days.

Section 105.8 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.8 Permils transferable. Permits required by this Code may be transferredfrom the original permittee to

second parties when legal requirements have been satisfied, when approved by the Building Official, and
when applicablefees have been paid.

Section 105.9 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.9 Votuntary Green Building standards. When approved by the Building Official, new buildings shall

receive expedited plan review processing and the expedited plan review fee shall be waived ifthe applicant

voluntarily conforms to the Tier I or Tier 2 Voluntary Green Building Standards of Title 24, Part ll,
Appendices A4 or A5.

Section 105.9.1 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.9.1 Failure to perform Projects thatfail to comply with the selected Tier under this provision
after receiving expedited plan check processing shall, upon notification by the Building Official,

pay the expedited plan checkfee applicable to the project at the time ofpermit issuance.

Section 105.9.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
105.9.2 Worhload exemption. When the Building Official determines that plan review workload or
stffing levels are such that the acceptance of a plan review under this provision would extend the

plan check turn-around-time for other applications to an unacceptable level, the Building Official
is authorized to suspend the acceptance ofplans under these provisions until plan review workload
or stffing levels are deemed acceptable.

SECTION 107

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

Section 107.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
107.1 Submittal documents. Plans, specifications, engineering calculalions, diagrams, soil investigation

reports, special inspection, and structural obsemation programs, and other data shall constitute the

submittal documents and shall be submitted electronically, except where specifically allowed by the Building
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Officiat to be submitted in paper format. When such plans are not prepared by an architect or engineer, the

diitaing Opcial may reqiire thi applicant submitting such plans or other data to demonstrate that state law

does nit riquire mit *i plans be prepared by a licensed architect or engineer. The Building Official may

require plais, computatiins and ipeiifi"arions to be prepared and designed by an engineer or architect

ticinsed by the state to practice as such even if not required by state law.

Computations, diagrams, schedules, soil reports, geological or geotechnical reports, and other data

sffiiienr to show tie correctness and adequacy of the plans shall be submittedwhen required by the Building

Ofiicial.

section lo7 .2.6 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBC to read as follows:
107 .2.6 Site plan. The Construction Documents submitted in accordance with Section I 07. I of this

Code shall i" orrorponied by a Site Plan, drawn to scale, showing the size and location of all
proposed and existing buildings, structures, and other improvements. The site plan shall also show

the following items:

I. Point of connection to the public or private sewer syslem, water supply system

and all other utilities serving the property.

2. Distances between proposed and existing structures and setback distances from
proposed structures to property lines and slopes

3. Mature oak tree locations with approximate dripline perimeters

4. Established street grades and proposedfinished grades'

5. Drainage courses

6. Location of all recorded easements along with lhe easement descriptions'

When applicable, Site Plans shall also indicate flood hazard areas, Jloodways, and design Jlood
elevatiiis, including finish floor elevations of the lowest habitable floor, or lowest horizontal

structural memberfor coastal high hazard areas (V Zones)'

When required by the Building O/ficial, a survey of the lot shall be performed to assure that a

structure is locatid in accordance with the requirements of this Code, and/or is situatedwith respect

to Mean Sea Level such that it complies with regulations governing construction in flood-prone
areas.

For non-residential buildings and multi-family buildings, the site plan shall include parking and

path of travel identificatioi and references to reJlect compliance with applicable disabled access

provisions ofChaPter I IA or I IB'

Section 107.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:

107.3 Examination of documents. Ilhen documents are required precedent to the issuance of a permit' per

section t 07. I , and those documents have been confirmed, by review, to comply with the requirements of this

Code, rhe Building Oficial shall endorse, or cause to be endorsed, in writing or stamp on the plans and

specifications ,,lFpnOVnO." Such approved plans and spectfications shall not be changed, modified, or

alteredwithout authorizationfrom thi-Building Official, and all workregulated by this Code shall be done

in accordance with lhe approved plans.

The Buitding Oficial may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building or structure before the

entire plansTni spe"iTcirions for the whotle building ot structure have been submitted or approved provided

adeqiate informatioi and detailed statements hwe beenfound complyingwith all pertinent requirements of
this Code. The hotder of such permit shall proceed at his or her own risk without assurance that the permit

for the entire building or slructure will be granted.
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Section 107.3.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
107.3.1 Approval of construction documents. When the Building Official issues a permit, the

construction documents shall be approved, in writing or by stamp, as "APPROVED." One set of
construction documents so reviewed shall be retained by the Building Official, one set shall be made

available to the applicanl and kepl at the site of work and shall be made available for use by the

Building Official during inspections. The approved plans shall be made available to the Ventura

County Tax Assessor's ffice.

Section 107 .3.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
107.3.2 Previous approvals. This Code shall not require changes in the approved construction

documents, construction, or designated occupancy of a structure for which a lawful pemit has been

issued or otherwise lawfully authorized, and the construction of which has been pursued in good

faith and has not been abandoned.

Section 107.3.4.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
107.3.4.1 Deferred submittals. For the purposes of this section, defened submittals are

defined as those portions of the design that are not submitted at the time of the application

and that are to be submitted to the Building Official within a specified period. Defenal of
any submittal items shall have the prior approval of the Building Official. The registered

design professional in responsible charge shall list the deferred submittals on the

construction documents for review by the Building Official.

Documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the registered design

professional in responsible charge who shall review them and forward them to the Building
Official with a notation indicating that the deferred submittal documents have been

reviewed and been found to be in general conformance to the design of the building. The

deferred submittal items shall not be installed until the defened submittal documents have

been approved by the Building Official.

Section 107.5 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
107.5 Retention of construction documents. One set of approved construction documents shall be retained

by the Building Official as required by state or local laws.

Section 107.6 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
107.6 Permit issuance. The application, plans, specifications and other data filed by an applicant for a

permit shall be reviewed by the Building Oficial. Such plans may be reviewed by other departments of the

County to verifu compliance with any applicable laws under their jurisdiction. If the Building Official finds
that the work described in an application for a permil and the plans, specifications, and other data filed
therewith conform to the requirements oflhis Code and other pertinent laws and ordinances, andall required

fees have been paid, he shall issue a permit therefor to the applicant.

Section 107 .6.1is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
107.6.1 Permit denial Except where special building designs or other mitigating measures have

been approved by the Building Official and cooperating fficials of other County agencies, a

building permit may be denied where physical features of a building site are such that a denial of
the building permit is deemed necessary to safeguard life or limb, health, property, or public
welfare. Physical features which justifu the denial of a permit shall include but shall not be limited
to:

I. Precipitous clffi or other nearby vertical land masses of unknown stability.
2. Unstable soils or geologic conditions.
3. Terrainwhich is subject toflooding, inundation, or severe soil erosion.

Section 107.6.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
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107.6.2 Permit restrictions. The issuance ofpermits shall be restrictedto those applicants or their

authorized representatives who are entitled by the regulations and the exemptions in the State

Contractor's License Law, Business and Professions Code, and other applicable statutes to perform

work regulated by this Code.

I. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner who is proposing to

build or improve his or her principal place ofresidence or appurtenances thereto,

provided that all of the following conditions exist:

a. The residence is not intended or offeredfor sale.

b. The homeowner has actually resided in the residence for the I 2-

month period prior to the completion of the work for which the

permits is issued.

2. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner building or improving

structures thereon who subsequently enter into a contract for construction of such

projects with licensed contractors pursuant to Division 3, Chapter 9, of the

Caldornia Business and Professions Code.

3. Tenant Improvement permits may be issued to tenants when authorized by the

building owner for workuithin the tenanl space.

SECTION 108
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

Section 108.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
108.1 General. The Building Official is authorized to issue a permit for temporary structures and temporary

uses. Such permits shall be limited as to time of service but shall not be permitted for more than 180 days.

The Building Official is authorized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.

Temporary structures such as reviewing stands and other miscellaneous structures, sheds, canopies orfences

ur"d 7o, the protection of the public around and in coniunction with construction work may be erected by

special permit from the Building Official for a limited period. Such buildings or structures need not comply

with thi type of construction or fire-resistive time periods required by this Code. Temporary buildings or

structurei shall be completely removed upon the expiration of the time limit stated in the permil'

Contractor's tool houses, construcfion ffice trailers, and similar temporary slructules associatedwith an

active construction project may be placed and kept on the same site as the construction proiect without a

special permitfromlhe Building Official. Temporary construction sheds and construction ofice trailers shall

be completely removedfrom the site in a timely mannerfollowing the completion of the project-

SECTION 109
FEES

Section 109.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
109.2 Schedule of permit fees. Fees for permits, plan review, and related services rendered pursuant to this

Code shall be assessed as setforth in this Code, and in accordance with the latest Fee Schedule as established

by the Ventura County Board ofSupervisors.

Section 109.2,1is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
109.2.1 Plan review fees. When a plan or other data are required to be submittedfor review by the

Building Official, per Section 105.3, a plan review fee shall be paid at the time of submitting plans

and datafor review'
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The plan review fees specified in this section are separate fees from the permit fees and are in

addition to the permitfees.

The amount ofthe plan review fee for the initial submittal ofa "slandard Plan" as defined herein

shall be the fult plan review fee as specified above. The plan review fee for subsequent submittals

of a plan which qualifies as a 'standard PIan" shall be one-half of the initial plan review fee.
,istaidard Plan" is hereby defined as a prototype plan for a building or structure which is to be

utilized at more lhan one site, and which incorporates the same essential structural fealures, design,

dimensions, and calculations as the original approved plan. A "standard Plan" shall be void three

years afier its original approval or upon revision ofthe applicable codes under uhich it was initially
reviewed, or at the discretion of the Building Oficial.

When plans are modiJied by the applicant for reasons olher than to address requested clarifications
o, ,"iitiont made by the Building Official, and it is determined by the Building Official that the

modifications require additional plan review, an additional plan review fee shall be paid by the

applicant. Suchfee shall be based on the valualion of the modffications made, ot on an hourly rate

fii the time necessary for review of the modifications, whichever is less. Revised plans which are

resubmitted to the Building Oficial for approval subsequent to initial plan review shall nol be

subject to an additional plan reviewfee, except that plans needing more than three reviews prior to
approvat are subject to a plan review surcharge fee in accordance with the Fee Schedule. The

surcharge fee for additional plan review may be waived by the Building Official when the time

consumed in the pedormance of such additional reviews totals less than one-half hour.

Section 109.2.2 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
109.2.2 Permit fees. The fee for each building permit, plumbing permit, electrical permit,

mechanical permit, or combination permit shall be as set forth in the latest Fee Schedule as

established by the Ventura County Board of Supervisors and in effect on the date of permit

apPlicalion.

Section 109.2.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
109.2.3 Other fees. Other fees charged for services by the Division of Building and Safety shall be

as set forth in the latest Fee Schedule as established by the Ventura County Board of Supemisors.

Section 109.4 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
109.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. An owner may pay a demolition fee to demolish work

commenced without a permit. In all other cases, an investigation fee, in addition to a permit fee, shall be

collected for a permit issued retroactively for work commenced without a wlid permit.

The investigationfee for projects that have been commencedwithout a valid permit, butwhich have not been

completed,-shall be prorated with the actual amount of work completed without a permit, as delermined by

the Building Oficial.

Investigationfees shall be collected at the time of submittal of a permit application to legalize the unpermitted

work The investigation fee shall be based on the additional costs for plan review and building inspection

services deemed necessary by the Building Oficial for verifiing that the existing unpermitled improvements

are adequately constructed, installed, and/or relrofitted to meet the applicable provisions ofthis Code, but

in no case may the investigation fee be less than the amount prescribed by the latest Fee Schedule as

eslablished by the Ventura County Board ofSupervisors.

The payment of such investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all applicable

proiitibnt of tiis Code or any of the codes adopted by reference hereby, nor from any penalty prescribed by

law.

Section 109.6 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows
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109.6 Fee rcfunds. The Building Oficial may authorize the refunding of fees upon written application by

the original permittee, within the limitations set forth herein'

Refunds of fees for permits and services associated with conslruction projects which are canceled or

withdrawn prior to commencement of plan review, inspection, or performance of other services by lhe

ini.rion o7 nuitdirg ond Safety shatl be subiect to a partial refund as stated below.

I . permit issuance fees shatl be nonrefundable except as provided in subsection (2) below'

2. I 00% of any fee errone ously paid or c ollected shall be refundab le'

3.g0%ofanyplanreviewfee,shallberefundable,whenthepermitapplicationis
withdrawn or canceled prior to commencement of plan review'

4. 90% of any permitfee, when the permit is withdrawn ot canceled prior to commencemenl

of the work covered bY such Permit.

5.90%ofanyBoardofAppealshearingfee,shallberefundablewhensuchhearingis
cancelei prior to the issuance of a Notice of Hearing pertaining to the case'

Failure of the permittee to make written application for a refund within I 80 days following the cancellation

or expirition i7 a ptan review, permit, hiirtng, or iequest for service for which a fee has been paid' shall

"ontiitutn 
awaiver of entitlement to a refund'

No partial refund shall be authorized, nor credit be applied against otherfees which may be payable to the

D,iiision ofliuilding and Safety, when a construction pioject ii canceled or abandoned subsequent to partial

completion of the work authorized by the permit'

section 110.1 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBC to read as follows:

110.1 General. All construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the

Building Official to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Code and all such construction or work

shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved by the Building official' In

addition, certain jpes ofconstiuction shall iave periodic or continuous inspection, as specified in Chapter

l7 of this Code.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a v.iolation of the provisions

of this Code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presumin8 t9 give authority to violate or

cancel the provisions ofthis Code or ofotirer ordinances ofthejurisdiction shall not be valid'

It shall be the duty of thepe rmittee or the permittee's authorized-agent to cause the work to remain accessible

and exposed fbrinspection purposes. Neittrer the Building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for

"*p"nrL 
entailed in ih".e-ouulbr replacement of any material required to allow inspection.

Section 110.1.1 is added to the Ventura County Buitding Code:

110.1.1 Setback and height certiJicatioi. When determined by the Buitding Official, a survey and

certification may be re{uired ti confirm that the building or structure is placed on the site in

accordance witi the approved locatiin and setback distances and to confirm that it does not exceed

the approved building height shown on the approved plans'

Section 110.3.6 of the IBC is amended by removing the Exception in the vcBCo to read as follows:

SECTION 110

INSPECTIONS
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110.3.6 Lath and gypsum board inspection. Lath and gypsum board inspections shall be made

after lathing and gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in place, but before any plastering is applied

or gypsum board joints and fasteners are taped and finished'

(The Exception in the IBC was removedfor the VCBC)

Section 110.5 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
110.5 Inspection requests. It shall be the duty of the permittee or the duly authorized agent to notifr the

Building Ofnciat when work is ready for inspection. Such notification shall be given at least one working

day before such inspection is desired.

No portion of any building, structure, wiring, plumbing, ductwork or equipment which is required to be

inspected shall be permanently covered or concealedwithout approval of the Building Official. The Building

Official shall have authority to remove, or to require the removal oJ any obstruction which prevenls the

required inspection of any portion of a building, structure, wiring, plumbing, ductwork, electrical, or

mechanical equipment, as necessary to verifu compliance with this Code and the approved drawings.

SECTION 111

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

Section 111.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
111.3 Temporary or partial certificate. Upon application by the owner, andfor reasonable cause, if the

Building Oficiat finds that no substantial hazard will result from occupancy of any building or portion

thereof before the entire building is completed, a Temporary or Partial Certificate of Occupancy may be

issued for a portion or portions of the building. Such Temporary or Partial Certificate must include

compliance with this Code for all required access and exiting systems, toilet facilities and fire protection

equipment and sYstems.

The Building Official shall set a time period during which the Temporary Certificate of Occupancy is valid.

Upon completion of the entire structure all Temporary or Partial Certificates shall be suwendered to the

Building Official in exchangefor afinal Certificate of Occupancy.

SECTION 112
SERVICE UTILITIES

Section 112.4 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
112.4 Reconnection uftq order of disconnection. No person shall make connectionsfrom any energ/,

power or fuel supply, nor supply energ) or fuel to any building semice equipment which has been

disconnected or ordered to be disconnected by the Buitding Official or the use ofwhich has been ordered

discontinued by the Building Officiat until the Building Ofricial authorizes the reconnection and use of such

equipment.

SECTION 113

BOARDS OF APPEALS

Section 113.1 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
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113.1 General. To serve as the "Local Appeals Board" as providedfor in Health and Safety Code Section

17920.5, andto determine the suitability of alternate materials and methods of construction, andto provide

for reasonable interpretations ofthe provisions ofthis Code, and to hear the appeals providedfor, there
-shall 

be and are hereby created a General Board ofAppeals and a Board ofGrading Appeals. Each Board

of Appeals shall consist of five members. The Building Official shall act as, or appoint as necessary, a

Se"ieiary for each Board ofAppeals. Each Board ofAppeals shall be appointed by the Board ofSupervisors

and shail hold ffice at its pleasure. Each Board of Appeals shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for
conducting its investigations and hearings. All decisions andfindings shall be rendered in writing to the

appeltant with dupticate copy to the Building Official. Copies of all rules and regulations adopted by each

Eoard of Appeals shall be delivered to the Building Official who shall make them accessible to the public.

All decisions ofeach Board ofAppeals shall befinal.

Section 113.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
113.2 Limitations of authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of
this Code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this

Code do not fully apply, or an equivalent or better form ofconstruction is proposed. The Board ofAppeals

shall have no authority to waive requirements of this Code or interpret the administration of this Code.

Section 113.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
113.3 Qualifications. The General Board of Appeals andthe Board of Grading Appeals shall consist of
members who are qualified by experience and training to pass on matters pertaining lo each Board's

respective areas of authorily and are not employees of the County.

Section 113.5 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
1 13.5 Board of Grading Appeals. The jurisdiction of the Board of Grading Appeals shall be limited to the

appealable matters contained in Appendix J of the California Building Code.

Section 113.6 is added to the Ventura County Buitding Code:
l13.6Appealshearingfee. RequiredfeesassetforthinthelatestVenturaCountyBuildingandSafetyFee
Scheduie shall accompany each applicationfor a hearing before any ofthe Appeals Boards authorized by

this Code.

SECTION 114

VIOLATIONS

Sections 114.1 thru 114.4 remain unchanged from the IBC and are re-printed in the VCBC for reference:

114.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person, fitm, or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge,

alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy, or maintain any building or

structuri, building service equipment, machine or equipment or cause or permit the same to be done in

violation of this Code or to violate any provision of this Code'

114.2 Notice of violation. The Building Official or his or her designee is authorized to serve a notice of
violation or order on the person responsible for the erectiono construction, alteration, extension, repair,

moving, removal, demolition or occupancy of a building or structure in violation of the provisions of this

Code, or in violation of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this Code. Such order shall direct

the discontinuance of the illegal action or condition and the abatement of the violation.

114.3 Prosecution of violation. If the notice of violation is not complied with promptly, the Building Official

is authorized to request the legal counsel ofthejurisdiction to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or

in equity to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful

occupancy ofthe building or structure in violation ofthe provisions ofthis Code or ofthe order or direction

made pursuant thereto.
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114.4 Violation penalties. Any person who violates a provision of this Code or fails to comply with any of

the requirements thereofor who erectso constructs, alters or repairs a building or structure in violation ofthe

approved construction documents or directive of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued

unber the provisions ofthis Code, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by law'

Section 114.5 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

114.5 Civil administrative penalties. Civil administrative penalties may be imposed where a Notice of

Violation is served in accordance with Section I 14.2 of this Code and is not appealed or, if timely appealed,

the Notice ofViolation has been upheld. All notices required by this section shall be sent to the last known

address of the violator(s) via one of thefollowing methods:

I. First class mail, which shall be deemed semed three days afier the dale of mailing, or

2. Certified mail with Return Receipt Requested, which shall be deemed served on the date of
receiPt

The Building Officiat or his or her designees shall be Enforcement Officers authorized to impose civil

administrative penalties as provided herein'

sections ll4.5.l through 114.5.6 are added to the ventura county Building code:

II4.S,l Notice of impending civil penalties. A Notice of Impending Civil Penalties shall be served

upon the violatir separatellt, or ds part of the Notice of Violation. The Notice of Impending Civil
penalties shall: (t)-state tie violation(s); (2) state a range of the amount of the impending daily

civil penalty per'violation; (3) state the date by which the violation musl be cotected, which date

shall not bi ies, than thirty days from the date of senice of the notice; and (4) advise that the civil

penalties will begin accruing on o doily botis ifthe uiolation is not corrected by the date established

in the notice. ylne A"itai"g Oficial determines that a violation creates an immediate danger lo

healrh or safeiy, penalties iay 6e imposed afier a period of time that is less than thirty days.

The date upon which the daily penatty wilt begin to accrue may be extended by the Building Official'

in his or hir discretion, upon a show'ing that ihe time frame allotted in the Notice of Impending Civil
penalties is not a reasonable period of time to correct the violation.

114.5.2 Notice ofimposition ofcivil penalties. Ifthe violation has not been corrected by the date

stated in the Notici of Impending Civil Penalties or any extension thereof, then a Notice of

Imposition of Civil Penalties shall be served upon the violator'

The Notice of Imposition of Civit Penalties shall describe the property and state the following for
each violation' it1 tnu amount of the penalty that will accrue daily per violation as determined

pursuant to Sectiin I14.5.4 o1tni Codi; (2) the date the penaltywill begin accruing, which may be

the same date the notice is served; (3) that the daity penalty wilt conlinue to accrue until the violation

is corrected as determined by the Building Official; (4) that the amount of the daily penalty may be

increased in the future if the violation is nol corrected; (5) that the accrued penalties are

immediately due ind owiig and thar a lien will attach to the property for all unpaid penalties; and

(6) that the amount of the daily penalty may be administratively appealed in accordance with Section

I14.5.5 oythis Codi within tei (10) days of the date of ser-tice of the Notice of Imposition of Civil

Penalties.

114.5.3 Notice of increase in civil penalties. Notwithstanding an appeal of a previously imposed

penalty pursuani to Section I14.5.5 of this Code, the Enforcement Officer may increase the amount
-of 

the- ienalty if the violation continues uncorrected and the circumstances warrant an increase

consiieringiti Tortort set forth in Section 14.4.5.4 of this Code. To impose the increase, the

Enforcemint Olficer must fiist serve a Notice of Increase in Civil Penalties upon the violator that

shall state: lti"tne amouit of the increase of the daily civit penalty; (2) the effective date of the

increase, whiih date shall nit be less than thirty daysfrom the date of semice of the notice; and (3)

thar the amount of the increase, if contested, may be appealed, bul only in accordance with Section
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114.5.5 of this code. The amount of the penalty then in ffict prior to the increase may not be

appealed except as authorized by Section I 14.5 5, below.

114.5.4 Factors considered in determining the amounts of civil penalties. The amount of the

penalty imposedfor each separate violation may be up to, but nol exceed' $1,000 per day' In
'determiniig 

the imount of tie penatty, the Enforcement Officer shall consider the known relevant

circumstances in light of various factors which include, but are not limited to, the following:

I. The actual or potential extent ofthe harm caused

2. The likelihoodto cause harm
3. The seriousness or gravity of the violation (i.e., the level of threat lo property,

health, or safety of people and animals or the environment)

4. Whether the violation is subject to correction by obtaining a permit or cannot be

corrected bY Permit
5. The culpability ofthe violator in causing the violation
6. The length of time over which the violation occurs

7. The hisiory of past violations, either of a similar or dffirent nature, on the same

or different property under the same ownership

8. The iooperation of the violator in resolving the existing and past violations

9. The financial burden to the violator
10. The factors and policies set forth in Resolution file number 222 adopted by the

Boird of supervisors on November 2 I , 2006, and located in the files of the clerk
ofthe Board ofsuPerttisors, and

l L All other relevant circumstances

Once imposed, the daily penalty will continue to accrue until the violation is corrected to the

satisfaction of the Building Official. The Building Official may stay the imposition of penalties or

decrease the amounts of peialties, either temporarily or permanently, if the Building Official

determines that:

L substantial progress is being made toward correcting the violation and that

decreasing lhe penalties wouldfurther the goal ofcorrecting the violalion; or

2. Circumstances exist that were either beyond the control of the violator or were

unknown al the time the penahies were imposed and warrant the reduction or

suspension of the penalties. If the qmount of the civil penalties is modified or

suipended, the Notice of Imposition of Civil Penalties shall be amended stating

the modified terms and shall be served on the violator.

The daity civil penalty imposed for a violation that is prosecuted as an infraction by the District

Attorney shall iot exceed the maximum fines or penalties for infractions set forth in Government

Code sicrions 25 I 32, subdivision (b), and 36900, subdivision (b). In no event, shall the total dmount

offines and penalties imposed under this Section on any property exceed the fair market value of
tlrlt propurty, as determiied by the Ventura County Assessor at the time of collection of the penalty.

II4.S.S Administrutive appeal of civil penalties. If disputed, the amount of the penalty mustfirst be

contested by Jiting an administrative appeal as provided herein and as required by Government

Code sectiin 53069.4 before seeking judicial relief. Only the violator may challenge the amount of
the penalty. Only a Notice, or Amended Notice, of Imposition of Civil Penalties or a Notice, or

Amended Notice, of Increase in Civil Penalties may be appealed.

If an appeal is not timely filed, then the imposition of the penalties pursuant to the Notice, or

)menied Notice, of Impisilion of Civil Penalties or the Notice, or Amended Notice, of Increase of
Civil Penalries, as th; case may be, shall be final and no longer subiect to appeal either

adm inistrative ly or iudic i al lY.
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Appeals witl be heard by a Hearing Offcer selected by the Board of Supervisors or the County

Executive Officer.

a. pre-appeal procedures and requirements. An appeal must be filed with and received by

the Enforcement Officer no later than ten (10) days from the date of service of the notice

or amended notic;-from which the appeal is taken. An appeal form shall be provided by

the Code Compliance Division upon request. In order to be deemed timely submitted, the

appeal form must include the following:

L Theviolation case number anddate stated onthe notice or amendednotice being

appealed
2. fi" Tacts and bases supporting the appellant's position that the penalty amount

should be reduced
3. The name and address ofthe appellant, and
4. Thefilingfee established by the Board of Superttisors

At least ten (t 0) days prior to the date of the hearing the appellant shall be notified byfirst

class mail at the iddress stated on the appealform of the location, time and date of the

hearing.

A continuance may be requested inwriling to the Hearing Oficer which must be received

no later than ten fu O1 aoyt before the date of the hearing. If timely filed, the hearing date

will be continued io ti" nixt scheduled hearing date and the appellant and Code

Compliance Division will be so notified.

b. Hearing and Hearing OfJicer'sfinal administrutive order. Theiurisdiction of the Hearing

Officer is limited totriy to riviewing the amount of the penalty determined by the

Enforcement Officer.

Both parties (appellant(s) and the County) may present relevant evidence in support of
their contenrioi'of the proper amount of the penalty. The content of the County's files
submitted to the ileariig O5r* which may include, but is not limited to, the Notice of
Violation, the Notice ofNoncompliance, the Notice of ImpendingCivil Penalties, the Notice

of Imposition of Civil 
"Penatties 

and the Notice of Increase in Civil Penalties (if applicable)'

ind any amendments thereto, shall constitute prima facie evidence of the facts stated

therein.

If the appellant or the appellant's representative does not appeff at the hearing, the

nnorirgbprer shall onlyionsider, on behalf ofthe appellant, the evidence submittedwith

the appeaiform and any elidence submitted by the appellant to lhe Hearing Officer at least

ten (10) days prior to the date ofthe hearing.

The Hearing Officer must evaluate the evidence presented in light of the factors set forth
in Section I I4.i.4 of this Code and, based thereon, shall either ffirm or reduce the amount

of the daily penalty imposed by the Enforcement officer for each day the penalties have

accrued and may continue to accrue into the future. The amount of the daily penalty

determined by tie Hearing Oficer shall continue to accrue until the violation is correcled

as determined by the Buitding Oficial or until the amount of the daily penalty is increased

in accordance with Section I 14.5.3.

The Hearing Officer's determination shall be set forth in a written order served upon the

appellant iy iitt class mail at the address stated on the appeal form submitted by the

ippellant. iie orde, shall be considered the Final Administrative Order for purposes of
Government Code section 53069.4.
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c.

Penalties shall continue to accrue while the appeal is pending. If some or all of the

penqlties have been paid and the Hearing Officer orders a reduction in the amount ofthe
penalty that exceeds the total amount due and owing the County, including enforcement

costs, then thi County shall refund the dffirence to the person who paid the penalty unless

penalties are continuing to accrue.

Appeal of Hearing OfJicer's Jinal administrafive order. Pursuant to Government Code

section 53069.4 subdivision (b)(1), tf the Final Administrative Order is contested, review

must be sought in the Superior Court as a limited civil case within twenty (20) days afier

the date of service of the Final Administrative Order. A copy of the Notice of Appeal must

be served on the County of Ventura, Building Official either in person or byfirst class mail.

If no Notice of Appeat is timely filed with the Superior Court, the Final Administrative

Order issued by the Hearing Officer shall be deemed confirmed andfinal.

t 14.5.6 Enforcement. A penalty that is final either by termination of appeal rights or by completion

of the appeal process may be collected by any lawfully authorized means including but not limited

to filing a civil action lo recover the amount of the unpaid penalties.

In addition, the County shall have a lien against the subject property in the amount ofthe unpaid

penahies accrued and to be accrued until the violalion is corrected. The lien may be recorded in the
-Ofice 

of the County Recorder by the recording of the Notice, or Amended Notice, of Imposition of
Civil Penalties or the Notice, or Amended Nolice, of Increase in Civil Penalties, whichever is

applicable.

The lien shall remain in effect until released and shall runwith the land.

Upon correction of the violation(s) and payment of all penalties and costs associated with the

imposition, enforcement and collection of the penalties, the Building Official shall record a release

oflien pertaining to the paid penalties.

Section 114.6 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
1 14.6 Infractions. It shall be an infraction of lmt, for any person to remove, deface, or alter a posted nolice

of the Biilding Oficiat or duly appointed representative when such notice conslitutes a stop work order or

i warning of substandard or hazardous conditions or prohibits or restricls the occupancy or use of a

building, structure, or building service equipment regulated by lhis Code.

Section 114.7 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

114.7 Misdemeanorc. Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this Code shall be

deemed guitty of a misdemeanor, misdemeanor/infraction, or infraction, and each such person shall be

deemed guiliy of a separate offense /or each and every day or portion thereof during which any violation of
any of tie pioiitiort of this Code is committed, continued, or permitted. Each and every violation of any

pr:ovision of this Code is a misdemeanor unless designated by this Code to be an infraction or a
mi s de me an or/i nfr ac I i o n.

Section 114.8 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:
114.8 Misdemeanors/infractions. Every violation of this Code designated a misdemeanor/infraction shall

be a misdemeanor; provided that, where the Dislrict Attorney has determined that such action would be in

the best interests ofjustice, the District Altorney may specifu in the accusatory pleading that the violation

shall be an infraction and the violation shall then be prosecuted as an inftaction.

Section 114.9 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

114.9 Punishments. Any person convicted of a misdemeanor, the penalty for which is not otherwise

prescribed, shall be punishable by afine ofnot more than one thousand dollars ($l,000) or by imprisonment

for not more than six (6) months or both suchfine and imprisonment. Any person convicted of an infraction,
"the 

penaltyfor which is not otherwise prescribed, shall be punished by (a) afine not exceeding one hundred
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dollars ($100) for the first violation; (b) a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200) for a second

iiontnn of tie" ,am" oidiron", provision wiihin one year; and (c) a fine -nol 
exceeding five hundred dollars

(5500) for" each additional violation of the same ordinance provision within one year'

Section 115.1 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBC to read as follows:

I 15.1 Authority. Whenever any building work is being done contrary to the provisions of this Code, or in

violation of applicable ordinaices of oier County agincies, the Building Official is authorized to order the

work stoppedby norice in writing iemed o, ory ptitont engaged in the doing or causing such work to be

done, and any sucht persons shail]orthwith stop iuih work until authorized by the Building Official to proceed

with the work.

Iq'henever the Building Ofliciat finds that a building or structure for which a permit has been issued may be

flooded or is sunje"t ti eiition iazard if the work isiompleted in the manner proposed, or that the completion
"of 

suchworkwiil couse thefloodingof other buildings ir structures, the BuildingOfficial may order allwork

itopped and refer the matier to thi ilood Plain Manager of the Ventura County Public Works Agency, or

otiir qualified County fficerfor a determination as to such danger'

If the Flood plain Manager or other qualified County fficer reports that substantial 
-danger 

exists, the

Buitding Ofiiciat shall oider work stopped until plants to alleviate such danger have been reviewed and

approved by the Flood Plain Manager or County fficer'

Failure to order work stopped or to make such referral or both shall not be construed as a represenlation

that danger offlooding oi irosio, does not or will not exist if the work is completed in the manner proposed'

section 115.2 of the IBC is 4i amended and is re-printed in the vcBc for reference:

115.2 Issuance. rhiltop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property

involved, or to the o*n".', agent, or to the person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work order, the

cited work shall immediately-cease. The stop work order shall state the reason for the order, and the conditions

and requirements which must be met before the project under which the cited work will be permitted to

resume.

section 115.3 of the IBC is not amended and is re-printed in the vcBc for reference:

115.3 Emergencies. Where an emergency exists, the Building Official shall not be required to give a written

notice Prior to stoPPing the work.

Section 115.4 of the IBC is 4! amended and is re-printed in the vcBC for reference:

115.4 Failure to coillry. Any person who ihalt continue any work after having been served with a stop

work order, 
"*""pt 

.u"h *ort as ttrat person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe

condition, shall be subject to fines established by the ventura county Board ofsupervisors'

section 115.5 of the IBC is not amended and is re-printed in the vcBC for reference:

115.5 Unlawful continuance. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop

work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition,

shallbesubjecttopenaltiesandinvestigationfeesasprescribedbylaw.

SECTION 115

STOP WORJ( ORDER

SECTION 116

UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT

section 116.1 0f the IBC is amended in the vcBc to read as follows
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116.1 Conditions. Existing structures or equipment that are unsafe, unsanitary, or deficient because of
inadequate means of egress, inadequate light and ventilation, or which constitute a fte hazard, or are

otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or that involve illegal or improper occupancy or

inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition. Unsafe structures shall be taken down and

removed or made safe, as the Building Official deems necessary and as provided for in this section' A vacant

structure that is not secured against unauthorized entry shall be deemed unsafe.

Section 116.2 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
116.2 Recordation of notice of non-compliance. Whenever the Building Oficial determines that work has

been done without the required permit or has not been completed in accordance with the requirements of
this Code, the Building Official shatl post the property and mail to the owner(s) of that property a Notice of
Intent to Record a Notice of Noncompliance. The Notice of Intent shall describe the property, shall set forth
the noncomplying conditions, and shall inform the owner(s) that the Building Official shall record a Notice

of Noncompliance unless, by a date specified in the Notice of Intent, (l) it is demonstrated to the satisfaction

i7 tn, nuiiaing Oficial that the noncomplying conditions have been corrected or (2) a timely Appeal has

been filed with the Board of APPeal.

A. If by the date specified in the Notice of Intent, (1) it has not been demonstrated to the

satisfaction of the Building Official that the noncomplying conditions have been coruected

and (2) a timely Appeal has not been filed with the Board of Appeal, the Building Official
shall record a Notice of Noncompliance.

B. If a timely Appeal is filed with the Board of Appeal and the Board finds that the

noncomplying conditions have not been corrected and need to be correcled, the Building

Official shall record a Notice of Noncompliance.

(Jnder either A or B above, the Notice of Noncompliance shall be recorded with the ffice of the County

Recorder and the owner(s) of the property shall be notified of such action. The Notice of Noncompliance

shall describe the property, shall set forth the noncomplying conditions, and shall state that the property

owner(s) have been notified.

If after a Notice of Noncompliance has been recorded, it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Building

b6ficiat tnat the noncomplying conditions have been correcled or removed, the Building Official shall record

with the ffice of the county Recorder a Release of Notice of Noncompliance.

The Release shall describe the property, cross-referenced to the Notice of Noncompliance, and state that the

noncomplying conditions have been corrected or removed. A fee as set forth in the latest Ventura County

Buitding and Safety Fee Schedule may be charged the property owner(s) for issuing and recording lhe

Release of Notice of Noncompliance.

Section 116.3 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC fo read as follows:
116.3 Authority to condemn building semice equipment. l{henever the Building Official ascertains that any

building senice equipment regulated in the referenced technical codes has become hazardous to life, health

or property, or becomes insanitary, he shall order, in writing, lhat such equipment either be removed or

,"iorid to a safe or sanitary condition, whichever is appropriate. The written order itself shall fix a time

Iimit for compliance with such order. No person shall use or maintain defeclive building service equipment

afier receiving such nolice.

When any building senice equipment is maintained in violation of this Code and in a violation of any notice

issued pursuant to the provisions of this section, the Building Oficial shall institute any appropriate action

to prevent, restrain, correcl or abate lhe violation.

Section 116.4 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC (in format only) to read as follows:
116.4 Method of service. Such notice shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereof is:

(a) Delivered to the owner personally
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(b) Sent by certified or registered mail addressed to the owner al the last known address with

the return receiPt requested, or
(c) Detivered in any other manner as prescribed by law.

If the certified or registered letter is retumed showing that the letter was not delivered, a copy thereof

shall be posted in a ionspicuous place in or about the structure affected by such notice. Service ofsuch

notice in the foregoing manner upon the owner's authorized agent shall constitute service of notice upon

the owner.

Section 116.5 of the IBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:

116.5 Restoration. When the structure or equipment determined to be unsafe by the Building Official is

restored to a safe condition, the owner, the owner's authorized agent, operator or occupant of a structure,

premises or equipment deemed unsafe by the Building Official shall abate or cause to be abated or corrected

such unsafe 
"ondition. 

either by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or other approved corrective action. To the

extent that repairs, alterationr o. udditionr are made, or a change of occupancy occurs during the restoration

of the structure, such repairs, alterations, additions or change of occupancy shall comply with the

requirements of the California Existing Buildings Code'
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CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

Section 202 of t11e CBC is amended by adding the following definitions to the VCBC to read as follows:

A7ARTMENT HOUSE shatl mean any building or portion thereof which contains three or more dvtelling

units and, for the purpose of this Code, includes residenlial condominiums and townhouses'

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean the Director of the Building and Safety Division, as appointed by the

Director of the Resource Management Agency, charged with the administration and enforcement. of this

Code, or a duly authorizedrepresentative.

Exceptions:

I. For the purpose ofenforcing the provisions contained in Appendix J, Grading, ofthe

Califoriia Building Code, as amended, the term "Building Official" shall mean the

Director of Public Worla Agency, or a duly aulhorized representative. The Director

of Public Worl<s Agency or his or her duly authorized representative shall assume the

power of citation for enforcement of Appendix J - as said Power of Citation is
describedinArticle 2 - Chapter l, Section 104, Powers and Duties of the Building

Oflicial.

2. For the purpose of enforcing those requirements of the California Plumbing Code,

Chapter 7 and Appendix H pertaining to the approval, permitting and inspection of
Onsite Wastewater Trealment Systems, the term "Building Official" shall mean the

Director of the Environmental Health Division or the Director of the Building and

Safety Division, or a duly authorized representative as appointed by the Director of
the Resource Management Agency. The Environmental Health Official or his or her

duly authorized representative shall assume the power ofcilationfor the enforcement

of Chapter 7 and Appendix H of the CPC for Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems,

as said Powers of Citation are described in Article 2 - Chapter I , Seclion I04, Powers

and Duties of the Building Official.

3. For the purposes of investigating and responding to complaints regarding

substandard housing, illegal use and occupancy of buildings and structures,

recreational vehicles, and constructionwithout benefit ofpermits, and to take all legal

and appropriate enforcement actions to ensute compliance with this Code, the term
,,Building Official" shall mean the Director of the Code Compliance Division, and/or

the Director of the Building andSafely Division, or aduly authorizedrepresentative.as

appoinled by the Director of the Resource Management Agency'

BaILDING SERVICE EQaIPMENT shall mean the plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and elevator

equipment including piping, wiring, fixtures, and other accessories which provide sanitation, lighting'

l;aiirg, ventilatioi, cooltig, refrigeration, firefighting and transportation facilities essential for the

habitabte occupancy of a building or structure for its designated use and occupancy.

DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION. The water surface elevation of the datum specified on the community's

legally designatedflood hazard map, plus one fool.
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ENVIRDNMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER oT ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICIAL ShAII MCAN thc

duly appointed Director of the Environmental Health Division or a duly authorized representative.

