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lhTHODUCTION 

The word .. adobe" means a brick . nwde of .tur.-dried mud r1ixec ~-.·i th 

straw. ~ost ad~be brick~ ore 18 inc~es lbng, 12 inctee wide and up 

to 6 inch€s thick. Adobe has been used.as a b~ildi~g metnrial for 

many centt:ries. The Spr.>ni.':\h _a!id l r.• ter the Americ~ns w:-:o cc.me to the 

Southwest discovered adobe had ~any advant2gen ove r other building 
materials- -the r.ios t i:!':port.ant b~ir.g· t:-8 t it w,: s readily avrJ ilable. 

There W€ rE no sawmills to cut ~~d shape wnod, no brickworks to fire 

bricks, b\; t the er .. rth co·.ild er; sily be .,ixed, u1:ing foot i:ower, er;d 

poured into the w~t wooden trick-molde. Dried in tte ~un, the 2dobe 

was laid ~sing adobe mud as mortar. The t hick walls ke~t the intPr

iors cool in the summer ~~d ~ade the 2dobe& easy to ~e2 t in tbe ~in

ter. 

The early 2.doles ;,;ere roofed \d t!'-: tule reeds S:!'!E 2r~d with w2tcr

proof a~~halt. Later adotet ~ere roofed with wooden shekes, rltho~gh 

so~e were roofed wit~ Spenish tiles rurches~d--or stol£n--from tte 

padrE'-s at thr nissi-one: . T:·e outfiC.!c f CJf tr£ e.aobet were, for the 

m0st part, ~laEtered rnd whitewa~~ed as protection froo the elere~t~ . 

Left untended an adobe ~eltG, returning to the ~arth ·from ~hich it 

Tv:eJve ~dobes 8.re ~-till .sk:-idin:;~ in Venbirr: County tod8y . One 
of the:-n is '.:':e l tine r G:r•idly and Fi11 1:~t be st,~ ·d:i:, f:. ir, cc:::iir.~ ye,:r~. 

Once over t~o tundred a(otee Etood in v~~tura Co~nty. ~any were 



destroyed ty developers, others just ab~ndoned e~d left to return to 

the soil. The settlers whn ca~e in the last decades of t~e Ninet~enth 

Century leaked upon tt~ adobes as "old-fashioned" and "dir~y," somehow 

"un-American." The n~wer settlers wanted "~odern" wooden ho~eE, ly 

this time saw□ills had been built so t~e lu~bet co~ld be purchGsed for 

tte roomy cl~pboard hoi•ees so ~d~ired at that period. The last eaobe 

in Venture County to be de~olisted was tte old V~dez Adobe on ~ain 

Street, Ventura, torn down ae recently as 1957 to ~ake room for a used 

car lot! Let us tope that no ~orF of the6F linkF with c~r pest ~ill 

be destroyEd ty Jnttinkinf developers. 



Lict of Adobes 

1) AHNAZ ADOBE (1863) 

2) CAMUlOS ADOtE (1864) 

3) DE LA GQERRA ADODE (1800) 

4) EDWARDS ADOBE (1860) 

5) LECHLSR ADOBES (1876-1881) 

9504 N. Ventura Ave., Ventura, CA 
built by Don Jose de Arnaz--Ventu
rn's first doctor. Built on Ran
eta Santa Ana, this fine two-stor
ied adobe is owned by Art Langford. 
Privete Residence. 

Piru, CA Still a working ranch. 
This fine home w~s the setting of 
Helen Hunt Jackson's novel of early 
Californio life, 11Ramona. 11 Owned 
by Edwin Bereer, this is e private 
residence. 

17333 Tierra Rejada Rd., Simi, CA 
Forms part of t::e Strathearn home 
--now a ~useum. Built for the Pico 
brothers in 1800 when they were 
granted the Simi Grant. Burned by 
Indians in 1822. Later bought by 
Jose de la Guerra. Open to the 
~ublic on Sundays, it is a museum 
showing much of the Parly life 1n 
Simi Valley. 

This "Yankee Adobe" was built by 
U.W. Hobson for Thomas More, who 
had purchasAd the Santa Paula Land 
Grant. This fine two-storied aJobe 
was later told to J. Briggn, who 
planted a citrua orchard, -~e8innin~ 
citrus industry in Ventura,County. 
The ranch is so~etirnes called the 
Orchard Place. The Erig~s place 
was sold to the Edwards family. 
Sam Edw2 rd:,. still owns the old place. 
He grew up in the adobe. Now clap
boards protect the adobe walls. 

Built on Lechler ~~nch in Oak Can
yon by Piru. These two small . ado
adobes were built hy George ~ash
ington Lechler. The first small 
two-storied ho~e was built by In
dian labor. Five years later a 
second }:ome wrif: built using a ni•':

~cd earth method of ~rking adobe. 
It is still the residence of Harry 
Lechler's siiter. Still owned by 
t:te Lechler fa'ilily of l1 iru. (See 
Lechler's Museum in Pifu for fur-



6) LOPEZ ADOBE (1818) 

7) OLIVAS ADOBE (1851) 

8) ORTEGA ADOBE (1857) . 

9) REYES ADOBE (1854) 

10) RODRIGUEZ ADOBE (1840?) 

ther details.) A private residence 
on privato lar.ds. '.lot open to the 
pub.lie. 

Built by the padres in Ojai Valley 
as a fort to keep India~a fro~ raid
ing mission lands. Owned by the 
Lopez family, this adobe sta~ds two 
and one-half miles north-west of 
Ojai on l!ighway 33. A private resi
dence, not open to the public. Now 
owned by Owen Miller of Los Angeles. 

Thie fine two-storied adobe was built 
by Raimundo Olivas on his vast Rancho 
San Miguel. Now restored, the old 
home is open to the public daily and 
is a fine example of a large rancho 
hacienda. Once the scene of lavish 
fiestas, now the old adobe is peaceful 
and beautiful. It is located in 
Ventura on Olivas Park Road. 

On Main Street, the s~all tile-roof
ed home of Emigdio Ortega stands. 
Now restored by the Ventura ffistor
icel Society, it is open tJ the 
public daily. It is one of the • 
last examples of ,a middle class 
adobe of the mid-nineteenth century. 
The tiles were once used on the 
Old Mission SanBue~nventura. 

Euilt by Rafael Reyes in the Cuyama, 
this fine home may soon be made 
into a museum. Located on LockwJod 
RQad where it crosses Reyes Creek. 
Used as a bull ranch to raise fight
bulls for the bull rings of Ventura, 
Santa Barbara and Loa Angeles. Pri
vate residence, not open to the pub
lic. 

On Shell Oil lease--what was once 
Taylor Ranch. This fin~ old home 
has been restored ~any times. It 
was once used as a gun club by the 
Shell Oil Company. It may have 
been used by Shell Oil for offices. 
Private--not open to the public. 



