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1. N¡meofProperty
Historic nanre: Saticov Southem Pacific Railroad Denot
Other nameVsite nr¡mber: N/A
Name of related multiple propefy listing: N/A

otB ilo. 102atxtt8

2. Loc¡tion
Street & number: 11220 Aælrar Street
Cityortown: Staæ: Califomia Cormty: Ventr¡¡a

Not For Publication: N/A Vicinity: Ventr¡¡a

3. Strte/Federal Agency Certifïc¡tion
As the designated authority undertheNational Hisûoric Presen¡ation AcL as amelrded,

I hereby cefüry that this _ nominatioo _ r€quest for determination of eligibility meets
the docr¡mentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forlü in 36 CFR Part 60.

Inmyopinion,theproperty_mcets _doesnotmeettheNationalRegisterCriteria I
recommend that this properfy be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

_national _súaten'lde _local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

c
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Saticoy Southem Pacific Railroad Depot
Name of Propedy

4. National Park Senice Certilication

I hereby certifu that this properfy is:

_ enterd in the National Register

_ determined eligible for the National Register

_ determined not eligible fortheNational Register

_ removed from the National Register

_ other (explain:)

Ventura, CA
County ànO St*e

Signaùre ofthe Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as )
Private:

Public - Local

Public - State

Fublic - Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District

Site

Stuctr¡re

Object

x

X
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Sati,coy Southem Pacific Rãilroad Dq[rct
Name of Propeúy

Ventura, _CA
County and State

Number of Resources with¡n Property
(Do not include previously listed resources inthe cormt)

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

TRANSPORTATION/RAIL REI,ATED

Current Functions

VACANTAIOT IN USE

7. Description

Architectural Cl¡ssification
(Enter categories from insnuctions.)
LATE VICTORIAN: SticldEastlake

Materirls: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Foundation: WOOD

Walls: WOOD
Roof: ASPHALT
Other: BRICK (CHIMNEY-)
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Narr¡tive Description
(Describe the historic and cr¡rrent physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
conhibuting and non-contributing resources if applicable. Begin with ¡ summtry parrgraph
that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, tY?o, style,

method of constn¡ction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has

historic inteedty.)

Summary Paragraph
The Saticoy Southem Pacific Rail¡oad Depot is located in the rmincorporated community of
Saticoy which is situated in thc Sant¿ Clara River Valley in Ventura Cormty, California
Historically, the stnrcture accommod¿ted both freight and passenger service in and out of
Ventura County, with a heavy emphasis on the distribution of agricultural goods. In terms of
architectural style, it fits best into the LATE VICTORLAN: Sticlc/Eastlake Style, as evidenced by
the presence of various styles of wood siding and wide overhanging eaves supported by brackets.

Its primary building material is wood. Significant features of the stn¡ctr¡re include but are not
limited to its floorplar¡ windows and doors and interior and exterior wall finishes. At the current
time, the structure is in fair condition and has a high degree of historic integrity intact.

Setûing
The Saticoy Southe'rn Pacific Railroad Depot is located in the town center of rnincorporâted
Saticoy. Toda¡ this area" originally developed arormd the Depot in the late 1800s, is comprised

of parcels of a mixed land use including commercial, industrial and residential properties. The

Depot building sits on an expansive Q.l3 acre) rectangula¡ lot and is surror¡nded by other
relatively large parcels. The Depot was consht¡cted parallel to the railroad tracks, which lie
southeast of the building. The structure is suror¡nded by a large poured concrete surface that
coven¡ the entirety ofthe parcel on which it sits. Two non-contributing structures are also located

on the parcel. They are discussed fi¡rther in the following narrative.

Pl¡n
In plan, the Saticoy Depot is rectangular in form. The southwestein portion of the building is
two-stories, while the remainder of the building is one-story. On the grormd floor, the two-story
section of the süucture was historically utilized for passenger related activities, ticket sales for
example, and provided living quarters for the Station Master on the second-story. The one-story
section of the building was used to process freight coming in and or¡t of the Depot. The primary
building maferial utilized in the Depot's consür¡ction is wood. Both the two-story station and the
freight room are post and beam constn¡ction. All siding material is also wood, although in
varying forms throughout.
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Exterior
Ground Floor (Station)
The ground floor of the station section of the Depot is clad with wide plank horizontally laid
tongue and groove siding with a 6 W reveal and finished with comer boa¡ds measuring 7 3/r" by
6 y2'o. This level feafires several openings in the walls in the form of both windows and doors.

