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Statistical Research, Inc. (SRI), undertook photographic documentation of the Robert Pfeiler Farm-
house as part of the John Laing Homes Pfeiler Property Project, located in Oxnard's Northeast Com-
munity Specific Plan area of westem Ventura County, California (Tentative Tract No. 5389). A
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) was prepared for this project, in compliance with
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (Dudek & Associates 2003). In terms of
cultural resources, several mitigation measures were identified that would reduce the identified potential
impacts of the project to less than significant levels. Documenting the Robert Pfeiler Farmhouse prior to
its demolition is one of these mitigation measures, and it was recommended by the Ventura County Cul-
tural Heritage Board after a hearing on the project on March 10, 2003. Documentation of the farmhouse
consists of:

. a summary of the history of the property

. a footprint diagram of the building, pool, and outbuildings
o a footprint diagram of the building, pool, and outbuildings with a photographic key for images

taken of the building and associated features in 2003
. 57 photographs taken in 2003 to document the interior and exterior of the building prior to

demolition
. 17 historical photographs (most likely all taken by Robert Pfeiler himself) of the building, pool,

and outbuildings
. compilation of a folder of information used by Robert Pfeiler and his wife when planning for

construction of the farmhouse

History of the Property

Robert Pfeiler (1908-2002) was a fourth-generation Ventura County resident who spent essentially all of
his life on an Oxnard ranch in an area between Rose Avenue and Oxnard Boulevard, south of Gonzales
Road. His property was part of what had been a much larger parcel, originally purchased by German
immigrants Gottfried Maulhardt, Jacob Maulhardt, and Johannes Borchard from Juan Camarillo in 1872.
By 1873, most of the land belonged to Gottfried Maulhardt. By the time of his death in 1898, Maul-
hardt's holdings had dwindled to approximately 30 acres (for more-detailed information on the history of
the property, see Majewski and Tolley 120021). On July 5,1904, his widow, Sophia, sold the acreage to
Louis Pfeiler. Pfeiler gave the farm to his eldest son Albert as a wedding gift on September 3,1904
(Maulhardt 2001:444). Albert and his family maintained residence on'the farm until early 1938, when
Albert passed the property on to his son Robert, after his wedding on December 5,1.937 (Ventura County
Star-Free Press,19 February 1967:10). After Robert died in 2002, members of his family owned the
property until it was sold to John Laing Homes in late 2003.

In recent years, prior to development of the parcel by John Laing Homes, the Pfeiler Farm property
comprised 19 historical-period buildings and structures, some of which are grouped by readily visible
relations. One grouping consists of the 1948-1949 Robert Pfeiler Farmhouse, pool, and outbuildings that
are the subject of this report. Another includes the 1873 Maulhardt/Pfeiler Farmhouse; the Winery/Store-
house, probably built in the late 1870s, and a barn/garage believed to have been built prior to 1905. The
remainder of the buildings occur on the northern portion of the parcel, and include a small garage, a

utility building, a large equipment bam, and an ancillary barns/storage building group. Majewski and
Tolley (2002) describe and evaluate all of the buildings as to their significance and eligibility for listing
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in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical Resources
(California Register), and as Ventura County Landmarks. Of the 19 buildings and structures, the 1873
Maulhardt/Pfeiler Farmhouse, the Winery/Storehouse, and the pre-1905 barn/garage were recommended
as eligible for listing in the California Register and as Ventura County Landmarks. These three buildings
will remain on a small (0.86-acre) lot and be protected with a preservation covenant and preserved for
historical uses.

While the 1948-1949 Robert Pfeiler Farmhouse, pool, and outbuildings were not recommended as

eligible for listing in either the NRHP, the California Register, or as Ventura County Landmarks,
Majewski and Tolley (2002) describe and minimally document the complex. The current report,
however, extensively photodocuments all aspects of the farmhouse, pool, and outbuildings in the
complex.

Sometime prior to the fall of 1948, the original Maulhardt barn (Majewski and Tolley 2002:Figure 6)
was demolished to make room for Robert Pfeiler's new farmhouse on the property. According to Susan
Pfeiler Brown (personal communication 2003), some elements of the barn were incorporated into the
foundation of the new farmhouse. Robert Pfeiler and his wife Beny built a home in the at-that-time new
Ranch style. As noted in Nequette and Jeffery (2002:292-293):

It is primarily the California architect Cliff May who should be credited with the
creation of the modern ranch house, as he was both designer and promoter of a house
form that would accommodate and encourage the kind of familial closeness and
hospitality that was part of early Californian Hispanic culture. May based his designs on
nineteenth-century California adobe haciendas or ranchos, which were L- or U-shaped in
plan, thus creating a courtyard that was in many ways the primary living space of the
house. The buildings hugged the ground, with low-pitched roofs and rather understated
front facades of simple vertical openings. The relatively open interiors were most
probably the,influence of the Prairie-style house by Frank Lloyd Wright. May designed
many houses in San Diego and Los Angeles in the 1930s that were subsequently
published in Sunset magazine, but it was in the late 1940s postwar housing boom that the
style was exported to other western states and evolved into the more common linear
form associated with the popularity of the automobile and the larger lot sizes of
suburban residential neighborhoods.

Although no original plans could be located for the Robert Pfeiler Farmhouse, either in the Ventura
County Planning Department or with family members, it is clear that the house was built along the
designs of May and other architects who were influenced by him at the time. The U-shaped house was
custom finished. Pfeiler and his wife spent long hours prior to building the house researching different
materials and fixtures, and apparently acted in some sense as their own contractors, corresponding with
suppliers and placing orders (see folder of materials compiled from the Pfeilers' originals records). Many
of these fixtures and materials are visible in the interior photographs of the house taken in 2003. Appar-
ently their pool was the "frst family swimming pool" in Oxnard (Mitchell 2002:83).

The house went up quickly, as evidenced in the series of historical photographs provided here. The
foundation was laid in late summer-early fall of 1948, and by January 1949,the building was largely
completed. We are fortunate to have many photographs that were dated on the actual prints. This is
probably a result of Robert Pfeiler's interest in photography and the fact that he developed much of the
film he shot. He was also apparently a great chronicler of events-and building this house was clearly a
significant event for him and his family. The pool, BBQ house, and dressing rooms were built in 1952-
1953, and a series of historical photographs documents the sequence of their construction. Both the
historical and 2003 photographs show the Pfeilers' interest in landscaping over the years.
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Photographic Documentation

As noted above, the photographic documentation consists of 57 photographs taken in 2003 and 17
historical photographs. Preceding the documentation are two figures. One is a footprint of the house floor
plan and the pool and outbuildings. This was created by SRI because no original construction documents
could be found for the house. A copy of the footprint with photographic locations for the 2003 images is
also included, to allow the reader to visualize the layouts of the interior and exterior of the house and
other buildings. In all photographs, the cardinal directions indicate direction of view (i.e., which wall of
the room). In the 2003 images, photographs are grouped first by interior shot, then by exterior shots.
Figures 1-35 were taken on April21, 2}03,by Eric Means of Means Design and Building Corporation,
Tucson, Arizona. Figures 36 and 37 were taken on December 12,2003, by Van Martin of John Laing
Homes, Van Nuys, California. The historical photographs were most likely all taken by Robert Pfeiler
and used here courtesy of his daughter, Susan Pfeiler Brown.
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Floor plan of 1948-1949 Robert Pfeiler Farmhouse, pool, and outbuildings.
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