FIRE DEPARTMENT shall mean the Ventura County Fire Protection District or the fire service agency

having jurisdiction.

GRADE or GRADE PL,ANE (Adjacent Ground Elevationfor Structureswithin a LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD

AREA) is the point ofelevation 12 inches above the highest elevation ofthe paved portion ofthe roadway

adjacent to the subject lot, or the minimum height above mean sea level, whichever is the highest, as

determined by the Flood Plain Manager of the Public l(orla Agency.

The minimum elevation established by the Flood Plain Manager relates to the lowest habitable floor
elevation containing habitable space, as defined in this Code; therefore, "GMDE" shall be established as

the lowest habitabli floor minus 6 inches in determining Reference Datumfor measuringlhe maximum height

of a structure.

For locations outside of Local Flood Hazard Areas as defined in this Code, 'GRADE OR GMDE PI'ANE"

means the lowest point of elevation of thefinished surface of the ground, paving, or sidewalkwithin the area

between the building ord thn propnrty line or, when the property line is more than 5 feet from the building,

between the building and a tiie 5 feetfrom the building. See Health and Safety Code Section 19955.3(d)

HABITABLE SPACE (room) is space in a structure for living, sleeping, eating or cooking. Bathrooms,

toilet comparlments, closets, halls storage or utility space, and similar areas, are not considered habitable

space.

Exception: For structures located within Local Flood Hazard Areas, bathrooms, toilet

compartments, closets, and laundry areas shall be consideredas Habitable Space.

LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA is an area subject to eitherflooding or erosionfrom surface water runoff,

orfromwave action of the Pacific Ocean, as determined by the Floodplain Manager of the Public Works

Agency.

aERSON, FIRM, or CORPORATION shatl mean any and all entities of whatsoever nature or kind,

including but not limited to individuals, owners, tenants, lessees, unions or organizalions, cooperatives and

trusts, corporations, partnerships whether general or limited, and unincorporated associations and shall

include thi plural as well as the singtlar number, the male andfemale gender, and all governmental enlities

subject in whole or in part to this Code and the codes adopted by reference herein.
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CHAPTER 3
(Chapters 3 contains no amendments to

the California Building Code.)
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CHAPTER 4
SPECIAL DETAILED REQUIREMENTS BASED ON USE AND

OCCUPANCY

section 456 is added in the ventura county Building code to read as follows:

SECTION 456

BUILDINGS CONSTRACTED NEAR TALL SLOPES, ALL USES AND OCCUPANCIES

456.1 General. New buildings constructed in or near Hazardous Fire Areas, on or near undeveloped tall

slopes shall be set backfroithe slope, or otherwise protected, as provided in sections 456.2 through 456.7.

456.2 DeJinitions.

SLOPE. (See definition in Appendix Chapter J, Section JI02' l)

TALL SLO7E. A slope or portion thereof having all of the following characteristics:

I. An overall veriicat ieiyht exceeding 100 feet, measured between the top and toe ofthe slope

2. A gradient that is steeper than 5: I andJlatter than 0'5: I
3. Located on the same parcel or an adjacent parcel, including slopes covering multiple parcels

4. Located closer fhan 30 feet, measuredfrom any point on the slope to any point on the building.

TOE OF SLOnE. The toe of the slope occurs at the point or line along the bottom of the slope where

the surface ofthe slope changes to horizontal for a minimum horizontal distance of 30 feet

TOp OF SLOnE. The top of the slope occurs at the point or line along the uppermost portion of the

slopewhere the surface o1thi stope ,horgtt to horizontalfor a minimum horizontal distance of30feet

IINDEVELOnED TALL SLOPE. A tall slope, either natural or graded, having no habitable

buildings or structures,

aNENCLOSED STRaCTURE. For the purposes of this section, "unenclosed" shall mean a building

or porlion thereof that is unenclosed a minimum of 50% of its perimeter.

456.3 Setback distance from tatl slopes. New buildings and structures constructed adiacent to an

undevelopedtall slope siall be setbacifrom the undevelopedtall slope aminimum of 30feet, measured

horizontally.

Exceptions:
i. Buildings may be constructed directly on an undeveloped tall slope, or closer than

30 feetfrom the tall stope, when the exterior walls and openings that are located

within 30 feet of the slope are protected as follows:
a. Exterior walls are constructed with a fire rating of not less than one-hour

b. Exterior openings are protectedwith aJire rating of not less than 45 minutes.

2. Buildings may be constructed directly on an undeveloped tall slope, or closer than

30 feet from the tall slope without protection of openings when the building is

eniirely constructed of materials that achieve afire resistance rating of not less

than one-hour for the following building elements:

a. Primary structural frame
b. Exterior and interior bearingwalls
c. Exterior non-bearingwalls located closer than 30feetfrom lhe tall slope
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d. Floor construction and associated secondary members

e. Roofconstruction and associated secondary members

456.4 Projections. Cornices, eave overhangs, exterior balconies, and similar projections extending beyond

the exteriorwall shall conform to the requirements of sections 705.2.3.1 and 705.2.3.2 of this Code

456.5 Additions. Additions shall complywith the requirements of 456.3 for new buildings. When the size of
the addition exceeds 50% of the area of the existing building, then the entire building shall comply with

section 456.3.

456.6 Remodels. When the value of the remodel exceeds 50% of the estimated value of the existing building,

the existing building shall comply with section 456.3.

Exception: Remodels that involve only interior work and/or replacement of existingwindows.

456.7 Accessory structurcs. Accessory structures such as patio covers, decks, trellis structures, and similar

outdoor unenclosed structures constructed adjacent to tall slopes shall be setbackfrom the slope a minimum

of 3 0 feet, measured horizontal lY.

Exceptions:
L Accessory structures attached to a building that complies with Exceptions I or 2

in section 456.3

2. Attached accessory structures constructed in accordance with 705.2.3.1

3. Residential and non-residential, Group U, detached accessory structures located

further than I 0 feet from the main building

35



CHAPTERS 5 THRU 7
(Chapters 5 thru 7 contain no amendments to

the California Building Code.)
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SECTION 7O1A

SCOPE, PURPOSE AND APPLICATION

Section 701A.2 of the CBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:

70l1.z purpose. The purpose of this Chapter is to establish_minimum standards for the protection of

buildings and structures hereafier erected in any Hazardous Fire Areas where concentrations of highly

flammable brush, grass, or other combustible griwth combined with periods of hot, dry winds create a high
"fire 

hazard, andwhere lives andproperty may thereby be endangered'

Section 7014.3 of the cBC is amended in the vcBC by removing Exception #5, to_ read as follows:

701A.3 Application. New buildings and structuie, 
"oro"reJby 

this Code and located in any Hazardous Fire

Areas, as designated by the Ventura County Fire Department, shall comply with the provisions of this chapter

andshallbereferredtointhischapteras..applicablebuilding(s).,,

Exceptions:
l. Group U occupancy accessory buildings ofany size located at least 50 feet (15

240 mm) from an applicable building on the same lot'

2.GroupUoccupancyagriculturalbuildings,asdefinedinSection202ofthiscode
of any size located at Gast 50 feet (15 240 mm) from an applicable building.

3. Group C occupancy special buildings conforming to the limitations specified in

Section 450.4.1'
4. New accessory buildings and miscellaneous structures specified in Section 7104

shall comply only with the requirements of that section'

200&

SECTION 7O2A
DEFINITIONS

section 702A of the cBC is amended by adding the following delinitions to the vcBC:

FINANCIAL HARDSIfIP. For the purposes of section 7 l24, a /inancial hardship is reached when the cost of

the retrofits required for full compliance exceeds I 0% of the value of the project.

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY zoNES are geographical areas in unincorporated ventura County designated

by the Ventura County Fire protection Disl"icr iursuant to Califomia Public Resources Codes Sections 4201

through 42Oq andclassified as very High, High, or Moderate in State Responsibility Areas or as Local

Agency Very High Fire Hazard Seveiity Z-on"r a-"rignated pursuant to California Government Code, Sections

s i zs iitrough 51 1 89. See Califomia Fire Code Chapter 49'

The califomia code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 1280, entitles the maps of these geographical areas as

maps of the FireHazard SJverity Zones in the State Responsibility Area of California'

HAZARDOUS FIRE AREA (HFA). ls land which is covered with grass, grain' brush' or forest' whether

CHAPTER 7A

MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION METHODS FOR
EXTERIOR WILDFIRE EXPOSURE
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privately or publicly owned, which is so situated or is of such inaccessible location that a fire originating

upon such land would present an abnormally difficultjob ofsuppression or would result in great and unusual

damage through fire. Such areas are designated by the Fire Code Official. The Fire Code Official is
authoiized to utilize, as references, the definition of Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area, State SRA maps'

Local Agency Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps designated pursuant to California Govemment Code,

Sections 5 I 175 through 5 I 189 and the International Wildland-Urban Interface Code.

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREA is a geographical areaidentified by the state as a "Fire

Hazard Severity Zone'o in accordance with Public Resources Code Sections 4201 through 4204 and

Government Code Sections 5l 175 through 5l 189, or other areas designated a Hazardous Fire Area.

SECTION 7O5A
ROOFING

Section 705A.2 of the CBC is amended in the VCBC to read as follows:
i05A2 Roof coverin gs. Roof coverings shall be fire retardant Class "A" as specified in Section 1505 of
this Code. Where the roof profile allows a space between the roof covering and roof decking, the spaces shall

be constructed to prevent the intrusion of flames and embers, be fire-stopped with approved materials or have

one layer of minimum 72-pound Q2.akd mineral-surfaced non-perforated cap sheet complying with ASTM

D3909 installed over the combustible decking.

Wood shakes and shingles may be used only for additions, alterations and repairs where the existing

construction consists of existingwood shakes or shingles and the new roofingfor the addition, alteration or

repair is less than 50% of the existing roof area. The new shakes or shingles for the addition, alteration or

repair shall be approvedfor a class A roofas described in section 1505.6.

SECTION 711A
WAIVER OF REQUIREMENTS

Section 71 1A of the CBC is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

7I lA llaiver of requirements. The Building Official may waive the requirements of this Chapter, in whole

or in part,for specific construction projects within a Hazardous Fire Areawhen approval and determination

is made by the Fire Marshal, that site conditions warrant a reduction infire resistance.

Section 712A is udded to the CRC to rcad asfollows:

712A.1 Existing buildings and structures in communities vulnerable to wildfites. In order to reduce lhe

fire riskandvulnerability of buildings, structures, and communities in or near Hazardous Fire Areas, existing
"buildings 

and structures that were not originally designed or constructed to meet the requirements for
Materials and Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure, which became effective July l' 2008'

shall be rerrofrtted as necessary to comply with Chapter 7A when other construction improvements are made,

such as additions, remodels, and structural repairs. These retrofits shall be made in accordance with sections

712A.2 through 7l2A.5.

712A.2 Alterations, additions, and structaral repairs. llhen alterations, additions or structural repairs

are made to existing buildings and structures not originally conslructed to meet the requirements of Chapter

7A, the original buitding or structure shall be retrofrtted to meet these requirements to the Sreatest extent

possible.

Exceptions:
L Alterations made solely for the purpose of retrofitting an older building to

comply with section ChaPter 7A.
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2. Re-roofs done to repair an existing roof may be limited to the extent of the

reroof work.
3. Window change-outs necessary to repair or replace existingwindows generally

of the same size and type may be limited to the extent of window replacement

work being done.

4. projects iivolving only mechanical, electrical and/or plumbingwork

5. Proiects involving only voluntary seismic retrofits

6. projects involving only cosmeric work that is exempt from a building permit, as

described in VCBC section 105'2'

7. I{hen the extent of the retrofits necessary for full compliance with chapter 7A

creates a financiat hardshlp for the property owner, the extent of required

reyofits iay be limited to a retrofit cost that does not exceed l0%o of the value

ofthe Proiect.

712A.3 Retrofits reguired for small proiects. Retrofits required for small proiecls may be phased

commensurate with the size and scope oj tni proie"t to ihot the cost of the retrofit does not exceed I 0% of

the value of the alteration, addition, or irrucArai repair. At the discretion of the Building Official' retrofits

for projects deemed very small may be postponed'

712A.4 Minimum retrofit reqairement for vcnts. As a minimum retrofit for proiects associated with

existing buitdings having attic or underJloor vents with openings larger than 1/8 inch' as measured in any

direction, suchients snail ne replaced, repaired, or retrofitted to comply with 7064.2.1.

7I2A,S prioritization of retrofits. In choosingwhich building elements to retrofitfirst, priority shall be

given to those elements that add the greatest ienefit for proteiting the buildingfrom future wildfires' and

generally done in the following order of priority:
I . Roofs made to comPlY with 7054

2. Vents and other openings into combustible attics and underfloor areas made to comply

u)ith 706A
3. Exterior walls, eaves, and other exlerior surfaces protected in accordance with 707A

4. Exterior windows, slElights, and doors made to comply with 7084

5. Exterior decks made to complywith 7094

6. Accessory structures made to comply with 7l0A or 705'2'3' l
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CHAPTERS 8 THROUGHI4
(Chapters 8 through 14 conlain no amendments to

the California Building Code.)
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CHAPTER 15

ROOF ASSEMBLIES AND ROOFTOP STRUCTURES

SECTION 1505

FIRE CLASSIFICATION

Section 1505.1.1 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:

1505.1.1 Roof coverings within Hazardous Firc Areas. The entire roof covering of every existing

structure where more than 50 percent of the total roof area is replaced within any one-year period,

the entire roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering .fPllied 
in the addition'

alteration, repair, or replacement tfthe roofofevery existing structure, shall be-a ftre-retardant roof

covering lrrui ir ut leasi Class A. (The Exception in the CBC is not amended in the VCBC, but is

omitted for claritY.)

Section 1505.1.2 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:

1505.13 Roofcoverings within all other areas. The entire roofcovering ofevery existing structure

*h".".o." than 50 p"i""nt of the total roof area is replaced within any one-year period, the entire

roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering applied inthe addilion,.alteration, repair

or replacemJnt of th; roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire-retardant roof covering that is

at least Class C.

Section 1505.1.4 is added to the Ventura County Buitding Code:

1505.1.5 Ll/ood shakes and shigtes. File retardant wood shakes and shingles may be usedfor

additions, alterations and repairi where the existing construction consists ofexistingwood shakes

or shingles and the new roofingfor the addition, alteration or repair is less than 50'% ofthe existing

roo1 aia. The new shakes ori'hingles for the addition, alteration or repair shall be approved for a

Class A roofas described in section 1505'6'
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CHAPTER 16

STRUCTURAL DESIGN

SECTION 1602

DEFINITIONS AND NOTATIONS

Section 1602.2 is added to the CBC to include the following definitions:
1602.2 DeJinitions: For the purposes of this section certain lerms are defined as follows:

BASE LEVEL DIAPHRAGM is the floor at, or closest to, the top of the highest level of the

foundation.

DIAPHRAGM ANCHORS are assemblies that connect a diaphragm to the adiacentfoundation

at the uphill diaPhragm edge.

DOWNHILL DIRECTION is the descending direction of the slope approximately

perpendicular to the slope contours-

FOUNDATION means fhe concrete or masonry elements which support a building, including

footings, stem walls, retaining walls, and grade beams'

FOUNDATION EXTENDING IN THE DOWNHILL DIRECTION iS AfOUNdAtiON TUNNiNg

downhitl and approximately perpendicular to the uphill foundation'

HILLSIDE BUILDING is any building or portion thereof constructed on or into a slope steeper

than one unit vertical in three units horizontal (3 3 .3%o) . If only a portion of the building is

supported on or into the slope, these regulations apply to the entire building'

PRIMARY ANCHORS are diaphragm anchors designedfor and providing a direct connection,

as described in Sections t613.8.5 and 1613.8.7.3 between the diaphragm and the uphill

foundation.

SECONDARY ANCHORS are diaphragm anchors designed for and providing a redundant

diaphragm to foundation connection, as described in Sections 1613.8.6 and I613.8.7'4.

apHILL DUPHRAGM EDGE is the edge of the diaphragm adjacent and closest to the highest

ground level at the perimeter of the diaphragm'

UPHILL FOaNDATION is thefoundation parallel and closest to the uphill diaphragm

edge.

SECTION 1613

EARTHQUAKE LOADS

Section 1613.5 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

1613.5 Seismic Design Provisionsfor Hillside Buildings.

1613.5.1 Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish minimum regulations for the design

and consrruition of new buildings and additions to existing buildings when constructing such

buildings on or inti slopes steeper than one unit vertical in three units horizontal (j 3.3%"). These

regulations establish minimum standards for seismic force resistance to reduce the risk of iniury or

loss of life in the event of earthquakes.
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1613.5.2 Scope. The provisions ofthis section shall apply to the design ofthe lateral-force-resisting

systemfor hiilside biildings at oid brlo, the base level diaphragm. The design of the lateral-force-

iesistiig system above tie base level diaphragm shall be in accordance with the provisions for
seismic and wind design as required elsewhere in this Code'

Exception: Non-habitable accessory buildings and decks not supporting or

suppbrtedfrom the main building are exempt from these regulations.

1613,5.3 Analysis and Design

1613.5.3.1 General. Every hillside building within the scope of this section shall be analyzed,

designed, and constructed in accordance with the provisions of this Code. When the Code-

preicribed wind design produces greater effects, the wind design shall govern, but seismic

detailing requiremenis ind limitations prescribed in this and referenced sections shall be

followed,

161J.5.3.2 Base level diaphragm-downhilt direction, The following provisions shall apply to

the seismic analysis and iesigi ofthe connectionsfor the base level diaphragm in the downhill

direction.

1613.5.3.2,1 Base for lateral force design defined. For seismic forces acting in the

downhill direction,ihn bot" of the building shall be thefloor at or closest to the top of the

highest level ofthe foundation.

1613.5.3.2.2 Base shear. In developing the base shear for seismic design, the response

modification coeficient (R) shall not exceed 5 for bearingwall and buildingftame systems.

The total base"ihear si;hall include the forces tributary to the base level diaphragm

i nc ludin g for c e s fr om t he b as e I eve I di ap hr agm.

1 6 t 3. 5.4 Base shear rcsistance-primary anchors

1613.5.4.1 General. The base shear in the downhill direction shall be resisted through primary

anchors from diaphragm struts provided in the base level diaphragm to the foundation'

1613.5.4.2 Location of primary unchors. A primary anchor and diaphragm strut shall be-

provided in line with eiclrfouniation extending in the downhill direction. Primary anchors and
'diaphragm 

sfrug shall also be providedwhere interior vertical lateral-force-resisting elements

oriu, oborn and in contactwiih the base level diaphragm. The spacing ofprimary anchors and

diaphragm struts or collectors shall in no case exceed 30feet (9144 mm)'

161j.5.4.3 Design of pfimary anchors and diaphragmstruts. Primary anchors and diaphragm

struts shall be disigned in accordance with the requirements of Section l6l3-8.8.

1613.5.4.4 Limitations. The fotlowing materials and lateral-force-resisting elements shall not

be designed to resist seismic forces below the base level diaphragm in the downhill direction.

I. IV'ood slructural panel wall sheathing
2. Cement Plaster and lath.

3. Gypsumwallboard, and
4. Tension onlY bracedframes

Bracedframes designed in accordance with the requirements of Section 2205.2.2 may be used

to tranifer forcrr Tio. the primary anchors and diaphragm struts to the foundation provided

lateral fories do not induci flexural stresses in any member ofthe frame or in the diaphragm
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struts. Deflections offrames shall accountfor the variation in slope of diagonal members when

the frame is not rectangular.

1 6 1 3.5. 5 Base shear resistance-secondaty anchors.

1613.5.5.1 General. Inadditiontothe primary anchors requiredbySection 1613.10.5, the base

shear in the downhill direction shall be resisted through secondary anchors in the uphill

foundation connected to diaphragm struts in the base level diaphragm'

Exception: Secondary anchors are not required where foundations extending

in thi downhill direction spaced at not more than 30 feet (9144 mm) on center

extend up to and are directly connected to the base level diaphragm for at least

70?6 ofthe diaPhragm dePth.

1613.5.5.2 Secondary snchor capacity and spacing. Secondary anchors at the base level

diaphragm shall be designed for a minimum force equal to the base shear, including forces
mbutarl, rc the base level diaphragm, but not less than 600 pounds per linealfoot (8.76 kN/m).

The seiondary anchors shati be iniformly distributed along the uphill diaphragm edge and

shall be spaced a maximum offour feet (I 2 19 mm) on center'

1613.5.5.3 Design. Secondary anchors and diaphragm struts shall be designed in accordance

with Section 1613.8.8.

1613.5.6. Diaphragms below the base level-downhill direction. The following provisions shall

apply to the titeral analysis and design of the connections for all diaphragms below the base level

diaphragm in the downhill direction.

1613.5.6.1 Diaphragm deJined. Every Jloor level below the base level diaphragm shall be

designed as a diaPhragm'

1613.5.6.2 Designforce. Each diaphragm below the base level diaphragm shall be designed

for a1 tributarylo;ds at that levelising a minimum seismic force factor not less than the base

shear coefficient.

1613.5.6.3 Design force rcsistance-primary anchors. The design force described in Section

1613.8.7.2 shatlbe resisted through primary anchorsfrom diaphragm struts provided in each

diaphragm to thefoundation. Primary anchors shall be provided and designed in accordance

with the requirements and limitations of Section 1613'8'5'

1 6t 3.5.6.4 Design force resislance-secondary anchors,

1613.5.6.4.1 Generul. In addition to the primary anchors required in Section 1613.8.7.3'

the designforce in the downhill direction shall be resisted through secondary anchors in

the uphill foundation connected to diaphragm struts in each diaphragm below the base

level.

Exception: Secondary anchors are not required where foundations extending

in the downhill direction, spaced at not more than 30 feet (9144 mm) on

center, extend up to and are directly connected to each diaphragm below the

base level for at least 702(, of the diaphragm depth'

1613,5.6.4.2 Secondary anchor capacity. Secondary anchors at each diaphragm below

the base level diaphragm shall be designed for a minimum force equal to the design forc-e

but not less than-300 pounds per linealfoot (4.35 kN/m). The secondary anchors shall be.

uniformly disrributed along tie uphitl diaphragm edge and shall be spaced a maximum of

fourfeet (1219 mm) on center'
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1613.5.6.4.3 Design. Secondary anchors and diaphragm struts shall be designed in

accordance w ith Section I 6 I 3. 8. 8.

1613.5.7 Primary and secondary anchoruge and diaphragm strut design. Primary and secondary

anchors and diaphragm struts shall be designed in accordance with the following provisions:

I. Fasteners. All bottedfasteners used to develop connections to wood members

shall be provided with square plate washers at all bolt heads and nuts. [ilashers

shall be minimum 0.229 inch by 3 inches by 3 inches (5.82 mm by 76 mm by 76

mm) in size. Nuts shall be tightened to finger tight plus one half (1/2) wrench turn
prior to covering the framing.

2. Fastening. The diaphragm tofoundation anchorage shall not be accomplished by

the use of toe nailing, nails subject to withdrawal, or wood in cross-grain bending

or cross-grain tension.

3. Size of Wood Members. Wood diaphragm struts collectors, and other wood

members connected to primary anchors shall not be less than three-inch (76 mm)

nominal width. The fficts of eccentricity on wood members shall be evaluated

as required per llem 9.

4. Design. Primary and secondary anchorage, including slruts, splices,

and collectors shall be designedfor 125% ofthe tributaryforce.

5. Allowable Stress Increase. The one-third allowable slress increase permitted
' 
under Section 1605.3.2 shall not be taken when the working (allowable) stress

design method is used.

6. Steel Element of Structural Wall anchorage System. The strength design forces
for steel elements of the structural wall anchorage system, with the exception of
anchor bolts and reinforcing steel, shall be increased by 1.4 times the forces
otherwise required.

7. Primary Anchors. The load pathfor primary anchors and diaphragm struts shall

be fully developed into the diaphragm and into the foundation. The foundation
must be shown to be adequate to resist the concentrated loads from the primary
anchors.

8. Secondary Anchors. The load pathfor secondary anchors and diaphragm struts

shatl be fully developed in the diaphragm but need not be developed beyond the

connection to the foundalion.

g. symmetry. All lateral force foundation anchorage and diaphragm strut

connections shall be symmetrical. Eccentric connections may be permitted when

demonstrated by calculation or tests that all components of force have been

providedfor inthe structural analysis or tests.

10. Wood ledgers. Wood ledgers shall not be used to resist cross-grain bending or

cross-grain tension.

1613.5.8 Lateral-force-resisting elements normal lo the downhill direction.

1613.5.8.1 General In the direction normal to the downhill direction, lateral-force-resisting
elements shall be designed in accordance with the requirements of lhis section.
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1613.5.8.2 Buse shear. In developing the base shear for seismic design, the response

modification cofficient (R) shalt not exceed 5 for bearing wall and buildingframe systems.

1613.5.8.3 Vertical distribution of seismic forces. For seismic forces acting normal to the

downhill direction the distribution ofseismicforces over the height ofthe building using Section

12.8.3 of ASCE 7 shall be determinidusingthe height measuredftom the top of the lowest level

of the b uil ding foundat i o n.

1613.5.8.4 Drift limitations. The srory drifi below the base level diaphragm shall not exceed

0.007 times the story height at strength designforce level. The total drififrom the base level

diaphragm to the top of tie foundatiin shall not exceed % inch (19mm). Where the story height

o, th" h"uight Vo^ini mti level diaphragm to the top of the foundation varies because of a

steppedfiotiig or story offset, the height shall be measuredfrom the average height ofthe top

of'the foundat"ion. fhi siory drifi shall not be reduced by the efect ofhorizontal diaphragm

stffiess.

1 6 1 3. 5.8.5 Distribution of laterul fotces.

l6l3.S.t.5.t General. The design lateral force shall be distributed to lateral-force-

resisting elements of varying heights in accordance with the stffiess of each individual

element.

1613.5.8.5.2 llood structurul panel sheathed walls. The stiffness of a stepped wood

structural panel shear wall iay be determined by dividing the wall into adiacent

rectangulai elements, subject to the same top ofwalt deflection. Deflections of shear walls

may bi estimated by AF&PA SDPWS Section 4.3.2. Sheathing andfastening requirements

foi the srifest seciion shall be used for the entire wall. Each section of wall shall be
"anchoredfor 

shear anduplifi at each step. The minimum horizontal length ofa step shall

be eight fiet (2438 mm) ina th" maximum vertical height of a step shall be two feet, eight

inches (813 mm).

1613.j.8.5.3 Reinforced concrcte or masonry shear walls. Reinforced concrele or

masonry shear wills shall have forces distributed in proportion to the rigidity of each

section of the wall.

1613.5.8.6 Limitutions. The following materials and lateral force-resisting elements shall not

be designed to resist lateral forces bilow the base level diaphragm in the direction normal to

the downhill direction:

I. Cement Plaster and lath

2. Gypsumwallboard

3. Tension-onlY bracedframes

Bracedframes designed in accordance with the requirements of Section 2205.2'2 of this Code

may bi designed as lateral-force-resisting elements in the direction normal to the downhill

diiection, pivided lateral firtes do not induce flexural stresses in any member of the frame'
Deflectiois of frames shali account for the variation in slope of diagonal members when the

frame is not rectangular.

1 6 1 3. 5.9 Specific design provisions.

1613.5.9.1 Footings and grade beums. Alt footings and grade beams shall comply with the

following:
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1. Grade beams shall extend at least 12 inches (305 mm) below the lowest

adjacent grade and provide a minimum 24-inch (610 mm) distance

hirizontallyfrom the bottom outsideface ofthe grade beam to theface ofthe

descending sloPe.

2. Continuous footings shall be reinforced with at least two No. 4 reinforcing

bars at the top and two No. 4 reinforcing bars at the bottom'

3. All mainfooting and grade beam reinforcement steel shall be bent into the

intersectingfooting andfully developed around each corner and intersection.

4. All concrete stem walls shall extendfrom the foundation and reinforced as

required for c oncrete or masonry w all s'

1613.5.9.2 Protection against decay and temites. I{here afooting or grade beam supports

wood framing and exteids across a descending slope, the stem wall, grade beam, or footing
shall Lxtendip to a minimum 18 inches (457 mm) above the highest adiacent grade.

Exception: At paved garage and doorway entrances to the building, the

stemiall need'only extend to the finished concrete slab, provided the wood

framing is protected with a moisture proof barrier'

1613.5.9.3 Sill plates. All sill plates and anchorage shall complywith the following:

I. Alt wood framed walls, including nonbearing walls, when resting on a

footing, fiundation, or grade beam stem wall, shall be supported on wood

sill plates bearing on a level surface.

2. Power-driven fasteners shall not be used to anchor sill plates except al

interior nonbearing walls not designed as shear walls'

1613.5.9.4 Column base plate anchorage. The base of isolatedwood posts (notframed into a

studwall) supporting avirtical load of 4000 pounds (17.8 kN) or more and the base platefor
q steel column shall comply with the following:

l. Ilthen the post or column is supported on a pedestal extending above the top

of afootiig or grade beam, the pedestal shall be designed and reinforced as

ieqiiredfor "*rrnt, or masonry columns. The pedestal shall be reinforced

witth a minimum of four No. 4 bars extending to the bottom of the footing or

grade beam. The top of exterior pedestals shall be sloped for positive

drainage.

2. The base plate anchor bolts or the embedded portion ofthe post base, and

the verticil reinforcing bars for the pedestal, shall be confined with two No.

4 or three No. 3 ties within the topfive inches (127 mm) of the concrete or

masonry pedestal. The base plate anchor bolts shall be embedded a minimum

of 20 b'oit diameters into the concrete or masonry pedestal. The base plate

anchor bolts and post bases shall be galvanized, and each anchor holt shall

have at least two galvanized nuts above the base plate'

1613.5.9.5 Steel beamto column supporls. All steel beam to column supports shall be positively

braced in each direction. Steel beiis shall have stffiner plates installed on each side of the

beam web at the column. The stffiner plates shall be welded to each beamflange and the beam

web. Each brace connection or structural member shall consist of at least two 5/8-inch (15.9

mm) diameter machine bolts.
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CHAPTER 17
(Chapter 17 contains no amendmenls to

the California Building Code.)
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CHAPTER 18

SOILS AND FOUNDATIONS
(NOTE: Refer to Appendix J, as amended in this Article for requirements governing grading, excavations and

earthwork construction, including fills and embankments.)

SECTION 1803

GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Section 1803.1 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:
1803.1 Generat. Geotechnical investigations shall be conducted in accordance with Section 1803.2 and

reported in accordance with Section 1803.6. Where required by the Building Official or where geotechnical

investigations involve in-situ testing, laboratory testing or engineering calculations, such investigations shall

be conducted by aregistered design professional'

The classification, testing and investigation of the soil shall be made under the responsible charge of a

California registered geolechnical engineer. All recommendations contained in geotechnical and geohazard

,rport, shallTe subieit to the approval ofthe enforcement agency. All reports shall be preparedandsigned

by a registered geoiechnicat ei[ir""r, certified engineering geologist, and a registered geophysicist, where

applicable.

For projects requiring geologic evaluation, the evalualion shall be prepared by a California licensed

Engineiring G"otogiti aid shall be based on Guidelines presented in California Department of Conservation

Special Publication I 17.

Section 1803.5.3 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:
1803.5.3 Expansive soils. In areas likely to have expansive soil, the building official shall require

soil tests to determine where such soils do exist.

Soils meeting all four of the following provisions shall be considered to be expansive, except that

tests to show compliance with Items 1, 2 and3 shall not be required if the test prescribed in Item 4

is conducted:

1. plasticity index (PI) of 15 or greater, determined in accordance with ASTM

D4318.

2. More than 10 percent of the soil particles pass a No. 200 sieve, determined in

accordance with ASTM D422.

3. More than 10 percent of the soil particles are less than 5 micrometers in size,

determined in accordance with ASTM D422'

4. Expansion index greater Ihan 20, determined in accordance with ASTM

D4829

When required by the Building Oficial, the expansive characteristics of soil shall be determined by

proceduies in aicordance wiih Section 1803.3 and the soils shall be classified according to Table

1809.7

Foundationsfor struclures bearing on expansive soils shall require special design consideration in

accordance wilh Section 1808.6. In the event the soil expansion index varies with depth, the

weightedindex shall be determined in accordancewith section ,/803.5.3 andappliedin accordance.

witt fable 1809.7 in this Code. The soil expansion index shall be listed in all geotechnical

investigation rePorts.
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Section 1803.5.3.1 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

1803.5.3.1 Soils waiver. Whire an invistigation waiver is authorized by the Building Ofrcial

in accordance with Section 1803.2, such iaiver may assume a weighted expansive index of 9l-

t iO iia *n Tootings shall be designed in accordance with Table 1809.7 of this Code.

SECTION 1805

DAMPPROOFING AND WATERPROOFING

Section 1805.1.4 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

1g05.1.4 Drainage and maisture protectiin. Provisions shall be made for the control and drainage

of surface watei around buildings. Concentrated drainage such as rainwat^er fr.om gutters and

downspouts, scuppers, and roof itteys shall be diverted awayfrom buildingfoundations by means

oy,onrr"ii' ,ptiilt uo"ts ori/o, ot"her approved non-erosive devices. underfloor access crawl

holes, vents, and similar openings betow grade shall be providedwith curbs extending not less than

six (6) inches above adjacent Crade to pivent surface water from entering the underfloor area'

Section 1809.3 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:

1g09.3 Stepped footings. The top surface offootings shall be level. The bottom surface of footings shall be

permitted to trave a stoie not exceeding one unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (l0-percent slope)' Footings

shall be stepped where it is necessary to change the elevation of.the top surface ofthe footing or where the

surface ofthe ground slopes more than one unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (I0-percent slope)'

For srructures located in Seismic Design Categories D, E, and F, steppedfootings shall.be reinforced with

fourl/z-inch diameter (12.7 mm) deforied reinforcing bars. Two bars shall be placed at the top of the footing
'and 

two bars shall be placed at the bottom ofthe footing'

Individuat steps in continuous footings shall not exceed 18 inches in height and the slope 
-of 

a series of such

steps shall not exceed I unit virtical ro 2 units horizontal unless otherwise recommended by a geotechnical

report. The steps shall be detailed on the drawings'

Section 1809.4 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:

1g0g.4 Depth and width of footings. The minimum depth of footings below the un-d]ryrb:d ground surface

shall be l2 inches (305 mm), but not less than the depfh as prescribed by Table 1809.7. Where applicable,

the requirements of Section i-tog.s ,trutt also be satished. Thi minimum width of footings shall be 12 inches

(305 mm). Footings and foundations, unless otherwise specifically provided, shall be constructed of

masonry, concrete in conformance with this Code'

SECTION 1809

SHALLOW FOUNDATIONS

50



TABLE 1809.7
PRESCRIPTIVE FOOTINGS FOR SUPPORTING WALLS OF LIGHT FRAME CONSTRUCTION*

Piers nol allowed

Piers not qllowed

RESTNCTION ON
PIERS UNDER

RAISED FLOORS

Piers allowedfor
single foor loads

onlY

Piers allowedfor
single floor loads

only

Moistening of ground
recommended pfior to

placing concrele

120% ofoptinum
moislurc required to a

depthof2I"below
lowest adjdcent grade.

Testing rcquired.

Ii0% ofoptimum
moisture rcquircd lo a

depth of27" below
Iowest adjacenl grqde.

Testing required

140% ofoptinum
mohlure requircd to a

depth of j3" below
Iowest adjacenl grade.

Testing /equired.

PREMOISTENING
OF SOILS UNDER
FOOTINGS, PIERS
AND SLABS (4) (5)

TOTAL
THICKNESS

oF 9AND (0)

4

#4 @ 48" o.c. each
way, or #j @ 36" o.c.

each way

ll4 @ 48" o.c. each
way, or #3 @ j6" o.c.

each way

t3 @ 24" o.c. each
wqy

coNCkETE SLABS (8) (1 2)

3. 1 /2 " MINIMUM THICKNESS

o)
REINFORCEMENT

#3 @. 24" o.c. each wav2-#4 Too and
Bollom

#3 bars @ 24" in ext. footing Bend 3'inlo slab (7)

REINFORCEMENT
FOR CONTINUOUS

FOUNDATTONS (2) (6)

I-ll4 top qnd boltom

I-ll4 top and bollom

l-44 top and bottom

ll3 bars @ 24" in ext. footing Bend 3'into slab (7)

t2
l8

I2
t8

24

INTENOR
FOOTINGS
FOR SLAB

AND RAISED
FLOORS (5)

12

18
24

I2
18

24

27

DEPTH BELOI4/ NATUML
SI]RFACE OF GROUND AND

FINISH GRADE

t2
t8
21

I5
I8

21

2t

24

27
27

ALL
PENMETER
FOOTINGS

(5)

6
6
8

6
6

8

6
6

8

FOOTING
THICKNESS

6
6
8

12

15

I8

I2
15

I8

FOOTING
ItrIDTH

I2
15
18

12

15
I8

t0

(INCHES)

6
8
10

6
8
t0

6
8

IO

6
8

STEM
THICKNESS

I
2

j

I
2

3

Special desi gn by licensed engineer/qrchitect

FOUNDATION FOR SLAB & MISED FLOOR SYSTEM (4) (8)

NUMBER
OF

STORIES

I
2
3

9l-lj0 High

Above I 30 Very High

0 - 20 Very Low (non-
expansive)

2 1-50 Low

5l -90 Medium

WEIGHTED
EXPANSION INDEX

0,

lo nexl page thtough (14).

FOOTNOTES TO TABLE 1809.7
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1.

soil.

2. Reinforcement for conti,xuou.s foundations shall be placed not less than 3" above the bottom of the footing and not less than 3" below the top of the sten

3. Reinforcement shall be placed at mid-depth ofslab.

to pl ac e ment of c oncrete.

moisturebarriercomplyingwithFootnote+izo1rauelg09.7 shatlbedesigneiandionstructedasspecifiedforperimeterfootingsinTablelS09'7

engineering design, whichever is more lestfictive

7. Bent reinforcing bars between exteriorfooting and slab shall be ominedwhenfloor is designed as an independent, "floating' slab'

thiclorcss of4 inches when the expansion index exceeds 50.

Table 1809.7, shall be ptovided at garage door openings.

I l. Whele a post-tensioning slab system is used, the ilidth and depth of the pelimeter footings shall meet the requirements of this table'

I809.7.

storm drain, or other approved watercourse ot disposal area.

beiookeduniteithegrid. DepthoffireplacechimneyfootingsshallbenolessthanthatrequiredbyTablelS09T.
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CHAPTERS 19 THROUGH 30
(Chapters I9 through 30 contain no amendments lo

the California Building Code.)
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CHAPTER 31

SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION
The 202 I International Swimming Pool and Spa Code is hereby adopted in its entirety, as amended hereby These

provisions shall appty in addilio;tu the apptiiabte provisions of the State of California Swimming Pool Safety AcL

sEcrIoN 3109

SWIMMINGPOOLENCLOSURESANDSAFETYDEVICES

Section 3109.1 of the CBC is amended to read as follows:

3109.1 General. The design and construction of private swimming pools, spas a1d ho1 tubs shall comply

with the provisions of-the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code as well as the provisions of the

California Health and Safety (HS) Code, known as the Swimming Pool Safety Act. These provisions are

referenced and publishect in Chapter 3 t of the california Building code.

Exception: The administrative provisions of the California Building Code, as

o*uidnd by the County of Ventura in Article 2 of this Code, shall apply to permits,

fees, inspeltions, enforciment, and related administrative provisions for swimming

Pools and sPas.

Section 3109.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

3109.3 protectionfrom adjacent properties. Swlmming pools protected by the two safety devices required

by Section t t sizz'of thte tiealth aid Safety Cofu, but ihi"h arc not protected by an enclosure that complies

with Section II5g2;, shall be additioiatly protected by a barrier or power-,operated pool cover to prevent

unsupervised oii"n uy childrenfrom adjaient properiies andfrom the public way. This protection shall be

proiidrd by means of one of the following safety measures:

I. A non-climbable barrier placed along the properly line, or within the same property

as the pool, that is not teis than 48 inches in height measuredfrom grade on the side

ofthebarrieroppositerothepool,andwhichisolatesthepoolfromadjacent
properries ona tii public way. ihe barrier shall_comply with the requirements.for

bairiers in the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code'

2. A power-operated pool cover that is listed as meeting the performance standards of
ASTM FT346-9].

Section 3109.4 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

3109.4 Pool design and construction'

3109.4.1 General. pool design ond construction shall be in accordance with accepted engineering

practice, shall be in confoimity with applicable protisions of the adopted building, electrical,

plunbinig, and mechanich coais, ana shitt be stricturally suitable for the soil, topographic, and
-geologic 

conditions prevailing at the construction site'

3109.4.2 Expansive soil design. Pools constructed below grade shall be designed on the assumption

that their cinstruction is to be in an area ofmoderately expansive soil having an expansion index

of5I-90 and an equivalentfluidpressure ifnot less than 45 pounds per cubicfoot (5 pcf)'

Exceplion: Il'here tests indicate that soils at a pool site are non-expansive or have low

"rpaision 
characteristics lrom the ground surface to the full depth of the pool,

structural design may be based on an equivalentfluid pressure not less than 30 pcf.