11) SAi·:CllEZ ADi)HE ( 1840) 

121 TAPO ADOBB (1860) 

The old ad obe built by Juan San
chez has been greatly re~odeled 
and bears little resembl ance to 
t he one-storied home of the 1840's. 
Now owned by Lloyd-}3ut:t er, the rlan;;.. 
oho Santa ~~ara Uel Norte is st111 
a working farm. ~he two-storied 
home is a private residence, not 
open to the public. lt is 1ocaten. 
on Loa Angeles Avenue in ~aticoy. 

Built by t ·he de la Guerras, the 
once grand adobe is now a melting 
ruin on Tapo Ca.nyon Road above Simi. 
Only about eight feet .otill stand 
to mark the site of a two~storied 
building . A park has been built 
at the ruin site and is open to 
the public. No plans are made to 
restore the hacienda. 
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AR NAZ ADOBE:" 



ARNA?. A;)OEE 
9504 N. Ventu~a Avenue 
Ventura, California 
Private residence-not opPn to the public 

. 
Halfway betwe~n Ventura and Ojai stEcds t~e historic ndot~ of Don 

Jose de Arna~. T~e two-stori~d ho~e was built in 1863 aLd we~ f ~r ~eny 

y~ar~ a popular ~toppina-off pl8ce for trnvPlerE tetwePn Ventur& a~d 

Oj ?. i. 1-'or tr.c.t ret!SOn the old adote '\o;'f:f; refE'rred to as the "r.?.lfway 

t-.ouse. '1 

Don JoEe de Arna~ ~n s a nati~e of 

c2>r:e to Califor.nia in 18~1. He w0r~:ed ar a nerd:2.nt !'or scvrral y~~rs 

and w2.s sold thf> }aF.~ion Sen Euenaver.tura in 1846. GovGr!.Or Pio fico 

had no rig~t to sell the ~isrion 1ut ttat did nQt stop hi~ f~o~ selling 

it and t~e SQrround~nr l~ndt to Dnn Jo~e for S12,0CO. ttec Jo~n Fr~

mont 2.nd hiG soldiert CDetured the villc'if;'f-' ·of San i::uE?r,av'7 :r,tl.i.ra ir. 18~6 

Don.Jose w~~ ceptu~e6 and to ld he would br s ~ot! He ~as not stot; the 

Americana vEr~ only ~fter informntion on t~e le~ict ~ fo:ce~ to th~ 

s outh. The next da,;, ori reqtieEt, Don Jose gave Fre~a~t ~eAt, cattle, 

hori:es ~nd. Sfidr.lr.R for ,:hid: ~~ \;2s never paid. The cr.urch l 2nd~ r:e 

. h~d purcl:at E'd fr :l"1 Pio Fi cc ,.-:er€ returr.ed to t re cr~~rcr ty :he A:!:eri

can goverr1:-1Pnt. 

Do!'l Jo~i_:, de Ar!l::.:: st.ill owned th e:- ~anc~o S8r,ta ,\'m.~ ! na. it •.-.•:_' f o~ 

t. 1· if;; n,ncho v'r: t ;'.C- built trf'. r:::1 o;,e Fc:t b ?~: rs ~is na~E-- bic cr.i:..drcr. 

t.y t->.·o t;' lVf'S rrew up at '!,~·e· }: r.: cir::.d.2.. Aft f-r the d'r:ritr 'Jf )•·i1= fi"St 

wife in 1867, Don J osE> .!!: ... rrif.'d t!:e <fa ugh ter of U·.e weal ti-,y Cr ::n.~illo 

fr,~ily. Tte ~ld ho~e was t~e ce~ter of ~ocial life in t~e late 



NineteP.nt~ Cent~ry~ As many as n hundred guertr were invited to tr.e 

tarbeques, where an entire Etee~ waE rorst~d OVFr an open fire, But 
fiestas were not the only e~cite~ent at the adobe, It is told that 

J 

the ranch was vi~:i tea t~, Jor..q_uin Muriett,a and .his bcmdl t g2r1g, A 

d~ughter of Don Josr eig~t~d t~e o~tlaws free ~er winrlow as they w@re 
~ovine Arn~z ·cottie off towar~ the Ojai, Quicrly Don JosP. gath~red 

his vaqueros and pur~ued the bRndits. The r~ide~s ~a~agEd to ~scape 
but the cattl~ we~~ recovered. 

The old ho:::e baE r.ad sevrral own€rt :c:ince Dor: JoF"c- sold t!'-e 

r~cch and retired to a house in Los Angeles. Presently the adobe 

is owned by Mr. Art Lan~ford. The Langfords have ke~t up the old ~o~e . ~- -
with it6 ttick wjlli 2nd it frese~ts a Etatcly $ight te~eat~ the ~es-
sive oak tree~ thr:t ~urround it. 

.. 

. . : 
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CAflULOS ADOE£ 
Ca"tulos Ranch 
! 'iru, California 
hot open to the public 

The venerable Ca.mules Adobe is constructed in a cla:::T,ic ''1" shape 

and still functions as the main house of t~e Carouloe Ranchi It was 

l.uilt by Don Antonio Ignacio del Valle in 1864. Dor. Antor:io ~ad. been 

granted Rancho s~r:. Frar..c_;_sco in 1819. It wa ::.-. a huge ~rF- n t of twer. ty

two s ,:;uare 1~2.gues, but r.e d.id n:"Jt w2nt Euch a var,t tract of land so 

he sold ~uch ~f tis 5rant to Jac ~b Feliz, kee ping 1500 acres thzt he 

na:ned "Camulos." 

The rBnch did not take ti~e awey fro~ Do~ Antonio's political 

interests. He we.s a -ne::iber of the Territorial Deruto .tion i.:hen Cali

fornia was ad~itted into tte Vnion in 1850. ·He also was elected to 

the State Legislature, hel ;·ing to bind up the pa inful wound~ of tr,e 

ifo,:j,can \~ar. 

The ado be ~e cuil t in 1B64 ,;as, li1':e most of tl:e large r~nch 

r0uses of t r,r:t ti:ie , co~etructed ;i.round a patiJ lc= id out in fl ower 

beds and walks ~it~ a l arge central fou~tain. Verandae faced t~e 

cou.rty2.rd c.:r.d on tte;: most of tte act.ivi tiez of tte day took place. 

The Spar:i:::r Cal if or nirins we:re an O'..i. tdcc-rs peG ple ; only r e tiring in t0 . 
tteir home~ wten for ced by t~e ele~e~ts. Host o~ t~e cooking was . 

d0ne out~ice--~ost of t~e re~ls ta~en bEneath shady 5rape arbors. 

