






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































13. Condit ion: Excellent _2lGood _Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence _ 

None apparent 
14. Alterations: ---------------------------------------

16. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. !f necessary) Open land building$ __ Xoensely built·up __ 
Residential __ Commercial _Other: 

16. Threau to site: None development_ Zoning_ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project _ Other: 

x 
17. Is the structure: On its original site? Moved? Unknown?----

Stone walls, mature oaks, Pierpont Cottages 
18. Related features:-----------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house is significant architecturally because it was designed 
by Julia Morgan, one of California's first women architects, who 
also designed Hearst Castle. Miss Morgan designed the house for 
Josephine Pierpont Ginn in 1907. It was one of her earliest 
houses in Southern California and was done similar to Greene and 
Greene's craftsman style. The house was built on the woodsy 
grounds of the Pierpont Cottages. Mrs. Ginn' s first husband, 
Dr. ·Ernest Pierpont, had retired to Ojai for health reasons in 
the 1890s. The Pierponts took in guests from nearby Thacher 
School and gradually built a main lodge and several cottages, 
which became quite successful as a popular resort. Dr. Pierpont 
died in 1905 and Josephine married Frederick Ginn. They built 
the house designed by Julia Morgan in 1908. Philip Pierpont, 
Jr. still owns the house and cottages. Today the cottages are 
rented out on a long-term basis • ._---------------------. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of importance.) 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement __ _ 

Government Military --------
Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Longstreth, R. J. Mor an Archite t 
Winter & Gebhard, Architecture i 
L.A. & So. Cal.; Gidney, Histor of 
s. Barb., San Luis Obis o & Ven. Co. 

-22. Date form prepar.ed ,.,.,.._....,,.,..,,,...,... ________ _ 
By (name) .Judy Tr iem 

1 

o·ganization Cultural Heritage Board 
A

· .d eoo s. V'ictot±aave. a ress: __ .....,,..,........,...,.,,.,., ______ -..,.....,.,......,..,.,_ 

C.
1
_ ventura 93009 
•7 Zip ___ _ 

Phone-: --...,6 ... 5"'"'4 .... .... 7_...,..6 ___ _ 



State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER . NA _6_ SHL L ~ -- OC-
UTM: All/2986AOtJ815300 B 

c 0 

IDENTIFICATION 
1. Common name: --=D~e,;;,;;.;n~h~a~m~~L~o~r~d;,;;_~R~e~s~1~·a~e~n~c~e"----------------------

2. Historic name: --=D;.;:e;.:;n~h"""a_m--..L::.:o_r::..;:;;d'--R-e_s=i..-d_e_n...,c-.e _______________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: __ 4.:..2::..:.7.-:4:..--:T=-h=a~c .... h~e::.:r=--.-R-o .. a::.:d=-----------------------
Citv __ ..;O:;;..i.j.:::a:.:i:.......;.v.;;;i~c..;.. _________ Zip 9 3 0 2 3 County __ v .... eo;.;n ... t..iu111oor..,..a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: _..a2 .... 9~---M0-"2i..la0.:...--0=4.;:.;0.,__ __________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: _ .. A;i..iu..,g111oou_sl..lot""'a"--I.,.,,lojo..,r~d------------Address: _ _.s ... a ... m ..... e _______ _ 

Citv _____________ Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private __ ...,. __ _ 

6. Present Use: ..Si D\lle famj ly resi d.En:ice Original use: __ s .. a......,mw;;;e.._ ____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: Modern 
7b. Briefly describe the present phy:sical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

-

original condition: 

Irregular in shape, this stucco clad residence has a combination 
flat low shed roof. A wide overhang with exposed rafters is found 
over the main entrance. A portion of the overhang is covered with 
stucco and has recessed lights. A flat roof covers the patio on 
the west side. The roof is supported by simple wood columns. A 
shed roof covers the carport on the northeast side of the house. 
Clerestory windows provide ventilation. Other windows are metal 
casement. The brick chimney has been whitewashed. On the interior 
are several built-ins including pocket doors, sofa, and music 
cabinets. 

a. 

ft!'!!!~, 10. 

bit 11 

12. 