In highly expansive soils having an expansion index ofgl-130, pools shall be designedfor not less

than 60 pcf equivalent fluid pressure'
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In very highly expansive soils having an expansion index over I 30, pool design shall be subject to

speciil riqiiremen* based on a site investigation, soil testing, and engineering analysis by a

registered-civil engineer to determine appropriate design parameters for the site.

3109.4.3 Hydrostatic upffi. In areas of anticipaled highwater table or moderate to highly

expansive ioil an approved hydrostatic relief system or device shall be installed.

Section 3109.5 is added to the Ventura County Building Code:

3109.5 Dechs
3109.5.1 General. A deck shall be provided around below-grade swimming pools except when

special engineering design is furniihed which indicates that such deck is not necessary for the

purpose o/maintalning the strictural integrity of the pool and/or for controlling surface water and

moistureLonpnt in thi soil adjacent to the pool. Decks shall not be requiredfor spas and hot tubs.

JI0g.S.2Deckdesignandconstruction Requireddeclashallbeconstructedofconcreteorother
approved impeniis material and shall be sloped to provide positive drainage away from the

perimeter of the pool. Except as provided below, declrs shall have a minimum width offourfeet and

shall be atieast 3-I/2 inches initickness. Reinforcement shall be#3 bars spacednot over24 inches

on- c e nter, e ac h w ay, or equ iv al e nt re infor c i ng'

Approved joints shall be provided in the deck al corners, at maximum l1-foot intervals, and

wherever iecessary in ordir to control cracking, to allow for dffirential movement, and to minimize

damage to the deckfrom such movement should it occur'

Joints in decls and coping shalt be made watertight with an approved permanent resilient sealanl.
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CHAPTERS 32 THROUGH 35
(Chapters 32 through 35 contain no amendments to

the California Building Code.)
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CBC APPENDIX J
GRADING

Appendix J of the International Building Code is adopted in its entirety and amended in the VCBC as follows "

SECTION JlOl
GENERAL

section J101 in cBC Appendix J has been amended in the vcBc to read as follows:

JI01.I General. All grading must be executed in accordance with the provisions of this Code unless specifically

amended herein| and a"ll references in this appendix apply to this Code except where noted'

For the purposes of this appendix, the term "Building Oficial" shall mean the Director of Public Works, as

defined in Article 2, Section 202 of this Code'

JI0I.2 Scope and purpose. The provisions ofthis appendix setfo-rth the rules and regulations to control grading,

excavations, and earthwork construction, incliiingfills aid embankments and lhe control of site runofffrom

active grading projects, erosion, sedimentatiin, and grading-related pollutants; establishes the

administrative pio"idrr, 7or the issuance of grading prriitt and provides for approval of plans and

inspection oy gioiiig ,orriruction. where coifli"cts occui between the technical requirements of this chapter

and the geotechnical report, the geotechniial report shall govern' The purpose of this appendix is to

safeguaid life, tiib, property, andThe pubtic welfire by regulating grading on private and public property

in the unincorporated areas ofVentura County'

J\01.3 Special Flood Hazard areas. Afloodplain permit, orfloodplain clearance is requiredfor all gradingwork

within a specioiltoii norora or"i o, diJined^in the Veitura County Floodplain Management ordinance and

ony orrid.unis thereto in addition to provisions of the California Building Code Section 1612. A separate

.watercourse encroachment permil may be required from the Ventura County Watershed Protection District

for any grading work within their jurisdictional channels'

In special flood hazard areas established by the Ventura County Floodplain Management Ordinance and

referenced in Section 1612.3, grading and/irfill shalt not be approvedunless suchfitl is placed, compacted

and sloped to minimize shifiing, slumping and erosion during the rise and fall of flood water and' as

applicable, wave action, ani thi the regisired design pro/essioial can demonstrate through hydrologic and

iyarautic analyses that the proposed grading or fill, or both will 
,not 

result in any increase in the one percent

annual chance flood elevarion.' In tpiiot Tioa 
-nazard 

areas subiect to high-velocity wale action such as in

the coastal coiiunities, gradingand/orPtt shall not be approvedunless suchJill is conductedand/or placed

to avoid diversion of water andwaves toward any building or structure.

1101.4 General hazards. whenever the Building official determines that any existing excavation orfill on private

prcperty has become a hazard to tife and lim6, or endangers property, or adversely affects the safety, use or

stability of a public way or drainage coltse, the Buitding ofu"iot may give written notice thereof to the

owner of the pr:ip,"rty upo, which tie excavati,ion or fill is loca/ed, or other person or agent in control of said

property. uponieceipt'ofnotice, the owner or anotier person or agent in control ofthe property shall repair

or eliminate such excavation or embankment to eliminate the hazard and to be in conformance with the

requirementsofthisCode,withintheperiodspecifiedinsaidnotice.

J101.5 Safety precautions. If at any rtage of the work the Building officiat determines by inspection that

continuing grading is likely to endanger iny public or private property or result tlthe deposition ofdebris

on any public i,oy"o, inteifere with in erisiiig drainage course, the Buitding official may order the work

stopped by notice in writing served on any peisons engaged in doing or causing such wo\k to be done, and

any such person shall imiediately stop iuih work. Tieiork may proceed once the-Building official finds

adequate ,o7"|j prr"outions ari taAcn or corrective measures are incorporated in the work to avoid

likeiihood ofsuch danger, deposition or interference'
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(the gradingwork has created or resulted in a hazardous condition, the Building Oficial shall give written

notice requiring cotection thereof as specified in Seclion JI01.4 of this Code.

JI01.6 Protection of atilities. The permittee and owner of any property on which grading is performed shall be

responsible for the prevention of damage to any public utilities, public services, or private serttices.

J101.7 Protection of adjacent properfies. The permittee and owner of the property onwhich grading is performed

shall be responsible for the prevention of damage to adjacent property, including public and private streets,

and no person shall excavate on land sufficiently close to the property line to endanger any adioining public

or private street, sidewalk, alley, or other public or private property without taking adequate measures to

support and protect such property from seltling, cracking or other damage thal might resuh. Any person

pedorming any grading that involves imported or exported materials shall take special precautions, as

approved by the Building Official, to prevent materials from being deposited on the adiacent public way

and/or in drainage courses.

J101.7.1 Documentation of existing prupeily line conditions. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the

permittee and owner of the property on which grading is proposed, shall provide the Building Oficial with
representative photographs of all properly lines and privale or public streets adiacent to the proposed

grading area. The purpose ofthe photo documentation is to establish the pre-grading condition ofadiacenl
property to avoid claimsfor damage during construction ofthe site. Photos ofthe adiacent public or private

street shall include enough detailfor a distance ofone block on each side ofthe property (approximately 400

feet or lo the nearest intersection) to exhibit the existing conditions ofstreet pavement, sidewallrs, curb and
gutter, driveways, shoulder parking areas, mailboxes, above grade utility services, gates, fences, walls, street

trees, parkways, vauh covers and survey monument wells, landscaping and irrigation, and catch

basins/inlets. The photos ofthe property lines shall be representative ofthe setback areas on both sides of
the property lines and include fences, walls, landscaping and irrigation, natural features, driveways,

buildings, and drainage devices. Photos shall be submitted to the Building Official, in a ".ipg or .bmp" or
equivalent digital file format and include adequate description and direction to identifu the location ofeach
photo.

J101.8 Storm water control measutes. The permittee and owner of any property on which the grading is

performed shall put into ffict and maintain all precautionary measures necessary to protect adiacent water

courses and public or private propertyfrom damage by erosion, flooding, and deposition ofmud, debris, and

grading-related pollutants originatingfrom the site in accordance with Section Jl 12.

J101.9 Maintenance of protective devices and rodent control. The permittee and owner of any property onwhich
grading has been performed pursuant to a permit issued under the provisions of this Code, or any other

person or agent in control of such property, shall implement a program to control burrowing rodents if
recommended by project Field Engineer and maintain in good condition and function of all drainage

slructures and other protective devices.

J101.10. Conditions of approval. In granting any permit under this Code, the Building Official may include such

conditions as may be reasonably necessary to prevent creation ofa nuisance or hazard to public or private

property. Such conditions may include, but shall not be limited to:

I. Improvement of any existing grading to comply with the standards of this Code.

2. Requirementsforfencing of excavations orfills thatwould otherwise be hazardous.

SECTION J1O2

DEFINITIONS

Section J102 in CBC Appendix J has been amended in the VCBC to read as follows
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J102.1 Deftnitions. For the purposes of this appendix, the terms, phrases andwords listed in this section and

their derivatives shall have the indicated meanings.

AGRICULTURAL GRADING. Grading ro enhance or conduct farming, including animal husbandry and

the production and management ofcrols (ncluding aquatic crops) forfood, fiber, fuel and ornament, and

tithe'rearing of biotogicaliontrol igeni as defined in the Ventura County Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance'

Agricultuial" gradiig does not iiclude grading for buildings, barns, equestrian facilities, permanent

stluctures with afoundation, and paved parking lots'

A1\ROVAL. When the proposed work or completed work conforms to this appendix as futermined by and

to the satisfaction of the Building Official.

AVERAGE NATURAL slopE DETERMINATION. Stope is the ratio of the vertical distance to the

horizontal distance, or the elevation change in feet divided by the distance in feet. The percent slope of a

development area (ie, the entire contiguoui arei that will be disturbed by the land clearing, grading, or other

earthioving activities) is the natural slope of the existing terrain and not the finished or proposed percent

slope resuliingfrom tie project. The average natural slope, in percent, for a given area is the product ofthe

selected contour intervail oid th" sum oftie length of each selected contour interval divided by the area in

square feet and is shown informula: S:(I x L x 100) / (A x 43,560), where:

1 S - Average existing land slope, in percent

I : Intenal, infeet, of the topographic map contour lines

L -- The sum, infeet, of the lingth of the contour lines, at the selected contour interval "1"

A : The total area, in acres, ofthe disturbed area ofthe development

The cross section of the selected contour shall be representative of the property and drawn perpendicular to

the contours ofthi proposed disturbed area using a site planwith a contour interval not to exceedfivefeet

at a scale of I inch: I\lfeet or better'

AS-BUILT. A record drawing of the completedwork including improvements, line and grade.

BEDROCK. The relatively solid, undisturbed rock in place either at the ground surface or benealh

superficial deposits of alluvium, colluvium and/or soil'

BENCH. A relatively level step excavated into earth material on which fill is to be placed.

BEST MANAGEMENT zRACTICE (BMP). A stormwater pollution mitigation measure that is required to

be employed in order to comply witi the requirements of the Ventura Countywide Stormwaler Quality

Management program, National-Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit (See SectionJI I2

of this Code).

BORROW, Earth material acquiredfrom an adjacent areawithin the property boundaryfor use in grading'

B(IILDING OFFICIAL. See Article 2, Section 202 of this Code'

CIVIL ENGINEER. A professional engineer licensed by the State of California to practice in the field of

Civil Engineering.

CIVIL ENGINEERING. The application of the knowledge of theforces of nature, principles of mechanics

and the properties of materials io the evaluation, design, and construction of civil works.

COMPACTION. The densification of a fill by mechanical means'
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DESIGN ENGINEER. The Civil Engineer responsible for the preparation of the grading plans for the site

gradingwork.

DESIGNATED ,fiATERWAY. A watercourse that is identified as one or more of the following: a Redline

jurisdictional channel as defined by the Ventura County LI/atershed Protection Dislrict; a blueline stream as
- 

shown on a USGS Quad Map; or a regulated floodway as shown on the Federal Emergency Management

Agency Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Ventura Counly.

DESIGNATED WETLAND. A wetland identified by an Environmental Impact Report or awetland habitat,

not including those within man-made structures, as identified on the latest National Wetlands Inventory Maps

on.file with the Resource Management Agency.

DESILTING BASINS. Physical structures constructed for the removal of sediments from surface water

runoff.

DISCRETIONARY GRADING PERMIT. Grading permits that are subject to the Permits Streamlining Act

and exceeds thresholds provided herein in Section J|03.3.

DOWN DRAIN. A device for collecting water from a swale or ditch located on or above a slope, and safely

delivering it to an approved drainage facility.

DRAINAGE COaRSE. The natural or manmade path that runoff will follow through a property or parcel

of land.

EARTH MATERIAL. Bedrock, rock, natural soil or unconsolidated natural material above bedrock or

mixture thereof.

ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST. A Professional Geologist licensed by the State ofCaliforniawith a specialty

c ertific ate of Engine ering G e ol o gy.

ENGINEERING GEOLOGY. The application of geologic knowledge and principles in the investigation and

evaluation of geologic factors relating to Civil Engineering.

EROSION. The wearing away of the ground surface as a result of the movement of wind, water, or ice'

EXCAVATION. The removal of earth material by artificial means, also referred to as a cut.

EXPORT. The removal of excess graded materials from the properly.

FIELD ENGINEER The Civil Engineer, or designee, responsible for performing the functions as set forth
in Section J106.3.

FILL. Deposition of earth materials by artificial means'

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER. See "Soils Engineer."

GEOTECHNICAL HAZARD. An adverse condition due to landslide, settlement, and/or slippage. These

hazards include but are not limited to loose debris, slope wash, and mudflows from natural or grafud slopes.

GRADE. The vertical location of the ground surface.

GRADE, EXISTING. The natural grade prior to any grading.

GRADE, FINAL. See Section JL06.7'

GRADE, FINISHED. The grade of the site at the conclusion of all grading efforts.
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GRADE, INITIAL. See Section J106.7.

GRADE, ROaGH. See Section Jl06'7.

GRADING. An excavation or fill or combination thereof'

HILLSIDE EROSION CONTROL ORDINANCE. A Ventura County Ordinance (ord. Nos. 3 5 39 and 3683)

thar regulates agriculture grading in critical erosion areas. This ordinance is administered by the Ventura

Countl Resouri Consenition Dirtrirt and requires property owners-who desire to perform agricultural

gradiig to enter into a cooperatite agreement with the Resource Conservation District and prepare a

nnNiau Erosion Control Plan before any grading is commenced'

IMqORT. Earth material acquiredlrom outside the property boundaries for use in grading on a site.

ISOLATED, SELF-CONTAINED AREA. That portion of a parcel of land or of contiguous parcels of land

under single ownership which meets one of the following three criteria:

I. The grading area is only usedfor growing crops or raising livestockfor sale.

2. The area is constructedunder the direcl control of the LI.S. Department of Agriculture,

Natural Resources Conservation Service'

3. The area contains oitfield operations which are established under an existing land use

entitlement and the grading involves exploration, development, production, or

maintenanc e ac tiv ities.

KEy. I trench excavated in earth material generally constructed at the toe of a proposedfill slope and may

include a subsurface drain system. Also known as a "keyway'"

L,ANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. A person who holds a State of Caldornia license to practice landscape

architecture under the applicable landscape architecture provisions of Division 3, Chapter 3.5 of the

Business and Professions Code.

LINE. The horizontal location ofthe groundsurface'

MINISTERIAL GRADING PERMIT. Grading permits that are not subiect to the time limits established

under the permits Streamlining Act and do notiiceed certain thresholds. These permits require no special

discretion orjudgment in whelher or how the project should be carried out. The grading permit is not subiect

to the provisions of the California Environmental Qudlity Act

4ERMITTEE. The property owner or property owner's authorized agent. See Section Jl06'6.

\RIVATE SEWAGE DIS4OSAL SYSTEM. A septic tank with effluent discharging into a subsurface

disposal field, into one or more seepage pits or into a combination ofsubsurface disposal field and seepage

p,ii or o uch otherfaciliries as may bipirmnted by the Resource Management Agency Environmental Health

Division.

zROJECT CONSULTANTS. The professional consultants required by this Code which may consist of the

design engineer, field engineer, soiis engineer, engineering geologist, and landscape architect as applicable

to this appendix.

qROFESSIONAL INSnECTION. The inspection required by this Code to be performed by the Project

Consultants or persons under the responsible supemision of a California licensed Engineer or Geologist'

such inspectiois shall be sufficient 16 torm an opinion relating to the conduct of the work'
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puBLIC WORKS AGENCY. The Public works Agency, County of ventura.

RAINY SEASON. That period of time when rainfall is likely to occur and is definedwithin the months and

dates as shown in the current i/entura Countywide Stormwater Quatity Management Program, National

Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDEE Permit'

RETAINING WALL. A wall-fype structure that is built to restrain a vertical ot near vertical face mass of

earth. The earrh behind the wit may be a natural embankment or backfill material placed adiacent to the

retainingwall.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY. The Resource Management Agency, County of Ventura'

SITE. A lot or parcel ofland or contiguous combination thereof, under the same ownership, where grading

is performed or Permitted.

SLOpE.l stretchofgroundforminganaturalorartificialinclinedgroundsurface,betvveentwolevelareas,
and is expressed ai a ratio"ofhorlzontal distance to vertical distance. The overall slope height does not

include ii ns hefgh calculati"on any portion ofslope supported by retainingwalls or any portions less than

5: I in gradient. ) level area can be a road, but not a terrace drain'

SOIL. Naturally-occurring superficial deposits.

soILS ENGINEER (GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER). A Civil Engineer experienced and knowledgeable

in the practice of soils engineering or qualified by the State of California to use the title.

soILS ENGINEERING (GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING). The application of the principals of soils

mechanics in the invesfig)ion, evaluation, and design of civil works involving the use of earth materials and

the inspection or testing of construction thereof'

SOIL TESTING AGENCL. An agency regularly engaged in the lesting of .soils and rock under the direction

of a licensed Civil Engineer experienced in soil testing'

STORMDRAINSVSTEM. Aconveyanceorsystemofconveyances,includingroadswithdrainagesystems,
municipal streets, catch basins, curlts, gutters:dirchei, pipes, andman-made channels, designed or usedfor

collecting and conveying storm water.

sToRM WATER qOLLIITION CONTROL PL.AN $WPCP). A site drmoing with details, notes, and

related documents that identifu the measures proposed by the permittee or property owner' during

construction of the site that iniirporates Best Minagement Practices (BMPs) to eflectively control erosion,

sediment loss, and prohibits thi discharge of pollutants from the construction site area. SI{PCPs are

required on projects less than one acre of disturbed area'

sToRM WATER qOLLaTION 4REVENTION PLAN (SWPPP). A site drawing with details, notes, and

relateddocuments that identifuthe measures proposedbythe permittee or properly owner,to (1) control

erosion and prevent sedimeni and construction-related pollutants from being carried ffiite by stormwater,

and (2) prevent non-stormwater discharges from entiring the storm drain system' A SWPPP shall be

prup)iri and implemented in accordance with the Ventura Countywide Stormwater Quality Management
'prigram, 

Natioial Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit.

SURFACE DRAINAGE. Flows over the ground surface'

TERRACE. A relatively level step constructed in the face of a graded slope for drainage and maintenance

purposes.

TEMqORART STOCK4ILE. The creation of a mound of earth with side slopes of 3 units horizontal to I
unir vertical (3 3% slope) or flatter, and not to exceed eight feet in height and removed or protected prior to
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the rainy season.

TRUCK ROUNDTRIP. One truck roundtrip is counted as a heavy axle wheeled vehicle, single or tandem,

entering and leaving the project site as pari of the permitted grading wilh a load of earth materials or road

base materials.

SECTION J1O3

PERMITS REQUIRED

Section J103 in CBC Appendix J has been amended in the VCBC to read as follows

J103.1 permits required. Except as specified in Section J103.2, no grading shall be performed without first

having obtained a grading permit from the Building Official.

J103.2 Exempted work. A grading permit shall not be required for the following:

l. When approved by the Building Official andwithout conflicts with zoning ordinances,

grading in an isolated, self-containedarea, provided there is no danger to the public and

that such grading will not adversely affect adjoining properties

2. Excavation for construction of a structure and authorized by a valid building permit

provided the excavation is limited to the removal of earth material for the footprint of the

structure plus a distance offive feet measured horizontally from any footprint edge for
construction offootings, caissons, piles, foundation systems, retaining walls, or a pool.

This shall not exempt anyfill in excess of 50 cubic yards made with the material from such

excavation at or below the natural grade unless approved by the Building Oficial.

3. Cemqtery graves'

4. Refuse disposal sites complying tlith Public Resources Cofu Section 40000, et. seq., as

determined by the Local Enforcement Agency or controlled by other regulations.

j. Excavations for wells, tunnels,or trenches for public utilities. Private utility ttenches shall

be exempt unless the trench isfor a private storm drain conduit or private utility conduit

that exceeds l8-inches in diameter and the trench excavation exceeds 50 cubic yards.

6. Mining, quarrying, excavating, processing, stockpiling of rock, sand, gravel, aggregate or

clay where established and provided for by law, as administered by the Resource

Management Agency,provided such operations do not affect the lateral support or increase

the stresses in soil orpressure upon structures on any adjacent or contiguous property.

Z. Exploratory excavations underthe direction ofaSoi/s Engineer or EngineeringGeologist-

This shall not exempt grading ofaccess roads or pads createdfor exploratory excavations.

Exploratory excavations must not create a hazardous condition to adiacent properties or

thi public in accordance with Section J101.4. Exploratory excavations must be restored

to existing conditions, unless approved by the Building Official. Exploralory excavations

that will be greater than 50 feet in depth may require a permit from the County of Ventura

llatershe d Pr ote cti on D istr ict'

8. An excavation that complies with one of the following conditions (See Figure JI03.2): (I)

is less than 2 feet in depth and does not exceed 50 cubic yards, or (2) does not create a cut

slope greater than 5 feet measuredvertically upwardfrom the cut surface to the surface of
the natural grade and is not steeper than 2 units horizontal to I unit vertical (50 percent
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slope) and does not exceed 50 cubic yards or (j) routine maintenance to re-establish

storage capacity for debris basins.

The cumulative placement offill on any one lot that does not obstruct a drainage course

and complies with one of the following conditions (see Figure J103.2): (l) is less than I

foot in iepth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter than I unit vertical in 5

units horizontal (20% stope) and does not exceed one acre in size or 1000 cubic yards; or

(2) is tess than 3 feet in depth at its deepest point measured vertically upwardfrom natural
'giodn 

to the surface of the rtil, does not exceed 50 cubic yards, not intended to support

structures, and creates afill slope no steeper than 2 units horizontal lo I unit vertical (50

percent slope); or (3) is less than 5 feet in depth at ils deepest point measuredverticdlly
'upwardfrim 

natural grade to the surface ofthe fill, does not exceed 20 cubic yards, not

intended to support a slructure, and creates afill slope no steeper than 2 units horizonlal

to I unit vertical (50 percent slope)-

FIGARE J103.2

10. Grading to support irrigated agricultural produclion under an approved hillside erosion control

plan by rhe iintura County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD) in compliance with the

Hiltside Erosion Control ordinance (HEC7). Should the VCRCD exempt or deny a property owner

from the requirements of rhe Hillside Erosion Control Ordinance, the property owner is required to

obtain a grading permii or aformal grading permit exemptionfrom the Building Official'

II. When approved by the Buitding Official, sand and gravet backfill behind retainingwalls to a

horizontal distance equal to L5 times the height of the retaining wall authorized by a valid building

permit.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this appendix shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any

work to be done in uny -unn". in violation of the piovisions of this appendix or any other laws or ordinances

of this jurisdiction.

I103.3 Ministerial permits. The issuance or denial of a grading permit pursudnt to this Code is a ministerial act
- 

for the purposis of Section 21080, subdivision (Q 111, oTne futlic Resources Code, except in the following

five cases:

9.
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I . Where fhe average natural slope within the area to be graded exceeds I 0?6 and the amount

ofexcavation orfill exceeds 10,000 cubic yards

2. Where lhe ayerage natural slope within the area to be graded exceeds 35%o and the amount

ofexcavation orfill exceeds 1,000 cubic yards

3. Where the proposed grading creates a slope exceeding 40 vertical feet in height' as

measured in plan view, perpendicular to the slope'

4. where the proposed grading is within an area that has specific permitting requirements

related to a protected res;ource documented by the Resource Management Agency,

Planning DePartment

5. l,tlhere the totul fruck roundtrips for the grading operation caftying earth.materials

exceeds 5 trutcAr per hour, or oicuis during-peak trffic hours, or creates a safety hazard

for ingress oi "g/r* 
routes such as truck sliging, clogging turn pocl<ets, or line ofsight

In each of rhe Jive cases listed above, the issuance or denial of a grading permit is discretionary for the

purposes of Section Zi OSO, subdivision (a) of the Public Resources Code except in the following three cases

'in 
which such issuance or denial is a minislerial act:

I. Where a professional prepared report, study, map, or entitlement on file with the county

Public works Agency o, R rourr" Management Agency demonstrates that the proposed

grading has ni adverse ffict to a protected resource documented by the Resource

Management Agency, Planning Department'

2. The grading is related to oiffietd operations, involving exploration, dettelopment or

production of oit, and ail of thi following conditions are satisfied; (a) The grading will be

restricted to an area on which such oiffield operations may lawfully take place pursuant to

an exisling use permitfor such operarions issued by the County; (b) the proposed graded

slopes will be Tess than 40 feet in vertical height; (c) before the grading commences,

grading bonds are submitted to the Building official guaranteeing all erosion control

facilitis, slope planting and slope maintenance necessary to meet then existing County

standards; ind- (d) wilnin OO days of completion of the grading, all slopes created or

modified are hydio-mulched with a native plant and an iftigation method sfficient to

ensure establishment of suc h plants'

3. The grading related to oilfield operations involving the exploration, development of

production of oil, and is limited to one or more of the following: (a) routine mainlenance

or repair oi existing drill sites or existing roads which does not materially alter the

location, size or corlfiguration ofthe original sites or roads; (b) routine dredging ofwaste

materials for whici i permit has been issued by the Environmental Health Division of

Ventura County Resource Managemenf Agency; (c) maintenance of existing oilfrcld

facilities.

Jl03.4 Discretionary Grading permit. The issuance or denial of a discretionary grading permit pursuant to this

Code is a disqetionary ict for the purposes of Section 2I 0b0, subdivision (a) of the Public Resources Code

when the proposea griaini is notfor in exempted proiect as described in Section JI03 or does not meet any

one of the criteria descritid in seition J\03.2'or cinnit be determined as ministerial by the Building oficial'

A discretionary grading permit shall become operative on the 15th calendar day after its issuance or' in the

case of an oppnit, o, ihL dorc the Board of Sipenisors issues its^decision upholding or ordering issuance'

The discretionary grading permit will require'the preparation ofengineered grading plans as described in

Section J105.2.2.

Jl03.5 Discretionary Grading permit review. The only discretionary powers to be exercised in coniunctionwith
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the issuance or denial of discretionary grading permit shall be exercised by the Building Official, or by the

Board of Supervisors on appeal. Those discretionary powers shall be limited to all of those discretionary

powers, (i) io issue the peiiit subjecr b conditions or changes in the proiect needed to mitigate significant
'environmental 

effects which would otherwise result lrom the grading, (ii) to deny the permit in order to avoid

such fficts, or- 1iii1 to issue the permit despite trih ,X""tt, as are conferred upon the lead agency by the

California Environmental Quality Act (Section 2 1000 et seq. of the Pubtic Resources Code) and are generally

described in Section 1504d through 15043 ofthe State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et seq. ofTitle l4
of the California Administrative Code)'

J103.6 Discretionary Grading Permit hearing. With respect to a discretionary grading permit, the Building

officiat shall iisue o, i"ry the permit only afier holding a public hearing, considering the applicable

environmental document, and, if ippropriate, ceirtifying that such document has been prepared in compliance

with the California Environmeitai guilny ,lrt. The Buitding Official shall give at least l0 days written notice

ofsuch hearingto the applicantforThe permit and to any owner ofreal property in the vicinity ofthe proposed

grading ,lrori proprity interist migit be substantially aflected by issuance or denial of the permit' The
"notice"shall 

sprri5y'mriime, date anh plare of the hearing, shall give a general description of the grading to

which the permit applicatiotn pertains, shail give a general description of the property on which the grading

would ociur, and shall stati that any interested person will be given an opporlunity to present relevant

evidence at the hearing. The hearing shall be timited to, and any decision of the Building official shall be

based upon, the envirinmental issuei with respect to which the Building Official has been granted discretion

by this section.

J103.7 Discretionary Grading Permit appeaL Any interested person may appeal the issuance,or denial of a

discretionary giading peimu by fitiif with thi Building oficial the appeal fee presuibed by the Board of

Supervisors tigether"iith o nitiL" oj appeal on a form satisfactory to the Building official within I0 days

afier the issuance or denial. fhe heiiing on appeal shall be noticed and conducted by the Board of

iupervisors in the same manner as the original hearing before the Building Oficial, except that the notice

shall also be given to the appellant. The dicision of the Board of Supemisors on appeal shall be issued in

writing anerlhe hearing on'appeal and shall be finat and conclusive when issued. A copy of the decision

shail \e-sertted upon tie appiiZant for the permit and upon the appellant. If the decision is to order the

issuance o7 a griding p"iiit prrr{ously denied or to modify a grading permit previously issued by the

Building O6ri"ot, the"wiitten order shall constitute the permit and shall include appropriate conditions.

A ministerial grading permit shall be operarive immediately upon issuance. A discretionary grading permit

shall become opuroiii, on the I5rh ca[endar day afier its issuance or, in the case ofan appeal, on the date

the Board of supervisors issues ils decision upholding or ordering issuance

SECTION J1O4

GRADING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Section J104 is added to the VCBC

J 1 04. 1 Grading designation.

The fotlowing are the types of Grading permits:

t . Stockpile perml: Import and Grading necessary to temporarily place a Stockpile of earth

materials for future Grading activity.

2. Removal and Re-compaction Grading Permit: Grading necessary only to prepare a site

and access for the placement of a structure that meets both of the following:

a. More than 50 cubic yards to be removed and replaced in accordance

with the recommendations of a Geotechnical Report, and
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b. An increase in elevation beneath the structure of I -foot or less from the

existing grade'

3. Agricultural or Oilfield: Grading necessary for agricultural operations or for oil field
operations, involving maintenance, exploration, development or produclion ofoil.

4. Regular Grading: Grading involving 500 cubic yards or less of cut or fill' The reported

earthwork quantities should not include the volumes generated by removal and re-

comPaction grading.

5. Engineered Grading: Grading in excess of 500 cubic yards of cut or fill. The reported

earthwork quantities should not include lhe volumes generated by removal and re-

comPaction grading.

J 1 04.2 Permit exPirations.

The Building officiat may extend the time for completion of the grading and other improvements

authorized iy tie grading permitfor one (l) additional year, ifcircumstances beyondthe permittee's

control have prevented-the completion o/ the project, and necessary inspection fees have been

deposited. Oity subdivisions with an approved Subdivision Improvements Agreement, or a
divelopment agreement, can be extended for more than three years but not in excess of the time

limits of the agreement.

I. Stockpile permit: The Stockpile permit issued by the Building Official under the provisions

ofthis Code shall expire by limitation at the end of I year and is required to be converted

and included in a regular or engineered grading permil'

2. Removal and Re-compaction (R&R) Grading Permit: The grading permit issued by the

Buitding Official undir the provisions of this Code shall expire by limitation afier I year

from the date ofsuch permit issuance.

3, Agricultural or oiffield: The grading permit issued by the Building official under the

piovisions of this Code shall expire by limitation tf the grading authorized by such a permit

is not completed within 2 years from the date of such permit issuance.

4. Regular or Engineering Grading: The grading permit issued by the Building Official under

rhi provisions-of this Code shall expire by limitation if the grading and other improvements

authorized by such a permit are not completed within 3 yearsfrom the date of such permit-

J104.3 Grading permit fees. Grading permits and grading plan review fees shall be as set forth in 'schedules

enacted by the Aoard of Supeniors. Except ai otherwise specified in such schedule, grading permit and

grading jlan review feis siall not be refundable unless approved by the Building Official.

J104.4 Grading security. The Building Oficial may require a security in such form and amounts as may be

deemed necessary jo ,nrury that the work, if not iompleted in accordance with the approved plans and

specifications, .iU nu corrected to eliminate hazardous conditions. I4rhen the Building Oficial determines

that a security is necessary, a grading permit shatl not be issuedfor grading unless the owner posts with the

Building Oficial a securiiy of tne rypi anaformat that complies with the latest edition of the Venlura County

Public Worl<s AgencY Bond Book.

J104.4.1 Amount of security. The amount of security shall be based on the approved grading plan and

engineer's estilmate thai includes: the nimber of cubic yards of material in either excavation orfill,
whichever is greater; the cost of all drainage or other protective fuvices for work necessary to eliminate

geotechnical hazards; appurtenant improvements such as access roads for fire prolection purposes;

temporary and permaniit nVp sediment control; landscaping and irrigation; and an amount to
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guarantee that damaged public and private property during the grading construction work will be

repaired.

J104.4.2 Conditions. All security shall include the conditions that the principal shall:

t. Comply with atl of the provisions of this appendix, applicable lans, and ordinances

2. Comply with all of the terms and conditions of the grading permit

3. Complete all of the work authorized by the grading permit

4. Complete all repairs to public and private property in a timely manner to the satisfaction of

the Building Official

J104.4.3 Term of security. The term of each security shall begin upon the filing with the Building Official

and the security shail remain in ffict until the work authorized by the grading permit, including any

repairs to pubiic and private property, is completed and approved by the Building Official.

J104.4.4 Defautt procedures. In the event any gradingfor which a permit has been issued is not completed

in accordance with the approved plans and specifications for said work or with all terms and conditions

of the grading permit, iie Building Officiat shall give notice thereof to the principal and surety or

Tnonrnt institition executing the security, or to the owner in the case of a cash bond or assignment.
"The 

Building Oficial may fhireafier determine the work that is necessary to mitiSate any hazardous or

unsafe conditiins on fhe site, and also include damaged public or private property adjacent to lhe site

and cause such work fo be performed. Where the security consists of a bond or instrument of credit, the

surety or financial institutibn ixecuting the security shall be responsible for the payment of all costs and

expenses incurred by the Building Officiat in causing such work to be performed, up to the full amount

oj the surety. In thi case of a cish-'bond or assignment, the Building Official may pay all costs and

expenses incurred in causiig such work to be performedfrom the funds deposited and return any unused

portion of such deposit or funds to the person making said deposil or assignment.

JI04.S Right of entry. The Building Oficial or the authorized representative of the surety company or financial
institution shall have access t; h; premises described in the permit for the purpose of inspecting the work.

In the event of default in the performance of any term or condition of the permit, the surety or financial
institution or the Building Oficial, or any person employed or engaged on the behalf of any of these parties,

shall have the right to go upon the premises to perform the required work. The ovvner or any other person

who interferet iittt oi otirructs the ingress into or egress from any such premises, of,any authorized

representative of the surety or financial institution or of the County of Ventura engaged in the correction or

cimplerion of the work fo, *hith a grading permit has been issued, afier a default has occurred in the

performance of the terms or conditions thereof is guilty of a misdemeanor.

1104.6 Avaitability of permit at site. No person shall perform any grading that requires a permit under this

appendix unliss-a-copy ofthe grading permir is in the possession ofa responsible person and available at

the sile.

Jt04.T Land use. The Buitding Official may issue a grading permit for work on a parcel of tanl and by doing

such does not legalize tie parcel or create an entitlement for fulure development of the parcel. The

determination of i parcel as being capable of being developed is determined by the Resource Management

Agency.

JI04.t Coordination and permits with other agencies. The property owner shall be responsible for coordinating

their proposed proieir with other agencies to determine if a permit or agreemenl is necessaryfor conducting

gradingwithin'another agency's jurisdiction. Agencies that may haveiurisdiction inrivers, creelrs, streams,

ind biryancas may inclide the Lrmy Corps of Engineers, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife'

the Regional l(ater Quality Control Board, and the Ventura County Watershed Protection District. If a
permit is requiredfrom suc-h an agency, a copy of the permit or agreement will be kept at the proiect sile and
'no 

grading work can occur in those areas where the other agency has iurisdiction until a permit or agreement
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is oblained.

JI04.g Unpermitted grading. For the purposes of this appendix, unpermitted grading shall be defined as the

following:

L Any grading that was performed without the required permit(s) having first been

obtainedfrom the Building Official, pursuant to Section J|03.1

2. Grading thatwas permitted and the workwas not completed pursuant to Section J106,

and the grading permit has expired pursuant to Section J|04.2

JI04.t0 Limitation on grading permil issaance. When a grading permit of any type has been issued to a

parcel, the grading permit musf be completed and closed prior to issuance ofany additional grading permits,

unless approved by the Building Official.

SECTION J1O5

PERMIT APPLICATION AND SUBMITTALS

Section J104 in CBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section J105 in the VCBC' and amended to

read as follows:

Jl05.l Submittal requirements. In addition to the provisions of this Section, the applicant shall state the

estimated quantities of excavation , frll, import, dnd export.

J105.2 Site plan requirernents. In addition to the provisions of lftis Section, a grading plan shall be drawn to

scale, sf.row the existing grade and finished grade in contour intervals of sufficient clarity to indicate the

nature and extent of the work, and show in detail that it complies with the requirements of this Code. The

plans shall show the existing grade on adjoining properties in sufficient detail to identiff how grade changes

will conform to the requirements of this Code. The plans shall give the location of the work, the name of
the owner, and the name ofthe person who prepared the plan.

J 1 0 5.3 Grading permit requitements.

.1105.3.1 Stockpile requirements. Gradingfor stockpile permits must complywith the Sections Jl05 and

Section Jl12 for stormwater and erosion control. In addition to the provisions ofthis Section, a

srockpile grading permit must be accompanied by a plan(s) to indicate the stockpile location

relative to property lines, truck haul routes and a cross-section through the stockpile.

J105.3.2 Removal snd re-compaction (R&R) grading requirements. Grading necessary only to prepare

a site and access for the placement of a structure must comply with Sections JI05 through JI08'

and JI I2 for stormwater and erosion control.

J105.3.3 Agricultural and oilJield grading requirements. Grading for agricultural or oilfield

operations must comply with Section JI 05 and also Section Jt I I for erosion control. Grading for
new agriculture must also provide a planting and irrigation plan'

J105.3.4 Regular grading rcquirements. Grading involvingless than 500 cubic yards of cut orfill shall

be designateJ "reguTar grading" unless the permittee chooses to have the grading performed as

engineired gradiig, or the Building Official determines that special conditions or unusual hazards

exist inwhiih casi grading shall conform to the requirementsfor engineered grading. Gradingfor

regttlar grading permits must comply with all sections JI05 through JI 13.

In addition, an applicationfor a regular grading permit shall be accompanied by two sets of plans
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in sfficient clarity to indicate the nature and extenl of the work and supporting data consisting of
a soils engineering report and ifapplicable, an engineering geology reporl' The regular grading

plan and iubmittal documents shall include the following information:

l. General vicinity of the proposed site.

2. Limits and dePths of cut andfill.

3. The preparer ofthe plans shall complete and sign the grading plan checklist

form DS-05, provide the appropriate documents, and attachments to submit with

Plans.

4. Stormwater provisions in accordance with Section JI I2'

J105.3.5 Engineercd grading requirements. All grading in excess of 500 cubic yards shall be performed

in accordance with the ipprived grading plan prepared by a Civil Engineer and shall be designated

as ,,engineered grading.'; Gradiig for engineered grading permits must comply with all Sections

JI05 throughJII3

In addition, an applicationfor an engineered grading permit shall be accompanied by two sets of
plans, specffications, and iupporting data. The plans and specifications shall be prepared and
'signe'd'by a Civil Engineei licensed by the state to prepare such plans or specifications.

Siecipcitions shall contain idormation covering construction and material requirements. Plans

shall" show in detail that ir witt conform to the provisions of this Code and all relevanl laws,

ordinance s, rule s, and re gul ati ons.

The plans, specifications, and supporting data shall include, but not limited to, the following
information:

I. General vicinity of the proposed site.

2. propertylimits andaccurate contours ofexistinggroundanddelails oflerrainand

area drainage.