The southwest elevation has two twenty-over-four double hung wood sash. The windows appear

singly on this elevation and break up the mass of the exterior wall eve'nly, The northwest

elevation contains one doorway and one twenty-over-for¡r double hung wood sash that occur

directly next to one another and another single door to the north of this double unit. Both doors

featu¡e a twelve-pane glass panel and a¡e topped with an independently operating twelve-light
trarìsom. These doors historically served as enüances to the ticket office, as is evidenced by the

intact wood sign to the north of the doors which reads: 'oOffllce." The souttreast elevation, or
track side of the station has a window and door of the same design as that featued on the

opposite side, described above. To the north of the window and door combination is a bay

window that projects from the façade of the building. The detail of the bay window area is not
currently visible, on either the inærior or exterior of the building, due to modifications that have

taken place. These modifications are largely superficial and will be discussed further in the

Integrity Section. All door and window openings are cased and trimmed in wood. The a¡eas

beneath the windows feature a simple stick wotk design, constructed of framed" vertically laid
tongue and groove material. The ground floor of the station is covered with a wide overhanging

eave, currently covered in asphalt shingles. The eave is supporæd by simple decorative brackets

and decked solid with tongue and groove material.

Exterior
Second Story (Station)
On the building's exterioro the second story of the station is clad in wood, board and batten

siding. This story is also punctured with many window openings, cased and trimmed in wood.

The pattern of openings echoes that of those on the first story of the building. Windows on the

second story are sixteen-over-four double hung wood sash. The same simple stick work design

featr¡red on the first story is repeafed below the windows. On the southeast and northeast

elevations, this detail runs from corner board to corner board, creating a wide band-like featr¡re.

The second story of the station is covered by a low-pitched roof with a wide overhanging eave.

The eave is supported by simple decorative wood brackets. It is decked solid with tongue and
groove maferial and is currently covered with asphalt shingles. The building feattnes simple tim
work that runs below the ear¡e on all visible sides of the building. It should be noted that tr¡vo

brick and morta¡ chimneys are stitl extant puncturing the roof of the station. The roof is currently
covered in asphalt shingles, u¡hich appearto be relatively new.
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Exterior
Freigbt Room
The freíght room is of a simpler design when compared to that ofthe two-story station se¡tion of
the building, a distinction representative of its utilitarian function, The freight room is
rectangular in plan and extends offthe northeast end of the station. This portion of the building
sits well above ground level on a raised foundation" necessary to accommodate the loading and

unloading of vehicles. It features large wooden sliding barn-style doors which measure 8 feet

long by 7 fæt wide and are consEucted of framed tongue and groove material (3 %- vnde
plants¡. The freight ¡oom is clad in the same wood siding wide board and horizontally laid
iongue and groove siding, as the bottom floor of the station. This section of the sfucture is

covered with a medium pitched gabled roof. It too has a wide overhanging eave supported with
simple decorative brackets consistent in design with those existing on the rest of the structure.

Interior
Station-Floor Pl¡n& Finishes
The original floor plan of the Depot has largely beeu retained. The grormd floor of the station is a
relatively large open space, which namolvs as one moves towards the freigbt room. There are

five steps that lead to the freight room and a stairwell that leads to the second story in the

northeast of the station. On the second story, there is a cental hallway. Four rooms extend off
the hallway; one large room, one medir¡m size room, one small room and one closet. Rooms

decrease in size as¡ one moves from the soulhwest to the northeast within the building.

Flooring throughout the bottom floor of the station is poured concrete. This sr¡rface was scored in
a diamond pattern and is intact throughout the space. Stairs, which lead to both the freight room

and the second story of the station, are complete with origiûat solid wood treads. Floor coverings

on the second story of the station vary througbout and include linoletrru vinyt tile and carpet.

The hallway and the smallest room within this space feature original wood floors and it appears

upon inspection that original wood floors are intact below modern floor coverings throughout the
second story.

WaIl and ceiling surfaces throughout the station are finished n'ith bead board and simple crown
molding and a¡e overwhetningly intact throughout both the first and second story. In some

instanceso surfaces have been finished over but investigation suggests that most, if not all,
original material exists beneath modem finishes. For examplg althorrgh some of the ceilings on
the second floor have been dropped, likely to accommodate an electical upgrade, the original
ceiling finishes are intact above the dropped ceiling.

