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Presentation Overview
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➢ California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

➢ County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines

• Implementation of General Plan Programs

➢ County CEQA Implementation Manual

➢ Next Steps

➢ Q&A Session



California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

3

➢ Enacted in 1970

➢ Requires public agencies to evaluate impacts of a project on the 

environment

➢ Requires that projects reduce adverse effects on the environment

➢ Informs the public and decision makers on the effects of the projects

➢ Encourages public agencies to develop thresholds of significance to use in 

determining the significance of environmental effects (CEQA Guidelines §15064.7) 



Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines (ISAGs)
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➢ Used to evaluate private development and County 

projects that are subject to CEQA

➢ Projects are evaluated for potentially significant 

impacts on the environment

➢ “Threshold criteria” and a “methodology” section 

help determine a project’s level of impact

➢ Provide a consistent and objective tool to identify 

potential impacts



Key Updates to Initial Study Assessment Guidelines
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➢ Align more closely with Appendix G in the State 

CEQA Guidelines 

➢ Consolidated/reorganized issue areas (60 to 25)

➢ Consolidated/updated thresholds of significance 
and related impact analysis guidelines

➢ Updated references to more recently adopted 
federal, state, and local policies

➢ Incorporated 2040 General Plan policy and 
program requirements



Incorporation of General Plan Policies & Programs
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AG-1.8 AG-O COS-4.7 COS-FF COS-GG

COS-HH COS-II COS-JJ COS-KK CTM-B

HAZ-9.2 HAZ-CC HAZ-Y HAZ-Z

General Plan policies and programs incorporated into the ISAGs:



Example of a Consolidated Issue Area
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Fault Rupture

Ground Shaking

Liquefaction

Seiche and Tsunami

Landslide/Mudflow

Expansive Soils

Subsidence

Existing ISAGs Updated ISAGs

Geological Hazards

Reduced redundancy in similar 

thresholds & analysis guidelines

Updated thresholds to align 

with Appendix G in CEQA

Moved General Plan consistency 

analysis to Land Use section

Moved definitions of terms to a 

new Glossary



Example of a Consolidated Issue Area
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Existing ISAGs Updated ISAGs

New look 

and feel

New global 

glossary

Resources & 

References

Updated 

headers



Consolidated Issue Areas
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Agriculture & 

Forestry
Air Quality Greenhouse Gases Energy Biological Resources

Hydrology
Beaches and Coastal 

Sand Dunes
Water Resources

Paleontological 

Resources
Mineral Resources

Aesthetics Historical Resources
Archaeological 

Resources

Tribal Cultural 

Resources
Land Use and Planning

Population and 

Housing
Recreation Aviation Hazards Noise and Vibration Geological Hazards

Wildfire Hazards
Hazardous Materials 

and Waste
Public Services

Utilities and Service 

Systems
Transportation

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11

16

15141312

21

20191817

2322 24 25



Ventura County CEQA Implementation Manual
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➢ Currently called the “Administrative 

Supplement to the State CEQA Guidelines”

➢ Last amended in 2010

➢ Identifies specific procedures for County 

Agencies to implement and comply with 

CEQA requirements

➢ Includes roles and responsibilities of certain 

County agencies



Key Updates to CEQA Implementation Manual
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➢ Eliminated references to the Environmental 

Quality Assessment Committee (EQAC)

• CEO, RMA Director, PWA Director, and 

County Counsel

➢ Clarified use of tiering and exemptions allowed 

under CEQA

➢ Updated process to amend the document

➢ Added a Reference Library of County and State 

resources for CEQA



Next Steps
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Public Hearings
Later this year

Planning Commission

Board of Supervisors

Open House
MAY 7

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Museum of Ventura County

30-Day Review
APRIL 24 through MAY 24

View documents online or at 

the Government Center



Updated Documents
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Summary Sheets
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Jessica Nguyen

Senior Planner

 ISAGS@ventura.org

 (805) 654-5037

 rma.venturacounty.gov/isags

Questions?
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