3. A hydrotogy and hydraulics report that includes a map showing the existing and

proposed drainage areas and the associated estimated runoff of the area shall

also be provided. The hydrologt and hydraulics report shall examine several

frequencies ofstorms (1T-year, S|-year, and 10I-year events) and demonstrate

that the proposed site drainage design will either retain or detain the dffirence

between the developed project stormflow rate and undeveloped or existing storm

flow rate for the storm events listed above. This dffirence in storm flow rates

may either be percolated into the ground onsite, storedfor future iftigation use,

or released at the undeveloped Jlow rate from the site in such a manner as to not

cause an adverse impact downstream invelocity or duration. The Civil Engineer

shall consider alternative low impact design (LID) methods to handle and

improve stormwater quality runoff. Hydrologt, hydraulics, and LID analysis

calculations, and design shall be prepared in accordance with Ventura County

Public Worl<s Agency accepted standards and methods'

4. A soils engineering report, and ifapplicable an engineering geologt report.

5. Stormwater provisions in accordance with Section JI l2'

6. The Civit Engineer that prepared the plans shall complete, sign and stamp the

grading plan, grading plan checklist form, LDS-05, provide appropriate

documents and attachments to submit with plans'
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J105.4 Soils engineering and engineering geology rcpoils. The soils engineering report shall include data

regarding th, ,otui, distribution and strength of exisling soils, conclusions and recommendations for
giding prorrdures and design criteria for struclures or corrective measures, including buttress fills, when

ir"rttiiy, and an opinion on adequacyfor the intended use ofsites to be developed by the proposed grading

as affected by soils engineeringfactors, including the stability of slopes. All reports shall be subiect to review

by iie Building Oficial. Supplemental reports and data may be required as the Building Offcial may deem

necessary. Recommendations included in the reports and approved by the Building Official shall be

incorpoiated in the grading plan or specffications. The engineering geologt report shall include an adequate

desciiption of the geologt of the site, conclusions and recommendations regarding the effect of geologic

condiiions on the proposed development, and an opinion on the adequacy for the intended use of sites to be

developed by the proposed grading, as afficted by geologic factors. The engineering geolog,t reporl shall

incluie a giologii map and cross sections utilizing the most recent grading plan as a base. All reports shall

be signed and siamped by the professional and are subject to review by the Building Oficial. Supplemental

,rpoitt and data may be required as the Building Official may deem necessary. Recommendations included

ii the reports and approved by the Building Official shall be incorporated in the grading plan or

specificaiions. Soil Reports must be dated within I -year of application date. unless approved by the Building

Official.

Exception: A soils engineering/geology report is not requiredwhere the Building Official
determines that the nature of the work appliedfor is such that a report is not necessary.

SECTION J1O6
INSPECTIONS

Section Jl05 in CBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section J106 in the VCBC' and amended to

read as follows:

J106.1 General. In addition to general inspections outlined jn Section 110, Chapter I, Division II of this Code,

grading inspections shall be as indicated hereon. Grading operations for which a permit is required shall be

iubieci to iispection by the Building Official. In addition, professional inspection of grading operations must

be provided by the Fietd Engineer, Soils Engineer and Engineering Geologist, or designee, retained to

provide such services in accordance with this Section.

J106.2 Special and supplemental inspections. The special inspection requirements of Section 1705.6 shall apply

to work performed under a grading permit where required by the Building Official. In addition to the

inspections specified in Section JI06.l I, the Building Oficial may make additional inspections as may be

deimed nrrittory to delermine thal the work is being performed in conformance with the requirements of
this Code andwith adequate oversight by the responsible professionals. The Building Official may require

investigations andreports by the Field Engineer, Soils Engineer and/or EngineeringGeologist.

Inspection reports shall be provided when )equested in writing by the Buitding Officiat. The Building Oficiat
miy require continuous inspection during installation of subsurface drainage systems or drainage devices

by the Field Engineer in accordance with this section.

J106.3 Field engineer. The Fietd Engineer shall provide professional inspection ofthe grading proiect within

such engineir's area of technical specialty, oversee and coordinate all field surveys including grade stakes,

and privide site inspections during grading operations to ensure the site is graded in accordance with the

approved grading plan and the requirements of this Code. During site grading, and at the completion of both

riugh grading andfinal grading, the Field Engineer shall submit statements andreports required by Sections

J I 06. I t and Jl 06. I 2. If revised grading plans are required during the course of the work, they shall be

prepared by the Civil Engineer and approved by the Building Official.

J106.4 Soils engineer. The Soils Engineer shall provide professional inspection within such Soils Engineer's
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area of technical specialty, which shall include observation during preparation of the ground to receive fills,

grading activity, benching and keyway constructiono subsurface drainage systems, and testing 
^for 

required

Eon,,pu""tion. f"6" Soltr Eigineer strali provide sufficient observation during the preparation of the natural

ground and placement and-compaction of the fiIl to certi! that such work is being performed in accordance

with the recommendations of the approved report and plan and the requirements of this appendix' If
conditions differing from the upp.ou.d soils engineering and engineering geology reports are encountered

during grading, th; Soils engineer shall providi revised recommendations to the permittee, the Building

Officia[ and tt-" pi"tA EnginJer. During site grading and at the completion of both rough grading and final

grading, the Soils Engineei shall submit statements and reports required by Section Jl06'12-

J106.5 Engineering geologist. The Engineering Geologist shall provide professional inspection ofthose parts

of the [rading project riithin suct dnginee.ing Geoiogist's area of technical specialty, which shall include

profesJonal i-nrp.ltion of all bedrock 
"*.uuution 

surfaces and subsurface drainage systems to determine if
conditions encountered are in conformance with the approved report. If conditions differing from the

approved engineering geology report are encountered, the Engineering Geologist shall provide revised

recommendations toIh" Soiti-engineer. During site grading and at the completion of both rough grading

and final grading, the Engineeringbeologist shall submit statements and reports required by Section J106'12'

J106.6 permittee. The permittee shall be responsible for ensuring that the grading is performed in accordance

with the approved plans and specifications and in conformance with the provisions of this Code' The

permittee s'fratt retain and engage project consultants, if required under the provisions of this Code, to provide

professional inspections on-a-timely basis. The permittee shall act as a coordinator between the project

consultants, the contractor, and the Building Official. In the event of changed conditions, the permittee shall

be responsible for informing the Building Ofn"iut of such change and shall provide revised plans for

approval.

J106.7 Required inspections. The permittee shall call for an inspection by the Building Official at the following

stages of work and shall obtain the approval of the Building Official prior to proceeding to the next stage of

work:

pre-grade. Before any construction or grading activities occur at the site. Permittee shall

schedule a pre-grade inspection with the Building Official. The permittee is responsible for

coordinating that all project consultants are present at the pre-grade inspection.

Initial. When the site has been cleared of vegetation and unapproved fill and it has been

scarified, keyed or benched, or otherwise prepared for fill. No fill shall have been placed

prior to this insPection.

In progress. Verify proper benching, subsurface drainage systems, temporary slope

treigtrts, frtt .o111pu"iion and sufficient oversight and testing by the project professionals are

beiig conducted during grading activities. These inspections will also observe that the

properStormwaterqualitypracticesareinstalledandmaintained.

Rough. When approximate final elevations have been established; drainage terraceso

swales and other-drainage devices necessary for the protection ofthe building sites from

flooding are installed; bJrms installed at the top of the slopes; and the statements required

by Section Jl06.l2 have been received'

Final. When grading has been completed; all drainage devices necessary to drain the

building pad aL instattea; slope planting established, slope irrigation systems installed, if
uny, un-d the signed *As-Built" plans and required statements and reports have been

submitted.

J106.g Notification of non-compliance. If, in the course of fulfilling their respective duties under this appendix,

the Field Engineer, the Soils'Engineer or the Engineering Geologist finds that the work is not being done in

conformance with this appendii or the approved grading plans, the Field Engineer, Soils Engineer, or the
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Engineering Geologist shall immediately report, in wri-tlng'. the discrepancies and the recommended

correctivemeasurestothepermitteeandtotheBuildingofficial.

J106.9 Transfer of responsibility. If the Field Engineer, theaso.ilg.Ensll:er' or the Engineering Geologist of

record is changed after the grading has commJnced, the Building bm"iut may stop the grading until the

permittee has identifiLd u r.pi*".nint and the replacement has agried in writing to assume responsibility for

the grading project that are within the replacement's area of technical competence' It shall be the duty of the

permitteetonoti$ltn"nuitamgofficialinwritingofsuchchangepriortotherecommencementofsuch
grading.

J106.10 Non-inspected grading. No person shall own, use' occupy or maintain any non-inspected grading' For

the purposes of this aode, n;n-inspected grading sirall be O:tiitl as any grading for which a grading permit

was first obtained, pursuant to section Ji03, sripra, but which has progressed beyond any point requiring

inspection unO upp.ouuiUf the Building Ofnciat wittrout such inspeciion and approval having been obtained'

J106.11 Routine field inspections and reports. Unless otherwise directed by the Building- official' the Field

Engineer, Soils Engineer, and Engineering Geologist for all engineered grading projects shall prepare routine

inspectionreportsandshallfilethesereportswiththeBuildingofficialasfollows:

1'Bi-weeklyduringalltimeswhengradingof400cubicyardsormoreperweekis
occurring on the site

2. MonthlY, at all other times, and

3. At any time when requested in writing by the Building Official

such reports shall certi! to the Building official that the Field Engineer has inspected the grading and related

activities and has found them in compliance with the approved g.uding plans and specifications, the building

code, grading permii conditions, and all other applicable ordinances and requirements'

Jl06.l2Completion of work. Upon completion of the rough grading work and at the final completion of the

work, the following reports and drawings and supplemJnts thereto are required for regular and engineered

grading or when re(uired by the Building Official:

l. An ,.As-Builf' grading plan prepared by the Field Engineer retained to provide such

services in accordance with Section Jl06'3 showing all plan revisions as approved by the

Building official. This shall include original ground surface elevations, "As-Builf'ground

surface elevations, lot drainage patterns, and the locations and elevations of surface

drainage facilities and the outlets of subsurface drains. "As-Builf' locations, elevations

and details ofsubsurface drains shall be shown as reported by the Soils Engineer'

The "As-Builf'grading plan shall be accompanied by certification by the Field Engineer

to the besi of thJr knoiviedge, the work within the Field Engineer's area of responsibility

wasdoneinaccordancewiththefinalapprovedgradingplan.

2. A report prepared by the soils Engineer retained to prwide such services in accordance

with Section lioe .+,including locations and elevations of field density tests, summaries of

field and laboratory tests, location ofkeyways and subdrains, other substantiating data" and

comments on uny 
"hunges 

made during grading and their effect on the recommendations

made in the apprl.red soils engineering investigation report. A11 data must be shown on the

rut"rt upprou"i ptun, or the A-s-Built grading plans. The report shall include a certification

bythesoilsEngineerthat,tothebestoltheirknowledge,theworkwithintheSoils
Engineer,s ur.u-of responsibility is in accordance with the approved soils engineering

reportandapplicableprovisionsofthisappendix'Thereportshallcontainafinding
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regarding the safety of the completed grading and any proposed stfuctures against

geotechnical hazards.

3. A report prepared by the Engineering Geologist retained to provide such services in

accordance with Section Jl06.5, including a final description of the geology of the site and

any new information, if any, on the recommendations incorporated in the approved grading

plan. The report shall contain a certification by the Engineering Geologist that, to the best

of his or her knowledge, the work within the approved engineering geologist report and

applicable provisions of tttit appendix. The report shall contain a finding regarding the

saiety ofthe completed grading and any proposed structures against geotechnical hazards'

The report must contain a final "As-Built" geologic map utilizing the latest approved plans

or the As-Built grading plans and cross-sections depicting all the information collected

prior to and during grading.

4. The grading contractor shall certify, on a fotm prescribed by the Building Official, that

the grading conforms to said "As-Builf'plan and approved specifications'

J106.13 Notification of completion. The permittee shall notify the Building Official in writing.when the grading

operation is ready t* fr*f inspection. Final approval shail not be given until all work' including installation

ofall drainage facilities and their protective A"ui"".; and all erosion-control measures have been completed

in accordance rritfr t6e final approved grading plan, the required reports have been submitted and approved,

all damages to public anO private propJ.ty tra:toe Ueen repaiied to the satisfaction of the Building official' all

grading permit fees have been paid.

Jl06.14 Change of ownership. Prior to the transfer of property with an issued grading permit' the owner shall

notify the Zounty in writing of the pending transfei and pay any outstanding fees or retum of any deposit'

For owners, applicants or dJvelopers with multiple single iots withseparate grading permits, any outstanding

fees for all p"rn1it, must be paid. Unless otherwise required by the Building official, the new property owner

shall be required to deposiiapplicable fees to the County to transfer the grading permit to the new property

owner and complete the requirements of the grading permit'

SECTION J1O7
EXCAVATIONS

Section Jl06 in CBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section J107 in the VCBC, and amended to

read as follows:

Jl07.l Excavations adjacent to foundations. Excavations adjacent to foundations shall comply with Section

I 804.

Jl07.2Maximum czl slope. The slope of cut surfaces shall be no steeper than is safe for the intended use and

shall be no steeper than 2 units hoiizontal to I unit vertical (50 percent) unless the applicant fumishes a soils

engineering or an engineering geologt report, or both justifying a steeper slope. The reports must contain a

statement by the soiii Enginiel or iigtniering Geologist that a steeper slope will be stable and not create

a hazard ti pubtic or privare proprrtl. The sitement shall be based on appropriate investigation' testing'

and analysis. The Buiiding officiat may require the slope of cut surfaces to be /latter in slope than 2 units

horizontal to I unit verticil ifthe nuilding bptiot Tnai il necessary for stability and safety of the slope'

Exception: A cut surface m ay be ata slope of I .5 units horizontal to I unit vertical (67 percent)

provided that all the following are met:

1. It is not intended to support structures or surcharges'

2. It is adequately protected against erosion'

3. It is no more than 8 feet in height'
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4. It is approved by the Building Official'
5, Groundwater is not encountered'

J107.3 Drainage. Drainage, including drainage terraces and overflow protection' shall be provided as required

by Section Jl 10

Jl07.4Btasting. Blasting or the use of explosives that is required for excavation of earth materials as part of a

grading permit shail be in accordance with Section 7.10'4'3 of the Standard Land Development

Specifications

SECTION J1O8
FILLS

SectionJl0TinCBCAppendixJhasbeenrenumberedtobecomesectionJl0sintheVCBC'andamendedto
read as follows

Jl08.1 General. Unless otherwise recommended in the soils report, fills shall conform to provisions of this

section.

Exception:TheBuitdingofficialmaypermitadeviationfromtheprovisionsofthis
appendix 7or mini, fuf 

"not'intended to support structures, where no soils engineering

rePorl has been PrePared'

J108.2 Preparafion of ground. Fill slopes shall not be constructed on natural slopes steeper than 2 units

horizontal to I unit vertical (50 percent ,topi1. rn, gr,ound surface shall be prepared to receive./ill by

removing yegetation, non-eomplyingfill, tup;o;1, and ither unsuiiable.materials' including any existingfill

that does not meet the requirements ofthis "iiiriii, 
and scarifying the ground to provide a bond with the

fill material.

subsur/ace drainage systems shall be provided under all fills placed in natural drainage courses and in other

locations *n"r, ,r"plir-irliiii"t, except where the soils Engineer or Engineering Geologist recommends

otherwise. such suu-Traiiosr tytti*t siall be ofa material iyd lesisn and approved by the Soils Engineer

and acceptabt, rc nu niiiiing O5"i9t The Soils Engineer shalt privide continuous inspection during the

process of subdrain instaltaioni. rnn nroioi i fie sybdrlns-shall be shown on a plan by the Soils

Engineer. Arrarotionr i*-ri" r;na*nt shall be iispected by the Engineering Geologist and Soils Engineer'

subdrains shall be provided under all filt slope keyways except where the soils Engineer or Engineering

Geologist rrro^*rid, otherwise and ioncluies a iubdrain is not necessaryfor slope stability'

Jl0s.3Benching.Whereexistinggradeisataslopesteeperthan5unitshorizontaltolunitvertical(20percent)
andthedepthofthefillexc-ee-ds5feetbenchingshattteprovidedi.ntosoundbedrockorothercompetent
material as determined by rhe Soils Engineer. Fh, g,ouni p"poration shall be in accordance with Figure

J108.3 or as determined by rhe Soils Anginee,.- WZn fiil ii to be plac-ed over a cut' a key shall be provided

which is at least to'ieit ii'wiatn and 2 feet ii auptn. in yu9 beyond.the toe offill shall be slopedfor sheet

overflow o, o porri droin shall be constructed tiereon' The Soils Engineer or Engineering Geologist or both

shall inspect and approve the cur as being su,inble for the foundatiin and placement of fill material before

anyfill material is placed on the excavation'
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FIGURE J108.3 BENCHING DETAILS

J10g.4 F'ilt material. Fill material shall not include organic, frozen or other deleterious materials' No rock or

similar irreducible material greater than I2 inches in any dimension shall be included infills' Fill material

shall not include solid wasti, as defined in the Ventura County Ordinance Code Section 4701-26' and the

California public Resources Code Seclion 40 t 91 , including but not limited to, construction waste, demolition

wasle, or inert debris, without written authorization from the County of Ventura Environmental Health

Divisionand,ifrequired,apermitfromtheCountyofVenturaPlanningDivision.

Exception: The Building ofiiciat may permit placement o! larger rock when the soils

Engineer properly devisJs i method of placement,-and continuously inspecls its placement

ord opprirni th; fitt stabitity. The following conditions shall also apply:

t. prior to issuance of the grading permit, potential rock disposal areas shall be

delineated on the grading Plan'

2. Rock sizes greater than 12 inches in maximum dimension shall be I0feet or more

b el ow grade, measure d v ertic al lY'

3.Roct<sshallbeplacedsoastoassurefiltingofaltvoidswithwell-gradedsoil.

4. The reports submitted by the Soils Engineer shall acknowledge the placement of

the ovlrsized material and whether the work was performed in accordance with

the engineer's recommendations and the approved plans'

j. The location of oversized rock dispersal areas shall be shown on the as-built plan'

J108.5 Compaction. AII f,rll material shall be compacted to a minimum of 90 percent of maximum density as

determined by ASTM D 1557,Modified Proctoi, in liftr not exceeding 8 inches in depth within 40 feet below

jntished graie and 93-percent of maximum dry density deeper than 
,40 feet below finished wde, unless a

lower relative compacrion (not liss than 90 peicent of maximum dry dgnsity) is iustified by the Soils Engineer

and approved by fi nuildng oficial. Where AS1M D 1557, Modified Proctor is not applicable, a test

ot"uftibln to the Building Official shall be used'
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Field density shatl be determined by a method acceptable to the Building official'

FillslopesSteeperthan2unitshorizontaltolunitvertical(50percenrslope)shallbeconstructedbythe
placement of soil a ffiriinO a*rance beyond the proposed finish slope to allow compaction equipment to

operate at the outer"luria"e li*its of tie final itopi tu,&o"' The- excess filt is to be removed prior to

completion of rough grading. Other construrliioi ior"a",,s may be utilized when it is first shown to the

satisfaction of tnn nuiiiis 65ciat tnat ilte angle of slope, construction method and otherfactors will comply

with the intent of this Section'

Jl0s.6Maximumfiltslope.Theslopeoffillsurfacesshallbenosteeperthanissafefortheintendeduse.Fill
slopes steeper than iunits horizontal to I unitvertical (50 percent) shall be justified by the soils engineering

report-stating that the site has been investigated, that a fili at a steepe-r slope will be stable' and not credte a

nuisance or hazard to public or private propr-iy. irbitontioting ialculations and supporting data may be

required where tne aiiiing ofiid aercrmines"that such inforiation is necessary to verifu the stability and

safery of rhe proporni"ffi. ii, niilai"s Offiiio't ioy,nqur'n thefitt^slope be constructedwith aface flatter

in slope than 2 units horizontal to I unit vertical (50 percinl slope) if the Building Oficial finds it necessary

for stability and safety ofthe slope'

Fill slopes sleeper than 2 units horizontal to I unil vertical (50 percent slope) are to be designed and

construcled using a geosynthetic reinforcement as recommended by the soil Engineer and civil Engineer'

other construction riateiiats and methods may be uttilized, provided.the Building official is satisJied that the

angle of slope, """tirrtii.i,, 
procedure and oiher factors will comply with the intent of this Section'

J108,7 Slopes to receive JilL Where fitt is to be placed above-the 
'^"t "! ?' existing slope steeper than 3 units

horizontal to I unit vertical (3 3 percent tt"i4-,'-ti" toe of 
-the fili sialt be set back ftom the top edge of the

slope a minimum distance of 6-feet ,"orur"li horizontally ir such other distance as may be specifically

recommended by the soils Engineer o, trngii"rr:irg Geologist and approved by the Building oficial'

J108.8 Inspection of fi.II. The soils Engineer shall provide sfficient inspections durinS the preparation of the

natural ground and the placement, drainage,'oia ,o^po'iion of the fitl to ensure that the work is performed

in accordance with the approved plan and tie requirements ofthii appendix' In addition to,the above' the

Soils Engineer shall provide continuous i"tpiiiii i the entiie fill-pfoLn*unt' drainage' and compaction of

fills that will exc"eia-vertirat heighr or iupii "t 
iO net or risuli in a slope surface steeper than 2 units

horizontal to I unitvertical (50 percent slope)'

J108.g Testing of Jills. Sfficient tests of the fill soils shall be made to determine the compaction and to verify

compliance of rhe soil properties with the ie,ign requirements' This includes soil types and strengths in

arcordan"e with Referenced Standards' Section JI I3'

Jl0g.lGeneral.Cutandfillslopesshallbesetbackfrompropertylinesinaccordancewiththissection.Setback
dimensions shall be horizontal distances -""*"."J p"tp.noi"utu. to the property line and shall be as shown

in Figure Jl09.l, uni"r, *tuuntiating data it *t.itt.b:ustirying reduced setbacks and is recommended by

a soils engineering and/or engineering ge"tosy r';irt iw,oi"iny the Building Official' The setbacla and

other restrictions speciJied by this section o/, *iri^um- standarcls and may be increased by the Building

Oficial o, Uy r"ro*^iiiotiin of the civil engineer, soils engineer, or engineering geologist to assure slope

stabiliry, prevent damage to adiacent propirties from depos-ition or irosion' provide access 'for slope
-**,intinoi"n 

and drainige, or oiherwise provide for public safety'

SECTION J1O9

SETBACKS

Section J108 in cBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section J109 in the vcBC' and amended to

read as follows:
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Jl1g.2 Top of slope. The setback at the top ofa cut slope shall not be less than that shovvn in Figure J109'l' or

than is required to accommodate required intercepior drains, whichever is greatet. For graded- slopes, the

grading design must be such that thi property line between adjacent lots will be at the apex ofthe berm al

the top ofthe slope. iroprrry lines berwein adiacent lots shall nol be located on a graded slope steeper than

to 5 inits horizontal to I unitvertical (20 percent slope)'

PROPERTY
LINE

H/5 BUT 3 FT. (0.6 m)
MINIMUM AND NEED
NOT EXCEED'IO FT
(3.0 m) MAXIMUM

TOP OF
SLOPE

PROPERTY
LINE

TOE OF
SLOPE

CUT OR
ENGINEERED
FILL SLOPE

NATURAL
GRADE

INTERCEPTOR DRAIN
{rF REOUTRED)

HnBVT 2 FT. t0.6 m)
MINIMUM AND NEED
NOT EXCEED 20 FT.
(6.0 m) MAXIMUM

NATURAL OR FINISHED GRADE

FIGURE J109.1 SETBACK DIMENSIONS

J109.3 Toe of Jilt slope. The setback from the toe of a fill slope sh-all 
-not 

be less than that shown by Figure

Jl0g. I. {dere required to protect adjacent properties at the toe ofa slope from adverse effects ofthe grading,

additional protection, approvea Uy the nuil,ling official, shall be included. Such protection may include but

shall not be limited to:

I . Setbacks greater than those required by Figure J I 09 ' I '

2. Provisions for retaining walls or similar construction'

3. Erosion protection of the fill slopes.

4. Provision for the control of surface waters'

,*,*:1ffflY{',}f*,,*o
Section Jl09 in CBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section J110 in the VCBC, and amended to

read as follows:

H

JllT.l General. Unless otherwise recommended by the Civil Engineer, and approved by the Building Official'

drainage facilities uJt.1ru"ing shall be provid-ed in accordance with the requirements of section Jl l0'2 for
alt cut and fill slopes where thZ ground itope is steeper than 3 units horizontal to I unit vertical (3 3 percent

slope).

For slopes flatter than 3 units to I unit vertical, drainage facilities and terracing may not need to be provided
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inaccordancewiththeSoilandCivilEngineer'srecommendations.

J110.2 Drainageterraces. Drainage terraces at least 6 feet in widrh shall be established at not more than 30-

foot vertical intenals on all cui or fill slopes to contiol surface drainage and debris' When only one terrace

isrequired,itshallbearmid-height.Wheremorethantwoterracesarerequired,oneterracelocatedat
approximately .ia-iiiit, ,ntail bi-at least 

.12 
jeet in width' Terrace widths and spacingfor cut and ftll slopes

greater than 120 feet ii hteight shall be .deLigned 
blt the Civil Engineer and approved by the Building Official'

suitable access to ioiigZ ,urroces shall i, proiidnd to permit proper cleaning and maintenance'

Swales or ditches shall be provided on terraces. They shall have a longitudinal grade of not less than 5

percent nor more tnai t z pircent and a m.iniiui aepin o7 t 7o9t at the flow line' There shall be no reduction

in grade along the"irnriion of Jtow unless the ve'locity i7 1to' is such that slope debris will remain in

suspension on tne iiucea sri;". such terraces mu*"be'iaved with reinforced concrete not less than 3

inches in thickness, li"i"iri .irn 6-inch iy 6-inch No. 
-!0 

bl !: I0 welded wire fabric or equivalent

reinforcing centered inihe concrete slab or"orher materials suitable to the application' They shall have a

minimum paved width of 5 feet. Drainage te*aces exceeding 6 feet in width nied only be paved'for a width

of 5 feet. A single ,l,r-"t riiai, sha.lt nit collect runoff froi aiributary area exceeding I3'500 square feet

without discharging into a down drain. Down draiis and drainage outlets shall be of approved materials

and of adequate capacity to convey the intercepted waters to thi point of disposal as defined in section

JI10.5.

Jl10.3 Interceptor drains and overflow protection. Berms, interceptor drains, swales or other devices shall be

provided at the top of cut or Jill slopes to prenent surfa'ce wateis from overflowing onto and causing erosion

of the slope surface." Buildiig pad 
'brr^s 

,rraio, ,tipu prorectiin 
^shall 

not be less than 12 inches above the

iev"t o\the pad and shall slipe back at least 4 feet from the top ofthe slope'

Interceptor drains shall be installed along the top of graded slopes greater than 5 feet in height receiving

drainage from a slope with a tributary width greater inan +!.re-et measured horizontally' They shall have a

minimum depth of i foot and a minimum wiitn ot: feet. The longitudinal grade shall be approved by the

Building official but shall not be less than 50 units horizontal to I unit vertical (2 percent). The drain shall

bepavedwithreinforcedconcretenotless'than3inchesinthickness'orbyothermaterialssuitabletothe
application. Discharge from !h9 drain shall be accomplished in a manner to prevent erosion and shall be

approved bY the Building Official'

Jlt0.4Drainageaclosspropertylines.Drainageacrosspropertylinesshallnotexceedthatwhichexistedprior
to grading. Ex"ess or concintrated drainage shall bi contained on site or directed to an approved drainage

facitity. Erosion "f;;r-;-;;"; 
ii th" orro o| dirrho,gu ,hall be prevented by installation of non-erosive down

drains or olher devices.

Jlt0.5Disposal.Alldrainagefacilitiesshall.bedesignedtocarfywaterstothenearestpraclicableStreet,storm
drain, or natural watercourse approved by tie Eui&ng official or other appropriate governmenlal agency

provided that the discharge of-sich vratelrs at that bJatiin will not create or increase a hazard to life or

property. Erosion of ground in the area 
.of 

discharge shall be pre-vented by installation of non-erosive down

drains or other devices. Desilting torinr, ii"i ia'rie's or-other methods' as approved by the Building

official, shall be utilized to remoie sedimeits Vom surface waters before such waters are allowed to enter

streets, storm drains, or natural watrrrorrrnrllfthe driinage device discharges onto nalural ground, riprap

or a similar energ/ dissipator may be required'

Building pads greater than I 0 feet horizontallyftom the foundation shall have a minimum drainage gradient

of two percent *rt a-tipriuud araiyrognTorititirr, a piblic street or drainage structure approvedto receive

storm v,aters unless waived by the Building Op"iit. ) kss"r ,l.ope may be approved by the Building Official

for sites graded in relativelyJlat terrain, o, ihurc special draiiage piovisions are made, when the Building

'Ofuriotlnat such modification will not result in a hazard to life or properly'

SECTION T111
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SLOPE PLANTING AND EROSION CONTROL

Section Jl11 is added to the VCBC.

JI t I.I Genersl. Thefaces of cut andfill slopes shall be prepared and maintained to control erosion. This control

shall be permitted to consist of ffictive planting, erosion control blankels, soil stabilizers or other means as

approved by the Building Official. Erosion control for the slopes shall be installed as soon as practicable

and prior to calling for final inspection.

Exception: Erosion control measures need not be provided on cut slopes not subiect to erosion

due to the erosion-resistant character ofthe materials as approved by the Soils Engineer and/or

Engineering Geologist to the satisfaction of the Building Oficial.

J111.2 Other devices. Where necessary, check dams, cribbing, riprap or other devices or methods shall be

employed to control erosion and provide safety.

Jlll.3Planting. Thesurfaceofallcutslopesmorethan5feetinheightandfillslopesmorethan3feetinheight
shall be pitected against damage by erosion by planting with grass or ground cover vegetation, shrubs and

trees or-other suitable stabilizing surface methods, either permanent or temporary. The plants selected and

planting nethods used shall be suitable for the soil and climatic conditions of the site.

Plant materiat shall be selected which will produce a coverage of permanenl planting to ffictively control

erosion. Consideration shall be given to deep-rooted plant material needing limitedwatering, maintenance,

high root to shoot ratio, wind susceptibility and fire-retardant characteristics. Non-invasive plants are

recommended.

Planting may be modifiedfor the site if spectfic recommendations are provided by both the Soils Engineer

and Landscape Architect. Specific recommendations must consider soils and climatic conditions, irrigation

requirementi, planting methods, fire retardant characteristics, water fficiency, maintenance needs, and

otier regulatiry requirements. Recommendations must include a finding that the alternative planting will
provide a permanent and ffictive method of erosion control. Modifications to planting must be approved by

the Building Official prior to installation'

Jl11.4 Inigation, Slopes requiredto be planted by Section JI I 1.3 shall be providedwith an approved system of
irrigaion that is designed to cover all porlions of the slope. Inigation system plans shall be submitted and

approved prior to installation. A funclional test of the syslem may be required.

For slopes less than 20 feet in vertical height, hose bibs to permit hand watering will be acceptable if such

hose bibs are installed at conveniently accessible locations vhere a hose no longer than 50 feet is necessary

.for iwigation.

Irrigation requirements may be modified for the site if specific recommendations are provided by both the

Soiis Engineir and the Landscape Architect. Specific recommendations must consider soils and climatic

conditiois, planl types, planting methods, fire retardant characteristics, water efrciency, maintenance needs,

and other regulatory requirements. Recommendations must include afinding that the alternative irrigation

will sustain the proposed planting to provide a permanent and effective method of erosion control.

Modifications for inigation systems must be approved by the Building Official prior to installation.

Jl I1.5 Ptans and specifications. If requested by the Building Oficial, slope planting and irrigation details shall

be included on the grading Plan.

JI 1 1.6 Rodent control. Graded slopes shall be protectedfrom potential slope damage by a preventalive program

ofrodent control.

Jl 1 1.7 Reteuse of security for landscaping. The planting and iwigation systems required by this section shall be
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SECTION JII2
NAT IO NA L PO L LA TANT D ISC HARG E

ELIMINAT ION SYSTEM (NPD ES)

Section Jl12 is added to the VCBC.

Jt 12.1 General. All grading plans and permits and soil disturbance activities shall comply with the provisions

of this sectionfi apptii7ble NPDES Permit compliance. Grading on larger proiects, I acre or grater of soil

iisturbance, ii suiject to both General Construction NPDES Permit No. CA5000002 (General Construction
permit), andVenturaCountywide Municipal Stormwater Permit Order No. R4-2010-0108, as amendedfrom

time to time (Municipal Stormwater Permit/*).

All temporary best management practices (BMP), required during construction activities, shall be

installed to effectively prevent erision and sediment loss, and discharge of construction wastes, before

grading begiis. As grading progresses, all best managemenl practices shall be updated as necessary to
"b" 

,olnroin"d in good ior*ng order to the satisfaction of the Building Offcial unless final grading

approval has been {ranted by the-Building Official and all permanent drainage and erosion control systems,

if required, are in Place.

All permanent, post-construction, BMPs, shall be constructed and installed per County's approved design

plais for Builiing Official's approval prior tofinal occupancy sign off. Afier grading permit's closeout,
-post-ionstructioi 

nptpt shall ie maintained by the properly owner per County's approved Maintenance
'plan to ensure effective stormwater capture, retention, and/or lreatment in compliance with County

Ordinance Code No. 4450 and Municipal Stormwater Permit. Annually property owner shall submit

Maintenance Verification Form to Ventura County Public Works Agency, verifying on-going maintenance

and operational condition of the post-construction BMPs.

III2.2 Construction BMPs for small sites. The Building Official may require implementation of an effective

combination of erosion ind sediment control BMPs to prevent erosion and sediment loss, and discharge of
construclion wastes in accordance with Municipal Stormwater Permit and Counly Ordinance Code No.

4450, as amended from time to time. The minimum of required BMPs for small construction sites' with

disturbance of less than I acre of soil, shall be documented using County's

SW-l formfor liuilding Official's approval prior to issuance of Grading Permit. The construction BMPs are

subjeLt tu inspection by ti-e Building Official; if any deJiciencies are identified, the grading permit applicant

will have a maximum of two weeks to make corrections and ensure proper functioning of the construction

BMps. Continued noniompliance is subject to progressive enforcement in accordance with the County

Ordinance Code No. 4450.

installed as soon as practical afier rough grading. Prior to final approval of grading and before the release

ofthe grading security o, orriporry, ihe planting shall be well established and growing on the slopes and

there shall be evidence ofan effective rodent control program.

JI I2.3 Enhanced constuction BMPs for high-risk sites. The Building Official may require implementation of
an ffictive combination of enhanied erosion and sediment control BMPs to prevent erosion and sediment

tosi- and discharge of coistruction wastes in accordance with Municipal Stormwater Permit and County

Ordinance Code No."4450, as amendedfrom time to lime. The minimum of required enhanced BMPs for
high- risk construction sites including hillsides, as defined in the Municipal Stormwater Permit, shall be

dicumented using County's SW-HR form for Building Official's approval prior to issuance o/ Grading
permit. The enhanced construction BMPs are subject to inspection by the Building Oficial; if any

deficiencies are identified, rhe grading permil applicant will have a maximum of two weelcs to make

corrections and ensuri properfuictioning of the enhanced construction BMPs. Continued noncompliance is

subject to progressive inforcement in accordance with the County Ordinance Code No- 4450.
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11 t 2.4 Construction BMPs and general construction permit for large sites. The Building Official may require

obtaining coverage under the NPDES General Construction Permit and implementalion of an ffictive
combination of eiosion and sediment control BMPs to prevent erosion and sediment loss, and discharge of
construction wastes in accordance with Municipal Stormwater Permit and County Ordinance Code No.

4450, as amended from time to time. The minimum of required BMPs for large construction sites with soil

disturbance of I icre or grater, shall be documented using County's SW-2 form for Building Official's

approval prior to issuance of the Grading Permit. In addition, no grading permit will be issued until the

Aii6i"g bSriot is providedwith a written Notice of Intent required by the State Water Resources Control

Aoard indine-tp"ii7" Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SIVPPP) prepared by the Qualified SII/PPP

Developer (QSD). Implementation of SWPPP requirements during construction activities shall be completed

under supervision of Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP). Proper coverage and compliance with the

General Construction Permit may be evaluated by the Building Official during required inspections of the

construction BMPs; if any deficiencies are identified, the grading permit applicant will have a maximum of
two weelrs to make cirreitions and ensure properfunctioning of the enhanced construction BMPs. Continued

noncompliance is subject to progressive enforcement in accordance with the County Ordinance Code No.

4450.

1112.5 Post-construction BMPs. New development and significant redevelopment proiects within County's

Existing Communities (urban areas) or large projects in other unincorporaled areas may be subiect to post-

construction BMPs in accordance wilh applicability criteria defined in the Municipal Stormwater Permil.

Applicabte projects require submittal of design plans, Post-Construction Slormwater Management Plan

1itbSUf1, Miintenance Plan, Stormwater Treatment System Access and Maintenance Agreement for
Building Official's approval prior to issuance of Grading Permit. The Building Official may inspect progress

oycorslruiiion andiistatlation of post-consrruction BMPs to verify compliance with approved design plans.

iinal occupancy will not be issued until completion and Building Official's approval of post-construction

BMPs. Afier grading permit's closeout, post-construction BMPs shall be maintained by the property owner

per County's appronid Maintenance Plan to ensure effective stormwater capture, retention, and/or treatment
-in 

compliance with County Ordinance Code No. 4450 and Municipal Stormwater Permit. Annually property

owner shall submit Maintenance Verification Form to Ventura County Public Worl<s Agency, Watershed

Protection District, verifuing on-going maintenance and operational condition of the post-construction

BMPs. If any deficiencies are identified during construction or as related to required long-lerm maintenance

activitiis, the Euilding Official may undertake progressive enforcement process in accordance with the

County Ordinance Code No. 4450.

J112.6 Stormwater BMP non-compliance. Should the ownerfail to install the best management practices

required by Sections Jl t2.2 through Jt 12.5 by the dates specified therein, it shall be deemed that a default

his occurred under the conditions of the grading permit security. The Building Official may deem necessary

to protect adjoining property from the effects of erosion, flooding, or the deposition of mud, debris or

coistructed rblated pollutants and require the surelt to install and maintain adequate sediment control BMPs

and protect the adjacent properties and watercourses that may be threatened from sedimentation' The

Building Oficial may also cause the owner to be prosecuted as a violator of this Code and/or Code No- 4450.

fne ni6ii7 Oficiat shall have the authority to apply a penalty in the amount as adopted by the latest

resolufion by the Board ofsupervisors regardingfines and civil penaltiesfor unauthorized grading. Payment

of a penalty shall not relieve any persons from fully complying with the requirements of this appendix in

execution of the work.

SECTION Jl13
REFERENCED STANDARDS

Section Jl11 in CBC Appendix J has been renumbered to become Section Jl13 in the VCBC' and amended to

read as follows:

-82-



Jl13.1 Referenced standards. These regulations establish minimum standards and are nol intended to prevent

the use of alternate materials, methods or means of conforming to ,such 
standards, provided such alternate

has beei approved. ihe Building officiat shall approvi such an alte,rnate provided he or shefinds that the

alternate is, for *e purpose irTendea, at least iie equivalent of that prescribed in this Code in quality'

s tre ngt h, effe c t iv e ne s s, dur ab i I ity an d s afe ty'

The Buitding Official shall require that suficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claims

regarding ttu iiturrotu. Compliance wttiihese recognized standards shall be primafacie evidence with the

sindariofaue setforth in Secrion J108. The standards listed below are recognized standards:

ASTM D1557-12. Test Method for Laboratory Compaction Characteristics of

Soil Using Modified Effort [56,000 ft-lb/ft3, (2,700kN-m/m3)]

SECTION J|14
HAZARDS/PUB LIC HAZARDS

Section J114 is added to the VCBC.

JI14.1 Hazards declared a public nuisance, Any manmade excavation, embankment or fill on private property

which has become a hizard ro life and limb, or endangers property, or adversely aflects the safety, use or

stability of a public way or draiiage channel, or failsio comply with the provisions of this Code is hereby

declaredto be aPublic nuisance'

J114.2 (Inpermitted earthwork operations and import/export of eatth matetials by trucks declarcd a public

nuisance. The act of performing earthvork operations, when a grading permit or building permit is required

and the property nit iot obtained such a permit, but continues to grade, excavate, or fill their property

and/or have trucks import and export earth materials to/from their property in excess 
,of 

5 
_trucl<s 

per hour

unless part ofa discritionary permit that provides additional trucktrips, is hereby declared by the Building

Official to be a Public nuisance.