Most of the original wood interior doors are extant tbrougbout the station Several on the second

story featt¡e an intact thee pane transom above them. In addition to the windows previously
mentioned aboven there is one four-pane wood sash that op€ns in located in the stairwell as well
as ooe sixteen-pane wood sash in the freight room.
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Interior
Freight Room-Floor Pl¡n & Finishos
As it does today, the freight room historically maintained an open floor plan. Although currently
covered with plywood, it qppears that original flooring throughout the freight room (wood trvo
by material/not tongue and groove) is also intact. It is likely that the walls of the freight room
were orignally unfinished, with exposed framing. Finishes have bee'n added to varying degrees

throughout the space but original material appean¡ intact througbout. The freight room has an
open üuss ceiling with one by skip sheathing material visible from the interior space.

Modif ications/.Alter¡tions
Exterior alærations to the Depot have been few and primarily include two additions to the
building, one on the northeast end of the freight room and another on the tack side of the freight
room. A review of historic asial photography suggests that these additions took place between
1960 and lgæ,when the buildingos use was converted to a building supply warehouse.

The most distinguishable addition is one that was consür¡cted onto the northeastem end of the
freight ¡oom, extending the interior space by fofy-nine feet, as well as widening it. This
addition was essentially scabbed onto the original structwe, enclosing the gable end of the
freight room within it. Although there has been a visual impact the northeastern gable end of
the freight room is remarkably intact within the addition, which appears to be easily removable.
This addition is rectangular in plan with a gabled roof. On the exterior, the walls a¡e clad in
stucco and the roof is covered in comrgated metal.

Although less noticeable, there is another addition that occr¡rred on the back side of the freight
room. This addition extends the building's southeast side out towards the railroad tracks,
essentially enclosing the a¡ea formerþ covered by the eave. This addition $'as completed in a
similar fashion to that described aboveo and the original material is overwhelmingty intact. This
addition was constructed primarily of wood. The exterior wall, which extends down from the
edge of the eave is clad in wood siding and the eave is covered with asphalt shingles.

Other alterations that have taken place include the removal of the loading dock that was
historically present around the freigbt room. In addition, on the track side of the station, the bay
window was boarded over to allow for a solid wall surface on the interior. At this time, it is not
known whether originat windows and doors exist belowthe modern exterior finishes.

On the 6uilding's interior, alæration ha^s b€en minimal and predominantly confind to finish
materials. As mentioned above, some of the ceilings on the station's second story have been
dropped. Additionally, ternporary partitions have been added in select locations to provide an
appropriate working location for the building's more modern uses. These alte,rations do not affect
the integrity ofthe structure, as original material is intact throughouL
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Non-Contributing Structures
There are c¡rrently two non-contributing sEucûres located on the property on which the Saticoy

Depot sits. Both sùructr¡res are associated with the shnrcture's most recent use as a building

supply warehouse and likely date to the mid 1960's. A review of historic aerial photography

¿emonstrates that they were not yet constructed tn1967 but were present by 1978. They are both

large, open air structt¡es that were used to store building materials, such as gravel and sand.

fhãy ari of crude constn¡ction and could be easily removed from the property without any

impact on the integrity of the site orthe Depot itself.

Current Use
At the present time, the Saticoy Depot is vacant and has been so for over two years. As noted

above, prior to this cr¡rrent period, the structure and accompanyrng grounds were utilized as a

building supply wa¡ehouse and ya¡d, from the mid-1960s to approximately 2013. The most

recent Énarrts fully utilized the structure's intedor, and thereforq it was maintained to a certain

degree. Some basic m¿intenance was also perfomred on the building's exterior. Since the

stnrctue was vacate{ it has become increasingly overgrown with vegetation" particulady on the

tack side of the building. It has also been vandalized with spray-paint. The building has been

broken into numerous times and through this process damage has been done to historic fabric,
primarily windows and doors.

Integrity
fhe Saiicoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot retains all seven aspects of integrity. The seven

aspects of integrity, as defined by the Secretary of the Interior include: integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The Depot has never been moved from the location where it was constn¡cted historically.

Therefoie, the building retains integfity of location. In addition, the sütrcture maintains integrity

of its original design The Saticoy Depot was designed and consEucted by Southern Pacific

Railroad Company following standard plans for a Two-story Combination Depot No. 17. This

form of depot was designed for specific use to accommodate both passenger and freight service.

The elements that define the Saticoy Depot as a Two Story Combination Depot No. 17 are extant

and therefore its integrity ofdesign is intact.