Only wea thc~ forced the Californians indoors. Tre l~rg~ h2cienda 

even contc:ined a cl":ar::-.1ng faoily chGpel with bel1.c purcraEed fr::,, 
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the defu~ct wissions. 

The Ddobe is built halfway between ~ission San Fernando and San 

Euenaventura. Few trnvelefs failed to stop at Carnulos on their jour

ney north or south. Don Anto~ia prided hi~self on his r.o8pitnlity 

and preserved the traditions of the rancho deys far into the Nine

teenth Certury. Vioitors would many ti~es be given fresh horsee as 

well as g0od food and a~ple acco~Jdatio~s--all at no ch8rge. Helen 

Hunt Jackfon, the novelist, visited the adobe in 1881. She was so 

i~pressed by the hacienda and the people s~e ~et that she wrote her 

classic, Fa'!:ona, using tre Ca!!!ulos as t~e setting of her story and 

based sever8l of her characters on nernbers of the del Valle fa~ily. 

T~e eel V~lle fa~ily owned t~e ranch until 1924 wr.e~ it nas last 

sold. ThE adabe is still ~cintained and a historic marker was er~cted 

in 1955 by the Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West. It is 

the best rreserved haciend& of tte days when tte dons ruled over 

vast land gYants and the hills held flocks of sheep ar.d tho:i.~.andE", of 

cattle. 1he residence is t~e center of a ~odern ra..~ch now and the 

memory of the del Valles is Y.ept alive. 
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DE LA GUl:T.~A ADOBE 

17333 Tierr8 Rejada Road 
Si~i, California 
A ~useurn open to the public. 
Fart of Strathearn f.ouse 

Much of the Spanish ~istQry of Southern Califorria is the history 

of one ~aL--J ose de la Guerra y :forie.:;a. :Born in Spain in 1779, he 

ca~e to tl e New ~orld as a young Tian in 1798. He joined the 2oyal 

Army and nm sent to California in 1801. Re rose to lieutenant in 

1804 and captain in_ 1818. He served ~uch o: r.ie 

in t!-'e rr1 sidio of Sa..'1.ta :Earbara. C2.pL:in de la Guerra obtcined ':":r:..ny 

land 5r~nts, aTiong the7 w~s t~e vast ?.ancr.o San Jose Ge Grncia de Simi. 

Orifinally g~ant~d to tbe Pico brct~ers by t~e jing of Spain in 1797, 

it wss thry wh,o cuilt t~e ho"'1e !'J.oi,,, called t:;e de la Guerra Adobe. · Tr.e 

Ficos conrtructed the large "L-0haped'' ~acienda in 1800 using Indi~n 

l2bor but friendly rElati □ ~s with t~e Indi ns dEtrriorst~~ 2~d t~E 

2.dobe burnei twice, i~ 1820 8nd 1822. Tte rooF we~ set 

tut t~e ttirty-~ine inch t~ick wells resiFtc~ de~truction. 

Don ~ □se de la Guerr~ y ioriega acsuired t~P Hancho Si~i in 1842 

:::i:d fro~ 1 ::1,;1. on L.e adobe wcf' referred to ty t~,e n2~e of it I s new 

owner. Dccc a ye~r Jon Jo2e would virit ~i~ r3Lctos; when he beca~e 

too old tc rids, he c~~e in a kind of ~~gon dravn by oxen. On his 

cattle 2:nc sr,.c,ep nmc::oE the vac,Jero~ ·,:ould drivE? .his stock before hi::::: 

:Jr revie,,,,-. !he h2.c1er:d.c. wR::c surrounded cy fine orc!-:ards of apples, 

pomegranateE, pe2ches, pePrs, figs, plu~s, apricot2, ar.1 olives. 

large vinEyard was ~2intained for t~e producti~n of wine. Ort festive 



.. .. 

occasions mutton and beef were tarbequed in spits as wine flowed freely 

a!!long gue~ts fro~_ near and far. 'rhese celebrations l2sted ~ever2l da~rs 

and included ~orseback riding, finging, dancing 2nd gs~es. 

Don Jose de 12 Guerra di~d February 11, 1858, and the propo~ties 

he owned "ere divided a:::one his c:-iildren.· The Rancho Sini was deeded 

to his soL, Peblo. Tte adobe: w~s attcc~ed by lndiens in 1852 end it 

was decided to build a sec~nd adobe in Tapo Cenyan. (See Tapo Ad;be) 

The de la G~erra Adobe waE et last fold to t~e Str2the~rn family. 

ih2t w2.s left of tr.e hacior.da af'ter tr:e l!1.di~-:r: r: id of 1858 l;~s in

corp0r2tef into a large, two-story waode~ ~o~e. No~ tt~ remains of 

tte 016 efobe and the 3trathc8rn house 2re restored ~r_d ~y~n to tte 
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LECHLER ADC\B2S 
Oek Canyon, Piru, Californi~ 
Frivate residences, ~at open to the pub~ic. 

The etory i£ told that George Washin£tOri Lec~le~ w2s a tertender 

who occe exte~ded credit to one of hie steady custo~ers. When the 

customer failed to pay 11i:: debt, he gave :i>ir. Lec!':le:r a deed to Oak 

Canyon; seveT2l acres of 12nd that h2d once belong~d to t~e TP~eec~l 

Land Grant. In 1876, wit~ the aid of .:'O',e 12,cal ILc.i,,:J.2, Mr. Lechler 

tuilt a s~cll, two-story ad~be for ~is bride. The ad~be .soo~ bece~e 

too .s:iall :or_ the exp2.:-1dir.g Lechler clr,n so, ir,. 1821, a seco~,d adobe 

was built under t~e oak trees, a hundred yards from the origin~l s~all 

building. 

The ~ew adobe ~~s ~uch larger th2~ the first. It w~s a single 

story a~d con$tructed of ra~med eerth--unli~e the other adobes which 

were ~ade of sun-dried bricks. For~s ~ere built for tte ~alls and wet 

adobe pour~d then ~2mmed down, using foot power, iLto these ~olds 

(much like concrete buildings are ~ade today). This type of adobe 

is very rz~e in Southern California. lath aiotes were roofed with w0od

en s:-:&l'.eS but i~fects u.::·;d woodpeckers so da:-iaged. t!-'.e:i th8.t tin rocf's 

:1ave rece1 tly been 2.dded. The two 2d0bes were recer:.tly d£:~a•=-ed El 

P.~ rth-:1.uai;f,,s bt:t c:re rtill in gnod condition. They tire ::,w:'.1.e<l by Geor~e 

Lechleris r:rs.""dsor-1, ri2rry Lecr:ler. 