JI I4.3 Notice and order to sbate. When the Building Official has determined that such a public nuisance exists,

he/she shal issue a notice and order to the recird-property owner upon which the nuisance is located' The

notice and order shall contain:

I. The street address, if any, and a legal description sfficient for identification of the

propelty upon which the nuisance is located

2. A statement that the Building Officiat has found the excavation, embankment or fill placed

to be a public nuisance and a concise description ofthe conditions, such as conducting

grading without a permit and causing excessive truck traffic, which render it a public

nuisance

3. An order requiring that all applicable permits be secured, andthat the nuisance be abated

within a tpeciqia fime determined by the Building Official to be reasonable in

circumstances

4. A statement that, if the nuisance is not abated within the time specified, the County may

cause the work to be done and charge the cost thereof against the property or its owner

5. A statement that any person having a legal interest in the property may appeal from the

norice and order to the Board of Grading Appeals if the appeal is made in writing as

provided in this Section and is fited with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors within 30

days of service of the notice and order, and
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6. A statement that failure, neglect or refusal to abate the nuisance within the time set forth
in the notice ani orde, or, in the case of an appeal, within the time set by the Board of

Grading APPeals is a misdemeanor

JI I4.4 Semice of Norice and Otdet. The notice and order shall be mailed by US Postal Service and posted on

the property near its main entrance by the Building Official in the manner and subiect to conditions set forth

of iection iOZ oTtlru International Pioperty Mairlrrint" Code (PMC), as adopted and amended by Article

il o7n* Code, with respect to notices and orders relating to dangerous buildings.

J\14.5 Recordation of grading non-compliance certificate respecting nuisance' If compliance is not hadwith

the notice and order within the time ipecified theiein by thi Buitding ofJicial or, if an alne7l h,as beenfiled

pursuant to this Section, within the time specified by ihe Board of Grading Appeals, the Building Oficial

iiiU n, in the Office of the County Recorder foi recordation of ,a Grading Noncompliance certificate

describing the property ind certifuiig (l) that tie unpermitted earthwork operations that ma/ include the

excavation, creation o1or r*boni*"it'oi7ll ,onttitutes a public nuisance and/or hazard, (2) that the import

and expori ofearth riaterials to andfrom-the property by excessive lrucktrips constitutes a pu.blic nuisance

and (3) that the owner has been so n\tified. tinnitri, tie nuisance thereafier has been abated, the Building

Oficiat shalt file in the ffice of thi Counry Recorder for recordation a new certificate describing the

pToprrty and certifuing that the nuisance has been abated'

JI 14.6 Appeal from Notice and Order. Any person entitled to service under Section JI 14.4 mdy, upon payment

prescribed by the Board ofsup"nisoriio, ,uch purposes, appealfrom the notice and order to abate byfiling

with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors oriittrn oppril-in the form prescribed by the-Building Official'

The appeal shatl be fi1ed witnn iO days arter the date of service of the notice and order' Upon receipt of an

oppnii, the Cterk siall present it at the iext regular oi special meeting of the Board of Supenisors which'

it'ruch meeting, tnoU'fi* a date, time and plice for the hearing of the appeal by the Board of Grading

Appeals. Notiie ofthe"time and place ofthi hearing shall be given at least I0 days prior lo the date ofthe

hearing to each opprllont by the'Clerk inh"r by carsing a copy ofsuch notice to be delivered personally or

by mailing a copy tnr'rri7 postage prepaid, oidrtttuito thi appeltant at his or her address shown on the

appeal. nn7or"em"it oj'i notiiu ind ord", to abate shall be stayed during the pendency of an appeal

therefrom which is pr:operly and timelyfiled. In connection with the hearing, the Board of Grading Appeals,

andlny member tiereof may administer oarhs and ffirmations and issue subpoenas. The hearing shall be

conducted by the Boai of Giading Appeals in the minner setforth in DBC Section 604. If afier the hearing,

the Board of Groaing )pp"ols futirmiies that the excavation, embankment orfill does not constitute a public

nuisance, it shall atioi ihe apprat and cancel the notice and order to abate' IJ afier the hearing' the Board

if Grading Appeals determiies otherwise, it shall deny the appeal and set a date bywhich the nuisance must

be abated, which date shall be no earlier than the tasi day ofthe period setforth in original notice and order

toabate.ThedecisionoftheBoardofGradingAppealsisJinalwhenmade.

JIl4.T Compliance with Notice and order required, It shalt be untawfut for any person, firm or,corporation to

who or to which a notice and order to abate is directed pursuant to this Section tofail, neglect or refuse to

obey such order within the time specified in such notici and order or, in the case of an appeal, wilhin the

time set by the Board of Grading Appeals'

JlI4.g Abatementby County uponfailurc to complywith Notice and Order- If the nuisance is not abatedwithin

the time setforth in the'noiice ind order to aiaie or, in the case ofan appeal by the date set.by the Board of

Grading Appeals, the Board of Supemisors may, without further notice or hearing direct that the nuisance

be abated by tn" Cornty. Suci qbatement by thi County siall not excuse any prior failure, neglect' or refusal

to comply with the noiice and order to abate and shall be in addition to whatever other remedies may be

provided by this Code or other provisions of law'

JI14.g Summary abatement by County in emergency. If the nuisance threatens substantial iniury to persons or

property riirh ir, in rhe'opinion-of the Auitding Official, so imminent as to require immediate correclive

measures, rhe County may ,u^*orily abate suci niisance without complying with the provisions of Section

JI 14.3 through il t;.8, provided that the Building Officiat shatl give such notice to the owner of the property

as may be practicable in the circumstances'
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JI14.t0 Manner of abatement by county; righl of entry. Abatement by the county may be done directly by

County persoinel or througi contractors ln thi same manner and subiect to lhe same restrictions as public

worlrs'. 
-The 

County and its contracfors may enter upon private property to ffictuate such abatement'

JIt4.l1 Determining cost of abatementwotk by County. The Building Official shall keep an itemized account

ofthe costs invo"hed to investigale, respond to the public's concerns, and administer the enforcement actions

i"rrrrory to require the property owner to abate the violalion, including the actual of abalement by the

County pursuant to Section it tqS or JI 14.9 and, upon completion ofthe abatementworh shall prepare an

itemized wriuen cost report. The Building Oficiat shall thereupon forward a copy of the report to the Clerk

ofthe Board ofsupervisors who shall sei a date (at least I0 days afier receipt ofthe report), time and place

for a hearing-before the Board ofsupervisors respecting such repo,rt and any objections thereto. Notice of
"such hearin| sh"all be served ani poited at least l0 days prior to the hearing in the manner and subiect to

the conditiois setforth in Section il 14.4 with respect to the notice and order to abate. Such notice of hearing

shall contain:

I. The street address, ifany, and a legal description sufficientfor identification of

the ProPertY affected bY the rePort

2. A statement that the report has been prepared and is available for inspection in

the ffice of the Building Official

3. A slatement that the Board of Supervisors will hold a hearing to consider the

report and any timely obiections thereto

4. The date, time and place ofsuch hearing

j. A statement that the property owner will be fined a monetary amount for the

nuisance and that the truclrs will be stopped and cited by the County Sheriffif they

are obsemed to be importing and/or exporting earth materials from the property

6. A statement that any interested person wishing to object to such report must file,
prior to the hearing, a written statement of the grounds for the obiection

Any interested person mayfite written objections prior lo the hearing. Each such obiection shall contain a

sriement of thi grounds inirepre. A contention that the condition abaled did not constitute a public nuisance

shall be o groriato, objectiig to the report only ifthe report relates to a summary abatement pursuant to

Section JI 14.g. At the iearinl, the Board ofsupervisors shall receive and consider the report, any timely

written objections thereto, aid such other information as it may deem proper' At the conclusion of the

hearing, tte Board of Supemisors may make iuch corrections in the report as it may deem iust and, when it

is satiped that the iupo)t 6t submitied or corrected) is correct, it shall, by resolution, determine the total

amount of such cost of abatement took place.

J114.12 Reimbwsement of cost of abatement work by County. At any time within I0 days afier the Board of

Supervisors has adopied a reiolution pursuant to Section J1 14. I I determining the cost ofabatement by the

County, the Buitding Oficial may receive payment of such amount1nd issue receipts therefor. If payment is

not received within"suth period'of time, the' Auitding Official shall forward a copy of the resolution to the

Auditor-Controller-

JlI4.I2.I Special assessmentfor cost of abatement by County. For cost of abatement by the County'

pursuant to Section JI14.8 or JI14.9, /or which payment is-not made pursuant to Section Jl I3' I I'
shall be a special assessment againsi the parcel on which the nuisance has been located' Such

special assessment shall be leviedfor thefiscal year commencing on the July I nextfollowingreceipt

by the Auditor-Controller of the iesolution of the Board of Supemisors determining the amount of

such cost. The assessment may be collecfed at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary

county taxes are collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and the same procedure and

sale in case of delinquency as provided for ordinary County taxes. All lav's applicable to the levy,
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collection and enforcement ofcounly taxes shall be applicable to such special assessment' qrcept

thar ifany real properry to which rurh iolst ofabatemi.nt retltls has been transfefted or conveyed

to a bona fide purchases fonolrr, i, y o iien of a bona fide encumbrancer for value has been

created and attaches thereon, prio, io ih, dor, on which the first installment of such taxes would

become aaii"r"t,in", ,urh iort of abatement shall not result in a lien against such real property

but instead siall be transferred to the unsecured roll for collection'

1114.13 Civil penalties for unauthotized grading work' The Building Ofiicial shall have the authority to apply

a penatty ro o propurry oii-iilor-ur;n' iharard as defined ii Section Jt I4'I and Jl I4'2 in the amount

as adopted by the laiest ,nrilution by the Board of Sipervisors regarding fines and civil penalties for

unauthorized grading. Truck drivers deliverrig on ,r*oiing earth miterials to or from a property that has

been determined by the Buitding Official to ie fn viotatiin of Appendix J can be cited and fined by the

Buitding official * i}uni sne"riffio, each instance they cause ii dutin", or remove earth materials from

the property. roit*rii ioy the"jie n-the County of Venturaw^ithin 30 calendar days shall constitute a

misdemeanor. eoyirni o1i prrilty ,holl not relieie iny personsf'omfully complyingwith the requirements

of this appendix in execution of the work'
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CBC APPENDIX P
EMERGENCY HOUSING

Appendix p of the California Building Code is adopted in its entirety and amended in the VCBC as follows

SECTION P 103

EMERGENCY HOUSING

Section P 103.1 of Appendix P is amended to read as follows:
p 103.1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins, emergency transportable housing units, membrane structures

and tents constructed aid/oi assembled in accordance with this Appendix, shall be occupied only during

declaration of state of emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis.

Buildings and structures constructed in accordance with the California Building Standards Code,for other

than residenlial uses, shall be permitted to be permanently occupiedpr use as emergency housing only afier

it has been determined by the Building Oficial that the building or structure complies with the Change of

Occupancy requirementi established by Section 506 of the California Existing Building Code-
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ARTICLE 3

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORI\IA RESIDENTIAL CODE (CRC)

(In addirion to the amendments in Article 3, thefollowing n1sid?1tti1lcode Appendices

are adopted in their entiretyfor ventura county: Afpendicei AF, AH, A8, AS, Al4/, AX, and AZ.)

CHAPTER 1'

ADMINISTRATION
In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the standards and

provisions contained in thte Residential code, the scope and Administraiion provisions of the Buitding code shall be

used, as adopted and amended in Arlicle 2. The administrative provisions in Articte 2 supplement the provisions of
-Clrop*, 

1, Division I of the California Residential Code (CRC)'
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CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS
(Chapter 2 contains no amendments to

the Califurnia Residential Code.)
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Section R301.1.1.1 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R!01.1.1.1 Alternative provisions for limited-density owner-buitt rural dwellings'

Ventura County uses thi alternative provisions of Title 25 of the 
-California 

Code of
Regulations foi permiting and approval of limited-density rural dwellings.

The provisions listed in items I through 5 of this section in the califurnia Residential code

appiy. They can be usedwhere apptiiabte. See the provisions of Article l5 of this Code for
more detaile d re quireme nts'

Any references made lo "technical codes" or "uniform codes" in Title 25 shall mean the

laiest adopted California Cofus, as amended by Ventura County'

All appticabte sections in Title 2 5 pertaining to limited density rural dwellings can be found
in tie'California Code of Regutaiions, Title 25, Chapter I, Subchapter I, Article 8.

CHAPTER 3

BUILDING PLANNING

SECTION R3O1

DESIGN CRITERIA

SECTION R3O2

FIRE RESISTIVE CONSTRUCTION

Section Rt02.15 is added to the CRC to read as follows:

R302.15 Baitdings constructed neat tall slopes'
R302.15.1 General. New buildings constructed in, or near, Hazardous Fire Areas, on or near

undrnuioprd tall slopes shall be"set backfrom the slope, or olherwise protected, as provided in

sections R3 02. I 5. 2 through R3 02' I 5'7'

R3 0 2. 1 5.2 Delinitio ns.

FINANCIAL IIARDSHIP. For the purposes of this section a financial hardship is reached

when the cost of the retrofits requiridfor full compliance exceeds I0% of the value of the

project.

SLOPE. (See definition in VCBC Appendix Chapter J' Section Jl02'1)

TALL SLO2E A slope having an overall vertical height exceeding 100 feet and having a

gradient steeper than 5:l andflatter than0'5:l'

IINDEVELOPED TALL SLOPE. A tall slope, either natural or graded, which has no

habitable buitdings or structures located on it

IlNENCLOSED STRaCTARE. For the purposes of this section, "unenclosed" shall mean

a building or portion thereof that is unenclosed a minimum of 50% of its perimeter.

R302.15.3 Sefback distancefrom tall slopes. New buildings and structures constructed adiacent to

ideveloped tall slopes shatl ie setback frim the slope a minimum of 30 feet, measured horizontally'
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Exceptions:
I. Buildings may be constructed directly on an undeveloped tall slope, or closer than 30 feet

from thf, tall slope, when the exterioi walls and openings that are located within 30 feet of
the sloPe are Protected as follows:

a. Exterior walls are constructed with a fire rating of not less than one-hour

b. Exterior openings are protectedwith afire rating ofnot less than 45 minutes.

2. Buildings may be constructed directly on an undeveloped tall slope, or closer than j0 feet

from th*e tall-slope without protection of openings when the building is entirely constructed
" 
of materials that achieve a fire resistance rating of not less than one-hour for the following
building elements:

a. PrimarY structural frame
b. Exterior and interior bearingwalls
c. Exterior non-bearingwalls located closer than 30feetfrom the tall slope

d. Floor construction and associated secondary members

e. Roofconstruction and associated secondary members

R302.15.4 projections. Cornices, eave overhangs, exterior balconies, and similar proiections

extendingbeyondthe exteriorwall shall conformtitherequirements ofCBC sections 705.2.3.1 and

705.2.3.2.

R302.15.5 Additions. Additions shall comply with the requirements of R302.15.3 for new buildings.

When the size of the addition exceeds 50% of the area of the existing building, then the entire

building shall comply with section R302' 15.3.

R302,15.6 Remodels. I4/hen the value of the remodel exceeds 50% of the estimated value of the

existing building, the existing building shall comply with section R302.15.3.

Exception:' Remodels that involve only interior work and/or replacement of existing windows.

R302.1 5.7 Accessory structures. Accessory structures such as patio covers, decks, trellis slructures,

and similar outdoor unenclosed struclures constructed adjacent to an undeveloped tall slope shall

be setbackfrom the slope a minimum of 30 feet, measured horizontally.

Exceptions:
l. Accessory structures attached to a building that complies with section R302,15'3'

ExcePtions I or 2

2. Attached accessory structures constructed in accordance with CBC 705'2.3.1

3. Residential detached accessory structures located further than I0 feet from the main

building

SECTION R337
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION METHODS FOR

EXTERIOR WILDFIRE EXPOSURE

Section Rt37.1.3 of the CRC is amended in the VCBC by removing Exception #5, to read as follows:

R332.1.3 Apptication. New residential buildings and accessory structures covered by this Code and located

in any Hazardous Fire Areas, as designated by the Ventura County Fire Department shall comply with the

provisions ofthis chapter and shall be refened to in this chapter as "applicable building(s)."
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Exceptions:
l. Group U occupancy accessory buildings ofany size located at least 50 feet (15 240 mm)

from an applicable building on the same lot.
2. Group U occupancy agricultural buildings, as defined in Section 202 ofthis code ofany

size located at least 50 feet (15 240 mm) from an applicable building.
3. Group C occupancy special buildings conforming to the limitations specified in Section

450.4.1.
4. New accessory buildings and miscellaneous structures specified in Section 710A shall

comply only with the requirements of that section.

Section R337.2 of the CRC is amended to add the following definitions:

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP. For the purposes of this section a financial hardship is reached when the

cost ofthe retrofits requiredforfull compliance exceeds 10% ofthe value ofthe project.

Section R337.11 is added to the CRC to read asfollows:
R337.1lJ Existing buildings and structures in residential communities vulnerable to wildJires.

In order to reduce the fire risk and vulnerability of buildings, structures, and communities in or

near Hazardous Fire Areas, existing buildings and structures that were not originally designed or

constructed to meet the requirements for Materials and Conslruction Methods for Exterior Wildfire

Exposure, which became effective July I, 2008, shall be retrofitted as necessary to comply with

section R337 when other construclion improvements are made, such as additions, remodels, and

structural repairs. These retrofits shall be made in accordance with sections R337.1 1.2 through

R337.11.5.

R337.11.2 Alterations, additions, and structural repairs. When alterations, additions or

structural repairs are made to existing buildings or struclures not originally constructed to meet the

requirements of R337, the original building or structure shall be retrofitted to meet these

requirements to the greatest extent possible.

Exceptions:

I. Alterations made solely for the purpose of retrofitting an older building or
structure to complywith seclion R337.

2. Re-roofs done to repair an existing roof may be limited to the extent of the

reroofwork.
3. Window change-outs necessary to repair or replace existingwindows generally

of the same size and type may be limited to the extent of window replacement

work being done.

4. Projects involving only mechanical, electrical and/or plumbing work'

5. Projects involving only voluntary seismic retrofits
6. Projects involving only cosmetic work that is exemptfrom a building permit, as

described in VCBC section 105.2.

7. l{hen the extenl of the retrofits necessaryforfull compliance wilh R337 creates

afinancial hardshipfor the property owner, the extent of requiredretrofits may

be limited to a retrofit cost that does not exceed l0% ofthe value ofthe project.

R337.11.3 Retrofits requircd for small projects. Retrofits requiredfor small projects may be

phased commensurqte with the size and scope of project so that the cost of the retrofit does not
^exceed 

I0% ofthe value ofthe alteration, addition, or slructural repair. At the discretion ofthe
Building Official, retrofits for proiects deemed very small may be postponed.
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R337.11.4 Minimam retrofit requirement for vents. As aminimum retrofitfor proiects associated

with existing buildings having attic or underfloor vents with openings larger than I/8 inch, in any

direetion, sichvents shall be replaced, repaired, or retlofrttedto complywith R337.6.2.1.

R337.11.5 Prioritization of retrofits. In choosingwhich building elements to retofitfirst, priority

shall be given to those elements that add the greatest benefitfor protecting the buildingfrotnfuture
witdfires, and generally done in the following orfur of priority:

t. Rools made to complywith R337.5

2. Vents and other openings into combustible attics and underfloor areos made to

complywith R337.6
3. Exterior walls, eaves, and other exterior surfaces protected in accordance with 3 37.7

4. Exterior windows, slElights, and doors made to comply with R337'8

5. Fscterior decl<s made to comply with R337.9

6. Accessory slructures made to complywith R337.10 or CBC 705'2'3'l
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CHAPTER 4

FOUNDATIONS

SECTION R4O1
GENERAL

Section R401.1 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R40l.l Application. The provisions of this chapter shall control the design and construction of the

foundation and foundation spaces for all buildings. In addition to the provisions ofthis chapter, the design

and construction offoundations in areas prone to flooding as established by Table R301.2(1) shall meet the

provisions of Section R322. Wood foundations shall be designed and installed in accordance with AWC

PWF.

Exception: The provisions of this chapter shall be permitted to be used for wood
foundations only in the following situations:

l. In buildings that have no more than two floors and a roof'
2. When interior basement and foundation walls are constructed at intervals not

exceeding 50 feet (15 240 mm).

Wood foundations in Seismic Design Category Do, Dr Dz and E shall be designed in accordance with

accepted engineering practice.

SECTION R4O3
F'OOTINGS

Section R403.1.2 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R403.1.2 Continuous footing in Seismic Design Categories Do, Dr AND Dl The braced wall
panels at exterior walts of buitdings located in Seismic Design Categories Do, Dtand Dz shall be

supported by continuous footings. AII required interior braced wall panels in buildings shall be

supported by continuous footings.

Section R403.1.3.1 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R403.1.3.1 Concrete stem walls with concrete footings. In Seismic Design Categories

Do, Dr, Dz, and E where a construction joint is created between a concrete footing and a

stem wall, not fewer than one No.4 vertical bar shall be installed at not more than 4 feet

(1219 mm) on center. The vertical bar shall have a standard hook and extend to the bottom

ofthe footing and shall have support and cover as specified in Section R403.1.3.5.3 and

extend not less than 14 inches (357 mm) into the stem wall. Standard hooks shall comply

with Section R608.5.4.5. Not fewer than one No. 4 horizontal bar shall be installed within

12 inches of the top of the stem wall and one No. 4 horizontal bar shall be located 3 to 4

inches from the bottom ofthe footing.

Section R403.1.3.2 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R403.1.3.2 Masonry stem walls with concrete footings. In Seismic Design Categories

Do, Dr, Dz and Ewhere a masonry stem wall is supported on a concrete footing, not fewer

than one No.4 vertical bar shall be installed at not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center.

The vertical bar shall have a standard hook and extend to the bottom ofthe footing and

shall have support and cover as specified in Section R403.1.3.5.3 and extend not less than

14 inches into the stem wall. Standard hooks shall comply with Section R608.5.4.5. Not

fewer than one No. 4 horizontal bar shall be installed within 12 inches of the top of the
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wall and one No. 4 horizontal bar shall be located 3 to 4 inches from the bottom of the

footing. Masonry stem walls shall be solid grouted'

Section R403.1.5 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:

ncos.f .istope. The top surface of footings shall be level. The bottom surface of footings shall not

t urr. u riop" e*ceeding one unit vertical inlen units horizontal (10-percent slope). Footings shall be

stepped where it is necessary to change the elevation of the top surface of the footings or where the

slope of the bottom surface of the toJtings will exceed one unit vertical in ten units horizontal (10-

Percent sloPe).

For structures located in Seismic Design Categories Do, Dt, D2, and E, steppedfootings shall be

reinforced with four %-inch diameter"(12.7 im) deformed reinforcing bars. Tluo bars shall be

ptaied at the top of the fooring and tvvo bars shall be placed at the bottom of the footing'

SECTION R4O4

FOUNDATION AND RETAINING WALLS

Section R404.2 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R404.2 Wood foundation walls. Woodfoundationwalls shall not be usedfor structures located in

Seismic Design Categories D0, DI, D2, and E'
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CHAPTERS 5 THROUGH 7

(Chapters 5 through 7 contain no amendments to

the California Residential Code.)
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CHAPTER 8

ROOF-CEILING CONSTRIICTION

SECTION R8O2

WOOD ROOF FRAMING

Section R802.8 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:

R802.8 Lateral support. Roof framin!--"-U",,-und ceiling joists having a depth-tothickness ratio

exceeding z to t aaiidon nominal ai.",itionr shall be provided-with lateral support at points of bearing to

prevent rotation. poiioor.urt"rs with *iling.i"irtr auached.per Table R602.3(l), the depth-thickness ratio

for the total 
"*".urv 

,r,albe determined;id;h;;mbinedthickness of the rafter plus the attached ceiling

joist.
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CHAPTER 9
ROOF ASSEMBLIES

SECTION R9O2

ROOF CLASSIFICATION

Section R902.1.1 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R902.1.1 Roof coverings within very high fire hazard severity zones. The entire roof covering

of every existing structure where more than 50 percent of the total roof area is replaced within any

one-year period, the entire roofcovering ofevery new structure, and any roofcovering applied in

the addition, alteration, repair or replacement of the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire-

retardant roof covering that is at least Class A.

Section R902.1.2 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R902.1.2 Roof coverings within State Responsibility Areas. The entire roof covering of every

existing structure where more than 50 percent of the total roof area is replaced within anyone-year

period, the entire roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering applied inthe addition,

alteration, repair or replacement ofthe roofofevery existing structure shall be a fire-retardant roof

covering that is at least Class A.

Section R902.1.3 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R902.1.3 Roof coverings in all other areas. The entire roof covering of every existing structure

where more than 50 percent of the total roof area is replaced within any one-year period, the entire

roof covering ofevery new structure, and any roofcovering applied in the addition, alteration, repair

or replacement ofthi roofofevery existing structure, shall be a fire-retardant roofcovering that is

at least Class C.

Section R902.1.5 is added to the Ventura County Code:
Rg02.1.5 ll/ood shakes and shingles. Fire retardant wood shakes and shingles may be usedfor

additions, alterations and repairs where the existing construction consists ofexistingwood shakes

or shingles and the new roofingfor the addition, alteration or repair is less than 50% ofthe existing

roofarea. The new shakes or shinglesfor the addition, alteration or repair shall be approvedfor a

Class A roof as described in R902.2.
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CHAPTER 10

CHIMNEYS AND FIREPLACES

SECTION RlOOl
MASONRY FIREPLACES

Section R1001.3.1 of the CRC is amended to read as follows:
R1001.3.1 Vertical reinforcing. For chimneys up to 40 inches (1016 mm) wide, four No.4

continuous vertical bars shall be placed between wythes of solid masonry or within the cells of
hollow unit masonry, extended to the bottom third of the footing, turned a minimum 24 inches

horizontally and grouted in accordance with Section R606. Grout shall be prevented from bonding

with the flue linei so that the flue liner is free to move with thermal expansion. For chimneys more

than 40 inches (1016 mm) wide, two additional No.4 vertical bars shall be provided for each

additional flue incorporated into the chimney or for each additional 40 inches (1016 mm) in width

or fraction thereof.
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CRC APPENDIX AZ
EMERGENCY HOUSING

Appendix AZ of the California Residential Code is adopted in its entirety and amended in the VCBC as follows.-

SECTION AZ IO3
EMERGENCY HOUSING

Section AZ 103.1of Appendix AZ is amended to read as follows:
AZ 103.1 Emergency housing. Emergency sleeping cabins, emergency transportable housing units,

membrane structuies and tents constructed andlor assembled in accordance with this Appendix, shall be

occupied only during declaration of state of emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis'

,Buildings and structures constructed in accordance with the California Building Standards Code,for other

than residential uses, shall be permitted to be permanently occupied for use as emergency housing only afier

it has been determined by thi nuilding Offrciat that the buitding or structure complies with the Change of
Occupancy requirementi established by Section 506 of the California Existing Building Code.
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ARTICLE. 4

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALTFORNIA ELECTRTCAL CODE (CEC)

NEC ARTICLE 89

GENERAL CODE PROVISIONS

In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the B-uilding Standards

contained in the Ventura Coioty'ntectiical Code, the Scope and Administration provisions of the Califurnia Building

code as amended in Article 2, chapter I are hereby adopted in rheir entirety, except as amenle! below' and are

hereby made part of this Code. These provisiow iuppli*tnt the pro,visions of Article 90 of the 2020 National

Electrical Code (NEC). I(here a conflict exists betweii the two codes the more restrictive provisions shall apply'

NEC ARTICLE 90
TNTRODUCTION

NEC Article 90.4.1 is added to the Ventura County Electrical Code:

Afiicle 90.4.1 Powers snd duties of the Building Olftcial'

90.4,1.1 Connection to electrical installalions. Except where work is done under an annual

electrical mainrenance permit, ir shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to make

"onnectionTro* 
o rourr" ofelectrical energ) or to supply electrical service to any electrical wiring,

device, apptiance, or equipment which requires a permitfor installation, or to cause or permil same

rc n, niL, or ro continie or allow to continue any such connection unless such person, firm, or

corporatio,n shall have obrained evidence from the Building official that such equipment is

authorized to be energized.

Extension cords and flexible cords shall not be a substitute for permanent wiring. Extension cords

andflexible cords siall not be ffixed to structure_s,,extended through walls, ceilings or floors, or,

under doors orJloor coverings, ior shall such cords be subiect to environmental damage or physical

impact. Exteniion cords shil be used onlywith portable appliances and suchuse shall not exceed

the lime constraints of Section 590'l'

90,4.1.2 Authoriry to abate. Any electrical wiring or equipment regulated by this. Code, which is

unsaJb, or which constitutes a jre or health hazaid or is otherwise dangerous to human hfe is' for
the purpose of this Section, unsafe. Any use of equipment regulated by this Code constituting a

harari to safety, health or pubii" ,"ryor" by reasoJt of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation'

obrolu'rr"nnr, fre hazard, diiaster, damage or abandonment is, for the purpose ofthis section, an

unsa7" u*e. 
')ny 

such unsafe electricaliiring or equipment is hereby declared to be a public

nuisance and sial be abatid by repair, rehabltintioi, rlemolition or removal in accordance'i'ith

the procedure setforth inthe Iniernitional Property Maintenance Code or such alternate procedure

as may be adopied by the County. As an alteinative, the Building oficial or an authorized

representative may institute ory oihu, appropriate action to prevent, restrain, coftect, or abate the

violation.

90.4.1.3 Authority to condemn wiring and equipmcnt. llhenever the Building Official ascertains

that any electricil wiring or equipment, o, poitio, thereof, regulated ,by 
this Code has become

harardous to tife, heatti or pioperty, o *rittrn order shall be issued to cduse such wiring or

equipment to bi either removed or ristored to a safe condition, as appropriate. The written notice

-101-



itself shallfix a time limitfor compliance with such order. No person shall use or maintain defective

equipment afier receiving such notice'



CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 9
(Chapters I through 9 contain no amendments to

the California Electrical Code.)
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ARTICLE 5

AMENDMENTS TO THE
cALrFoRf[rA MECHANTCAL CODE (CMC)

(In addition to the amendments in Article 5, the following Mechanical Code Appendices

'-" -'- oru adopted in theiir entiretyfor ventura County: Appendices B, C, and D)

SECTION 102.0
APPLICABILITY

Section 102.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

102.1 Conflicts between Codes. wherever conflicts occur between the provisions of this Code and.

the separate codes adopted by reference hereby, or between difrerent sections v)ithin such individual

code or codes, the most restricfi;;;;;;;t;"r;;, those which iet the highest standard of health and

safetY shall govern'

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION
In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal proceduresfor enforcingthe Building standards

contained in the Ventura C""rri U;,rianical Code, tie Scope and idminist'ation provisions of Chapter I ' Division

II of the 2021 Uniform Uii|'o,i"ot Code (UMC), as a*enied below, are hereby idopted in their enlirety and made

part of this code. wheri i ion1irt u*i onr*'ii the provisions of Division- I oni Diuitio' II, the provisions of

Division I shall take precedence", unless the provision has been expressly amended herein'

SECTION 101.0
GENERAL

Section 101.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

101.1 Title. This ordinance shall be known as the "Ventura County Mechanical Code," may be cited as such,

and will be referred to herein as ,,this coJe." This ordinance shall adopt certain state and model codes by

reference, togetherwith amendments thereto, as published herein. Theie referenced codes and amendments

shall have the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein'

Section 101.2 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this coa" rf'tuf f upply to the erection, installation, alteration, repair, relocation

replacement, addiiion to, use, or maintenan"e of -""hunical systems' This Code shall apply within all of the

uiincorporated tenitory of Ventura County'

Section10l.6isaddedtotheVenturaCountyMechanicalCode:
101.6 Authority. This Code is adopted pursuant to the statutory authority of Health and Safety Code Section

17910 et seq., known as the "Stati nourffl*.;-ii i nnn'i adopted in conformity with the provisions of

sections 50022.1 to 50022.10, inclusive'j the Govelrnmert Code relating to the adoption of codes by

reference.
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Where conflicts occur between provisions of this Code and other duly enacled County codes and

ordinances, those provisions becoming law lasl in time shall govern.

Wherever in this Code reference is made to the Appendix, the Appendix shall not apply unless

specificallY adoPted.

Section l02.l.l is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

102.1.1 Severability. Ifany article, chapter, section, sub-section, senlence, clause or phrase ofthese

regulations is for any-reison held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect

the validity of the remaining portions of these regulations. The Ventura County Board of Super-tisors

hereby dictires that it woiid have passed this ordinance, and each article, chapter, section, sub-

seclion, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, inespective ofthe fact that any one or more articles,

chapters, sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or

invalid.

SECTION 103.0

DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

Section 103.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
103.1 General. There is hereby continuedwithin the County the "Division of Building and Safety" of the

Resource Management Agency, which division shall be under the administrative and operational control of
the Building Official designated by the appointing authority.

The Building Oficial shall be appointed by the Director of the Resource Management Agency. Any references

in this Code to the "Authority Hiitng Juriscliction" shall have the same force and ffict as the "Building Ofiicial."

In accordance with the prescribed procedures ofthisjurisdiction andwith the concurrence ofthe Director

of the Resource Management Agency, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint a deputy

ituitding Oficiat, distiict managers, related technical fficers, inspectors, plan examiners, plan check

engineirs,ind other employees. Such employees shall have powers cts delegated by the Building Official.

The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of this Code and of the

codes adopted-iy reference hereby. The decision ofthe Buitding Official in enforcing the provisions ofthis

Code or oytn" Loa"t adopted by reference, or in interpreling the provisions thereof, or in exercising the

authority delegated thereby shail beTnal, subject to appeal as provided in this Code. For such purposes, the

Building Official shall have the powers of a law enforcement officer'

The Buitding Officiat shall have the power to render interpretations ofthis Code and to adopt and enforce

rules and sipp[imentat regulations to clarify the application ofits provisions. Such interpretations, rules and

regulations shall be in conformance with the intent and purpose of this code.

Section 103.1.1 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

103.1.1 Power of citation. Pursuant to the authority vested in the Board of Supenisors of the

County of Ventura by California Penal Code section 836.5, the Building Official and certain of his

aurhorizid subordinates as hereinafier provided shall have the power of anest without warranl

whenever they have reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed in

their presence a misdemeanor, misdemeanor/infraction, or infraction, consisting of a violation of
the provisions of this Code or any other ordinance or statute which the Building Oficial has a duty

to enforce.

The persons who are authorized to makp arrests as herein provided shall consist of lhe Building

Ofpiial and those of his subordinates as he may from time to time designate, whose duties include

inspection and enforcement activities for Ventura Counly'
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In any case in which a person is arrested pursuant to this section and the person arrested does not

demand to be taken biqore a magistrati, the arresting officer shall pre!?re a written notice to

appear and release the person o-n his promise to appear as prescribed by sec,tion 853'6 of the

California penal Code. The provisions of that chapter shall thereafier apply with reference to any

proceeding based upon lhe iisuance of a written notice to appedr pursuant to this section'

Section 103.2 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

103.2 Liability. )ny suit or criminal complaint instituted againlt.an fficer or employee because of an act

performed by that fficer or employee in ine nwftn aischarge of duties andunder the provisions of this code

shall be defenaed iy legal repiesintatives of Vintura Couity until the final termination of the proceedings'

The buitding olqciil oiany iubordinate shitt not be liablefor cost in any action, suit or proceeding that is

instituted in pursuance of lhe provisions of this Code'

It is the intent of the Board of Supervisors to esrablish minimum standards for the protection of the public

health, safety, andielfare. rilis iode shall not be construed to establish standards ofperformance, strength,

or durability other than lhose specified. Neifher lhis Code nor any services rendered in connectionwith or

pursuant to its te:rms by County fficers, inspectors, agents or employees, is intended nor shall be construed
'as 

the basis fo, iny ,ipng oi i.pn"a rorianties or guarantees to any person relative to or concerning any

structure or part, portion, or appurtenance theret6 or thereof constructed, erected, altered, enlarged,

repaired, *ourd,'riplaced, or remived pursuant to this Code or any permits aga.inst the County or any of its

fficers, irrpr"tloi igrnir, or employees because any structure or porlion thereof erected, conslructed,

altered, enlargrd, ,upEirra, moved^, riptaced, or remoied, or any appliances installed, maintained' repaired

or replaced herruni", does not meetihe standards prescribed herein, or does not meet any other standards

presiribed elsewhere as to performance, strength, durability or other characteristics'

This Code shall nor be construed lo relieve from or lessen the responsibility ofany person,owning' operating,

or controlling any building or structure foi any damages to persons or property caused by defects, nor shall

the code enJbrcement ageicy or the County be held as assuming any such liability by reason ofthe inspections

authorized by this Coie or'any permits oi certificates of inspection issued under this Code'

Section 103.5 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

10J.5 Emergeniy repairs The Buildlng officiat is hereby authorized to establish procedures for issuing

emergency per*it, o, retrodctiye permi* fir work that is y3ceslaw to correct or repair building systems or

components under emergency situations."The Building Oficial may verbally authorize wo-rk to proceed for
such purposes, with the condition that a standard peimii application will be filed once the emergency has

been overcome. The holders of such ,rrrgrn"y pirmits shall proceed al their own risk wilhout assurance

thattheworksoaccomplishedwillbeapprovedasconstructed.

Emergency repairs lo plumbing, electrical, and mechanical installations may be initiated prior to obtaining

the required peiiti*, provrdei that su"h work was urgently necessary, and it was impractical to obtain the

permits prior to ,or*"rrr*rnr of the work. Permiti for all such work shall be obtained at soon as it is

practical to do so.

SECTION 104.0
PERMITS

Section 104.2.1of the UMC is added to read as follows:
104.2.1 public service agencies. A permit shall not be requiredfor the installation, alteration or

repair of equipmentfor lhe generation, transmission, distribution or metering of water, wastewater,

o,,tnririrLtir"rgy o, othir related equipment that is under the ownership and control ofpublic

service agencies by esfablished right'

Section 104.2.2 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:
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104.2.2 ll/aiver of permit. The Building official may, by administrative,-order, waive permit

requiremenrsfo, ioi*rlrirl, is not inimicil to the public health, safety orwelfare, orwhich because

oJ its temporary nature or special purpose, does nitfatl within lhe purview or intention of this Code'

Section 104.3 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

104.3 Application for permit. To obtain a permit the anpllcanJ shall first file an application therefor in

writing on u fo.m fumisired/or that purpose' Every such application shall:

1. Give such information as may be required by the Building official, county Agencies'

or State Law.

2. Be accompanied by such plans, diagrams, computations, schedules, specifications,

and other data as may be iecessary ti determine compliance with this Code and other

applicable codes, law s, ordinances' rules' and re gulations'

Section 104.3.3 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
104.3.3 Expiration of application. Applications for which no permit is issued within 360 days

following ih" dot" oTappiicotion shail-expire by limitation. Plans, documents, reports, and other

data submittedJbr review may thereafierbe returned to the applicant or destroyed by the Building

ofliciat. Befoie a permit ii issued-for the work described on the application' a new permit

application or a written request for in extension.shall be submitted to the Building official' Upon

written request by rhe oppliron"t, a permit application may be extended by the Building Oficial

*hnr, ,,rriuory indfor-food cause,'for an ,itrndrd ti^" period that is deemed practical, provided:

I. The project plans and specifications have been updatedto reflect compliance with any

new'applicible code proviriont that came into ffict as a result of an adopted code

change, and

2. The requestfor extension is accompanied by an Application Extension Fee and a Plan

::;::'';;'i'fX:;rib'edinthe'countv'sadoptedFeeschedute'forreviewofanv

Section104.4isamendedtotheVenturaCountyMechanicalCode:
104.4 Permit issaance. The application,'plans, specifications and other data filed by an applicant for a

permit shalt be ieviewed ny tltL Auilding'Opriot.;"in ptyt yay be reviewed by other departments o/ the

County to verify complianie with any ajptiiable laws under_their iurisdiction. If the Building official finds

that the .ork des"ribed in an appti"aiiin for a permit and the plans, spectfications' .and 
other data filed

therewith conform to the requirements of ;his cide and other pirtinent laws and ordinances, and that all

requiredfees'have been paii, he shall issue a permit therefore to the applicant'

Section 104,4.1.1is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code: 
-

104.4.1.1 submittal doiuments. Plans, specifications, engineeringcalculations, diagrams,

and other data shall constitute the submittai documents and shall be suhmitted with each

applicationfor a permit. When such plans are not prepared by,a professional mechanical

contractor with a specialty contraitor's license issued by the State of California' the

BuildingofficiatmayrequiretheapplicantsubmittinSsuchplansorotherdatato
demonstrate that staie law does not require that the plans be prepared by a licensed.

architect or engineer. The Building bpriot may require plans, 
-compulations 

and

specifications tu7e prepared and designed by an engineer or architect licensed by the state

n piacti"e as such even if not required by state law'

Exception: The Building Official may waive the submission of plans'

calcilations, constructioi inspection requirements and other data if it is

found that the nature of the wirk apptied for is such that reviewing of plans

is not necessary to obtain compliance with this Code'
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Computations, diagrams, schedules, and other data sfficient to show the correctness and

adeqracy of the piins shall be submittedwhen required by the Building Official.