In terms of the integnty of setting the surrounding physical environment of the Saticoy Depot

remains consistent wift tne historic period to the extent that integrity of setting is not negatively

impacted. Over the years, Saticoy's population has increased however most of the parcels that

sgrround the Depot have not been divided. On either side of the railroad right of wayo the larger
parcels, once used to support the agricultural commrmity, have evolved into commercial

businesses and storage facilities and re,main in keeping with hisûoric setting. lVhile there have

been stn¡ctures consfitrcted in relatively close proximity to the Depot, they are noa-contributing

and could be easily removed without affecting the Depot's integrity. In addition, the Depot

retains its original relationship to the railroad. Overall, the building retains inteslty of setting.
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Historic fabric throughout the Saticoy Southem Pacific Railroad Depot is overuihelmingty intact.
While alterations have been made to the building, they have not negatively impacted historic
fabric overall. Most of the alterations that have been made to the building are superficial.
Historic fabric, in the form of framing, floors, wall and ceiling finishes, windows and doors as

well as exterior siding is intact throughout. Therefore, the Depot retains integdty of materials. As
a large quantity of original material exists, integlty of workmanship is also intact. While not
sysrwlrclmingly stylistic, the workmanshþ of the Depot, in combination with design and

materials, does identiff it as a stn¡ctt¡re built by the Southem Pacific Railroad Company.

Finally, The Saticoy De,pot retains integrify of feeling and association. Because Southem Pacific
Railroad Company employed standard designs in the construction of its depot buildings, the

buildings selÊidentiff as associated with the company as well as with the railroad itself. The
railroad line still runs through Satico¡ furtlrer aiding in the retention of integrity of feeling and

association of the Saticoy Depot. Overall, the Saticoy Sor¡thern Pacific Railroad Depot retains its
historic integrity and is able to convey its histotic significance accurately.
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Statement of Significance

X

Applicable National Register Criteria
Ct"t*t 

ux' in one or moreboxes for the criteria qualiffing the property for National Register

listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the

broad patterns of or¡r history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of atype, period, ormethod of
construction or rçresents the work of a master, or ltossesses high artistic values,

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity wtrose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark'A" in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birttplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, objecL or stn¡cture

F. A commemorative propÊrtY

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Are¡s of Significance
(Enter categories from insructions.)
TRANSPORTATION
COMMERCE
Ð(PLORATION/SETTLEMENT

X
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Period of Significance
1887-1912

Significant Dates
NOVEMBER 1887

Significant Penson

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

ArchitectlBuilder
SOUTIIERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Staúement of Significance Summary Paragraph
The Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion A, at the local level for its association with the Southern Pacific

Railroad Company aûd its impacts to the local economy and development of both Saticoy and

greater Ventura County. The Depot is also eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic

Þhcer under Criterion C for its association with the Southern Pacific Railroad Company and its
possession of distinctive characteristics that relate it to the railroad. The period of significance

zu A" structr¡re is defined as 1886 (the year of its construction),to l9l2.lnl9l2, a modern road

connection was made across the Santa Clara River. The Saticoy Depot sustained its significance

for the shipment of freight for decades. However, after the modern road connection was made in
lglz,the commercial center of Saticoy proper begaû to reorient accordingly.

Historical Context
Between 1800 and 1900, the geography of America Ìvas drastically altered" bottl in terms of
actual size as well as in its population disbibution Between the same years, the physical size of
the United States increased by fourteen times and the percentage of the American population

living in the west increased from 7o/o to roughly 600/o.' The reasons for this '\r¡estward

expansior¡'o as it is often referred, are many. Inarguabl¡ one of the primary reas¡ons was the

abitlty of movement made possible by the expansion of the rail system througbout the cormtry.

Cleady, population migration and the expansion of the rail system are inorEicably linked.

In the mid to late 19ú centrryn the expansion of the railroad was possible due to fi¡nds and lands

made available by the fede'ral government' In 1s66' Southern Pacific Railroad'\n¡as the recipieirt

of a Federal Land Crrant of ten alternaæ sectioas of land on each side of the road to be built"
presumably fum San Francisco, to connect with the projected Atlantic and Papific railroad near

1 Vandeirbroucke, Guillar¡me. 2008. "The U.S. rüestwrd Expansion." Intertutional konomic Revíew 81'110.
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the eastern bor:ndary of California...In 1871, an additional grant of the same nature was made to
the Southern Pacific for constnrction of a railway from Tehachapi Pass, by way of Los Angeles,
to meet the Texas Pacific railroad at or near the Colorado River. To comply with these

Congressional acts, and to prevent competition, the Southem Pacific, by 1890, had constructed a

far-reaching network of rails to serve Southern California"' This rail expansion throughout
Califonria made the transport of both goods and people in and out of the State a possibility.