Earr~r. Leet ler own.s aLd o_per2 tes tr:e Lechler r,:ul"eU"!1 i~ }iru w~ich 

has many l 1atorical ite~s of liru's colorful past. 
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LOPE"Z ADOBE 



L0:2SZ ADi".J E 
r·~c. ricop2. Eighwc:i.y north of Ojai, Cal iforni<'i. 
A private residence not open t3 the public. 

The old. L ope z Adobe s till stf;!'ld s Uj::):". t r.e -n.e f.a co:-:i.::ianding the 

Ventura River Val ley. Suet 2 s trate~ic site w~s selected ty the padres 

and scldirrs f or a. eood r eason--t"'. is adobe '1-•f.S to act as a fo rt, f.;"Uard

ing Ven.tuL: fro-:i Indian r8ic.en: . Built in 1830, th'= ~do~e !:2~ or.ly 

three roo!:" s , o~~ la rge r o0r.:i in t)':e f ront and two s:-:;2-ll one s ir! the 

back. Or.ly h.·o ,.:ind '.)WS pierced the two-foot-thick w, .. lls . 1 t s grim 

nature w~H: for it seve-:-sl fitt~ng na'.T:es--"the :.ar::ract-::s,'' " t:1e Fortres£!, 11 

c::1.d 11 the Cas tle ." Ser,s:e~.n t R.uf~el L ope z w2.s sk.tioned a:, th: e:. J.obe 

with one er twJ ~en to ~atch for Indie~ war p~rties . 

i.:o t <nly did the ;, d.·)~- e operate 2.s a 7nilit:.:ry f t-.ati on, bu t it. also 

s erved a s & tra:hng poc2t fo r l,:ie per,ceful :-:atilija Ino.ia::1.s . Francisco 

Lopez, t~E gr~ndson of t~e 2d0te's builder, co~ld re~e~ter the Indian 

powwows or, the bank·s o~ tre Ver. tura Hi ver n ear t .1:e old hou se . 'Ihef e 

t rib2l :ieE ti::1~,;r; -~:ould L~:::t t ~r ,•:eer:s s.:;d the Indi s..r:cs wo'J.ld ut:e t~is 

ti:'!le to en y ,:;;o ods on s2..l e 2. t t:-.c Lopez ho~e. J :r.e rr:esr, where t1:e :-. i -Jte 

~2: bui lt ~~d iec~ ~sed by local Iniians for ~ary centu~ies . Indian 

si.one ·1:;0-,.;l .-·,:s \;!'.!c~s~~r::,d. ~:1j is n :-:-w u:=,ed c.S a f ·rn1t:c:in in tr.e court

ya rd of t~ e haci~nda. 

The lopez f2~ily ow Ged t~e 1~1d for ~sny yea rs but, in 1925, Fr2nk 

Lopi:,z "'clc o=; t to herbert :: ·.;d Lo._: ... sE- HcCaleb . T:1e '.-~cCal eb: re,1ov2 ted 

t:"'·"' old c",o::,tA i.nto :) :ri::e r~r.cb h:J1 ·sc. Twci WJ..:.g-s t-.'err:: de~ t0 the 



-- ------------------

or11,inal \ O:'.)den E:ha~e.t we:rP. L{ke:: o~f U:e :':";) 0+- - nd replaced v:i th 

Spanish tilP-. Now- the adobe stands beneath tall tree::; its red tiled 

roof end thick walls still surmounting the Mesa overlooking the Ventura 

River Valley. No more do its inhabitants water. for Indian rcidere 

and n~ more do Indians meet on the banks of th~ river. Tod~y the adobe 

is the cer..ter of a.working citrus farm. The Lopez adobe is tr.e oldest 

inhabited adobe in Ventura County. 



I 
. ---- .. 

--.. ·- .. ..... --~ -:.-·_ -= -===- . 
• • • l ·----- - -

;..t: •• .-~••- ••• r> .. ) ~1)1?:'[!;.~;}:./:.}r~; 
(>. ··-•-·~-- ~-r,;=-;t. :_. •• :., •. : .... ,.·, :..:_ :_:j ._::;-_ .. :;,: 

'i,'.-'., • :;\' - ' -... , . . . - .•· ... ·, 
, •• I • -: ---= I 1------, •----, . ··-. . ~. ~ . ·, 

,, • • , .;,_ = .... ,., . ; .. -..... •."' .. :: ..... _ ... · ~~ : .;:: .. . _ -'. . ,.. . . 
• ~·' • ·· ·- -- • •• . . ·.·.-:-.,-~.,-· 

jt;,_~,,,;,- ,. • • • • ••• • • :. , ••• .-_,..,;;" ... .,... ·: .. • .. ,:,:- ·:':: ·,. ·~ ~- .. · .. --· . •·.a,;;.,, . . . . . - . - . -::_ .. 
. -:-:.::•"'•.. .,:• ...... 

---:~·;: •. ·.,-.~·:tr::<·:·:·:~.-.. , .. --:...• .. : ... --- .. 

OLJVAS ADOBE 

: 

J -



I • • 
'1.J. 14 '• f ,, ' 111 11 , .. .. .... • ti 1 I • • ,,. 

,, \,. f ,, r 
' f ' t , 

I " . ' ' I ,JIii t 41 I 

" . ,,, . 
j JI' 

, • V• . 

ORlGJNAL OLIVAS ADOBE 



OLIVAS ADL:SE 
420C OlivPs Psrk Drive 
Ventura, C2lifornia 
Restored E~r,d open to the public. 

Don Rai~ur.do Olivas was born in U:e l-ueblo of Los An0cl!?s in tl:e 

y:.ar 1801. On cc~ing of age, he joined the army, servi~g with bravery 

under Gen~ral Jose Castro~ F6r his velia~t ~ilit2ry service he a~d 

Felipe Lorenzana were gr~nted the v8nt R&~c~o San Miguel in 1~41. In 

1837, even before the gr8nt was confir~ed, Don Raimundo, his son and 2 

few Indians built a small adobe on ~is 12nd. This original adobe et~nds 

on the so,~thecst corner of the p~tio at the larger h2cienda on Olivas 

Park Drive in Ventura. 

When the de~and for beef increaeed durinR the ~old rush, Don Rai

~ur.do -csgc::_r. orivin? rir_, herds of cattle north to the 1:ungrJ--and ricb-

~iners. The price of cattle ju~ped from t2.50 a he3i cefore the gold 

rush to 675.0C a he:=,ci •,dtlc tre arrival 0f tre Forty-!:iners. ':lith his 

i~:ner:se profi te Don hair.mncio bf'gan work on tre b;o-~tory a~ obe etruc

tu.re. 

The Oliva~ t&cienda ie a large to~e; it tad to be for Jon Rai~un

to had t~enty-one children! Gueste ofte~ stop~ed by an~ stayed es 

long as they liked. The fiest2s thEt ~ere ~eld ~t the old haciPnda 

wouid last for·doys, with ~ine 2~d ~ood sLd the fandango. 