Section 104.4.1.2 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

104.4.1.2 Site plan. Thi Construction Documents submitted in accordance with Section

107.1 of this iode shatl be accompanied by a Site Plan, drawn to scdle, showing the size

and loiation of all proposed buiidings, structures, and other improvements, all existing

buildings and struitures on the site, including the locations of all exterior mechanical

equipm"ent, and pertinent utility connections serving the equipment, distances between

p)opotrd and ixisting structures, and setback distances from proposed structures to
'prip*ty 

lines and slopes, mature oak tree locations with approximate dripline perimeters,
^ani *i established strei:et grades and proposed finished grades. Site Plans shall also

include the drainage ,orrirj and tocitioi of all recorded easements along with the

easement descriptions. I{hen applicable, Site Plans shall also indicate Jlood hazard areas,

floodways, ani design Jtood iievations, including finish floor elevations of the lowest
"habitabiefloor, o, liwist horizontal structural memberfor coastal high hazard areas (V

Zones).

when required by the Building official, a survey of the lot shall be performed to assure

that the itructure or improvemini orc located in accordance with the requirements of this

Code, and./or is situated with respect to Mean Sea Level such that it complies with

regulations governing construction in fl ood-prone areas'

Sectionl04.4.l.3isaddedtotheVenturaCountyMechanicalCode.
104.4.1.3 Examination of documents. Ihhen documents are required precedent to the

issuance of a permit, and those documents have been confirmed, by review, to complywith

the requiimints of rhis Code, the Buitding Official shall endorse, or cause to be endorsed,

in writing or stamp on the plans and specifications "APPROVED." Such approved plans

o,nd ,prii1rotioni shalt noi be changed, modified, or altered without authorization from
the Buitding official, and all work regulated by this code shall be done in accordance with

the approved plans.

The Building official may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building or

structure tryoriin, entire plans and'specifications for the whole building or structure have

be"n apprived provided id"quotu iiformation and detailed statements have been found
,o*ptyirgwith all pertinent-requirements of this Code. The holder of such permit shall

proiulail his or her own riskwithout assurance that the permitfor the entire building or

structure will be granted.

Section 104.4.1.4 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code'

l04.4.l.4Approvalofconstrucfiondocuments,WhentheBuildingofficialissuesa
permit, the ionstruction documents shall be approved, in writing -or by stamp, as

,,AZ\ROVED." One set of construction documents so reviewed shall be retained by the

Building Official, one set ihall be returned to the applicant and kept at the site ofwork and

shall bi mide available for use by the Building oficial or a duly authorized representative

during inspections. The approved plans shall be made available to the Ventura County Tax

Assessor's ffice.

Section 104.4.1.5 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code'

104.4.1.5 Previous approvals. This Code shall not require changes in the approved

construction documeni, construction or designated occupancy of a struclure for which a

lawful permn has been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully authorized, and the

coistriction ofwhich has been pursued in goodfaith and has not been ahandoned.

Section 104.4.2.1is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:
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104.4.2.1 Permit denial. Except where special building designs or other mitigating

measures have been approved 6y the Building officiat and cooperating fficials of other

iounty agencies, a tiiiding primit may be denied where physical features of a building

site aie sich thar a denial iitnn Uuitaing permit is deemed necessary to safeguard life or

limb, health, property, or public welfari. Physical features which iustify the denial of a

permit shall include but shall not be limited to:

1. Precipitous clffi or other nearby vertical land masses of unknown

stability.
2. Unstable soils or geologic conditions.

3. Terrainwhich is iubject toJlooding, inundation, or severe soil erosion.

Section 104.4.2.2 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

104.4.2.2 Permit restictions. The issuance of permits shall be restricted to those

ipplicants or their authorized representatives who are entitled by the regulations and the

iimptions in the State Contrailor's License Law, Business and Professions Code, and

othei appticable statutes to perform work regulated by this Code'

l. owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner building or

improving his or her principal place of residence or appurtenances

thereto, provided all of the following conditions exist:

a. The residence is not intended or offeredfor sale'

b. The homeowner has resided in the residence for the

l2-month period prior to the completion of the work

for which the Permits is issued'

2. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner building or

improving struitur"t thereon who subsequently enter into a contracl for
construction of such proiects rVith licensed contractors pursuant to

Division3,Chapterg,oftheCaliforniaBusinessandProfessionsCode'

Tenant Improvement permits may be issued to tenants when authorized by the building

ownerfor workwilhin the tenant space.

Section 104.4.3 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
l}4.4.3Expiration of permit. Every permit issued by the Building Official under the provisions of

this Code sirall e*pire by limitation and become null and void if the work authorized by such permit

is not commenced within 360 days afier the permit issuance date, or if the work authorized by such

prrrii i, suspended or abandoiedTo, o p"riod of 180 days or more at any time afier the work is

commenced.

Before such work may be recommenced, a new or renewed permit shall first be_obtained to do so'

The fee therefor shali be based upon the work remaining to be inspected and approved for the

project, but such fee shall not exieed 50% ofthe full permit fee based on the latest adoptedfee

schedule' Revisions to the original plan and splectfications for such unfinished work shall be

required to be made where applLable provisions have changed as a res.ult of a Code update. Such

revisions shall be submitted j'or review-and approval by the Buitding Official and pertinentfees paid

in accordance with the County adopted Fee Schedule'

The Building Official may, without requiring payment of an additional permit fee, extend the time

for action by thi permitte" ory o, ,ori times, for good cause, upon written reque,st by the permittee

showi:ng thit ciriumstances beyond the contiol of the permittee have prevented action from being

taken. Permit extensions *oy n, approved by the Buitding official, in writing, for periods not

exceeding 180 daysftom the permit extension date'
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Demolition permits issuedfor the correction of violations shall expire after 30 days.

Section 104.4.6 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
104.4.6 Retention of construction documents. One set of approved construction documents shall

be retained by the Building oficial as required by state or local laws.

Section 104.4.7 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:
104.4.7 Permits transferable. Permits required by this Code may be transferredlrom the original

permittee to second parties when legal requirements have been satisfied, when dpproved by the

Building Official, and when applicable fees have been paid'

Section 104.5 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
104.5 Fees. Fees for permits, plan review, and related services rendered pursuant to this Code shall be

assessed as set firthin thX Cbde, and in accordance with the latest Fee Schedule as established by the

Venlura County Board of Supervisors'

Section 104.5.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
104.5.1 Work commencing before permit issuance. ln owner may pay a demolitionfee to demolishwork

commenced without o p"riit. In ali other cases, an irwestigation fee, in addition to a permit fee, shall be

collectedfor a permit issued relroactively for work commenced without a valid permit.

The investigalion fee for projects that have been commenced without a valid permit, but which have not been

completed,-shatt'be proiatedwith the actual amount of work completedwithout a permit, as determined by

the Building Official.

Investigationfees shall be collected at the time of submittal of a permit application to legalize the unpermitted

work. The investigation fee shall be based on the additional hourly costs for plan review and building

inspection servici fuemed necessary by the Buitding Officiat for verifuing that the existjng unpermitted

improvements are adequately constructed, installed, and/or retrofitted to meet the applicable provisions of
this Code, but in no cctse may the investigation fee be less than the amount prescribed by the latest Fee

Schedule.

The payment of such invesfigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all applicable

proiiri'on, oyti* code or aiy ofthi codes adopted by reference hereby, norfrom any penalty prescribed by

law.

Section 104.5.3 of the UMC amended to read as follows:
104.5.3 Fee refunds. The Building Official may aulhorize the refunding of fees upon written application by

the original permittee, within the limitations set forth herein:

(a) permit issuance fees shall be nonrefundable except as provided in subsection (b)

below.

(b) I 00% of any fee erroneously paid or collected shall be refundable'

(c) 90% of any plan review fee, as listed in the Fee Schedule, shall be refundable when

the pirmii ipplication is withdrawn or canceled prior to commencement of plan

review. Plan review fees shall not be refundable after the review by the Building

Oficiat or his designee has commenced or completed the review'

(d) g0% of any permit fee, as listed in the Fee Schedule, shall be refundable when none of
the work covered by such permit has commenced. All other fees paid with the permit

fee shall be 100% refundable.

'l
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(e) 90% of any Board of Appeals hearingfee, shall be refundable when such hearing is

canceied prior to the issuance o/a Notice ofHearing pertaining to the case.

Failure of the permittee to make written application for a refund within t 80 days following the cancellation

or expirition'o7 a ptan review, permit, heiring, or request for service for which a fee has been paid, shall

constitute a waiver of entitlement to a refund.

No partial refund shall be authorized, nor credit be applied against otherfees which may be payable to the

Diiision ofliuilding and Safety, when a construction pioiect is canceled or abandoned subsequent to partial

completion of the work authorized by the permit.

SECTION 105.0
INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

SECTION 106.0

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Sections 106.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:

106.1 General. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to erect, construct, enlargeo alter, repair, moveo

improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy, or maintain any building or structure, building service

Section 105.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
105,1 General All consfruction or workfor which a permit is required shall be subiect to inspection by the

Building Official to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Code and all such construclion or work

shall remain accessible and eiposed for inspection purposes until approved by the Building Official. In

addition, certain fypes ofconstiucfion shall iave periodic or continuous inspection, as specified in Chapter

l7 of the California Building Code.

Approval as a result ofan inspection shall not be construed to be an approval ofa violation ofthe provisions

oJiltg Coae or of other ordiiances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give autho,rity to violate or

iancel the proviiions ofthis Code or ofother ordinances oftheiurisdiction shqll not be valid.

It shall be the duty of the permittee or the permittee's authorized agent to cause the work to remain accessible

and exposedfor"inspection purposes. Neither the Building Official nor the iurisdiction shall be liable for
urp"ni" entailed inihe removal or replacement ofany material required to allow inspection.

It shal be the duty of the permittee or the duly authorized agent to notifu the Building Official when work is

ready for inspeciioi. Suih notification shall be given at least one working day before such inspection is

desired.

No portion of any building, structure, wiring, plumbing, ductwork or equipment which is required to be

inspected shilt bi permanintly covered or coicealedwithout approval of the Building Official. The Building

Official shall have authority to remove, or to require the removal of any obstruction which prevents the

riquired inspection of any portion of a building, structure, wiring, plumbing, ductvvork, electrical, or

mechanical iquipment, as necessary to verify compliance with this Code and the approved drawings.

Section 105.4.1 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

I0S.4.I Reconnection after order of disconnection. No person shall make connections from any energy,

power, or fuel supply, nor supply energ) or fuel to,qny bljlding service equipment which has been

disconnected o, oiirird to be disconnr"lia rylh, arilding official or the use of which has been ordered

discontinued by the Building Official until the Building Official authorizes the reconnection and use of such

equiPment.
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equipment, machine or equipment or cause or permit the same to be done in violation of this Code or to violate any

provision of this Code.

Violations and penalties shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of Article 2, Section ll4 of the

Ventura County Building Code, andwhere applicable, the International Property Maintenance Code.

SECTION 107.0
BOARDS OF APPEALS

Section 107.1 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
l07.l General. To serve as the "Local Appeals Board" as providedfor in Health and Safety Code Section

17920.5, andto futermine the suitability of alternate materials andmethods of construction, andto provide

for reasonable interpretations of the provisions of this Code, and to hear the appeals provided for, there

shall be and are heieby created a General Board ofAppeals and a Board ofGrading Appeals. Each Board

of Appeals shall consist of five members. The Building Official shall act as, or appoint as necessary, a

SnrittoryTo, each Board ofAppeals. Each Board ofAppeals shall be appointed by the Board ofSupervisors

and shail hold ffice at its pleiiure. Each Board of Appeals shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for
conducting its iivestigations and hearings. All decisions andfindings shall be rendered in writing to the

appeltanr with duplicite copy to the Building Official. Copies of all rules and regulations adopted by each

Eoard of Appeali shall be cielivered to the Building Official who shall make them accessible to the public.

All decisions ofeach Board ofAppeals shall be final.

Section 107.2 of the UMC is amended to read as follows:
107.2 Limitutions ofauthority. An applicationfor appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of
this Code or the ruies legalty-adoptid there under have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions ofthis

Code do notfutly apply, o, on 
"quolty 

good or belterform of construction is proposed. The Board of Appeals

shall have no authority to waive requirements of this Code.

Section 107.3 of the UMC is added to read as follows:
107.3 euaffications. The Board of Appeals shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and

training to pass on matters pertaining to each Board's respeclive areas of authority and are not employees

ofthis iurisdiction.

Section 107.4 is added to the Ventura County Mechanical Code:

107.4 Appeats hearing fee. Required fees as set forth in the latest Ventura Counly Building and Safety Fee

Scheduii shall orroipony eaci applicationfor a hearing before any ofthe Appeals Boards authorized by

this Code.
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CHAPTER 2 THROUGH 17
(Chapters 2 through I7 contain no amendments to

the Califurnia Mechanical Code.)

- 113 -



ARTICLE 6

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORNTA PLUMBTNG CODE (CPC)

(In addition to the amendments in Article 6, the following Plumbing Code Appendices

are adopted in their entiretyfor Ventura County: Appendices A, B, D, H, I, and J')

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION
In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal proceduresfor enforcing the Building Standards

contained in the Ventura County plumbing Code, the Scope and Administration provisions of Chapter I , Division II
of the 202I (Jniform plumbing bode pPC) are hereby adopted in their entirety, except as amended below, and made

part of this Cide. Where a JonJlict exists betyveen the provisions of Division I and Division II, the provisions of
-Division 

I shall take precedence, unless the provision has been expressly amended herein.

SECTION 101.0
GENERAL

Section 101.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. This ordinance shall be known asthe"Ventura County Plumbing Code," may be cited as sucho

and will be referred to herein as "this Code." This ordinance shall adopt certain State and model codes by

reference, together with amendments thereto, as published herein. These referenced codes and amendments

shall have the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein'

Section 101.2 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
101.2 Scope. The provisions ofthis Code shall apply to the erection installation, alteration, repair,

relocation replacement, addition to, use, or maintenance of plumbing systems. This Code shall apply within

all ofthe unincorporated territory of Venlura County'

Section 101.6 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

101.6 Authority. This Code is adopteil pursuant to the statutory authority of Health and Safety Code Section

17910 et seq.,-known as the "State Housing Law." h is furlher adopted in conformity with the provisions of
Sections 50022.1 to 50022.10, inclusiveiTth" Gou"rrment Code relating to the adoption of codes by

reference.

SECTION 102.0
APPLICABILITY

Section 102.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
102.1 Conflicts between codes. Wherever conflicts occur betuveen the provisions of this Code and

the separate codes adopted by reference hereby, or between dffirent sections within such individual

code or codes, the moit restrictive provisions or those which set the highest standard ofhealth and

safetY shall govern'

Where conJlicts occur between provisiow ofthis Code and other duly enacted County codes and

ordinances, those provisions becoming law last in time shall govern.
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wherever in this Code reference is made to the Appendix, the Appendix shall not apply unless

sPecificallY adoPted.

Section 102.1.1 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

I02.l.I Severability. Ifany article, chaptei, section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase ofthese

,egutatiois is yo, iny ,"iron held to 6e unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect

the validity ofihe remainingportions ofthese regulations. The Ventura County Board ofSupervisors

hereby diclire, that it woiid have pissed this-ordinance, and each article, chapter, section, sub-

section, sentence, clause or phrase thereoJ inespective of the fact lhat any one or more articles'

chapters, sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauies, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or

invalid.

SECTION 103.0

DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

Section 103.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

103.1 General, There is hereby continuedwithin the County the "Division of Buitding and Safely" of the

Resource uonogr-"nt Agency, which division shall be undir the administrative and operational control of

the Building Official designated by the appointing authority'

The Building official shall be appointed by the Director of the Resource Management Agengy Any references

in this Code to the-,,).urthority Hiving Jurisiiction" shall have the same force and ffict as the "Building official"'

In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this iurisdiction and with the concurrence of the Director

of the Resourc"'iorogu^"nt Ageicy, the BuildingbSriot shall have the authority to appoint a deputy

Building Official, district managers, related tecniicit fficers, inspectors, ntan ela?inr$ plan check

engineers, and other employees.-Such employees shall haii powers as delegated by the Building official'

The Building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of this Code and of the

codes adopted iy ,rfrrrnq hireby. The decision of the Building oficial in enforcing 
-the 

p.rovisions of this

Code or of the codes adopted by reference, or in"interpretinSThe provisions thereof, or in exercising the

authority delego*a inrrniy shait befinal, subject to appeal aiprovided in this Code. For such purposes, the

Building Officiat shall have the powets of a latt' enforcement fficer'

The Buitding officiat shall have the power to render interpretations of this Code and to adopt and enforce

rules and ,upptiirio,tregulations ti clarifu the application of its provisiorcs. Such interpretations, rules and

regulations shall be in coriformance with the intent and purpose of this code.

Section 103.1.1 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

l03.f.l power of citation. pursuant rclhe authorityvested in the Board of Supenisors of the

county of Ventura by California Penal Code section 836.5, the Building Official anQ,c"':::: 
:!-.!::.

authorizid subordiiates is hereinafter provided shall have the power of arrest wilhoul warrant

,h"r"uu, they have reasonable "oirn 
ti believe that the person to be arrested has committed in

their presence a misdemeanor, misdemeanor/infraction, ir inftaction, consisting of a violation of

the provisions of this Code or any other ordinaice or statute which the Building Official has a duty

to enforce.

The persons who are authorized to make atests as herein provided shall cons-ist of the Building

Official and those of his subordinates as he mayfrom time to time designate, whose duties include

inspection and enforcement activities for Ventura Counly'
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In any case inwhich a person is arrested pursuant to this seclion and the person arrested does not

demand to be taken before a magistrate, the arresting fficer shall prepare a written notice to

appear and release thi person oi his promise to appear as prescribed by section 853.6 of the

iityornia penal Code. ihe provisions ofthat chapter shall thereafier applywith reference to any

proceeding based upon the issuance of a written notice to appear pursuant to this section.

Section 103.2 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
103.2 Liability, Any suit or criminal complaint instiluted against an fficer or employee because of an acl

performed by-that officer or employee in the lavvfut discharge of duties and under the provisions of this Code
-snht 

U defended iy legal representatives of Ventura County until the final termination ofthe proceedings.

The buitding fficial oi any iubordinate shall not be liable for cost in any action, suit or proceeding that is

instituted in pursuance ofthe provisions ofthis Code'

It is the intent of the Board of Superyisors to establish minimum standards for the protection of the public

health, safety, ondw"yar". fiis iode shall not be construed to establish standards ofperformance, strength,

or durabiliiy other than fhose specified. Neither this Code nor any services rendered in connection with or

pursuant to its terms by County oficers, inspectors, agents or employees, is intended nor shall be construed
-as 

the basis for any express or implied wamanties or guarantees to any person relative to or concerning any

structure or part, pirtion, or appurtenance thereto or thereof construcled, erected, altered, enlarged,

repaired, moied, riplaced, or remived pursuail to this Code or any permits against the County or any ofits

fficers, inspecl'ors, agenfs, or employees because any strucfure or portion thereof erected, constructed,

altered, enlarged, upiirrd, moved-, riplaced, or removed, or any appliances installed, maintained, repaired

or replaced hiruuniu, does not meet the standards prescribed herein, or does not meet any olher standards

presiribed elsewhere as to performance, strenglh, durability or other characteristics.

This Code shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of any person owning, operaling,

or controlling any building or structurefor any damages to persons or property caused by defects, nor shall

the code enforcement ageicy or the County be held as assuming any such liability by reason ofthe inspections

authorizei by this Codi or any permits or certificales of inspection issued under this Code.

Section 103.5 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

103.5 Emergency repairs. The Building Official is hereby authorized to establish procedures for issuing

emergency per*itt oi retroactive permits for work that is necessary to correct or repair building systems or

components under emergency sitiations. The Building Official may verbally authorize wo,rk to proceedfor

,uri purpor"r, with the condition that a standard permit application will be fled once the emergency has

been overcome. The holders ofsuch emergency permits shall proceed at their own riskwithout assurance

that the work so accomplishedwill be approved as constructed'

Emergency repairs to plumbing, electrical, and mechanical installations may be iniliated prior to obtaining

the riquiied permits, provifui that such work was urgently necessary, and il was impractical to obtain the

permits prior to ,o*."nrr*nnt of the work. Permits for alt such work shall be obtained as soon as il is
practical to do so.

SECTION 104.0
PERMITS

Section 104.2.1of the UPC is added to read as follows:
104.2,1 pubtic service agencies. A permit shall not be requiredfor the installation, alteration or

repair of equipmentfor the generation, transmission, dislribution or metering ofwater, wastewater,

o, ete"iric)t)n"rgy o, othir relared equipment that is under the ownership and control ofpublic

service agencies by established right.

Section 104.2.2 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:
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104.2.2 ll/aiver of permit. The Building official may, by administrative order, waive permit

requirementsfo, ii*rlri"l, is not inimicil to the public health, safety or welfare, orwhich because

of its temporary nature or special purpose, does nit fall wilhin the puniew or intention of this Code'

Section 104.3 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

104.3 Applic"tioiroi permit. To obtain a permit the applicant shall first file an application therefor in

writing on u form fumisiedpr rhat purpose. Every such application shall:

I'GivesuchinformationasmayberequiredbytheBuildingofficial'County
Agencies, or State Law.

2, Be accompanied by such plans, diagrams, computations, schedules,

specificatiins, and otier data as^may be necessary to determine compliance with

ini, boa, and other applicable codes, laws, ordinances, rules, andregulations.

Section 104.3.3 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

104.3.3 Expiration of apptication. Applications for which no permit is issued within 360 days

following the date of appircation shail'expire by limitation. Plans, documents, reports, and other

data suimittedfor ieviiw may thereafierbe returned to the applicant or destroyed by the Building

official. Befoie a permit is issued for the work described on the application, a new permit

application or a written request for in extension-.sha.lt be submitted to the Building oficial' Upon

wrinen request by the oppti"oni, a permit application may be extended by the Building Official

,hr* nr"rrrory indfor-good cause,'for an 
"ittndrd 

ti*n period that is deemed practical, provided:

ct. The project plans and specifications have been updated to reflect compliance with

ony'n"i appticable coie piovisions that came into effect as aresult ofan adopted

code change, and

b. The requestfor extension is accompanied by an Application Extension Fee and a

Plan Review Fee as prescribed in lhe Counly's adopted Fee schedule, for review

of any required Plan revisions.

Section104.4isamendedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode:
104.4 Permit issuance. The application,-plans, speiifications and other datafiled by an applicantfor a

permit shalt be reviewed by tie- Building bfuri"t.'s"in fl9ns Jnay 
be reviewed by other departments of the

County to verify compliance with any appliiabte laws uider 
_their iurisdiction. If the Building official finds

that the.ork dercribed in an oppticaiiLnTor a permit and the plans, specifications' and other datafiled

therewith conform to the requirements ofihis Cide and other pertinent laws and ordinances, and that all

requiredfees-have been paii, he shall issue a permil therefore to the applicant'

Section 104.4.1.1is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

104.4.1.1 Submiaal doiuments. Plans, specifications, engineeringcalculations, diagrams,

and other data shall constitute the submittai documents and shall be submitted with each

applicationfor a permit. When such plans are not prepargd by a prgfes,sional plumber with

i ip"cialryLontuactor's license issuid by the State of California, the Building Official may

require t'he applicant submitting such plans o,r other data to demonstrale that state law

dies not ,"qii* that the pbni be piepared by a licensed architect or engineer' The

Building Olficial *oy ,rquir" plans,-computations and specifications to be prepared and

designid iy an engineer'or aichitect licinsed by the state to practice as such even if not

required bY state law.

Exception: The Building Ofiicial may waive the submission of plans'

calcilations, constructioi inspection requirements and other data if it is

found that the nature of the wirk apptied for is such that reviewing of plans

is not necessary lo obtain compliance with this Code'
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computations, diagrams, schedules, and other data sfficient to show the^correctness and

oiriuory of the plans shall be submitted when required by the Building Official.

Section |04.4.1.2 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

10t4.4.1.2 Site plan. Thi Construction Documents submitted in accordance with Section

iOi.l of ,nit iode shall be accompanied by a Site Pldn, drawn to scale, showing the size

and loiation of all proposed buildings, structures, and other improvements, all existing

buitdings and structures on the site,Tncluding the Point of Connection to the Public or

private sewer system, and water supply system and all other serving utilities, distances

brirun proposLd and existing structiies, and setback distances from proposed structures

,i pr"pirry lines and slopis, mature oak tree locations with approximate dripline

prii*it"ri, and the established street grades and proposed fini(d grades' Site Plans

shall also include the diainage courses"and locatioi of all recorded ectsements along with

the easement descriptiois. frhen applicable, Site Plans shall also indicate Jlood hazard

oiror, Jtoot ayr, ind design floid elevations, including finish floor elevations of the

lowest habitable floor, o, iorlrt horizontal structural member for coastal high hazard

areas (V Zones).

WhenrequiredbytheBuildingofficial,dsurveyofthelotshall.beperformedtoassure
that the structure or improvem"eni orc located in accordance with the requirements ofthis

code, and/or is situaled with respect to Mean sea Level such that it complies with

regulations governing construction in fl ood-prone areas'

Sectionl04.4.l.3isaddedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode..
104.4.1.3 Examination of docum-ents. When documents are required precedent to the

issuance of a permit, and those documents have been confirmed, by review, to complywith
'ti, 

,uquiu*in* of this Clode, the Building Official shatl endorse, or cause to be endorsed'

in writing or stamp on the pians ana spiiqiations "APPROVED." such approved plans

oina ,pniiprotioni shall not b" 
"hongid, 

modified, or altered without authorization from

the Building Official, and all workrelgulated by this Code shall be done in accordance with

the approved Plans'

TheBuildingofficiatmayissueapermitfortheconstructionofpartofabuildingor
structure before the entiie"plans ani speciJiLations for the whole building or structure have

inin oppriurd provided id"quot, iiformation and detailed statements have been found

,o*p6ns with'all peitine:nt'requirements of this code. The holder of such permit shall

proi"Lail his or her own risk without assurance that the permit for the entire building or

structure will be granted.

Sectionl04.4.|.4isaddedtotheVenturaCountyPtumbingCode.
l04.4.l.4ApprovaloTconstructiondocuments.I{hentheBuildingofficialissuesa
permit, rhe ionstruciion documents shall be approved, in writing- -or by stamp, as

,AppROyED." One set of construction documeiti so reviewed shall be retained by the

Building official, one set ihall be returned to the applicant and kept at the site ofwork and

shatl bi mide available for use by the Building Official or a duly authorized representative

a*i,ng inspections. The"approved plans shallbe iade available to the Ventura County Tax

Assessor's ffice'

Sectionl04.4.l.5isaddedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode.
104.4.1.5 previous opprorot . Tiis Code shall not require changes in the approved

construclion ao"u*nii, construction or designated occupancy ofa structureforwhich a

iiq4 p"r.it has bi"'n heretofore issued ir otherwise lawfully authorized, and the

coistriction ofwhich has been pursued in goodfaith and has not been abandoned'

Sectionl04.4.2.|isaddedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode:
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104,4.2.1 Petmit denial. Except where special building designs or other mitigating

measures have been opproi"a iy the Builiing official and cooperating fficials of other

i"uiry 
"sr,""inr, 

o tiiiaing peimit may be a"niia where physical features of a building

site are such that a deniit iithe buildiis permit is deemed necessary to safeguard life or

limb, heatrh, property, i, p"tti, w"lfai.^ fhysical features which iustify the denial of a

permit shall include but shall not be limited to:

I.Precipitouscliffsorothernearbyverticallandmassesofunknown
stabilitY.

2. Unstable soils or geologic conditions'

3. Terrainwhich is i"ti,,1 bflooding, inundation' or severe soil erosion'

Sectionl04.4.2.2isaddedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode:
104.4.2.2 Permit testiictions. Tie issuance of permits s,nqt! \ restricted to those

ofpnrit, or their authorized representatives *-ho- orn entitled by the regulations and the

exemptions in the State Contractor,s License Law, Business and Professions Code, and

othei applicable statutes to perform work regulated by this Code'

t. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner building or

improving his or her principal d,ace o7 residence or dpryrlenances

thireto, provided that all ofthe following conditions exist:

The residence is not intended or ffiredfor sale'

The homeowner has actually resided in the residence

for the I2-month period prior to the-completion of the
-workfor 

which the permits is issued'

2. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner building or

improving struiturn, thereon who subsequently enter into a contact for
conslructionofsuchprojectswithlicensedconlractorspursuantto
Division 3, ChLpter 9,-oyihe Calyornia Business and Professions Code.

Tenant Improvement permits may be issued fo tunants when authorized by the building

ownerfor workwithin the tenant space'

Section 104.4.3 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

104.4.3 Expiration of permit.uvery permit issued-by the Building official under the provisions of

trris coae staii 
"*plr" 

ty limitation uno t"*-" null and void if the work authorized by such permit

is not commenced within 360 days afier the permit issuance date, or if the work authorized by such

permit is suspended o, ononaoiiaqo, o pr)ioa of 180 days or more at any time alter the work is

commenced.

Before such work may be recommenced, a new or renewed permit shall first be.obtained to do so'

The fee therefor shall be bur"d ufon the work remaining io be inspected and.approved for the

project, but such fee shall not exceed 50% of the full peimit fee based on the latest adopted fee

schedule. Revisions to tlre oriliii pton oia spicifiiations'for such uyfin^ishe^d work shall be

,rquirii ti be made rnrrn opftiiiti prooxioni haie changed as a result ofa code update' such

revisions shall be submittedfor;;;;r;rLnd approval by the Buitding official and pertinentfees paid

in accordance with the County adopted Fee Schedule'

TheBuildingofficiatmay,withoutrequiringpayment.ofanadditionalpermitfee,extendthetime
Jbr action by the permiltu, on" o, *orc timei, foi good cause, upon written reque-st by the permittee

,noring thot ,iiu^rton"r, beyond the contiol of the permittee have prevented action from being

taken. permir extensions *oy'b, opproved by in aiitairg official, in writing, for periods not

exceeding 180 daysfrom the permit extension date'

a.

b.
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Demolition permits issuedfor the correction of violations shall expire afier 30 days'

Section 104.4.6 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

l04.4.6Retention of construction documents. One set of approved construction documents shall

beretainedbytheBuildingoficialasrequiredbyStateorlocallaws.

Sectionl04.4.lisaddedtotheVenturaCountyPlumbingCode:
104.4.7 permits transferable. Permits required by this Code may be transferredfrom the original

permiuee-to second frarfies when legal iequirements have been satisfied, when approved by the

Building Official, andwhen applicable fees have been paid'

Section 104.5 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

104.5 Fees. Fees for permits, plan review, and related services rendered pursuqnt to this Code shall be

assessed o, ,rt'jirin'ii i:ni, coan, and in accordance with the latest Fee Schedule as established by the

Ventura County Board of Supervisors'

Section 104.5.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
104.5.1 Work commencing before permit issuance. An owner may pay a demolition fee to

demolish work commenced iithout a permit. In all other cases, an investigation fee, in addition to

o prriitTr", shall be collectedfor a pirmit issued retroactivelyforwork commencedwithout avalid

Permil.

The investigationfee for projects that have been commencedtt)ithout avalid permit' butwhich have

not beei "i*gria, ,nofu tL prorotedwith the actual amount of work completedwithout a permit,

as determined by the Building Official'

Investigation fees shall be collected at the time of submittal of a permit application to legalize the

,np"riutrdiork. The investigationfee shall be based_on the additional hourly costsfor plan review

and building inspection services diemed necessdry by the Buitding official for verifuing that the

existing unfrr.ittrd improvemenrs are adequately conslructed, installed, and/or retrofitted to meet

*n op'pi1r:itt, provisiins of this Code, but in no case may the investigation /ee be less than the

o*ouit pr"tuibed by the latest Fee Schedule'

The payment of such investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all

appticitle proiirion, ofthistode or any ofthe codes adopted by reference hereby, norfrom any

PenaltY Prescribed bY law'

Section 104.5.3 of the UPC amended to read as follows:
104.5.3 Fee refunds. The Building oficial may authorize the refunding of fees upon written

application byihe original permittee, within the limitations set forth herein:

I . Permit issuance fees shall be nonrefundable except as provided in subsection

(2) below.

2. I 00% of any fee erroneously paid or collected shall be refundable'

3.90%ofanyptanreviewfee,aslistedintheFeeSchedule,shallberefundable
when thi permit application is wilhdrawn or canceled prior to

,o**rnrr*Znt of plaiieview. Plan review fees shall not be refundable afier

the review ny ni Auitaing Officiat or his designee has commenced or

completed the review,

4. 90%o of any permitfee, as listed in the Fee Schedute, shall be refundable when

,on" i|tir rork iovered by such permit has commenced' All other fees paid

with the permit fee shall be 100% refundable'
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5. 90% of any Board of Appeals hearing fee, shall be refundahle when such

hearing is canceled prior to the issuance of a Notice of Hearing pertaining

to the case.

Failure of the permittee to make written application for a refund within /80 days following the

cancellat'ion or expiration of a plan review, permit, hearing, or request for service for which a fee
has been paid, shall constitute awaiver of entitlement to a refund.

No partial refund shall be authorized, nor credit be applied against other fees which may be payable

rc fhe Division of Building and Safety, when a construction project is canceled or abandoned

subsequent to partial completion of the work authorized by the permit.

SECTION 105.0
INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

Section 105.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
105.1 General. All construction or workfor which a permit is required shall be subiect to inspection by the

Building Official to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Code and all such construction or work

shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved by the Building Official. In

addition, certain Wes of construction shall have periodic or conlinuous inspection, as specified in Chapter

17 of the California Building Code.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of the provisions

iJing Coa, or of other ordiiances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give authority to violate or

iancel the proviiions ofthis Code or of other ordinances of the iurisdiction shall not be valid.

If shall be the duty of the permittee or the permittee's authorized agent to cause tlte workto remain accessible

and exposed for'inipection purposes. Neither the Building Official nor the iurisdiction shall be liable for
,rpnni, entailed in the removal or replacement ofany material required to allow inspection.

It shall be the duty of the permittee or the duly authorized agent to notifu the Building Official whenwork is

ready for inspeciioi. Such notification shall be given at least one working day before such inspection is

desired.

No portion of any building structute, wiring, plumbing, ductwork or equipment which is required to be

inspected shill bi permanirtly covered or concealedwithout approval of the Building Official. The Building

Officiat shatl havi authority to remove, or to require the removal of, any obstruction which prevents the

required inspection of any portion of a building, structure, wiring, plumbing, ductwork, electrical, or

michanical equipment, ds necessary to verify compliance with this Code and the approved drawings.

Section 105.4.1 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

105.4.1 Reconnection after order of disconnection. No person shall make connections from any

energy, power orfuel suppty, nor supply energy orfuel to any building service equipmentwhich has

been diiconnectid or oidered to be disconnected by the Building Official or the use of which has

been ordered discontinued by the Building Oficial until the Building Official authorizes the

reconnection and use of such equipment.

SECTION 106.0
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Sections 106.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
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106.1 General. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter,

repair, move, improve, remove, Convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy' or maintain any building Or

,t u.tu.", Uuitaing service equipment, machine or equipment or cause or permit the same to be done in

violation of this Code or to violate any provision of this Code'

Violations and penalties shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of Article 2, Section I 14

of the Ventura -ounty Building Code, and where applicable, the International Property Maintenance Code'

SECTION 107.0
BOARDS OF APPEALS

Section 107.1 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:
107.1 General. To serve as the "Local Appeals Board" as providedlor in Heahh and Safety Code Section

I Tg20.5, and to determine the suitability of alternate materials and methods of construction, and to provide

for reasonable interpretations of the proiitiont of this Code, and to hear the appeals provided for, there

shall be and are heieby created a Geieral Board-ofAppeals and a Board ofGrading Appeals- Each Board

of Appeals shall consist of five members. The Building Official shall act as, or appoint as necessary, a

irrirtoryyo, each Board ifAppeals. Each Board ofAppeals shall be appointed by the Board ofSupervisors

and shall hold ffice at n, ptroiur". Each noard of Appeals shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for
conducting its iivestigatiins and hearings. Alt iecisions and findings shall be rendered in writing to the

appelanthith irpticlate copy to the Buil"ding Official. Copies of all rules and regulations adopted by each

Board of Appeali shall be delivered to the Euiiiing Official who shall make them accessible to the public'

All decisions ofeach Board ofAppeals shall befinal'

Section 107.2 of the UPC is amended to read as follows:

107.2 Limitafiois of authority. An applicationfor appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of

this Code or the ruies legally'adoptiithere under have been incorrectly intetpreted, the provisions ofthis

Code do notfully appty,i, in rquitty good or betterform of construction is proposed. The Board of Appeals

shall have no authority to waive requirements of this Code'

Section 107.3 of the UPC is added to read as follows:
107.3 euaffications. The Board of Appeals shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and

fraining to pass on matters perlaining to each Board's respective areas of authority and are nol employees

ofthis jurisdiction.

Section 107.4 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

107.4 Appeats hearingfee. Requiredfees as setiorth in the latest Ventura County Building and Safety Fee

Schedule shall accoffiny "*h application for-a hearing before any of the Appeals Boards authorized by

this Code.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

chapter 2 of the cPC is amended by adding the following definitions:

ALTERNATE PRMTE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM. Altemate private sewage disposal systems

are specially-designed, engineered, and approved private sewage disposal systems suitable for use in

localities where th; Admini;trative Authority has determined that the presence of shallow groundwater, rock,

bedrock formations of concern, or adverse soil, geologic, or hydrologic conditions makes the use of

conventional sewage disposal systems potentially hazardous to public health. Alternate private sewage

disposal systems rttutt 
-t" 

limited to "mound" systems and "subsurface sand filtration" systems,
.,supplemental Treatment" systems, or other Altemative private sewage disposal systems as approved by the

Authority Having Jurisdiction.

CESSPOOL. Cesspool means an excavation in the ground receiving domestic wastewate.r, designed to retain

the organic mauer and solids, while allowing the liquids to seep into the soil. Cesspools do not include septic

tanks as a component of the sYstem.

ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM(S). Onsite wastewater Treatment System(s)' also

referred to by the short form OWTS, means individual disposal systems, community collection and disposal

systems, and alternative collection and disposal systems that use subsurface disposal. The short form of the

term may be singular or plural. OWTS do not include "graywater" systems pursuant to Health and Safety

Code Section 17922.12.

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM. A Public Water System is a water system regulated by the California State

Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water or a Local Primacy Agency pursuant to

part 12, Chapter 4, California Safe Drinking Water Act, Section 116275 (h) of the California Health and

Safety Code.

pUBLtC WATER WELL. A public water well is a ground water well serving a public water system. A

spring which is not subject to the California Surface Water Treatment Rule, CCR, Title 22, sections 64650

through 64666 is a Public well.

eUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL. Means an individual licensed or certified by a State of California agency

to design OWTS and practice as professionals for other associated repofis, as allowed under their license or

registra=tion. This may include an individual who possesses a registered environmental health specialist

certificate or is currentiy licensed as a professional engineer or professional geologist.

SEEPAGE pIT. A seepage pit is a rock filled excavation which receives the effluent from a septic tank and

is so designed as to permiisuch effluent to seep through the bottom and sides ofthe pit into the surrounding

soil.