Despite the coming of the railroad, California's economy remained relatively sluggish from the
mid to late 1800s. With the development of the raikoad, prosperity in California was expected,

but was yet to be realized at the turn of the century. Because the railroad was already in the
process of expanding through the State, the success of Southern Pacific was somewhat linked to
the overall economic health of California. "successful railroad operations in several areas

depended on social and economic progress in California. Freight and passenger traffic, the
principal source of the railroad's income, was of course directly related to the population and

è"ooo-y of the state..."3 Southern Pacific began aggressiveþ promoting California throughout
the country. The result of this aggressive advertising ï¡asi a population boom closely linked to the
success of the rail¡oad.

During the same period that the railroad was expanding throughout California the State was also

undergoing an agricultural revolution. The crops being gro\ün in California" along with the
methods employed to grow the,m" were drastically altered within this same time frame. In
general, Califomia's agricultural emphasis shifted from wheat to fruit and farming methods

became much more industrialized. Some of this change is due to the development of the railroad.
The expansion of the railroad throughout California allowed access to areas th¿t had previously
been geographically isolated, such as Ventura County and Saticoy. This new access allowed
goods and people to flow more freely into such areas. The result was a healthier state economyn

aided in large part by its agricultural exports, as well as land booms directly associated with
rail¡oad development throughout the State.

The Satìcoy Southern Paciftc Railroad Dqot ís eligíblefor lìsting in the Nølíonøl Regìster of
IIìstorìc Ploces unde¡ C¡íte¡ion A øt the local Isel.fo¡ íß assocíatíon wíth the Soathern
Pocifrc Railrood Cotttpony ond íß ínryacß to the econorrqÌ ond developnent of Satícoy and
greøter Yentu¡a Coun$t

Between 1863 and 1869, the transcontinental rafüoad was under consfft¡ction. By 1890, the
rail¡oad had not only come west but Southern Pacific had constructed a network of rail to serve

Southern Califomia Along with this network, Sor¡them Pacific consftrcted depots to
accommodate fr"ighq as well as passenger service. Southem Pacific haÅ26 ståndard designs for

103-119.
3 geact, Frank L. 1969. nThe Effects ofthe Westçard Movem€nt on California's Growth and Development' l9(n-1920.'

Internatíoilal Mígratíon Review ?&35.
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depots that wene employed tbroughout the county. A depot design $¡as choseri for use based on
the specific needs of the area in which it was to be located. These depot sEuetu¡es were often
prefabricated in a central location" transported by rail, and assembled on site. Saticoy would have

been prefabricated in Southern Pacific's Sacra¡nento shop, shipped to Saticoy via rail and

assembled on site in Saticoy. The Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot was constnrcted in
November 1887, as part of the great expansion of the Southern Pacific Rail System, ongoing at

the time.

The Saticoy Depot served rail that tr¿veled through the Santa Clara Valley between Saugus, in
Los Angeles County, to Ventura County. This date is contemporary with all of the other depots

that Southem Pacific constructed in Ventura County and in Southern Califomia in general.

Thirteen other depots were also constn¡cted in that year throughout the County of Ventura at the

following locations: Oxnard, Santa Susana Santa Paula" Fillmore, Piru, Ojai, Camarillo,
Moorpark, Sespe, Carrulos, Somis, Montalvoo and downtown Ventua. The rail stop at Saticoy
was part of the Saugus to Ventt¡ra line which ran from Saugr¡s to Ventura and then headed nortþ
up the coast to Santa Barbara Saticoy was part of the Santa Paula Branch, Ventr¡ra Subdivision,

Los Angeles Division. Of the for¡rteen Southern Pacific Railroad Depots once located in
Ventura County, six remain, including the one in Saticoy.

As was the case in numerous towns across the American West, the railroad played a major role
in the development of Saticoy as a commrmity. Saticoy was founded in January of 1872 and

established its own post office, with Eugene A. Duval as its posffiaster, in July of 1873.

Although it was on the map prior to the coming of the rail¡oa4 development was slow.

Saticoyos formding as a pioneer settlement is atüibuted to William de Forrest Richards. Richards
pr:rchased 850 acres in the Saticoy a¡ea in 1868. At the time the railroad was expected to come

through the Santa Clara Valley, Richards began speculating on the land he had, splitting it into

smaller lots and advertising it in local pap€rs.