The story is told that in 1855 tte hacienda w;s robbed by bandite. 

The outla•.-!s took :~75,000 in gold--the profits of a large roale oi' sreep 

and wool. They even struck Senor2 Olivas 2r.d ripped t~e pierced ear-



rings from her ears! A posFe gave c~rse a~d some of t~E gang was caught 

and t anged. But t.he gold was never found. The ban.di t s were lead by 

a notorious tadman, Encarnacion Berryessa . He openly boaEted of the 
robcery, wh ich ~·as un"ise for he W8 S soon arrested and hanged. 

The Olivas family owned the r anc~o uhtil tre h!.te Nineteen tr. 

Century. It W8S s old 2nd resold .several t imes, serving for a sr.ort 

time as a dai!'y, bef ore it was finally purctased ty ,, 
£•1c1 X Fleiscr.mznn 

Fleisch.mann's Yeast. It was t hen used as a hunting lodge. In 1963 

t~e Fleischmar.n Foundation g;ve tr:e adobe to the city of Ventura and 

of 

it was restored as a historic landmark. ·he Olivas Adobe i s designated 

as Califor nia Landmerk number 1L5. 
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ORTEGA ADOEE 
215 ~eet Nain St. 
Ventur2, C~lifornia 
Restored and open to the public. 

Over a hundred ~ears ago s~all sdole touEeF like t~e Orteg& tome 

lined Ventura's ~ain ·street fro~ the Kission to the Venture River. Kow 

only the Ortega Adot.e rE':!!ains to {.!ive Uf'- Eo:-ne ide.:: of ,,,,r:2t Ve~tura 

once looked like. '.:he arlobe w~,e tuilt in 1857 ·oy ~•·,igd:.::i hi,'-'llel Orte-

;a. Lumber wa~ ~carce in those dayr to it waF natur~l t~at the early 

pioneers UEed t~e et~tb aE t~ilding □aterial. Eut still tte etote 

needed wood for bee-:~ to Ellp.:ort the: ro:Jf. So i-:,igdio, r.iE son R.a~on 

a~d tir ridErE ro6e !art~ •iles up tte 52nt2 Cl~ra ~iver to the sit~ 

of an aba~dcned adote a~d too~ its fine tes-s for their own ho~re. 

The til~s fer the roof were purchased by Orteg~ fro~ the misEi □n fGt~ers~ 

As the prteEtE ~ere re-roofing the church ~ith cedar E~in~les brou?~t 

"'r'.)und t:-:e horn" the:; did riot ".lind eelling t~e t.:.sed tiles. Only 

nine yeare efter ~tf c0Tpteticn tte Ortega Adobe ~a~ ~it by a great 

flood. :'he large ro::i::: or: th .. west end • .-ae totrrlly destroyed. :::cig-

dio' s ~:m tcld of ti€.' gre. t flo-)d ir: 2 letter tr.Cct is '.)!1 file at 

the Ventura Pioneer ~useu~: 
11 '.l re flood s·.:er;t ~n.,ay a ,o:::Jod derl of' the l,,nd 

....-rich st:ioc bet,,rcen. tr.e rociE"? 8.Tld t'e :a.v2r, 

w~ic~ ~eld ~~r co~ a~d sheep c0rrale a~d our 

ozcta~d. 1~ere ~as also a cabin b~ilf of 
n ,:~u l 2. r 1 u 'Ti l, er s L-. n d i ng f i _f' t y f e r- t ,; er, t o f 

t~e a6obe ~~ a slic~t elevatio~. ihen the 



floods were reported co~~~1, t½e folis t~ough! 

the old adobe ~as sure to be swe~t aw~y so 

Every article of clothinf, furniture, etc. 

~as piled in tte fra~e }ouse, even my ycunf

EFt brother's pct dog and lamb. Next morn-

ing at t~ree A~M. the (fr2~e) house ·and all 

lelongings were sw~pt into the Ee2. Our 

vo?en folks were left with only (t~e) clothes 

t~ey hGd on ... The Tlood 2lsc took o~e h2lf of 

the adole building a~d left ~h~t now st2~ds 

... I can re~e~ber how we r8~ along the teEch 

scanni~g every naod i~ ~O?~E o! fin~i~g o~r 

pets or . . trun~s ... filled ~ith our clot~es. 

Ead all o,ir bel onf'.'ings been left in t:"'.e old 

(adobe) 1':01; se, everything would have bce!1 

e2.veci." 

repaired tr.e old h::n:..se. They pl2.c1ted grc.r·,e _vines i:-, tr.e b8.ck of 

tte old hc~e, ~bict ;r0duced grapes for decadEs. ?ic~ard ~aydock 

visited t~~ vill2~e of Sen Euenaventurn in 1276 ard ~is re71n1s

c~nces ?rf recorded in t~e Vent~ra ~i~t~rical Society's Juarter!y, 

February, 1965. ~r. Bevdock civef a~ acc~r2te descr1pti~n o~ Ve~-

t~eir p~insta~i~g efforts to ~eep thing£ clean 

about the ~ause. ~lt~ough the ~dobe8 in which 



(they) lived had dirt floore, th ey ~erR ewept 

chily; li~e•.-r ise the yard about the hou s e. In 

time the~ left the ground so~ew~at low~ red but 

t~ey ~ould fill in these cieprese ions from ti~e 

to tiMe and care f ully s~ooth out and pack the 

dirt. Hollyhocks s~e~ed to be their f lower 

E~d gave a colorfuf to~ch in t~e l~te s; ri~g 

c r:d SU!'.l'ller. Geraniuris and other hardy flo•.\·ers 

v. ere co::n:!!on . 11 

E~igdio Ortega died i ~ t~e ~do~e at the age of eigh ty-t~ree 

as a result of an injury he s ~~fered t~yi ~g to t reak 2 ~ew ~~le . 

The adobe ~erv~d the Orteges ae a fa,~l v residence for ~any yec rs. 

Only i ~ 1921 w ~ F it a t l~ ft eold to the city of Ventura . But its 

usefulness was no t over . Fro~ 1924 to 1931 it waE l~nsed as off

ices to thE Shell Oil Co□pany, playing its part i n t~e oi l indus

try of Vent ura County . It W~ E t~en le2 Eed to the V. F.i . until 

1939. I t \·2. r e•ten t !'le 'Jeritur& Pol i ce Depa;- tn,cnt fr o"= 18.'te 1952 

to .1954. J ft e r that it w:=: e ussd 8 s 8. -:1eet1 :r.g h3ll for t r.e Ven

tura i:::>~"S Cl ub . In Septe~:ber ~f 1968 t ~e city dec idPd to r es tore 

tte adobe 1 [ a historic landmark r ~ ther the~ t e~ " it doK~. Arct

eologist Ro·::ert O. Browne •,:::.f: i~ cr:;i rge 0f the :eston-tion . T:-: e 

Orte-ca Adot~ 1s !':()w a ""~rneur: 8.::d r e~2.inr, one of tr.e lu~t e::-:a·~ple s 

of a ~iddl0 c!262 ho~e o~ the ~id-:;inetefi~ th Century. 
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.r:EYES ADC•bl:: 
Lock\>.r:>od Cr,.nyon, C2..liforni2. 
A private r eside~ce not open to t~e pub ~ic. 

