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"The foreman's kids and the kids
in the rest of the neighborhood
went to the Briggs School,', said
Judy Triem, a local historian who
advises the cultural heritage board.

Triem said she knovls of no

the Westminster school district.
Until then, it thrived in many com-
munities.

"It was accepted as a way to deal
withwhat was claimed to be a bilin-
gual problem -when, in my opin-
ion, it was .racism, " Simi Valley his-
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State The 1913 Olivelands School in Santa paula
MELMELCON / tosAngelesTimes

was among the county's first segregated schools
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earlier segregated school in Ven=

torian Patricia Havens said.
In Simi Valley, Havens sai d,

Spanish-surnamed children-re-
gardless of their proficiency withSaid camp for Japanese Americans in "It will be too bad if it ends up English-were once educated ingradu: ' Central California, having to come down,,'she said. bungalows on the grounds of aLegal segregation in California

dwindled with the onset of World
War II and ended with a 1946 fed-

school that excluded them from
mainstream classes.

"Even now, there's a smoideringeral court ruling in a suit against resentment about it," Havens said.

tura County. Olivelands was cer-
tainly the first set up by a company
for the childien of its Mexican la-
borers, she said,
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The vastness of 0livelands Ranch was on display in the Santa Paula Chronicle Souvenir Edition of July 1899. pnoro counirsy 0F JoHNNrcHoLSGALLrRy.cotv

The mighty ranch that was
fTthe storv of Olivelands Ranch is

Lmor, forgor..r,.
Modern-day residents may be aware

of the elementary school that bears its

name, but in the late 1880s this spread

was a showplace of the Santa Clara
RiverValley.

It would prove to be a vast under-
satement when Olivelands'sale in 1907

to Limoneira was touted as Ventura
County's real estate deal of the year.The
lives of its owners, Elam and Clarise
Harrold, were marked by achievement
and tragedy worthy of aTV miniseries.

An Indiana native, Elam arrived in
California in 1886 after he and his
brother reportedly made themselves

millionaires catde ranctring in Texas.

In his late 40s at the time, Elam fell in
love with young Clarise Risley of San

Francisco. Her wealthy stepfathea J.B.
Harris, supervised railroad projects in the

United Sates, Cuba and CentralAmerica.
In March 1886 Elam bought more

than a thousand acres in the area of
Wheeler Canyon betr,veen Santa Paula

andVentura. Seven months later, he and
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Clarise married and moved to the
spread they named Olivelands.

Experimentation bears fruit
The Harrolds joined the valley's

farmers who were experimenting with
a variety of crops. Early efforts with
olives, walnuts and citrus looked prom-
ising. In the 1870s Rancho Camulos
began commercial production of olives.

Nathan Blanchard and Elisha Bradley
akeady had planted 100 acres oforanges
that became a basis for the Limoneira
citrus empire.

The ranch's acreage doubled when
Flarris, Elam's father-in-law, bought
1.,438 acres that adjoined Olivelands
and later sold it to the couple for the
same price he paid.

By 1892 Olivelands' orchards boast-

ed over 9,000 soft-shell walnut trees and

10,000 olive trees.'Workers planted 500

acres in lima beans and grain, and cattle

grazed on the hills.

The Harrolds built an elegant residence

on top of a hill with a fine view acros the

r,alley to house themselves and their three

children.The home was desigeed, accord-

ing to the Sana Paula Chronicle, in the

southern sryle with a ga17ery extending
around three sides with long French win-
dows opening on it.Today only a pair of
en0ance pillan remairs.

Darkness falls over Olivelands
Despite the success of Olivelands,

Elam became delusional and distraught.

According to Harris, he grew obsessed

with the idea he owed several hundred
thousand dollars and was going to lose

all his property. Harris looked into the
finances and determined that, on the
contrary, Elam owed only $10,000,
which he could easily pay.

-Worried, the family called in Drs.
Cephas Bard andA.L. Kelsey to recom-
mend treatment. On Aprrl 12, 1897,
Elam tried to hang himself in the barn.
The suicide attempt was foiled by his

t0-year-old son. Five days later he
unloaded both barrels ofa shotgun into
his stomach in the bedroom of the
house while his family ate breakfast,
according to an account in the Los
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Angeles Herald. Before dying, he apol-
ogized and questioned why he had
done such a thing.

Aiter Elamt suicide, Clarise stayed

at Olivelands and involved herself in
ranch operations. In 1898 she and four
other shareholders bought the Key-
stone Co., owner of an irrigation ditch
built in 1869. f,he channel directed
flow from the Santa Clara River to
miles of properties, supplying water for
homes, livestock and irrigation.

When the Farmers Ditch Irrigating
Co.incorporated, Clarise owned 345 of
the 350 shares. In 1.904 she sold the
company to rancher Leopoldo Shiappa

Pietra, the terms of the sale later
becoming the subject of a case decided
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Clarise turned her energies to a

project on the other side ofthe country.
Around the turn of the 20th century
she purchased and restored'Westover, a

plantation on the James River in Vir-
ginia. Westover is now considered a

premier example of Georgian architec-
ture in America. The property includes
a five-hole latrine known as "the Cadil-
lac of outhouses."

A bicoastal life
She also found a suitor in newsman

William M. Ramsey, who came west

from Pennsylvarna in tB97 and bought
the Santa Paula Chronicle. They were
married early in 1900, shortly after she

purchased'Westover. The couple divid-
ed their time between the California
ranch and the Virginia mansion. Their
match failed, though, and Clarise
divorced Ramsey in 1913.

By 1,907 Limoneira's owners want-
ed to expand and had been eyeing
Olivelands, which adjoined their land.

In May of that year, Clarise signed over
the ranch for $400,000, including the
house, a large pumping plant and2,300
acres oforchards and fields.

With the purchase of Olivelands,
Limoneira began the expansion that
later made it a world leader in lemon
production.

- Cherie Brant is a Wntura-based

freelance uniter and historian.John Nichols,

a Santa Paula photographer, curator and

author of a book on the St. Francis Dam
disaster, contributed to this article.
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