Before the Saticoy Depot building rilas even constructed, it played a pivotal role in Saticoy's
development. William de Forest Richards war¡ approached by Southem Pacific with a request

for land on which to locate a depot. Richards reñ¡se{ instead demanding an inflated price frorn
Southern Pacific for his land. In reslronse, Southern Pacific rerouted the proposed rail route off
of Richard's properfy entirely. This rerouting, along with that of the D€pot, effectively moved

the geographic center of Saticoy. IVhile two separate sections of Saticoy co-existed for a time'
that established by southern Pacific eventually thrived while the original town site, located on
Ricþard's land, diminished in relevancç. After the Depot was constructed, on the location where

it sits toda¡ it became the center of developme,lrt within the Commrmity.

In addition to the impacts that the coming of the rail¡oad and the Saticoy DWot had on the
Saticoy commrmity, these developments also had impacts on greater Ventura Cotrnty. Prior to
the coming of the railroad, the geographic area currently known as Ventr¡ra was primarily
occupied with rancho settle,ments. The population density in the County was low, especially
outside the more urbanized core of Ventura proper. Several dry years in the mid-1860s made
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cattle rariching on these rancho lands unprofitable for many in Southern Califomia. The result of
these unfortumte circumstances \ilas experimentation in crop cultivation on lands that had
historically been used for grazing, ultimately leading to the creation of a profitable citrus market.

After the coming of the railroad, agicultural land in Ventu¡a Cor¡nty was much more viable in
terms of getting goods to ma¡ket. *Until the railroad came to Ventura" there were only two lvays
to get in and out of town. Passengers, if they were hardy enough" could take the ovcrland route,
requiring a tricþ, time-consuming trek up primitive roads over the hills, or a mad dash through
the surf on the Rincon. Freight was quite another matter. For heavy or large loads, the sea was
the easiest way. Ships docked at Ventura Pier starting in 1872...8ut local boosters dreamed of
rails to move the agricultural products and crude oil of the area to waiting markets, and in 1887
Southern Pacific oblige4 running a branch line from Saugus through Santa Paula to Ventura" and
then up the coast to Santa Barbara" o The Santa Cla¡a Valley, in which Saticoy is located, is a
region which was much less accessible before the railroad carne through.

The availability of rail transport allowed the a¡ea to take part in the agricultural revolution that
had swept Southern California during the previous decades. By the time the railroad anived in
Ventura County, the citrus industry, along with other agricultural industries, were ready for a
form of reliable transportation for their goods. "By 1900, Saticoy had become a center of the
walnut indushy and a major shipping point for lima beans, sugar beets, and barle¡ corr¡ hay,
dried apricots and stock.'Ð The Saticoy Depot played an instn¡mental role in the development of
the local economy, as it was one ofthe local points for drop-offand transfer of agricultural goods
to be transported by rail to points north and east. The expansion of the railroad in Ventrna
County specifically aided in the shipment of local agricultural goods to market on the localo
regional, and national level, which had large and lasting impacts on the local economy and
development of the area.

The Satícoy Southern Pacífrc Røil¡oad Depot ß elígíhlcþr listíng in the Nøtíonal Regßter of
Hìstorìc Ploces uade¡ Criterbn C for iß embodínent of dístínøíve charucterístics that
øssociate ítwtúh the Soúhe¡n Pocfrc Raílroad Compøny and define Íl øs a ¡ail¡ood depot of a
pørtícular períod of tíme ín history.

As mentioned above, the Sæicoy Depot was prefabricated in Sacramento, shipped by rail ûo

Saticoy and consüucted on site. In its days of rampant expansior¡ Southern Pacific, along with
the other large rafuoad companies, had standard designs that they employed throughout the areas
in which they were developing. To match the pace at which they were building rail, Southern
Pacific needed countless sftrctures built in va¡ious locations, ûuny to serve essentially the same
purpose. For these rsasoils, staûdard designs provided a practical and cost effective option At
the time the Saticoy Depot was constructed, Soutlrern Pacific was regularly rúilizing

a Unknown" Author. 1987. "Railroad Línked Liule Ventr¡¡a ûo big-city Bustl e.n Yista" ldarch & 20.
5 Veirtura' County of. 2014*Histmic Resources Survey & Context for the Town of Saticoy.- 17.
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Approximately 26 standard depot plans.

The Saticoy Depot is known to be a Two-Story Combination Depot No. 17. The Two'Story
Combination Depot No. 17 was designed to accommodate the needs of freight and passenger

rail, as well as provide living quarters for the station master. In general, the primary mass of the

struct¡¡re is a two-story squ¿ne plan. The space on the ground floor was historically utilized to
provide passenger-relaæd sen¡ices, ticketing for example, while the living quarters for the station

master were loõated on the second story. At the northeast end of tlre building a one-story wing
extends in a rectangular plan. Historically, this section of the structure was utilized to
accommodate freight.