SERVICE PROVIDER. Service Provider means a person capable of operating, monitoring' and

maintaining an OWTS in accordance to this Code'

suppLEMENTAL TREATMENT. Supplemental Treatment means any owTS or component of an

OWTS, except a septic tank or dosing tank, which performs additional wastewater treatment so that the

effluent meets a predetermined performance requiremint prior to discharge of effluent into the dispersal field'
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CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REGULATIONS

SECTION 303
DISPOSAL OF LIQUID WASTE

Section 303.0 of the CPC is amended to read as follows:

303.1 General. It shall be unlawful for any person to causeo suffer, or permit the disposal of sewage, human

excrement, or other liquid wastes, in any place or manner, except through and by means of an approved

drainage system, instalied and maintained in accordance with the provisions of this Code.

Exception: Limited-density owner-built rural dwellings. A water closet shall not be

required when an alternate system is provided and has been approved by the Administrative

Authority pursuant to ,lppeiaix H oithis Code.Where an alternative to the water closet is

installed, a system toriire disposai or treatment of Graywater shall be prwided to the

dwelling. Graywater systems ittutt t" designed according to water availability,-use and

dischar[e. T6e design, use and maintenance standards of such systems shall be the

prerogative of the Building Official'
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CHAPTERS 4 AND 5
(Chapters 4 and 5 contain no amendments to

the California Plumbing Code.)
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CHAPTER 6

WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 601.0

RUNNING WATER REQUIRED

Section 601.1.2 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code:

601.1.2 Requirements for waier wells. When the potable water supply for a structure is to be

provided by a well, tie well must meet water quality standards as determined by the Health

Authority ilaving Jurisdiction, and pass the applicable pump and recovery test specified in the

Ventura' County" Water Worlcs Minual, as imended from time to time, for the purpose of

demonstratingihot th, well is likely to remain an adequate source of potable water throughout the

expected useful life of the structure'

Exceptions: A well shall not be required to pass the pump and recovery test if the

structure to be sened bY it:

l. Is connected to a public water syslem or a state small water system as defined

in Section I16275 of the Health and Safety Code; or

2. Overlies an aquifer that has been determined by the administrative authority to

be adequate to meet all existing and projected demands made upon it for
potable water without experiencing overdrafi; or

3. Overlies an aquifer that may experience over-drafiing but that has nonetheless

been determiied ty the administrative authority, based upon a study and report

prepared ptrsuonit to the Ventura County Waterworles Manual, to be adequate
-to 

meet ill existing and proiected demands made upon it for potable water

throughout the expected useful life of the struclure'

This section does not preclude the adoption and imposition of additional or more stringentwell test

requirements and stindards in connection with subdivision approvals, conditional use permits, or

other discretionary @s opposed to ministerial) permits'
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CHAPTER 7

SANITARY DRAINAGE

SECTION 713.0
SEWER REQUIRED

Section 713.4 of the CPC is amended to read as follows:

713.4 Conventional private sewage disposal systems'

l. When the applicant seeks to install a new conventional private sewage disposal system, the

public sewer may be considered as not being available when such public sewer is located more

than two hundrei (200) feet from any p.op.rty hne or the sewer service agency has determined

that a connection cannot be made'

2. When the applicant seel<s to repair/replace a conventional private sewage disposal system, the

public sewer may be considerid ot nit being available when such public sewer is located more

thin two hundied (200) feet from any building contdining a drainage system or the sewer

serviceagencyhasdetelrminedthataconnectioncannotbemade'

Section 713.4.1is added to the Ventura County Code'

713.4.1 Alternate private sewage disposal systems'

I. When the applicant seelrs to install a new alternate private sewage,disposal syslem,-

the public sewer mtay be considered as not being available w,hen such-sewer is located

more than one-half mile (2,640 feet) from any property line or the sewer semice

agency has defermined that a connection cannot be made'

2. When the applicant seeks to repair/replace an alternate private sewage disposal

system, tne p)ttic seyyer may be'considired as not being available when such public

iewer is loiated more than one-half mile (2,640 feet) from any building containing a

drainage system or the sewer service agency has determined that a connection cannol

be made.

Section 713.7 is added to the Ventura County Ptumbing Code

713.7 Adminiitrative authority. For the purpiu of administering those requirements of chapter 7 and

Appendix H of this Code, pertaining to jhi opproroi, permitting aid inspection of priy7te sewage disposal

systems, the Aiministratiie Authori"ty shall mean the Environmental Health o.fficer. All other requirements

i7** Coa, shall be regulated and enforced by the Building Oficial'

SECTION 714.0

DAMAGE TO PUBLIC SEWER OR
PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

Section 714.6 is added to the Ventura County Plumbing Code

7 1 4.6 Restrictions on holding tanks'

l. A holding tank for industrial/commercial waste shall be installed only when it is permitted by

u'J i, in'conformance with standards and safeguards established by the Administrative

aJfr*ity and the Health Officer to prevent anticipated surface or subsurface contamination or

p.iilid Ju.ug" to the public ,"*.r, o. other hazardous or nuisance condition'
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2. Holding tanlrs for domestic waste shall only be pernilted when existing owTS has failed and

replaciment dWfS it not feasible due to setback restrictions and/or geologic features'

SECTION 721,0
LOCATION

Section 721.1 of the CPC is amended to read as follows:

721.1 Location of sewage disposal systems. Except as provided in section 721.2 of the California Plumbing

Code, nobuilding ,"*".-o, private ,"*ug" disposai system, or parts thereof, shall be located in any lot other

than the lot which is the site of the building or structure s"rued by such sewer or p^rivate sewage disposal

system; nor shall any building sewer or priva:te sewage disposal system or part thereofte- located at any point

having less than the minimum distances indicated n ,Apiend* Table H l, as amended in this Code by the

CountY of Ventura.

Table 721.1 of the CPC is deleted in its entirety'
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CHAPTERS 8 THROUGHIT
(Chapters 8 through I7 contain no amendments to

the California Plumbing Code.)
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CPC APPENDIX H
PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

Appendix H of rhe Uniform Plumbing Code is adopted in its entirety and amended in the VCBC as follows...

SECTION H 101.0

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Section H 101.2 in Appendix H is amended to read as follows:
Section H 101.2 General requirements. Where permitted by Section 713.2 of this Code the building sewer

may be connected to a privai sewage disposal system in accordance with the provisions ofthis Code' The

type of sy*em shalt bi determined on the basis of information contqined in the soil report concerning

iocation, soil porosity, groundwater, depth offractured rock or imperviousformalions, and hillside stability'

and shall be-designLdlo receive all sanitary sewage from the property. The system, except as otherwise

provided, shall cinsist of a septic tankwith ffiuent discharging into a subsurface disposal field, into one or

more seepage pits, into-a combination of subsurface disposal field and seepage pits, into a mound system or

into a sitirj*e sand filtration system, or other Alternate sewage disposal system as approved by the

Administrative Authority pursuant to Section H 101'l I of this Code'

The Authority Having Jurisdiction shall be permitted to grant exceptions to the provisions ofthis appendix

for permitted structires that have been clestroyed due to fire or nalural disaster and that cannot be

reconstructed in compliance with these provisions provided that such exceptions are the minimum necessary.

Table H 101.8 in Appendix H is superseded in its entirety. The amended table is listed at the end of this Chapter'

as Table H-1.

SECTION H 201.0
CAPACITY OF SEPTIC TANKS

Section H 201.1 in Appendix H is amended to read as follows:

201.1 Minimum tank capacity. A minimum septic tank capacity of 1,000 gallons is requiredfor each dwelling

unit.

SECTION H 301.0

AREA OF DISPOSAL FIELDS AND SEEPAGE PITS

Section H 301.2 is added to Appendix H.

H 301.2 Sizing disposal arcas. The required absorption area shall be as setforth in CPC Appendix H, Table

H 20 I . t (3) for seepage pits, and as set forth in Table VCBC Appendix H-6 in this Code for leaching area.

Section H 301.3 is added to Appendix H.

H 301.3 Oversizing disposal Jields. When adding sidewall area in excess of the required twelve (12) inches

as allowed in H 30L I, such increase shall be limited to 50% of the required absorption area'

Section H 301.4 is added to Appendix H.

H 301.4 plastic leaching chambers. Plastic leaching chambers shall be sized on bottom absorption area

(nominal unit width) in square feer and the required area shall be calculated using Table VCBC H-6 of this

Code with a 0.70 multiPlier'

Section H 301.5 is added to Appendix H.
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H30I.SHorizontalsetbachonslope.Alldistributionareasofaleachlineorleachingbedshallprovidea
minimum I5 feet horizontal setback to slope surface or fill'

Section H 301.6 is atlded to Appentlix H:

A d m i n i st r at iYe A tt I h or i l:t

Section H 301.7 is tttlded to Appendix H:

p er:fo r nt anc e I e sl i n g.

sEcrIoN H 401.0

PERCOLATION TESTS

required:

Section H 401.4 is added to Appendix H'
H40I.4Testingprocedutes.PercolationtestsshallbeperformedunderthesupervisionofaCalifornia-
regisrered envirli."itit n"alth specialist, iiuit insinurr,'sebloqisl or engineering geologist Test data shall

be submitted on a form providedfor tnot"'prri"t"Z*a tnh inc-iude suciinformation as may reasonably be

required by the .liminrirative Aithority io dirermine the cowectness and adequacy of the proposed disposal

System'Eachpercolationtestshallbemadewithclearwaterinanexcavationwhichhasbeenthoroughly
soaked prior to the test. All percolation teit rates shall be performed by presoaking of percolation test holes

and continuing the test untii a stabilized rate is achieved'

section 
\r^ii;?i'rli,^:kni:rp,:Ilii}r.uur, shau be determined by percotation tests' rhe percotation rate and

absorptioncapacityofsoilsshalldeterminewhetheraConventional)WTSoranAlternateOWTSis

I Areas where percolation test rates are between one (l) and ninety (90) minutes per inch

are considered suitable for a conventional owTS, provided site conditions also meet olher

requirements in CPC and this Code'

If the percolation rate isfaster than one (l) minute per inch' or slower than ninety (90)

^iru*, 
pu, inch, the installation of an Alternate OWTS witl be required'

When the absorption capacity is greater thqn l,!Z galhq fi/day or less than 0'83 gal/sq

iliiy, ,n instailation of an Alreriate }WTS will be required'

2.

3

SECTION H 501.0

SEPTIC TANK CONSTRUCTION

Section H 501.5'1 is added to Appendix H'
H50l.S.lAccessopenings.Accessopeningsshallhavewatertightrisers,thetopsofwhichshallbesetat
most six (6) inchesbetow finished grade aid a'cess openings at grade or above shall be locked or secured
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Section H 601.9 in Appendix H is amended to read as follows:

H 60Lg Construction. Disposalfields shall be constructed in accordancewithTable H 601.9. Minimum

spacing between trenches ir leaching beds shall be not less than 4 feet plus 2 feet for each additionql.foot of

deprh in excess of I foot below the bottom ofthe drain line. Distribution drain lines in leaching beds shall be

not more than 6 Jbet apart on centers, ond no part of the perimeter of the leaching bed shall exceed 3 feet

from a distributiin driin line. Disposalfields, tienchis, and leaching beds shall not be paved over or covered

by concrete or a material that is iapaile ofreducing or inhibiting a possible evaporation ofsewer efiluent'

The depth of earth cover for leach lines, leaching beds and disposal fields shall be a minimum of I 2 inches

and a maximum of 36 inches.

Exception: For repair or replacement ofexisting disposal fields, earth cover deplh exceeding 36 inches

shall be backfilled with clean rock.

lo prevent unauthorized access.

SECTION H 601.0
DISPOSAL FIELDS

TABLE H 601.9

General Disposal Field Requirements

Minimum Maximum

Number of drain lines Perfield
Length ofeach line

Bottom width of trench

Spac ing of I ine s, c enter-to- c enter

Depth of earth cover of lines

Grade of lines

Filter material under drain lines

Filter material over drain lines

I

I8 inches

6 feet
I2 inches

Level
I2 inches

2 inches

100 feet
36 inches

36 inches (18 inches Prefewed)
3 inches per l1}feet

SECTION H 701.0
SEEPAGE PITS

Section H 701.3 in Appendix H is amended to read as follows:

H 701.3 Construction. A seepage pil shall be circular in shape and shall have an excrnated diameter of not

less than 4 feet. Each such'pil iltott t, filled with rock and pipe. Approval shall be obtained prior to

construcfioi for any pif having an excavated diameter Sreater than 6 feet.

a. Seepage pits shatl be filled with clean rock 3/4 inches to 2 % inches in diameter, free from

fines,- except when otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority. Where

groundwarir is encountered, the biitom ofthe seepage pit shall be backfilledwith clean

coarse sand at leasr tun (10) feet above the groundwater encountered. Rockfill in seepage

pits shall be covered with asphalt-treated building paper and backfilled with a minimum

ofeighteen (18) inches ofearth.

' b. ffiuent shall be conducted to the bottom of the excavalion by means of approved

[iryoritra pipe extending to the entire depth ofthe pit. Connections between a septic tank
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and seepage pits shall be mafu with approved watertight pipe. Such pipe shall be laid on

natural ground or comPactedfill'

Section Iil701.4 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

Section H 701.5 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

Section H701.7 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

Section H 701.8 in Appendix H is deteted in its entirety'

Section H 701.10 is added to Appendix H.
H 701.ru Seepage pitsii bedrockformations. The bottom of a seepage pit shall not extend to within I0 feet

of any bedroik iorkomn, @xcepi when rhe pit is part of a subsurface sand filtration system) and shall not

extend to within I0 feet of any impermeable soil or rock For the purposes of this section' impermeable soil

or rock shall mean soil i, ,oLf nil,inifing an absorption rate of less than 0.83 gal/sq fi /day.

SECTION H 8OT.O

CESSPOOLS

section H 801.r in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety and revised to read as follows:

H 801.1 Limitations.

l. New and replacement cesspools are prohibited'

2. Any increase in the number of plumbing fixture units or bedroom equivalents in a

structure connected to an existing cesspool is prohibited'

Section H 801.2 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

Section H 801.3 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

Section H 801.4 in Appendix H is deleted in its entirety'

SECTION H 901.0

COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL
SPECIAL LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL

Section H 901.8 is added to Appendix H.
H 901.g Limitations on subsurface industrial discharges. The discharge of industrial waste into a soil

absorption system shall be prohibited unless specifically approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction'

SECTION H 1301.0

ALTERNATE PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

Section H 1301.1 is added to Appendix H.
H 1301.1 General. nesigns for alternate private sewage disposal systems may be accepted for review by the

Administrative autnoriti when it has been adequately demonstrated that the character of the soil, geology,

hydrology, or impacts to hydrologic features uio. n.ur the site is such that a conventional private sewage

disposal system will not iunction in accordance with recognized health and sanitation standards' Such

,yrt"-, shall be designed by a qualified professional who shall submit written verification upon completion
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of an alternate private sewage disposal system that the installation is in conformance with the approved

design.

The design and construction of alternate private sewage disposal systems shall comply with the requirements

of this Section and with other appropriate criteria established by the Administrative Authority.

1. Component parts of alternate private sewage disposal systems shall comply with the

applicable setback requirements in Appendix Table H-1 of this Code. The construction and

capacity of septic tanks installed as components of altemate systems shall comply with

Section H 201 .0 and Appendix Table H 201 .1

Z. Leach lines, leaching beds, and seepage pits which are components of alternate systems

shall comply with the applicable requirements of this Code. No portion of a distribution

bed or related filter material that is a component of a mound or subsurface sand filtration

system shall be installed under a walkway, parking area, driveway, or similar paved

surface.

3. The sizing of mound, subsurface sand filtration systems, or alternative systems shall be

based upon the percolation rate ofthe natural soil atthe location and depth ofthe proposed

systemo and the number of bedrooms or plumbing fixture units, in accordance with this

Code and other applicable standards for sizing conventional leach lines, leaching beds and

seePage Pits.

Section H 1301.2 is added to Appendix H.
H 1301.2 Mound systems. A mound system is an altemate private sewage disposal system which utilizes

pressurized piping to deliver effluent from a septic tank into an above-ground gravel distribution bed, from

which the effluent percolates and is filtered through mounded sand fill into natural soil. Typical components

of such systems include a septic tank, lift pump and wet well, pressurized effluent piping, a sand fill mound'

a distribution bed composed of gravel filter material and perforated distribution piping, a cover of topsoil

over the top and sloped sides ofthe mound.

The lift pump and wet well shall be designed to handle peak flow from the septic tank. In no case shall pump

capacity be less than twenty (20) gallons per minute nor shall the pump motor be rated at less than one-half

horsepower. The pump shall be approved for use in a sewage environment. The liquid holding capacity of
the wet well shall be at least 300 gallons for one or two-bedroom dwelling units. An additional 100 gallons

capacity shall be provided for each bedroom in excess of two. Equivalent capacity shall be provided for

ociupancies other than dwellings based on fixture unit calculations as set forth in this Code'

1 The wet well shall be fitted with automatic high and low-level pump controls. Operation

of the lift pump shall not cause surges in the liquid level within the tank. An alarm device

shall be installed which will provide audio and visual warning signals to occupants of the

property in advance of any overflow from the wet well.

Z. Mounds shall not be installed on a slope greater than l2o/o.The base of the mound shall be

located at least two (2) feet above the highest known seasonal groundwater elevation at the

site and two (2) feet above fractured bedrock, if any. Fill material comprising the mound

shall be clean sand having a uniform grain size distribution within the acceptable range

indicated in Appendix Table H-7 of this Code. Conformance with this grain size standard

shall be determined by sieve analysis performed on representative samples taken prior to
placement of the fill material onto the mound. The slope of the sides of the mound shall

be not steeper than 3 horizontal to I vertical.

3. Distribution beds shall be level and shall be located a minimum of five (5) feet above the

highest known seasonal groundwater elevation at the site. Filter material comprising the

bed shall be clean gravel varying in size from .75 inch to 2.5 inches. The total thickness of
the bed shall be sufficient to provide a minimum of twelve (12) inches of filter material
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below, and at least two (2) inches of such material above all distribution piping within the

bed. Distribution piping shall uniformly distribute effluent over the entire area of the bed.

Distribution beds shall be of sufficient size to limit the application rate for effluent to not

more than 1.5 gallons per square foot per day.

After filter material has been placed over the piping, the distribution bed shall be covered

with untreated building paper, straw, or similar porous material to prevent closure of voids

when earlh covering is added. Topsoil shall be placed to a depth of at least twelve (12)

inches over the top ofthe distribution bed and shall be placed on the sloping sides ofthe
mound to a thickness of at least six (6) inches.

Section H 1301.3 is added to Appendix H.
H 1301.3 Subsurface iand filtration systems. A subsurface sand filtration system is an altemate private

sewage disposal system which utilizes gravity to deliver effluent from a septic tank to a subsurface gravel

distri6ution bed, irom which the effluent is filtered through a bed of sand to reduce organic matter and

pathogenic organisms, and thence percolates into natural soil. Typical components of such systems include

u r"pti-" tank, effluent piping, a subiurface distribution bed composed of gravel filter material and perforated

distiibution piping, a sand filtration bed, and a leaching bed, leach lines, or seepage pits.

l. Distribution beds shall be designed and constructed in a manner similar to that set forth for

mound systems in section (c) above, using approved, perforated gravity-flow piping in lieu

ofpressurized piping. Sand filtration beds shall extend not less than five (5) feet vertically

below and five (5) feet horizontally from the edges ofany distribution bed.

2. Filtration material shall be clean sand having a uniform grain size distribution within the

acceptable range indicated on Appendix Table H-7 of this Code. Conformance with this

grain size standard shall be determined by sieve analysis performed on representative

iamples taken prior to placement of the filtration material into the filter bed excavation.

Section H 1301.4 is added to Appendix H.
H 1301.4 Supptementai treatment. Supplemental Treatment means any OWTS or component of an OWTS'

except a septic tank or dosing tank, which performs additional waste-water treatment so that the effluent meets

a predetermined performance requirement prior to discharge of effluent into the dispersal field.

l. Supplemental Treatment Components required to meet Nitrogen reduction:

Effluent from the supplemental treatment components designed to reduce

nitrogen shall be certified by NSF (NSF/ANSI Standard 245) 1o meet a 50

percent reduction in total nitrogen when comparing the 30-day average

influent to the 30-day average effluent.

2. Supplemental Treatment Components required to meet Pathogen reduction:

Supplemental treatment components designed to perform disinfection shall

be Certified by NSF (NSF/ANSI Standard 40 or 245) to provide sufficient
pretreatment of the wastewater so that effluent from the supplemental

treatment components does not exceed a 30-day average TSS of 30 mg/L and

shall further achieve an effluent fecal coliform bacteria concentration less

than or equal to 200 Most Probable Number (MPN) per 100 milliliters.

3. Supplemental treatment components shall be inspected for proper operation while the

rytt". is in use by a service provider unless a telemetric monitoring system is capable

of continuously assessing the operation of the disinfection system. Testing of the

wastewater flowing from supplemental treatment components that perform

disinfection shall be sampled at a point in the system after the treatment components

and prior to the dispersal system and shall be conducted quarterly based on analysis of
totaf coliform witha minimum detection limitof 2.2 MPN. All effluent samples must

include the geographic coordinates of the sample's location. Effluent samples shall be

4
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taken by a service provider approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction and

analyzedby a State-certified laboratory.

Supplemental Treatment Components installed in lieu of "subsurface sand filtration"

,yrt.-r shall meet both Nitrogen and Pathogen reduction and other treatment

requirements as required by the Authority Having Jurisdiction'

supplemental Treatment components shall be installed by a contractor with a valid c-

42'iicense from the state oi Califomia and in accordance with manufacturer's

specifications.

SECTION H 1401.0

NONHAZARDOUSLIQUIDWASTETRANSFERFACILITIES

Section H 1401.0 is added to Appendix H'
H l40l.l General. R Nonhazardous Liquid Waste Transfer Facility is a temporary tro]ling facility for non-

hazardous liquid waste from recreational vehicle holding tanks and portable toilets..A Nonhazardous Liquid

Waste Transfe. ru"ititv consists of a holding tank, liquid waste loading area with washdown equipment,

associated piping' and holding tank liquid level alarm system'

1. Holding tank construction shall be consistent with cPC section H 501'0, with the

following excePtions:
a. Baffles are not required
b. OnlY one access Port is required

c. Tanks shall be traffic-rated IAPMO approved

2. All piping, including but not limited to materials, cleanouts, and venting, shall be

"onsisient 
with cpc sections 715.0 through 720.0, inclusive.

3. The minimum setbacks for holding tanks shall be as follows:

50 Jeet
50 feet
5 feet
5 feet
5 feet
5 feet
I 0 feet

4. Minimum holding tank capacity shall be not less than three times the anticipated daily

loadingtotheholdingtankandinnocaseshallbelessthanl,000gallons.

5. An alarm system constructed ofdurable, corrosion-resistant material shall be installed on

each holding tank. This alarm shall give a conspicuous audio and visual indication

whenever the tank becomes two-thirds full'

6. The liquid waste loading area shall consist of an impermeable, easily cleanable area

designed and constructJO in u manner which prevents the formation of insanitary

"onj'itionr. 
A%inchwater hose connection shall be installed at the liquid waste loading

area to allow connection of a hose for area washdown following holding tank pumping'

An approued backflow prevention assembly shall be installed in the water service line to

the hose connection. Provisions shall be made to store the washdown hose off the ground'

A warning sign shall be posted at the water hose connection reading: DANGER -

UNSAFE WATER.

4

5.

Streams and Watercourses

Wells
Groundwater
Structures
Property Line
On-Site Domestic Water Line
Public llater Main
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Holding tanks shall be pumped by a licensed pumper as needed. Quarterly reports of
holdinf tank pumping shall-be submitted to the Ventura County Environmental Health

Division by March 30, June 30, September 30, and December 31 of each year'

Offer to grant an easement to County Service Atea 32 is required. A contractual

maintenance agreement with a public utility may also be required'

SECTION H 1501.0
CLUSTERED SYSTEMS

Section H 1501.1 is added to Appendix H.
H 1501.1 Definition. biustered systems are comprised of three or more private sewage disposal systems

with soil absorption components located in a common area on a single legal lot.

All components of clustered systems shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Code pertaining

to private sewage disposal systems and the following additional requirements:

l. The primary (installed) soil absorption components of the clustered system shall provide

Z00o/o of the minimum area calculated for each structure connected to the clustered system

pursuant to Section H 301.0 of this Code.

2. Land area providing for complete replacement of the primary soil absorption components

of the clusiered syitem shali be set aside for future expansion, and shall conform with

Appendix Table H-l of this Code.

3. Limitations on number of structures allowed to be connected to each system shall be as

follows:

a. For residential structures, each private sewage disposal system

comprising the clustered system shall be connected to not more than one

dwelling unit within a structure.

b. For non-residential structures, each private sewage disposal system

comprising a clustered system shall be connected to one or more

structures with a combined daily wastewater discharge not to exceed

1,500 gallons.

4. The soil absorption component of each private sewage disposal system within the clustered

system shall be located at least sixteen horizontal feet from the soil absorption component

of any other private sewage disposal system within the same clustered system.

5. When a clustered system is (or can become) located on land jointly owned by more than

one owner of the structures served (e.g., condominium projects), an easement and

agreement approved by the Environmental Health Division providing for access to inspect,

,riuintuin, and repair/replace the clustered system shall be recorded in the Office of the

County Recorder.

6. A monitoring well, constructed and maintained in conformance with procedures adopted

by the Administrative Authority, shall be provided in an approved location.

7. All distribution boxes within the clustered system shall be fitted with risers extending to

finish grade elevation.

7

8.
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8. The applicant for each clustered system shall provide a signed statement from a

cuiito^iu-C"rtified Enginoering Geologist, certiling the following:

a. The proposed clustered system site is free against the potential hazatd

frorn landslide, excessive settlement and slippage'

b.Incorporationofgeotechnicalandgeologicrecommendationsinconcert
with safe conrtru"Jon practices is anticipated to result in a site which is

considered geotectrnicatty and geologically suitable for the intended use

and will noiadversely affect adjoining properties'
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APPENDIX TABLE H-l
Superscript numbers refer to footnotes (1) through (10)

LOCATION OF' AGE DISPOSAL

-Minimum 
Horizontal

Distance in Feet

From:

Building
Sewer

Septic

Tanke

Disposal

Field

Seepage

Pit

Subsurface

Sand Filtration

System

Mound
System

Building or

Structures I
2 5 8 8 207

Property line

adjoining private

property Clear2 5 5 8 8 l0

Private Water suPPlY

well on suction line
503 50 100 150 1008 100

Streams, lakes, tidal

waters or ocean

waters 50 50 r00 150 100 100

Large Trees
l0 10 l0

Seepage pits

cesspools 5 5 t2

Disposal Field
5 4a 5

On site domestic

water service line l5 5 5 5 5 5

Distribution Box 5 5
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Pressure public water

main
106 l0 10 l0 l0 l0

Public water well

503 50 150 20010 150-20010 150

Public water sYstems'

surface water intake

point
200-40010 200-40010 200-40010 2oo-4ooto

FOOTNOTES TO TABLE CPC APPENDIX H-I

NoTE: when disposal fields or seepage pits are installed in sloping ground, the minimum horizontal distance between any part ofthe leaching

system and ground surface shall be fifteen (15) feet'

when facilities are located near tidal or ocean waters, the horizontal distance shall be measured from the historically most landward location of

the beach at the mean high tide 
"l"nution. 

Structures or facilities shall be constructed in accordance with Federal, State and local laws to prevent

erosion ofthe beaches and -ovJri".i oitrt"..* rtigh tide closer than the horizontal distances specified above'

(1) Including porches and steps, whether covered or uncovered, breezeways, roofed port-cocheres, roofed patios, carports' covered walks'

(2)
(3)

covered driveways and similar appurtenances'

See Section 312.3 ofthe CPC.

The distance may be reduced to not less than twenty-five (25) feet when approved metallic piping is installed. where special hazards

are involved, the di.tun." ."qrir.J rt uti u. in.."u."o as may be directed by the county Health officer or the Administrative

ftltL".l}ia feet for each additional foot ofdeprh in excess ofone (1) foot below the bottom ofthe drain line (see Section H 601 0 of

the cPc).
See Section 720.0 olthe CPC.

n". p"Jr.r construction. For crossings, approvaf by the Administrative Authority is required.

This distance shall be increased to 30 ieet when the system is located upslope ofthe struclure'

This distance shall be increased to 1 50 feet when seepage pits are used as a component ofthe system

Includes components of Supplemental Treatment

Except as provided lor in 10 tO *J iO tgl, n"w or replacement OWTS with minimum horizontal setbacks less than any of the

following are not authorized:
(a) I 50 leet from a public water well where the depth ofthe eflluent dispersal system does not exceed I 0 feet in depth

(b) 200 feet from u p"tfi" *ut"i *lii where the depth ofthe effluent dispersal system exceeds 10 feet in depth'

(c) where the erfluent oispeisai sysiem is wrtt in ebo r""t oi u pruric water weliand e*ceeds 20 feet in depth the horizontal setback

required to achieve a two-year tralveL time for microbiological iontaminants shall be evaluated A qualified professional shall

coirJuct this evaluation. Hbwever, in no case shall the setback be less than 200 feet'

(d) where the effluent o,sp"i*r svrilrn i, *ithin t,zoo feetirom a public water systems' surface water intake point, within the

catchment ofthe d.uinug", unJlo"uted such that it may irnpu"i *uiJ.quurity at trrl intake point such as upstream ofthe intake point

for flowing water U"Oi"r, tft.'Oitp.ituf system stratt te no iess than 40b feei from the high water mark ofthe reservoir' lake or

flowing water bodY

(e) where the effluent dispersal system is located. more than 1,200 feet but less than.2,500 feet from a public water systems' surface

water intake point, within the .uiJfrln"nt u..u ofthe drainage, aJ located such that it may impact water quality at the intake point

such as upstream ofthe intake point for flowidg water tooier, trt. oitp"rsal system shall be no less than 200 feet from the high

water maik ofthe reservoir, lake or flowing water body'

(f) For replacement owrs'th;i d;not mee"t the above horizontal soparation requirements, the replacement owTs shall meet the

horizontal separation to the greatest extent practicable. ln such case, the replacement orMTS shall utilize supplemental featrnent

and other mitigation measurls, unless the permittingautroritv nnos lrlat ttrire is no indication that the previous system is adversely

affecting the pubtrc wate. souicq *a *,"r" i, limitJd potential that the replacement system could impact the water source based on

topogruihy, soil depth' soil texture, and groundwater separation'

(g) For new oWTs, inrturr"o on pJr""ts"ofrecord e*isting aiihe time or*re effective date ofthis Policy, that cannot meet the above

(4)

(s)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(e)
( l0)
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horizontal separation requirements, the owTS shall meet.the horizontal separation to th,e gleatest extent practicable and shall

utilize supplemental treatment foi iutttol"n, ur rp".ifred in section 10 8 ofthe State OWTS Policy and any other mitigation

measures irescribed by the Authority Having Jurisdiction'

APPENDIX TABLE H-2
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS

calculate septic tank capacity by both number of bedrooms and by number of plumbing fixture units' tlse the

."p""*y U"ri,A on ptumfing'n*tu." units if greater than capacity based on number of bedrooms'

Number of Bedrooms
Septic Tank CaPacitY Number of Plumbing

Fixture Units
Septic Tank CaPacitY

(gallons)

3 or less I 25 or less I

4 1 26-33 1

)-o I 00 34-45 1,500

Additional Bedrooms
Add 150 gallons caPacitY

per bedroom in excess of
6

46-55 2,000

56-60
t-70 2,500

71-80 750

8l-90 J

91-l J

Over 100

Add 25 gallons caPacitY

per fixture unit in excess

of 100

NON-RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

Calculate tank based on number of fixture

Note: Where tank size is not commercially available for calculated capacity, round up to the next available size'

Number of UnitsF
I20 or less
12r-25
126-33

34-45
5046-55
0056-60

6l-70
-t7l-80
J8l-90
J

1 -100
Add 25 gallons caPacitY Per plumbing fixture unit in

excess of 100Over 100
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APPENDIX TABLE H-6

ABSORPTION AREA REQUIREMENTS

Percolation Rate (Time in minutes
required for water to fall one inch)

I or less
2
J
4
5

10
15

30
45

60
over 60 (e)

Required Absorption Area (Sq. ft. per

bedroom using standard leach lines.)

See notes (a) through (e) below.

75
85

100
ll5
125
165
190
250
300
330

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Sufficient usable land area must be available to provide 100% expansion ofrequired absorption area when/if

necessary. See Section CPC APPENDIX H-l(d) in this Code'

Absorption area should be sufficient to accommodate increased future use stemming from the addition of

bedrooms or conversion of unfinished spaces to bedroom use, whenever such changes can reasonably be

anticipated.

The absorption area for leach lines and leaching beds is calculated as trench bottom area only except as

provided in Section CpC APPENDIX Table H-6 in this Code. Minimum required area for leaching trenches

is 150 sq. ft.

The above table allows for the connection of domestic food waste units and automatic clothes washing

machines without further increase in absorption area'

Soil having a percolation rate over 90 min/inch is unsuitable for installation of conventional absorption

system. An'altirnative absorption system, such as a drip system, is required for percolations rates greater

than 90 min/inch.
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APPENDIX TABLE H-7

U.S. STA}IOARD SIEYE SIZE
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ARTICLE. 7

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the standards and

provisions contained in the california Energt code, the Scope and Administration provisions of lhe Building code
'shall 

be used, as adopted, and as amended in Article 2'
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CHAPTERS 2 THROUGH 9
(Chapters 2 through 9 contain no amendments to

the California Energt Code.)
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ARTICLE 8

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORNIAHISTORICALBUILDINGcoDE

CHAPTER 1.

ADMINISTRATION
In order to carry our the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the standards and

provisions contained in tnr- Citiirnia Historical Building Code, the Scope and Administration provisions of the

'nuilairg Code shall be used, as adopted, and as amended in Article 2'
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CHAPTERS 2 THROUGH 10
(Chapters 8-2 through 8-10 conlain no amendments to

of the California Historical Building Code.)
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ARTICLE 9

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE

(The following Appendices in the California Existing Building Code

are adopied ii their entireiyfor Ventura County: Appendices AI' A2' A3' A4' and A5')

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION
In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the standards and

provisions contained in the california F*isting Building code, the scope and Administration provisions of the

'Building Code shall be used, as adopted, and as amended in Article 2'
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CHAPTERS 2 THROUGH 16
(Chaplers 2 through 16 contain no amendments to

of the California Existing Building Code.)
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ARTICLE 10

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE

(The following Appendices in the California Green Building Standards Code

are aiopted in Veniuri County: Appendices A4 and 45. These appendices are voluntary')

CHAPTER I.

ADMINTSTRATION
In order to carry out the necessary civil, administrative, and criminal procedures for enforcing the standards and

provisions contiined in the Catifoinia Green Building Standards Code, 
-the 

Scope and Administration provisions of
'i" nii6ng Code, as adopted and as amended in Article 2, shall be used to supplement the administrative provisions

of Chapter I of this Code,
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CHAPTER 2

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

Section 202 of theCBGSC is amended by adding the following definitions to the VCBC to read as follows:

ALL-ELECTRIC BUILDING. A building that contains no combustion equipment or plumbing for
combustion equipment serving space heatiig, water heating, cooking appliances, or clothes drying in the

building or within building pipirty lines and instead uses electrical heating appliances for service.

COMBUSTION EeaIpMENT. Any equipment or appliance usedfor space heating, water heating, cooking

clothes drying, and/or lighting that uses natural gas.

ELECTRICAL HEATING APPLIANCE. A device that produces heat energt to create a warm environment

by the apptication of elecfric power to resistance elements, refrigerant compressors, or dissimilar malerial

junctions, as defined in the California Mechanical Code'
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CHAPTER 3
(Chapter 3 contains no amendments to

the California Green Building Standards Code.)
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CHAPTER 4

RESIDENTIAL MANDATORY MEASURES

SECTION 4.509

REDUCTION OF GREENHOUSE GASES

Section 4.509 is added in the VCBC to read as follows:
4.509.1 All etectric equipment and appliances. In order to reduce the amount ofgreenhouse gases produced

by equipment and appliances in buitdiigs, all new residential buildings, qualifuing additions, and qualifuing

alterati:on projects s-halt be constructed to comply with Sections 4.509.2 through 4'509.4 so that they do not

use combustion equipmenl, except where otherwise allowed by this code.

4.509.2 New residential buitdings. All newly constructed residential buildings shall be designed and

constructed to be all-electric buildings having no natural gas burning appliqnces or equipment.

ExcePtions:
I. Indoor and outdoorfireplaces andfire pits

2. Outdoor grills and other outdoor cooking appliances

3. Swimming Pool and sPa heaters

4. EmergencY standbY generators

5. If the applicant establishes that there is not an all-electric prescriptive compliance

pathway jor the building under the California Building Energt fficiency Standards, and

that thi \uilding is not able to achieve the performance compliance standard applicable

to the building under the Energt Efficiency Standards using commercially available

technology and an approved calculation method, then the local enforcing agency may

grant a modification to allow the use of natural gas space heating equipment.

4.509.3 eualifying additions. When the size of the addition exceeds 50% of the area of the existing building,

fhen all appliances and equipment serving the addition shall be all-electric.

Exceptions: The exceptions for new residential buildings also apply to qualifuing

additions.

4.509.4 euaffiing alteration projects. When the value of the alteration exceeds 50% of the estimatedvalue

of the ex*ting-buiiding, then all appliances and equipment serving the altered area shall be all-electric.

Exceptions: The exceptions for new residential buildings also apply to qualifuing

alteration Proiects.
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CHAPTER 5

NON.RE SIDENTIAL MANDATORY MEASURES

SECTION 5.509
REDUCTION OF GREENHOUSE GASES

Section 5.509 is added in the VCBC to read as follows:
5.509.1 Att electric equipment and appliances. In order to reduce the amount ofgreenhouse gases produced

by equipment and appiiances in biildings, all new non-residential buildings, qualifuing additions, and

q"otifyi"s alteration projects shall be constructed to comply reith Sections 5.509.2 through 5.509.4 so that

iney do iot use combustion equipment, except where otherwise allowed by this code.

S.S0g,2 New non- residential buildings. All newly constructed non-residential buildings shall be designed

and constructed to be all-eleclric buildings having no equipment or appliances that use natural gas.

Exceptions:
l. Indoor and outdoorfireplaces andfire pits

2. Swimming Pool and sPa heaters

3. EmergencY standbY generators

4, Restaurants and otherfor-profit kitchens

5. Nonresidential buildings containing specialized commercial or industrial equipment,

may qualifufor a modification to install commercial or industrial equipment served by

natuial gis when afinding is made by the Building Oficial that thefollowing conditions

exist:

a. A business-related need exists for the use ofcombustion equipment, and

b. The need cannot be performed equivalently with an electrical appliance

6. If the applicant establishes that there is not an all-electric prescriptive compliance

pathway for the building under the California Building Energt Efficiency Standards,

and that the building is not able to achieve the performance compliance standard

applicable to the building under the Energy fficiency Standards using commercially

available technologt and an approved calculation method, then the local enforcing

agency may grant a modification to allow the use of natural gcts space heating

equiPment.

S.S0g.3 eualifying additions. When the size of the addition exceeds 50% of the area of the existing building

then all appliances and equipment serving the addition shall be all-electric.

Exceptions: The exceptions for new non-residential buildings also apply to qualifying

additions.

S.S0g.4 euaffiing alteration projects. When the value of the alteration exceeds 50% of the estimated value

of tne ei*tin[-building, then ill appliances and equipment seming the altered area shall be all-electric.

Exceptions: The exceptions for new non-residential buildings also apply to qualifuing

alteration Proiects.
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CHAPTERS 6 THROUGH 8
(Chapters 6 through 8 contain no amendments to

the California Green Building Standards Code.)
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ARTICLE 11

INTBRNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTBNANCE CODE

(rn addition to the amendm,",'t"#,i!,iji,#,ri:::,:#r,y:;#:;;;:;;;tf,Tationat rropertv Maintenance

CHAPTER 1

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION
(Chapter I contains no amendments to

the International P roperty Maintenanc e Code.)
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 202
GENERAL DEFINITIONS

Section 202 of the IPMC is amended with the following delinitions:
Section 202 General definitions.