-:r·he ti.11 o:-o :.- s con c e~ l tte l o;,..· one-s~ory adobe :ro::1 tl':e r oad 

but, over E ce~. tt·ry ago I it was t~ e center of t he ? .. eyes Rcrnch ; a 

r8nct ttat took i~ ~uch of Loakwood Va lley. The creek that f lows 

by the hacienda is na~ed Reyes Cr0ek a fter tt e br2ve pioneers w~o 
first eet~l~d the nort~ern ~art of our cou~ty . The adobe ~~s 

built i n l E 55 ~nd ~ ts tte 7Eln ~o~ce of t~ e r ~nc~. J aci~to )a~i en 

Reyes, the ~on of t~e bui lder of t he adobe, wro t e of t he hi s tory of 

the r,lc..ce : 

"~y ~at her, Raf ael Reyes, ws ~ born 1n Los 

hngeles in 18]4, }e wus one of a fari l y of 

f ive boys a~d f i ve dirls. They owned t ~e 

~riunfo 2anch, a Spani sh gr2nt on w~ich 

tr.r.y r~i~ed s t ock. In 1354 f eed was short 

I.i s br other ~rJve 2000 head of cat t le ~n d 

t\E mouth of ?.ey Ps Creek. I n 1870 ~y f a t1er 

Yer. tura.. Euenaven tur2 i:1 .. 
H?71. 
I uri~g t~e ea rly days ~Y f ather bred f i ~hti~e 
lulls f ::i r : :~ ~ arsHas. :Bullfi.g1 ts w<>n 1.,0 1 -

\~lcir in t~ose day.s , :-: ,·.d "El Cor~tes to de Toros " 



was usually thG fe~tured attr2ct1un _f ev• ry 

holiday fiesta. Fat~er raised ~ost of the 

bulls for t1re ·: ull ri.:.gs in Santa bartara, 

8an :Bue~aventur2, lo.2 Angeles ~.r.d other poin 1 c: 

;,11 ui:, arid dOWii tre st2tc. ::i.s bu:'..ls 1-'ere 

fr"'lOUE f::Jr t~cir ~uic'.:nes.s ~ir:d fieJ:ting 

spirit, 2.:'.:c. we:-e ""'atcr:ed a,g-ai~.Gt "l~·ny a celi

bratcd ~atad~r-~.Buring my youth I worked 3s 

a va;uer~ a~ong ~~ - father's cattle, ~nd it 

ws:.:. at t"'.is w1r • that I gained a lot of ex

perience that has teen valuable ~ince I c~~e 

into th~ forestry service in 1900." 

Jacir.to 3eye~ w2s Ventura County's first forest ranger and 

he Epent lis entire life in the northern wilderness of the county~ 

Now the alobe forms only one wing of e modern ranch house. The 

additions vere aCded in this century and are ~ade of ~ood and 

concrete tlocks. The adobe waE purchased a few ye2rs ago fro~ 

tte Reyes !e~ily by Mr. Leonard Butler. It is etill a private 

residence which stands ae a lo~ely re~inder of the pioneers who 

Eettled our wild valleys so long ago. 
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~ODRIGtil ADOI.2: 
Shell hoac, Ventura, California 
Privzte p1operty, ~ot opfn to tr.e public. 

The t ilec ro:)f of t!lP. Rodri 6ue? P.dobe st-and::c. o:,t ae-2in1:t tr.e 

hillside 1b:t once wns part of' the rta:::ct,o San Miguelita. The 1-:is

tory of t! i::: s~all adobe is ve!'y '!'.ucr: a '.'l;/stery. ~:o firm date is 

known for the construction of the house. It could be 2r olt 2e 
1846--wher Governor Fio Pico ~r2nted t~e lR~d to Don ~anon Hodri--

0}'27. just bef~re tr.e Americar.s ended. :-~exic2n rule in Califorr.ia-

or tte adc·r.:e co·.,ld be 2s ne·;; aF 1890--when the l-c -r.ds •.•:ere owned 

by the Tarlor family. ~e do not know wto built the odobe. lt ~sy 

have serv,d Don Ra~on as hiF fir[t residE~ce before 2 l2rger ado

be, now E,ne, wEs co~~letef. The s~all ho~e rigtt tave tc~n 

tuilt aE livir.f quarteTs for tre for~~a~ of tre rsncro, or it 

~ight have teen ~uilt by an old lndian na~ed Ju~n de Jesus. The 

Ventura Sh r-Free Press stated t:-:2. t be lived. for '.:lc:tl>-" ver' :s c: t 

tl:e adobe bs:8re his deatr on i•;overcber E, leCJ5. Thst :rcmt ;:late 

its c~nstructian ~uc~ earlier tha~ t~st. 1te craeFbe~~s of t~e 

ad□le were tied togettrr 1/it~ t~on~s of rawtide; so st2tes one of 

the me~ ~~o renovated the bui:ding in 1930. I~infl rawtide 1n 

2'J.Ch z v•, :· ':'T"'ld date v--:e r,::o":'.e in tte r:id-NinEteer:t)'J Cent;iry, 

when the lr:1:d c!:~2.~t Tr:U' o·, ·:.eci b:: nE~.On 2oc rif':u.:-z • 
• 

ting T~e Shell Oil Cornp~ny reEtored the 

sdobe, a6~ing a long v~r2.r.da 2nd e battroo~ to tte two-roo~ ~ouee. 



They ch?.nfed "!luch of tr:e cont·truction--a ne\..' tiled roof, a cer.ient 

floor--so ~uch ~as changed t~at it is diffi cult to detPrmine how 

it orininElly looked .. The old adobe was u~e~ as a gun club for 

r.,c..ny yean :::.r:c t1-.e build.ir.g !-:E..s been ;.rept up very well. It iE" 

still on J~~ds lc~sed by the Shell Oil Comp2ny. It i s said tha t 

t he 2.oote :nay be u~ed as an office. There is no·t· no d::np;£r of 

destructicn 8nd it shall be pr.eserved. .iiow tbe vc>r,Jr.ck is closed 

in , mc k in€ E. s11n r ~o-:i, tut t)',e fl;;v.:Jr of u~e :..;l::ce, 3Cl l:):r.ely 

and de i;olcte, r·e~dns. E~ybe it will nevf.-r be r:rio1.:r. j';;; t "·ro 

built the adobe or w~et, but it is a link be~ween o~r ti~e rnd 

thz t of tr.€ hard-riding rrr.chE :"O!::. Cat tl<? O!lCf' f;:.C. ~€'(: :: r'.)Ur,d tt e 

tr:id;-;.· 1::.lled D.dobe. I~ow c~.l ~i;ri.pr: nod and squea;:--tr. e only sound.:-: 

to brenk the still~eRs. 
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SANCHEZ AtO:E 
Saticoy~ C2lifornia 
A private reside~ce, not open to the put J ic. 