Many of the characteristics that define the Saticoy Depot as a railroad depot are currently extant.

ftre 
-UuitOing's 

historic relationship to the railroad corridor is still intact The floorplan of the

building, rmique to its fi¡nction as a railroad d.pot" is also intact. The Combination Depot No. 17,

as defined Ui Ae floorplan of the structure is associated directly with The Southem Pacific

R¿ilroad Company and the great expansion of the railroad that occurred in the western states

around the tum of the certury. Its extant cha¡acteristics and high degree of integrity relay the

sfuctures historic associations accurately.

SectiæE-End-Page 6



Uniþd Stabg f}tp¡rünent of the lnþrior
Nationel Part S€ryiæ / Nâüonâl Regisbr of Historic Plecæ Regisination Fom
NPS Form l0gþ OMB ilo. 1o2,1{Xr18

Saticoy Southem Pæiñc Railrcad Depot
Name of Property

8. Major Bibliographical References

Ventura, CA
County and State

Bibtiography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Books
Bender, Henry E. Jr. Southem Pacific Lines Stondard.Design Depots. Signaturç Press, ftme 10, 2013.

Brant, Cherie. Hßtoric Raílroads of Yentura County. Del Sol Publications, 2003.
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\ileb Resounces
County of Ventura Assessor's Office. Research tur Data'

http : // qss ess or. countv ofv entur a. org/r es e ar c h/ r e s e ar c h- htm l-
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual tisting (36 CFR 67) has been requested

- 
previously listed in the National Register

ously determined eligible by the National Register

-designated 

a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

- 
State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

- 
Federal agency

X_ Local government

_ University
_ Other

Name of repositoryi

Ilistoric Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 

-

#

9. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 2.13 ACRES (Ventura County Assessor)

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

L¡titude/Longitude Coordin¡tes (decimal degccs)
Datum if other than WGS84:-
(enter coordinat€s to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude:34.28461619 Longitude:-119.14614160
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Verbal Boundary Dcscription

The Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot is located on a 2.13 ¿rcre parcel in the
unincorporated community of Saticoy, Ventura County. The APN for the properly is 090-
014-102.

Boundary Justific¡tion

The boundary was selected as such based on current and historic parcel information.
Although there are non-contributing resources located on the parcel, integrity of the Depot
location and its relationship to the railroad is intact. In addition, the selected boundary
coincides with the legal parcel. Therefore, the entire parcel is included in tlre nomination.

10. Fom Prepared þ
name/title: Rachel Beth Perzel
organization: N/A
sheet & number: 330 West Simoson Street
city ortor¡miVentura_ state: Califomia zip code: 93001
e-mail : rbperzel@ s¡nail. com
telephone: Q 32) ?33:3997
date: Augusl 2017

Addition¡l Documcnt¡tion
Submit the following items with the completed form:

I Maps: A USGS rnrp or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properfy's
location.

Sketch mep for historic districts and properties having large acreage or mrmerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

a

o Additional items: (Check with the SIIPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minirnuur), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (píxels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be nr¡mbered and that nr¡mber must conespond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicit¡ the name of the photographer,
photo daþ etc. may be listed once on the phoûograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on
everyphotograph' 
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Location Map
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Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot
1 1220 Azahar Street
Ventura County (Saticoy), Califomia
Parcel APN: t90014102
Acreage:2.13
Latitude: 34.284616 Longitude: -119.146141
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Photo Log

Name of Property: Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot

Cþ or Vicinity: Ventura (Unincorporated Saticoy)

County: Ventura State: Califonria

Photographer: Stephen Schafer

Date Photographed: May 4, 2An (ffi'#14) ll0lday 2014 (#15-#16)

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
c¿tmera:

Photograph #1(CA-VenturaCounty-SaticoySouthemPacificRailroadllepot-0ü)l):
View õf tl" Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot from a distance. Notice relationship of
Depot to non-contributing stnrctures as well as to the railroad tracks. Photo taken from the

rooth with ca6era facing north. Southwest and southeast (track side) elevations of building
visible in photo.
Photograph # 2 (CA_VentursCounty-SaticoySouthemP¡cifieR¡ilroedDepot-0ü)2:
View õf Sãti"oy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot taken from the south with camera facing

north. Southwest and southeast (track side) elevations of building visible in photo.

Photograph #3 (CA_VentunCounty-SaticoySouthemP¡cificRailro¡dDepot-0ü)3):
View õf Ae southeast façade of the Saticoy Southem Pacific Railroad Depot. Photo taken

from the sor¡theast with camera facing northwest.