INOPERABLE MOTOR VEHICLE. A vehicle that cannot be driven upon the public streets for reason

including but not limited to being wrecked, abandoned, in a state of disrepair, or incapable of being moved

under its own power'

pREMISES. A lot, plot or parcel of land, or easement, including any structures thereon'

TENANT. A person, corporation, partnership or group, whether or not the legal owner of record, legally

occupying a building or portion thereof as a unit'
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CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 302
EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS

Section 302.4 (Weeds) in the IPMC is deleted for the Ventura County Building Code'

Section 302.8 in the IPMC is amended to read as follows:
302.g Motor vehictes. Except as provided for in other regulations, inoperative motor vehicles shall not be

parked, kept, or stored on any premises, and vehicles shall not at any time be in a state of major disassembly,

iisrepair, br in the p.o""rt of b"ing stripped or dismantled. Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless

conducted inside an approved spray booth.

Exception: A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including body

work, provided that such work is performed inside a structure or similarly enclosed area

designed and approved for such purposes'

Section 302.9 (Defacement of property) in the IPMC is deleted for the Ventura County Building Code.

SECTION 304
EXTERIOR STRUCTURE

Section 304.14 (Insect screens) in the IPMC is deleted for the Ventura County Building Code.

SECTION 305
INTERIOR STRUCTURE

Section 305.6 in the IPMC is amended to read as follows:
305.6 Interior doors. Every interior door shall fit well within its frame and shall be capable of being opened

and closed by being proierly and securely attached to jambs, headers or tracks as intended by the

manufacturer of the attachment hardware.

SECTION 306
INTERIOR STRUCTURE

Section 306.1.1 in the IPMC is amended to read as follows:
306.1.1 Unsafe conditions. Where any of the following conditions cause the component or system

to be beyond its limit state, the component or system shall be determined as unsafe and shall be

repaired or replaced to comply with the California Building Code or the Califomia Existing Building

Code as required for existing buildings:

(The remaining part of this section in the IPMC, items I thru 6, including all sub-items and

exceptions ""-"io a part of this Code and are not amended in the County Code' but are

omitted, for brevitY.)

SECTION 309
PEST ELIMINATION
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Section 309.5 in the IPMC is amended to read as follows:
309.5 Occupant. The occupant of any structure may be responsible for the continued rodent and pest-free

condition of the structure.

Exception: Where the infestations are caused by defects in the structure, the owner shall

be responsible for extermination.
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CHAPTER 4

LIGHT, VENTILATION AND OCCUPANCY LIMITATIONS

SECTION 404

occuPANCY L4I{ITATIONS

section 404.7 (Food preparation) in the IPMC is deleted for the ventura county Building code'
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CHAPTER 5

PLUMBING FACILITIES AND FIXTURE REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 501

GENERAL

Section 501.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code'

501.3 Referenced plambing Code. All refeinces in ,this chapter to provisions and 
-sections 

of lhe

International plumbing CoJe shall be repiaeed with the corresponding provisions and sections of the

Califurnia P lumb ing C ode.
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Section 601.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code'

601.3 Referenced Plumbing and MechanicalCodes. All references inthis chapter to provisions and sections

of the liternational Plumiing Code or the International Mechanical Code shall be replaced with the

iorresponding provisions ancl sections of the California Plumbing Code and the California Mechanical

Code.

CHAPTER 6

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 601
GENERAL

SECTION 602
HEATING FACILITIES

Section 602.3 (Heat supply) in the IPMC is deleted for the Ventura County Building Code.

Section 602.4 (Occupiable workspaces) in the IPMC is deleted for the Ventura County Building Code.

Section 602.2 in the IPMC is amended to read as follows:
602.2 Residential occupancies. Dwellings shall be provided with heating facilities capable of maintaining a

room temperature of 68 degrees F (20 degrees C) in all habitable rooms' bathrooms, and toilet rooms in

accordance with the provisi-ons of Section R303.10 of the California Residential Code. Cooking appliances

shall not be used, nor shall portubl", unvented fuel-burning space heaters be used as a means to provide

required heating.
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CHAPTER 7

FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 701
GENERAL

Section 701.3 is added to the Ventura County Building Code'

701.3 Referenced codes. All references in thisihapter to provisions and sections ofthe International Fire

Code or the tniernational Buifding Code or the International Residential Code shall be replaced with the

corresponding provisions and sections of the California Fire code and/or the Califotnia Building code

and/or the Califurnia Residential Code'
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CHAPTER 8
REFERENCED STANDARDS

(Chapter 8 contains no amendmenls to

the International Properly Maintenance Code.)
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IPMC APPENDIX A
BOARDING STANDARI)

Appendix A of the International Property Maintenance Cofu is adopted in its entircty and amended in the VCBC as

follows...

SECTION A1O1
GENERAL

section A101.2 is added to the ventura county Property Maintenance code.
A101.2 Referenced Buildlng Code. All references in this chapter to provisions and_sections of the

International Building Code shall be replaced wilh the corresponding provisions and sections o/ the

California Building C ode.
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ARTICLF' 12

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL
SWIMMIING POOL AND SPA CODE

CHAPTER 1

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 102
GENERAL

Section 101.2 of the ISPSC is amended to read as follows:
101.2 Scope. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement,

renovation replacement, repair, and maintenance of residential aquatic recreation facilities, pools

and spas. The pools and spas covered by this Code are either permanent or temporary and shall

be only those that are designed and manufactured to be connected to a circulation system and that

are intended for swimming, bathing, or wading.

Section 102.7.1of the ISPSC is amended to read as follows:
l0Z.7.l Application of the Califumia codes. All references in this chapter to provisions and sections of the

International Building Code, the International Residential Code, the International Plumbing Code, the

International Mechaical Code, or the International Energlt Conservation Code shall be replaced with the

corresponding provisions and sections of the California Building Code, the California Residential Code, the

Califirnia Ptumbing Code, the California Mechanical Code, and California Energt Code, respectively. All
references to the liernationai Fuel Gas Code shall be replacedwith the corresponding references lo the

Cal ifornia P lumb ing C ode.

-166-



CHAPTERS 2 AND 3
(Chapters 2 and 3 contain no amendments to

the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code.)
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CHAPTERS 4 THROUGH 6
(Chapters 4 through 6 of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code are not adopled in Ventura County')
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CHAPTERS 7 THROUGH 11
(Chapters 7 through I I conlain no amendments to

the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code')
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ARTICLE 13

MOBILEHOMES AND COMMERCIAL COACHES

CHAPTER 1

SCOPE

SECTION 101

101.1 The provisions of this Article shall apply to mobile homes and commercial coaches installed outside mobile

home parks in all locations where thebounty of Ventura is the primary enforcement authority for applicable

provisions of the State Mobile home Parks Act, Subchapter 1 of Chapter 2, California Code of Regulations,

Title 25.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201

201.1 For the purposes of this Article the terms "mobile home," "commercial coach," "mobile home accessory

structure,'; and "foundation system" shall have the meanings set forth in Title 25, Califomia Code of
Regulations, and shall also apply to "manufactured housing" and "factory-built housing"'

For Recreational Vehicles, see Section igOtO of the State of California Health and Safety Code which reads

as follows:

"Recreational vehicle" means either of the following:

(a) A motor home, travel trailer, truck camper, or camping trailer, with or without motive

power, designed for human habitation for recreational, emergency, or other

occupancy, which meets all of the following criteria:

(l) It contains less than 320 square feet ofinternal living room area,

excluding built-in equipment, including, but not limited to'
wardrobe, closets, cabinets, kitchen units or fixtures, and bath or

toilet rooms.

(2) It contains 400 square feet or less of gross area measured at

maximum horizontal projections.

(3) It is built on a single chassis.

(4) It is either self-propelled, truck-mounted, or permanently towable
on the highways without a permit.

(b) A park trailer as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 18009.3
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CHAPTER 3

INSTALLATION PERMIT REQUIRED

SECTION 301

301.1 No person, firm, or corporation shall install, occupy, or use a mobile home, mobile home accessory

structure, or commercial coach or cause the same to be done without first obtaining an installation permit

therefore. Said installation permit shall be issued subject to compliance with applicable laws and ordinances,

including but not limited to:

I . Terms and conditions of a zoning clearance, including time limits established thereby.

2. Requirements for an approved foundation system.

3. Requirements for approved electrical, plumbing, and sewage disposal facilities.

4. payment of installation permit fees in addition to fees for permits, services or clearances

which may otherwise be required.
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CHAPTER 4

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL COACHES

SECTION 401

401.1 Allowable area. The area of commercial coach units connected in multiple shall not exceed the allowable

floor area for the occupancy housed therein and the Type ofConstruction, in accordance with Section 503 in

the California Building Code.

401.2 Location on property. Commercial coaches shall be positioned on a site with sufficient setback from
property lines so as to comply with the requirements of Table 602 of the Califomia Building Code for fire-

iesiitive protection of exterior walls and openings without the necessity for altering the structure or finish

materials of the exterior walls of the coach.

401.3 Stairs and exits. Stairs, ramps, handrails, guardrails, landings, and exits shall be provided for commercial

coaches as specified in Chapter l0 in the Califomia Building Code. Such coaches shall also conform to

applicable standards of the State of California for making buildings accessible by physically handicapped

persons.

401.4 Sanitary facilities. Commercial coaches shall be provided with sanitary facilities in accordance with the

requirements of this Code which are applicable to the particular occupancy housed therein. Sanitary facilities

shall also conform to the applicable standards of the State of California for accessibility to physically

handicapped persons.
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CHAPTER 5
REQUIREMENTS IN FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES

SECTION 5OI

501.1 The requirements of Chapter 7A in this Code shall be applicable to mobile homes, mobile home

accessory structures, manufactured or factory-built housing, and commercial coaches installed within Fire

Hazard Severity Zones areas.
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CHAPTER 6

SUBSTANDARD OR DANGEROUS MOBILE HOMES
AND COMMERCIAL COACHES

SECTION 601

601.1 A1l mobile homes, commercial coachos, or porlions thereof, whether permanently or temporarily

installed, which are determined to be substandard or dangerous as defined in the International Property

Maintenance Code as amended by this Code, are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated

by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal in accordance with procedures specified in such codes.
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CHAPTER 7
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

SECTION 701

701.1 Recreational vehicles may only be used as "temporary dwellings during construction", provided all of the

following requirements are met:

1. A building permit for new residential construction or major remodeling rendering the
primary dwelling uninhabitable is in full force and effect and subject to Zoning Clearance
conditions.

2. The Recreational Vehicle is connected to:

a. An approved source of potable water
b. An approved sewage disposal system, whether public or private
c. An approved source of electrical power.

Recreational vehicles cannot be used as permanent dwellings or permanent accessory structures on private
properlry, except as specifically allowed under Califomia State law.
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ARTICLE' 14

POST-DISASTER RE C OVERY
AND RECONSTRUCTION

CHAPTER 1

SCOPE AND APPLICATION

SECTION 101

POST-DISASTER SAFETY ASSESSMENT PLACARDS AND SECURITY

101.1 Apptication of provisions. The provisions of this chapter are applicable to all buildings and structures, of
all occupancies, regulated by the County of Ventura following each natural or man-made disaster.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
DEFINITIONS

201.1 Definitions. For the purpose of the chapter, the following definitions apply

ARCHITECT is a person licensed by the State of Califomia to practice architecture as prescribed

by the State of Califomia Business and Professions Code.

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall be as defined in Article 2, Section 103 of this Code.

CIVIL ENGINEER is a person registered by the State of California to practice Civil Engineering
as prescribed by the State ofCalifornia Business and Professions Code.

CURRENT CODE shall mean those codes listed in Article l, Section 101.1 ofthis Code as adopted
by the County of Ventura in accordance with operation of law pursuant to Section 18941.5 of the
State of California Health and Safety Code. The edition to be applied shall be that edition in effect
at the time of the declaration of a local emergency by the Board of Supervisors, County of Ventura.

ENGINEERING EVALUATION is an evaluation of a damaged building or structure, or suspected

damaged building or structure, performed under the direction of a structural engineer, civil engineer,
or architect retained by the owner ofthe building or structure. Engineering evaluations shall, at a
minimum, contain recommendations for repair with appropriate opinion of construction cost for
those repairs. All engineering evaluations shall include the engineer's or architect's stamp, wet-
signature and license expiration date.

ESSENTIAL SERVICE FACILITY shall mean those buildings or structures designated by the
County ofVentura to house facilities necessary for emergency operations subsequent to a disaster.

EVENT shall mean any occurrence which results in the declaration of a disaster by the Board of
Supervisors, including but not limited to, fires, landslides, windstormso earthquakes, and floods.

HISTORIC BUILDING OR STRUCTURE shall be any building or structure registered with a

federal, state, countyo or city govemment, or the register of points of interest. Historic buildings and
structures shall also include those buildings and structures within a recognized historic district.

REPLACEMENT VALUE is the dollar value, as determined by the Building Official, for
replacing a damaged structure with a new structure of the same size, same type of construction and
same occupancy, and located on the same site.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT is a visual examination of a building or structure for the purpose of
determining whether continued use or occupancy is appropriate following a natural or man-made
disaster.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER (SHPO) is the person appointed by the
Governor, pursuant to Section lOl(bxl) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as

amended, to administer the State Historic Preservation Program.

Office of Historic Preservation
Department of Parks and Recreation
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100
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Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 445-7000
FAX: (916) 44s-7453

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER is a person registered by the State of California to practice civil
engineering and to use the title Structural Engineer as deftned in Section 5537.1 ofthe Statp of
Califomia Business and Professions Code.

VALUE OF REPAIR is the dollar value, as determined by the Building Official, for making

necessary repairs to the damaged structure.
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CHAPTER 3

POST.DISASTER SAFETY ASSESSMENT
PLACARDS AND SECURITY

SECTION 301
SCOPE

301.1 Scope. This chapter establishes standard placards to be used to indicate the condition of a structure for

continued occupancy after any natural or man-made disaster. It further authorizes the Division of Building
and Safety as well as authorized representatives, to post appropriate placards at each entry point to a building
or structure upon completion of a safety assessment.

SECTION3O2
PLACARDS

302.1 Ptacards. The following official placards shall be used to designate the condition of buildings or structures

following a disaster.

302.1.1 (Green) Inspected - Lawful Occupancy Permitted may be posted on any building or

structure where no apparent hazard has been found. Placement ofthis placard does not mean

that there is no damage to the building or structure.

302.1.2 (Yellow) Restricted or Limited Entry may be posted on each damaged building or

structure where damage has created a hazardous condition whichjustihes restricted occupancy.

The Building Official who posts this placard will note in general terms the hazard created and

will clearly and concisely note the restrictions on occupancy'

302.1.3 (Red) Unsafe - Do Not Enter or Occupy may be posted on each damaged building or

structure such that continued occupancy poses a threat to life or health. Buildings or structures

posted with this placard may be entered only after authorization in writing by the Building
Official. Safety assessment teams are authorized to enter these buildings at any time. This
placard shall not be used or considered as a demolition order. The official who posts this
placard shall note in general terms damage encountered.

302.1.4 Securing of unsafe buildings or structures. Buildings or structures that have been

determined by the Building Official to pose a threat to life safety or to be unsafe due to damage

may be required by the Building Official to be secured from entry by fencing or other approved

means until such time that the damage or threat to life is removed by repair, reconstruction or
demolition. The fencing or security measures shall not be removed without authorization from

the Building Official.

302.1.5 Removal of placards. Once the placard has been attached to a building or structure, it shall

not be removed, altered or covered until authorized by the Building Official.

302.2 Violations. Any violation of this Article is a misdemeanor and shall be subject to punishment according

to the provisions of Article 2,Chapter l, Section 114.
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CHAPTER 4

POST-DISASTER ABATEMENT

SECTION 401

INTENT AND APPLICATION
401.1 Intent. This chapter establishes abatement criteria for all buildings and structures damaged as a result of a

disaster forwhich a local emergency has been declared by the Board ofSupervisors.

401.2 Application of provisions. The provisions of this chapter are applicable to all buildings and structures

regulated by the County of Ventura.

SECTION 402
ABATEMENT CRITERIA

402.1 Notice of determination. Except as provided in section 45.2.4.2 below, the Building Official shall serve a

written Notice of Determination to each property owner as found on the latest available copy of the last

equalized assessment rol1. Said Notice of Determination shall be delivered by hand-delivery, telephone,

telegram, facsimile or other reasonable means, and shall clearly indicate that the structure is an imminent

hazard and dangerous and that, as such, it constitutes a public nuisance. The notice shall set forth those factors

which, in the opinion of the Building Official, make the structure an imminent hazard and dangerous, and

shall also include a directive from the Building Official of the specific action or actions to be taken by the

property owner. The Notice shall specify that within fofty-eight (48) hours liom the time of issuance of the

Notice of Determination, the owner or other party of record with an equitable or legal interest in said property

shall abate the nuisance in accordance with the directives written in the Notice of Determination by the

Building Official.

402.2 Notice of determination exception. No prior notice shall be required, when the Building Official, after

considering all the facts, determines, in writing, that the structure is an imminenthazard and dangerous, and

that it must be abated immediately, and that time and circumstances do not permit the giving of prior notice

to the owner. In those cases where time and circumstances do not permit the County to give the owner notice

prior to abatement, the Building Official may cause the nuisance to be abated by the County with County

resources or County contractors.

402.3 Appeal of notice of determination. A Notice of Determination delivered by the Building Official, that a

building or structure is an imminenlhazard and dangerous and therefore must be abated, may be appealed by

the property owner or any other party of record with an equitable or legal interest in said property. Such

appeal must be made to the Building Official within 48 hours of delivery of such notice of determination by

the Building Official. Such appeal shall be accompanied by a written Hazard Abatement Plan signed by a
State of California licensed engineer or architect or by a written report by a State of California licensed

engineer or architect stating why the engineer or architect feels the building or structure is not an imminent

hazard or dangerous at this time. Such report shall include a recommendation by the engineer or architect as

to what should and/or should not be done at this time. If the Building Official accepts the proposed Hazard

Abatement Plan in lieu of the Notice of Determination, theHazard Abatement Plan must be implemented

within 24 hours of acceptance by the Building Official. If the Building Official accepts an engineer's report

and agrees there is no imminent hazard, the Building Official shall rescind in writing his former Notice of
Determination.

Should the Building Official disagree with the Hazard Abatement Plan or should the Building Official
disagree with the engineer's or architect's report, a hearing shall be conducted by the General Board of
Appeals as soon as a quorum can be assembled.
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402.4 General Board of Appeals hearing. At the hearing, the appellant shall have the right to call witnesses,

submit evidence and to cross-examine the witnesses, submit evidence and to cross-examine the witnesses of
the County. All witnesses shall be swom.

A record of the entire proceedings shall be made by tape recording. Any relevant evidence may be submitted

regardless of the existence of any common law or statutory rule which might make improper the admission

of such evidence over objection in civil actions in the courts of this State.

At the close of this hearing, the General Board of Appeals shall act to either uphold, ovemrle or modif the

determination and order of the Building Official. The determination and order of the Building Official shall

be upheld, unless the Board of Appeals finds, based upon the evidence in the record, that the Building Official
erred in determining thatthe structure is an imminenthazard and dangerous. The decision of the Board of
Appeals, with the reasons therefore, may be given orally on the record. If given orally, the decision shall be

memorialized in writing and served upon the applicant within twenty-four (24) hours of the time the oral

decision is rendered.

If the General Board of Appeals upholds the decision of the Building Official, the property owners of record

shall be ordered to abate the public nuisance within the time set forth in the order. If the structure is

determined not to be an imminent h azard and dangerous, the Building Official's determination and order shall

be vacated. The decision ofthe General Board ofAppeals shall be final on the date it is rendered.

402.5 Hazard abatement ptan. If a Hazard Abatement Plan is approved by the Building Official, the owner or

other interested party ofrecord shall execute such plan within twenty-four (24) hours ofobtaining approval

of the plan from the Building Official, or his designee. Within twenty-four (24) hours of completion of the

abatement work the owner or other interested party of record shall provide the Building Official with a written

certification that the public nuisance, as desuibed in the Building Official's Notice of Determination, has

been abated.

If the work performed pursuant to the Hazard Abatement Plan amounts to temporary abatement, the owner

or other party of record, prior to proceeding with permanent repairso shall obtain required permits and file a
damage assessment report with the Building Official. The damage assessment report shall be reviewed and

approved by the Building Official prior to proceeding with permanent repairs.

402.6 Faiture to perform. In those instanceso where the property owner or other interested party of record either

does not respond to the Building Official's Notice of Determination or approved Hazard Abatement Plan,

responds untimely, or responds timely but fails to abate the public nuisance within the required time period,

the imminent hazard and dangerous structure shall be subject to immediate abatement by the Building
Official.

402.7 Public nuisance. All structures or portions thereof which, after inspection by the Building Official, are

determined to be an imminent hazard and dangerous, either to the public, occupants of the subject structure,

or to any adjacent structures, are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by the owner in

accordance with the procedures specified in sections 45.2.4.4 and 45.2.4.5.

402.8 Suspension of abatement work. Notwithstanding any provisions herein to the contrary, the Building
Official is authorized to suspend abatement work by the County, or the County's contractors, and to allow
the property owner or other party of legal interest to complete the abatement work.

402.9 Change of status. When the conditions making a structure an imminent hazard and dangerous have been

abated, the structure shall no longer be considered an imminent hazard and dangerous. However, if the

abatement work is temporary in natureo as determined by the Building Official, the structure shall remain

subject to the provisions ofthis Chapter.

402.10 Demolition permit. If the owner of any building or structure has decided to demolish rather than repair,

the owner, or the owner's representative, shall obtain a demolition permit.
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SECTION 403
HAZARD ABATEMENT OF

HISTORIC BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES

403.1 Notification of imminent hazard. Within 10 days after the event, the Building Official shall notifr the
State Historic Preservation Officer that one of the following actions will be taken regarding any historic
building or structure determined by the Building Official to represent an imminent hazard to the health or
safety of the public, or to pose an imminent threat to the public right of way:

403.1.1 Bracing or shoring. Whenever possible, as determined by the Building Official, the building or
structure may be braced or shored in such a manner as to mitigate the hazard to public health or
safety or thehazafi, to the public right of way.

403.1.2 Condemnation. Whenever bracing or shoring is determined to be an unreasonable alternative,
the Building Official may cause the building or structure to be condemned and immediately
demolished. Such condemnation and demolition may be performed in the interest of public health
or safety without a condemnation hearing as required by the International Property Maintenance
Code as adopted by reference in Article I, and as amended by Article 1l of this Code.

403.2 Condemnation proceedings. If, ten (10) days after the event and less than 30 days after the event, an

historic building or structure is determined by the Building Official to represent ahazard to the health or
safety of the public or to pose a threat to the public right of way, the Building Official may initiate
condemnation proceedings in accordance with the International Property Maintenance Code as adopted by
reference in Article l, and as amended by Article 11 of this Code. The Building Official may also notify the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
as amendedo of its intent to hold a condemnation hearing.

403.3 Request to demolish. If the Building Official and the owner of any historic building or structure agree that
such a building or structure should be demolished, the Building Official shall submit a request to demolish
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency, in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1986, as amended. Said request shall include all substantiating data.
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CHAPTER 5
DISASTER REPAIR AND RECONSTRUCTION

SECTION 501
INTENT AND APPLICATION

501.1 Intent. This Chapter establishes standards and regulations for the expeditious repair and reconstruction of
structures damaged as a result of a disaster for which a local emergency has been declared by the Board of
Supervisors.

501.2 Application of provisions.

501.2.1 Declaration of emergency. The provisions of this chapter are applicable to all buildings and

structures regulated by the County of Ventura following each disaster after a local emergency has

been declared by the Board of Supervisors.

501.2.2 Waiver for engineering evaluation. The requirements of this chapter may be waived by the

Building official subject to an Engineering Evaluation as defined in this Article.

SECTION 502
REPAIRCRITERIA

502.1 General. Buildings and structures of all occupancies which have been damaged as the result of a disaster,

except as otherwise noted, shall be repaired in accordance with the following criteria:

502.2 Repair Criteria for buildings

502.2.1Up to ten percent repair value. When the estimated value of repair does not exceed ten percent

(10%) of the replacement value of the structure, the damaged portion may be restored to the pre-

disaster condition; except that when the damaged elements include suspended ceiling systems, the

ceiling system shall be repaired with all bracing required by current code'

502.2.2 Up to fifty percent repair value. When the estimated value of repair is greater than ten percent

(10%) but less than fifty percent (50%) of the replacement value of the structure, the damaged

elements shall be repaired and/or brought into conformance with the structural requirements of the

current code.

502.2.3 More than fifty percent repair value. When the estimated value of repair is fifty percent (50%)

or more of the replacement value of the structure, the entire structure shall be brought into

conformance with the fire and life safety and structural requirements of the current code. Buildings

and structures located in a Flood Hazard Area which are found to be Substantially Damaged shall

comply with the provisions for Flood-Resistant Construction of Sections 1612, or R322, as

appropriate.

502.2.4 Chimney value exclusion. In group R, Division 3 occupancies, the repair value of damaged

chimneys may be excluded from the computation of percentage of replacement value. Damaged

chimneys shall be repaired in accordance with Section 45.3.5.

502.3 Repair criteria for fireplaces and chimneys.
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502.3.1 General. All damaged masonry chimneys must be repaired or reconstructed to comply with the

requirements of Chaptei 2l of the California Building Code. Damaged portions of chimneys shall

be removed in accordance with the following criteria.

S1Z.3.ZDamage above the roof line. When the damaged portion of the chimney is located between the

roof line und tir" top of the chimney, the damaged portion may be removed to the roof line provided

the roofand ceiling anchorage are in sound condition. The reconstruction portion ofthe chimney

shall be braced to the roofstructure using an approved method'

502.3.3 Single-story structure damage below the roof line. For a single-story structure in which the

damagei ponion of the chimney ii below the roof line or the damaged portion extends from above

the roof line to below the roof line, the chimney shall be removed to the top of the firebox.

S0Z.S.4 Multi-story structure damage below the roof line. For a multi-story structure, the damaged

portion of the chimney shall be rernoved from the top to a floor line where anchorage is found.

502.3.5 Firebox damage. In any structure where the firebox has been damaged, the entire chimney and

firebox shall be removed to the foundation. Ifthe foundation is in sound condition, the firebox and

chimney may be reconstructed using the existing foundation. If the foundation has been damaged,

the foundation shall be removed and replaced. Such reconstruction and replacement of masonry

shall be in accordance with Chapter 21 of this Code.

502.3.6 Engineered alternate solutions. Where existing conditions preclude the installation of all

anchorale required by Chapter 2l of the California Building Code, alternate systems may be used

in accordance with the alteinate methods and materials provisions of the Califomia Building Code

when approved by the Building Official.

502.3.7 Bracing. Where the portion of the chimney extending above the roof line exceeds two times the

least dimeniion of the 
"hi-n"y, 

that portion above the roof line shall be braced to the roof structure

using an approved method.

SECTION 503

REPAIR CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES

503.1 Engineering evaluation required. Buildings or structures which are included on a national, state, or local

regist*er for historic places or which are qualifying structures within a recognized historic district, which have

beien damaged as a result of a disaster, shall have an Engineering Evaluation performed.

503.2 Minimum repair criteria. The minimum criteria for repair shall be as included in Section 45.3.4 Repair

Criteria with due consideration given to the historical character and nature of the structures. Additional

standards and criteria, as noted irittre Catifornia Historical Building Code (Part 8, Title 24, California Code

of Regulations) shall aPPlY.

SECTION 504

REPAIR CRITERIA FOR UNREINFORCED MASONRY
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

504.1 General. All damaged buildings determined to be bearing wall buildings constructed of unreinforced

masonry shall be repaired and strengthened to fully comply with the requirements of the California Existing

Building Code as adopted by the County of Ventura.
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ARTICLE 15

LIMITED DENSITY OWNER-BUILT
RURAL DWELLINGS

SECTION 101

CONSTRUCTION, USE AND OCCUPANCY OF
LIMITED-DENSITY OWNER-BUILT RURAL DWELLINGS

(Adopted from the Catifornia Code of Regulations, Titte 25, Division I, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1, Article 8)

101.1 purpose. The purpose of this Article is to provide minimum requirements for the protection of life, limb'

healti, property', s;fery, andwelfare of the general public and the ownets and occupants of limited density

ow ne r-b u i I t rur al dtv e I I i ngs an d appurt e nant struc tur e s.

101.2 Intent and application. The provisions of this Arlicle shall apply to the construction, enlargemenl,

conversion, alteration, repair, ise, maintenance, and occupancy of limited density owner-built rural

dwellings and appurtenani structures. It is the intenl ofthis Article lhat the requirements contained herein

shatt apply to iiasonatly or permanently occupied da,ellings, hunting shelters, guest cottages' vacation

homes, recreational shelters and detached bedrooms located in rural areas.

101.3 Delinitions. For the purposes of this Article the following definitions shall apply:

GRAVWATER shall include all domestic wastewater obtained from the drainage of showers,

bathtubs, kitchen and bathroom sinlq, and laundry facilities, exclusive of water utilized for the

transport and disposal ofbody eliminations

LIMITED DENSITY RARAL DWELLING is any structure consisting of one or more habitable

rooms intended or designed to be occupied by one family with facilities for living and sleeping,

where the structure does not exceed 12 feet in height and the floor area does not exceed one-

thousand (t,000) square feet with use restricted to rural areas as defined in this Article thal fuffill
the requirements of this Article.

OWNER BUILT shall mean constructed by any person orfamilywho acts as the general contractor

for, or the provider of part or all of the labor necessary to build housing to be occupied as the
"principal 

risidence of ihat person or family, and not intended for sale, lease, tent or employee

occupancy.

RURAL. In defining "rural," the County of Ventura has considered the local geographical and

topographical'conditions, as well as conditions of general developmenl as evidenced by population

densities and the availability ofutilities or services. Suitable geographical areas generally include

those areas wherein the predominant land usage is forestry, agriculture, grazing, recreation, or

conservation. Therefore, for the purposes of permitting a Limited Density Owner-Built Rural

Dwelting, Rural shall mean a parcel of land meeting all of the following:

L It is not included within the Sphere of Influence of any incorporated city.

2. It is not provided, nor expected to be provided, with services such as an offsite
domestic water source and off-site sewage treatmenL

3. Electrical power is not availablefrom any commercial source'

4. It is equal to or greater than 100 acres in area,
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SOaND STRUCTURAL CONDITION. For the purposes of this Article, a structure shall be

considered to be in "sound structural condition" when it is constructed and maintained in

substantial conformance with accepted construction principles, technical codes, or performance

criteria which provide minimum standards for the stressing of structural members; footing sizes

when related to major load-bearing points; proper support of load-bearing members; nailing

schedules where essential to general structural integrity; and provisions for adequate egress,

venfilation, sanitalion, andfire safety. Conditions which would not render a structure unsound are

the minor deflections or elasticity of structural members, size or arrangement of rooms, heating,

plumbing, and electrification requirements, alternative materials, appliances or facilities, or

methods of construction, or building designs that perform to protect health and safety for the

application and purpose intended, and any other provisions of this Article regulating the

conslruction, use and occupancy of dwellings and appurtenant structures.

101.4 Regulation ofase. For the purposes ofthis Article the sale, lease, renting or employee occupancy ofowner-

builisrructures within three (3) years of the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy shall be presumptive

evidence that the structure v)as erectedfor the purpose ofsale, lease or renting. The restrictions ofthis Article

on the sale, lease, renting, or employee occupancy of these darcllings may be reasonably amended to be more

restrictive if the Building Official determines that such an amendment is necessary to ensure compliance with

the intent of this Article.

101.5 Abatement of substandard baildings All structures or portions thereof which are determined by the

Building Ofiicial to constitute a substandard buitding shall be declared to be a public nuisance and shall be

abatedby repair, rehabilitation, or removal in accordance with Health and Safety Code Sections 17980

through 179i5. In cases ofextreme hardship to owner-occupants ofthe dwellings, the appropriate local body

should providefor defetal of the effective date of orfurs of abatement.

101.6 Petitions for interpretations. Any person wishing to appeal a decision of the Building Official related to

any provision of this Article may do so byfiling such appeal in writing in accordance with the provisions of
Section I I3 of this Code.

101.7 Recording. The Building Official shalt record a "Certfficate of Occupancy"for limited densily owner-buib

rural dwellings upon approval offinal inspection.

101.8 Violations. The critical concern in the promulgation of this Article is to providefor health and safety while

maintaining respectfor the la,v and voluntary compliance with the provisions of this Article, and therefore,

in the event that an order to correct a substandard condition is ignored, it is the intent ofthis section that

civil abatement procedures should be the first remedy pursued by the Building Official.

101.9 Permits. Permits shall be requiredfor tlre construction of rural dwellings and appurtenant structures' The

application, plans, and other data filed by an applicant for such permit shall be reviewed by the Building

Ojficial to virifu compliance with the provisions of this Article. I(hen the Building Official determines that

tie permit application and other data indicate that the structure(s) will comply with the provisions of this

Article, the Building Official shall issue a permit therefore to the applicanl.

Exemptions: Permits shall not be required for small or unimportant work, or alterations

or repairs that do not present a health or safety hazard, and which are in conformance

with local zoning requirements or property standards. The determination, if any, of what

work is properly classified as small or unimportant or without relation to health and safety

hazards is to be made by the Building Official in conjunction with appropriate local

agencies affected by such exemption.

101.10 Application. To obtain a permit to construct a Limited-Density Owner-Built Rural Dwelling, or an

appurtenant structure, the applicant shall first file an application therefore with the Building Official- Permit

applications shall contain the following information:

L Name and mailing address of the applicant
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2. Address and location ofthe proposedstructure(s)
3. A general description of the structure(s) which shall include mechanical installations with

all clearances and venting procedures detailed, electrical installations, foundation,
structural, and construction details

4. A plot plan indicating the localion of the dwelling in relation to property lines, other

structures, sanitation and bathingfaeilities, water resources, and water ways

5, Approval for the installation of a private sewage disposal system or alternate waste

disposal means from the Environmental Health Division
6. A stipulation by the applicant that the building or structure is to be owner-built
7. A stipulation by the applicant that the dwelling is to be owner-occupied for the minimum

period specified in Section I0l .4 of this Article
8. The signature ofthe owner or authorized agent
9. The use or occupancyfor which the work is intended, and
10. Any other dala or information required by statule or regulation

101.11 Plans. Plans shall consist of a general description of the struclure(s), including all necessary

information to focilitate a reasonable judgment of conformance by the Building Oficial. This may include a

simplified diagram of the Jloor plan and site elevation in order to determine the appropriate dimensions of
strictural members. Architectural drawings and struclural analyses shall not be required except for
structures of complex design or unusual conditions for which the Building Official cannot make a reasonable

judgment of conformance to this Article based upon the general description and simplified plan(s).

101.12 Waiver ofplans. The Building Official may waive the submission of any plans if it is determined that

the nature of the work appliedfor is such that the reviewing of plans is not necessary to obtain compliance

with this Article.

101.13 Modifications Modifications to the design, materials, and methods of construction are permitted,

provided that the structural integrity of the building or structure is maintained, the building continues to
-conform 

to the provisions of this Article and the Building Official is notified in writing of the intended

modification.

101,14 Permit validity. Permits shall be validfor the terms stated in Section 105.5 of this Code.

101.15 Inspections. All construction or workforwhich a permit is required shall be subiect to inspection by

the Building Official.

101.16 Special inspections. Additional inspections may be conductedwhen required by the Building Official

and necissary to assure compliance with this Arlicle and to avoid creating q substandard condition as

defined in Health and Safety Code Section 17920.3

101.17 Inspection waivers. Inspections may be waived by the Building Oficial for construction subject to

this Articli when such construction does not contain plumbing, electrical or mechanical installations and the

Building Official finds that a substandard condition will not be created by waiving any inspection

requirement.

101.18 Inspection requests and notice. It shalt be the duty of the applicant to notify the Building Official

that the construction is ready for inspection and to provide access to the premises. Inspections shall be

requested by the applicant at least (48) hours in advance ofthe intended inspection. It shall be the duty of
thi nuiHing Officiat to notifu or inform the applicant of the day during which the inspection is to be

conducted.

101.19 Ccrtificate of Occupancy. Afier the structure(s) is completedfot occupancy and any inspections

which have been required by the Buitding Oficial have been conducted, and work approved, the Building

Official shall issue a Certificate of Occupancy for such dwelling(s) and appurtenant structure(s) which

comply with the provisions of this Article.
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101.20 Temporary occupancy The use and occupancy of a portion or portions of a dwelling or appurlenant

structure prio, toihe ,ompt"iion ofthe entire structure shall be allowed, provided that approved sanitary

jacilities 'are 
available at the sire oid thot the work completed does not create any condition to an extenl that

"endangers 
life, heatfh or safety ofthe pubtic or occupants. The occupants ofany suchuncompleted slruclure

shall issuml sole responsibilityfor the occupancy ofthe structure or portion thereof'

101.21 Fees. Fees shall be required and collected by the Building Officiat in accordance with the approved

Fee Schedule as adopted by the Ventura County Board of Supervisors in order to ffiet the cost of

administering the provisions of this Article.

101.22 General requirements. Each structure shall be constructed in accordance with applicable

requirements contained in the California Building Standards Code as adopted and amended by Ventura

Ciunty and shall be maintained ii a sound condition to be structurally safe, sanitary, and to adequately

sheher the occupants from the elements.

101.23 Intent ofgeneral requirements. It shall be the purpose and intent of this Article to permit the use of

ingenuity and pieferences 
-of 

the builder, and to allow and facilitate the use of alternatives to the

sp"e"iTcirion, p)esLribed by ihe technical codes to the extent that a reasonable degree ofhealth and safety is

proufara by ,ich atternatiies, and that the materials, methods ofconstruction, and struclural integrity ofthe
'structure 

s-hall perform in applicationfor the purpose intended. To providefor the application ofthis Article,

it shall be n 
"urriryfo, 

the- Euitding ilS"iol to exercise reasonableiudgment in determiningthe compliance

of appropriate structures with the general and specific requirements of this Article.

101.24 Technical codes to be a basis of approval. Except as otherwise required by this Article, darcllings

and appurtenant structures constructed pursuant to this part need not conform with the conslruclion

,uquiii*rnt, prescribed by the larest applicable editions ofthe California Building Standards Code, or other

applicable telhnicat codis; however, it is not the intent of this section to disregard nationally accepted

iinnirot and scientific principles relating to design, materials, methods of construction, and structural

requirements for the erection and construction of dwelling and appurtenant structures.

101.25 Mechanical requirements. Fireplaces, heating and cooking appliances, and gas piping installed in

buildings constructed pirsuant to this Aiticle, shall be installed andvented in accordance with the applicable

require"ments containid in rhe California Mechanical Code, as amended by Ventura County in Article 5-

101.26 Electricat requirements. No dwelling or appurtenant structure constructed pursuant to this Article

shall be required t6 be connected to a source of electrical power, or wired, or otherwise fitted for
electrification, except as setforth in Section 101.27'

101.27 Installation reguirements. Iryhere electrical wiring or appliances are installed, the installalion shall

be in accordance with the applicable requirements contained in the California Electrical Code, as amended

by Ventura CountY in Article 4.

Exception: In structures where electrical usage is confined to one or more rooms of a

struciure, the remainder of the structure shall not be required to be wired or otherwise

Jittedfor electrification unless the Building Official determines the electrical demands are
-urp"itrd 

to exieed the confinement and capacily ofthat room(s). In these instances, the

niilatug Oficiat may reqiire further electrification of the structure. It is the intent of this

subsection to apply io tiilaings in which there exists a worlcshop, kitchen, or othet single

room which miy- require electrification, and where there is no expectation of further
electrical demand. Tirc Building Officiat shall, at the time of a permit application or other

appropriate point, adyise the applicant ofthe potential hazards ofviolating this section.

101.2g plumbing requirements. Plumbing equipment and installation shall be in accordance with the

applicable requiiemeits contained in the California Plumbing Code, as amended by Ventura County in

- 189 -



Article 6, where applicable to the construction of limited density owner-built rurql dwellings. Sanitation

facilities for rural iwellings shall be installed in accordance with Section 303 of Article 6.

ADOPTED this 1't day of November,2022 by the following vote

AYES Supervi Parks. Lonq. Huber. Lopez and LaVere
tSu Huber re reco "no"

to the e all rovtslon Build

Code endments and suooortive of al I other orovisio of the

amendm ents and staff's recomm dation

NOES None

ABSENT None

v-
Chair, Board upervrsors
County of Ventura

ATTEST: DR. SEVET JOHNSON
Clerk of the Board of SuPervisors
County of Ventura, 

nstate 
of California

By: AI-
puty Clerk of the rd
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