Don Ju,:n ,S3nche::-; WES granted the Hsn c"l o 22.nta Clara c:€1 i;orte 

in 1837. Tr_e .i;r2.nt cordr-red the Santa Clare:, Rii.rer ar.d contr~i~.ed 

14, GOO acres. Proud Dor. j uan .nar:ied his lands "The RD~cho fro~ 

Sunrise to Sunset.'' In t~ e 1840's, not :r.r fr•:)!n tr.e rivr,.r, he tuilt 

tiB one .story, s ix-roo"' ~d0te . The roof w<?e mad.e of tiles molded 

Pnd fired at t ~e r 2nch b~ lnti&~s w~o, wit~ t~e cloEi~; of t~e 

Eisrion San 3uf-na-.'e~·. ti....rc, ::,ec::ec ,..,ork. IYJ.di: r..r, did ~1·c~ ,Jf tte ,-·ork 

t~ e wJrkers in th~ orc~a~ds and rard~ns. 

parc~ed the 1~~ds. TbE terds of cattle dwindled sharply. T~e 

wealth of ~~e r~ nctos was i n tjeir livestock. With its l~~s tte 

Spani sh Dor.s w'=r0 forced to ~c i:-:to t.:e"tt fo i·r,y for :.up::l iE',-. For 

two lot:£: yf; r :f, r;,:,in w;~r, ~ca:-ce 2,:d t i-:e Sr.i1che::o: f<:"".!li}y , like so 'P.any 

o thers,.-.•:..~ fr:,rces; to torro·.- &,?2.i1~c t it~ lE.nds. Fin8lly tho r:•f!cro 

was ;urc~2: Ef f~r t~e d~~tE ty t~e cto~e o~ne: Antonio sc~ia;_a fie-

t I ~ 1 • h "' ' te .... P • crc.r:1· t. to ~:''.'•' ... .- a: t'.':e ')~d S::ani~h .ra, an .,, -'-1. 2 n 'r' o .. aa ex .. c. _,, <-. - - • 

f"<~ilie2 . .P.ecorc2 show t:- :~t t!;e ,::.verc,:P pr:;.ce hF pcid for the ranch o 

was sixty- :our cents p~r ~ere ! In thi s way Schiap~a Pietra gained 

several lend grants in tte drougtt of ths 1860 's. The Italian real-

ized that t~e c~ttle industry w~e no longer as pro~it&ble as f~r~ in~ 



so the vast "Rancho_fr-:>m. Sunrise to Sunset" w2s turned into a lucrative 

lima bean far!:.I. 

The old adobe still ~erved as the main house of the ranch, 

though tl".e Schiar:,pFI Pietras lived in their Ventura townhouse on San

ta Clara Street. In 1900 it was decided that the ad0be should be re

modeled into a ~ore "modern" to~e. The Ventura Star-Free Press 

reported on June 1, 1900: 
11 S.L. S'-iaw and a force of nen bege.n work this 

week re~odeling t~e fine old adobe building be

longing to tr,e Sc~ia:;:i:a I'ietra estate in t~e val

ley . . The builrding will be 36x56; a secor:d story 

1s to be added as well es a servants' quarters. 

It will be one of the finest r8~ch houPes in the 

caunty ... lt is estimated t~ai all i~prove~ents 

,•.ill cost over 10,000 dollars.It 

The rdobe built by Don Juan 2a...'1chez w2s convl'?rted into a sb:itely 

mansion. Tte 0ld tiles, ~and-::ade by t}-1e :i:nd i2ns, ':,ere tai:er:. down, 

later to ls ured to ro □ f a e~~l~ tool shed on the r2~ch. Today the 

b,enty-two-inch w;:!lls f0r:-i the core 0 1 a be2.utif1;_l h~T!le, owced by 

a if.rs. Lloyd-:Eut /er. . 
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TAPO ADOBE 



TAFO ADOBt: 
Tapo Canyon Road 
Si~i, Califor~ia 
A histor ic park open t o tr.e public. 

On Ta1-0 Canyon Ro~d i n Sini stand~ a portion of an adobe ~all. 

It is all th~t remainR of t ~e once strtely adote of t~e de l a Guer-, . 
ras. The de l e Guerr~ fami ly owned sev?rel large l?nd frante in 

$an ta Barbara and Ventura Counties, one of which was t h~ Rancho Simi. 

Orig~nally given by the king of Spain to t~e ?ico ~ro thers , it was 

purchased in 1842 from the Picas by Jose de la Guerra. For ~any 

year s the ~dcbe which the f i cos had constructed serv ed aE t~e rn~in 

houee fo r the Si~i Raner. ( see t~e de la Guerr~ Adobe), but, in 1860, 

it was decided that a new home Eho~ld be built in T2~0 Canyon. Jose 

de la Guerra's son P2blo hed the roomy , two-storied ~acienda built . 

The edobe •,•:2 s sur:!"ounded 1::y o_rc•iardf a'."ld -r.ri:cie:ya!·ds and --,z::::..y f iestas 

we re held t here . Sol Sher ida n t Venturi hi etorian, ~rote: 
11 Sr,ee-;, sher?r ir:g ti~e on f:ar.cho Si::ii -... 2s als::, fi ..,.. 

e3ta tine. bottom lands and ~illsides were giv

e~ over t o sheep pa; tures ¥ith ~uge flock s ee t 

ting fat on t 1;e a 'cur;dc::,n t native ~ru~ses . To 

their T~po rt2nch h~cie~da, in Si ~i , me~ber s 

of the de l a ~uerra fa~ily 1 on fes tive occa

sions, drove their cc2c~ froT thei r Santa ~ar

b~ra townhouse . ~heir eix outrider s wer~ i n 

liverj of blue and Eil~er.~ 

But t he de l a Guer:ras l oct t ~e ir lands t o ri sing prices and 



droughts that deci~ated their flocke of sheep Pnd gre~t ~rrd~ of 

to1.<gh l.e:xicsr: cattle. 'Ihe adobe ·hfld z,verc.l owners in thP- late 

Nineteeritt Century. lt was finally abandoned, ransacked a~d left 

to decay in 1gno. Once t~e roof fell ~w8y and t~e w~lls were ex

cosed to t~e rain~, it bega~ to ~elt. Jo~ only about eight feet 

re~ai~s of t~e once hie~, t~ir~y-seve~-inc~-thick walls. A park 

has been ~uil~ ar;und what re~2inE of t~e Tapo tdobe ard it ie open 

to tr-e pullic or.: Tapo Cany'.)n Road. No pl~ns have bee::1 ":'l.:.de f:::,r its 

restoration. 

cHil 

'' ... The whole of tr:e valley, 2.r.a f2r toward t~e sea 
Then belonged to an old Spanish family. 