Photograph ff4 (C.d_VenturaCountyrsaticoySouthemP¡ciñcR¡ilroadDepot-0(M):
Norttrwest façade of the freight room section of Saticoy Southern Pacific Railroad Depot.

Photo taken from the northeast, camera facing southeast-

Photograph #5 (CA_VenturaCounty-SaticoySouthemPacificRailroedDepot-ü105):
Northwesf façade of the Depot showing freight room and ¡¡vo story section of building. Photo

taken from the northeast, with the camera facing southwesL

Photograph #6 (CA_VenturaCounty-SaticoySouthemP¡ciñcR¡ilroadDepot-0fi)6):
Sor¡thwest corner of the D€pot. Southwest and sor¡theast facades partially visible. Photo

taken fromthe southwesto oamera facing southeast-

Photograph #7 (CA_VentumCounty¡$atieoySouthemP¡ciñcRrilroadDepot-llfi)T):
Northãast gable e,nd õf Saticoy Southem Pacific Raihoad Depot. Photo taken from inside the

addition which exists onthe 6¡¡l¡ling's northeast end (non-historic/non-contributing). Photo

taken fromthe northeasto looking sor¡thwesL

Photograph #E (CA_VenturaCounty-SrticoySoutherlPeciñcRailroadDepot-0fl)8):
Interioi vièw of Saticoy Sor¡thern Pacific Railroad fÞpot. Photo taken from the interior of
main space on the ground floor ofthe station (historically the *offiçe). Photo taken with the

ca¡nera facing south.
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Photograph #9 {Crf.-Ventlrracornty_SaûícoySouthernPncüïcRailroâdDepot-0009):
{nterior view of,saticoy Southem Pacific Railroad Ðepot freight room. Fhoto taken rougietry

frorn enh'ance into ttrre freight room (ftorn the station)" Canrera facing north east"

Photograph #10 {CAJenturaCounty_saticoySouthernPaci{icR¿ilroadDepot-0Û1CI):
Interior stairwell. Staks tread &ono the bottorn to tÍre second story of the station. Ca¡nera

facing northeast.
Photograph #11 {CA_VenturaCounty_saticoySouthernPacificRnilroadDepot-0011}:
Interior view of secolrd story hatrlway. Camera facing southwest"

Photogrnph#12 (CA_VenturaCounty_SaticoySouthernPacilicRailroadDepot-0012):
Interior view of second story of,station {southern-most room)" Photo taken wittr the cafilera
facing east"

Photograph #13 {CÄ_VenturaCounty_saticoySouthernPacificRailroadDepot-0013}:
trnterior view of seoond story of station (southem-*aost roorn). Calnera faciag southeast.

Photograph #14 (C"4,*VenturaCounty_SaticoySouthernPacificRailroadDepot-0014):
{nterior view of,second story of building (northern-most room)" Carr¡era facing north.

Photograph #15 iC.{_VenturaCounty-saticoySouthernPacificR.ailroadDepot 0015}:

Exterior of the northeast façade of the Ðepot. Photo included to sb¡cw f,eatures that trave since

been çovered d¡¡e to boalded windows" Photo taken approxiurateiy three years agû"

Photograph #16 (CÀ_VenturaCounty-saticoySouthernPacifïcR¡ilroadllepot-0016);
Fhoto inctrr¡ded to show featr¡res that have since been covered dt¡e to boa¡ded windows" Photo

taken approximateXy three years ago.

Photograph Key-Exterior Photos

V
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PHo¡o KeV r¡rÀp S^rÉo't ÐeÍ'or.
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Photograph Key-Interior Photos

List of Figures

Fígure #1 (CÀ_VenturacCIunty_saticoySouthernPacificRailroadllepot-001Q: Historic
photo of Saticoy Depot. Description of photograph in archives states: "Saticoy Railroad
Depot, train in front 1956." Photo oourtesy of the Museum of Ventura Couoty Research

Center; Photo Number: 1333Û-87.
Figure #2 {CA_VenturaCounty_SaticoySouthernPacificRailroadDepot-0018):
Description of,Photograph of Saticoy Depot. Description in archives states: *191S? Stoddard

Dayton Automobile in front of Saticoy Depot. WiU Wright and Harding in or¡r first auto-

Stoddard Dayton- at Saticoy Depot. Auto has right hand drive." Photo courtesy of the

Museum ofVentwa County Resea¡ch Center; Photo Number: 2576.
Figure # 3: Sanbom Map Company Map-Dated April, 1921
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