And the old Adobe th2t they tuilt still stands, 
Hi~h uo on the hills of the Tapo lands, 
Thit lie at t~e base of tre Coast Sierrae; 
Here once w2e the home of tte Je la Guerras. 
The De la Guerra y Creanas, 
~it~ ~iee-brim~ed hats en~ bright'b2~d~nas, 
Jhose ho~se was op! n throufi~out the ye~r 
To friends fro~ f2r--for none were r.ear, 
Whose fin~ old orchard witt fruit abound, 
The onlv □rc~ard for ~il~s ar□ U!.d; 
Anc the olive treeE still srow on tr.e hill, 
1;e2r tre o1j Adobe, now decc.~;-.,ing 2nd still ... 11 

(T 2 ken fro'TI tre poem, ''Si::'i, 11 by Eildred ,L Brigham; printed in Leg

ends and Lor e o~ ttP Lonu Ago by ~rs. D. W. ~ott.) 



TAPO ADOBE TODAY 



BORDERING ADOEiS 
lN LCS ANGSLES CdUNTY 

REYES ADOBE 
?.eyes Ad~ce RoGd, Agoure, Cali fo r nia 
Private re~idence, not open to tte public . 

DriviLg ~o uth out of Ve~ture County· into Lof AngelPE Coun ty pn 

nighway_lOl a freew2y exit stand~ out at Agoura: It i~ t~e exit to 
Reyes Adoht 2oad. At tt0 end of t~iE road st2nds the adote of Jose 

Reyes. ~uilt in 1820, the old t~ciEnda w~s the ~~ in t~u ee ~f t~e 

hi s herds io thP r 8 nch in Lockwood Valley i n 1E54 - It i s flsid t~~t 

the- bane.it, Joaquin l<urictt.a s pet,t :riany z r.i 0 ht at 

old hose ~as ~lso u2ed as~ fort d~ring :ntia~ s tt2cks . :he f_ne 

adobe build ing was purc~ar ed in 1945 by }irs. Dodson and rPs t ored. 

Today h.:-rsEr s rc r ?. ised at tte adobe , ca rr:;inE on c:: tr:,ditian beg,.rn 

ty tr.e ~par ish JOr.R . 

LEO;n S ii.DO :C £ 
23537 Calatasas ~oad 
Calabaea~, Cal if0rnia 
An historical :nuceu;i , ope n to the public . 

~-, iguel Leoni r: , a ~ix-foot four- inch Ia~q_ue, con trolled \•:r.?. t is 

now C2lat-2.ea s ' a.nd it "-'8 .S there that r.e expanded aL older ::ic.c/oe far"'.l 

house int:.- 2. s t:;;: tely aci.obe ho:ne tr. a t be t· :::-s },is r1 0"!'1e. The original 

2dob~ is believed to be as old as 1844. iy 1870 it was re~odeled 

by ~ig~el Leanis and hi s Indian wife , ispiritu, into a l nrge two sto

ry home. Today the 1eonis Adobe has been restored and furninhed 8 S 



it was in the late Nineteenth Century. It can be rc2.c!'led from nigh-

: way 101 by taking the tulholland off-ramp arid turning right on Cala

basas Road. 'l'h~ hou!:e recalls the /fays wr:en ''Bl Easquo Grande'' was 

truly the Kin~ of Ctlabesas. The adobe is officially decienated as 

,iistorj,c Ct:.ltu.ral komiment L~ Q. 1 by the Cultural fierita~e :board of 

Los Ang~le~: . 



CO!{CLUSI 01, 

'Ih1 s stuay -::,f -the Pdobes of Ventura County hN, teP-n licr.i tee to 

t t 0 se bui 1 t hefore 1908 . . The u~ e · of adobe l1ai nevc-~ :-eal l y • 5 to:;:: ;1ed; 

regaining popularity in the early p8rt _o£ the T~entictt Centura; and · .. 
. ~dobes P..re · P.till b'eing ~:Onstructed · toda~/" r ha~e i1:n~ ted my ~tudy: t~"-:' .. • _.; •. .-•• ·:·,.··. ··: 

t"'.e 1,irieteenth Ce~tury ,__:hen th,e e~rly Hi' ripar.ic and 1\'ll~ricr.n. ecttle~s-'· ·= •..•• •• • 

Cc':Je to our country .. 

Some of the hietoric adobes bui::..t in the Twent-ieth Century r.re 

liEoted below. 

REED ADO:E-S 

Bui~t· on I~eed rto~d, Tro·~;sand Oaks, in 1906. Th-it one-storied 

home wts built for ~exican far~ worke~s on the RePd Ranch. It is 

still a privatc · residence. 

LIBBEY-lUC~I~C A0OBE 
Built b:/ idwr,rd Libbey in 1915, t!iis _lr'rge r.o,;se anc rtri.lf' •,,_ras 

lu ter purchnr,ed b)' 1:,·il 1 Lucking. · T!':e ado be hn s bee!'! re...,,od':'l ed i~ to 

a ~odern ho~e in Ojai. 

Euil t in 1925 by t~e S:m ta ::jonica architect, John 3cyere . O•.-:r:ed 

by ~he Frenc~ fa~ily, it is a privrte rdsidc~ce in Hidden Hille~ It 

.. 
1:,ARQUE;Z ADOBi~ 

Built in 1930. Only the. rear wall~ (now hidden) are ·1eft of .the 

.. 



original building. The front of the building i s nade of brick. The 

structure is now t~c ,·iarguez Food Products on 10th Str·eet tn Santa 

P2ula. It is still owned by tte Margue~ fa~ily. 

~; E)fr~A] AUO:EE 

• Now part of the Procter and Ga~ble f 2ctory in Oxnard, this adobe 

was once tte r~nchhouse of the.jewman RRnct . Like mahy other adobe~, 

its thicik walls are hidden benerth w~ite clPpboards~ The ho~e ie of 

undeter~ined age , most likely of this century. More research will be 

needed befo~c its bistory i s known . 

Furt~cr i&forrnation on the hi s toric adobes can be obtained by 

co~tacting local hi~torical EOcieties or tre Ventura County ~i~to rical 

Society , Vrntura, California . 
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