Construction date: 19 4 2 
Estimated Factual X 

Architect ~"!sten Pierpont 

Builder unknown 

Approx. propertl( size (in feet) 
Frontage Depth----
or approx. acreage __ 1_0 ___ _ 

Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) 

4-85 

DPR 523 (Re\6.d/79) 176 



13. Condition:~ Excellent _Good __ Fair ....,L. Deteriorated __ No longer in existence _ 

14. Alterations: 
None apparent 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than on11 if necessary) Open land .JScattered buildings~ Densely built-up _ 
Residential _x_rndustrial __ Co~mercial __ Other: .... A"""'4g .... r_.j._.c_1.,.1_.l_.t ... 1 .... 1 r ...... e ___________ _ 

16. Threau to site: None knowniPrivate development_ Zoning_ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. 11 the nructure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown?----

18. Related features: 
Citrus and avocado orchard, barn, stone walls, mature oaks 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.} 

The house was designed by Austen Pierpont in 1942 for Denham 
Lord and his family. Mr. Lord was Superintendent of Schools and 
taught at Thacher School. His first wife was a music teacher 
and the house was designed, in part, with music cabinets to 
accommodate her teaching. Mr. Lord's parents also worked at 
Thacher School. The house is architecturally significant 
because it shows Austen Pierpont's versatility as a local 
architect. Almost directly across the street is one of the 
first houses he designed about 1918 in the English Cottage 
style. This later house was featured in the July 1945 issue of 
Sunset Magazine. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

20. Main theme of the historic resource : (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) UNOROH 

21. 

22. 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------­
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----

Government Military ---------
Religion Social/Education------

Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Augusta Lord, 4-8 
Sunset Magazine , July 1945 

Date form prepared _s_-_B_S _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Tri em 
Organization Cultural Hedtagi.i lloard 
Address: BOO S. Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 



State of Californis - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RS:CAEATION 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER ___ NA _2_ SHL L .. _ -- oe_ 
UTM: All/298840/3815640 ~ 

HISTORtC RESOURCES INVENTORY . C D 

IOENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:-----------~-~--~-----------------~ 

2. Historic name: __ G_e_n_e_r_a_l_C_h_a_r_l_e_s __ G_._P_e_n_n_e .... Y.__R_e_s_1_· d_e_n_c_e _____________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: 4295 Tha<!::her Road 

Citv Ojai vie. Zip 93023 _______ County Ventura 

4. Parcel number: 014-0-100-080 

5. Present Owner: Robert B. Churchill Address: 530 Paseo Miramara 
----------------------~ 

Citv _ __..P_a .... c ... 1_· f---.i ... c__.P ... a-.-1 ... i .... s ... a ... d---e..-s __ Zip 9 0 2 7 2 Ownership is: Public _____ Private __ ... x..._ __ 

6. Present Use: Single family res idencE>riginal use: __ s_a_m_e _____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
Colonial Revival 7a. Architectural style: 

7b. 8rietly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from iu 
original condition: 

This large two-story residence has a medium pitched hip roof with 
symmetrically placed windows and gable dormer. A hip roof with 
exposed rafters extends across the front supported by square 
columns and wood railing. Wood steps lead to the porch, and a 
lattice skirt covers the raised foundation. The porch has been 
enclosed with screens on one side. The double front door has 
diamond shaped panes. The window above the stairwell has a diamond 
pane design. The house is covered with board and batten siding and 
has a brick chimney. 

8. Construction date: 19 0 7 
Estimated x Factual __ _ 

9. Architect _.t..,T t .... A..._ _____ _ 

10. Builder P0$1idbl¥ ,J~ffies 
T.es1ie 

t 1. Approx. property $ize (in feet} 

Frontage DepW----1. .1 
or approx. acreage------

12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) 

3-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent ~Good __ Fair_ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: 
Back porch enclosed 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than on11 if necessary) Open land J Scattered buildings _.Z Densely built·up __ 
Residential ._X._ Industrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known LPrivate development_ Zoning __ Vandalism 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Mature pines, California pepper trees, stone borders 
1a Related features:------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

Built about 1907 on land purchased from the Pierpont family for 
General Charles G. and Ida Penney, the house is significant 
architecturally as an excellent unaltered example of the Colonial 
Revival style although with a somewhat more rustic feel characteristic 
of Ojai 1 s east end. Believed to· have been built by James Leslie, 
local carpentei, who built several residences in Ojai including many 
of Thacher School 1 s buildings and the main Pierpont Cottage. 

Locational sketch map (dri!w and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) ~NORTH 

21 . 

22. 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure -------
Economic/lnduS"trial _Exploration/Settlement ___ _ 

Governmem Military ---------
Religion Social/Education------

Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview w/ Robert Churchill, 
3-8~1 Helen Griggs, 3-85. 
County Directories, 1910-1926 
1912 Ventura Co. Historical Atla 

Dau form prepared _4_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization Cu 1tnra1 FJeri t7ge Board 
Address: 8 0 0 So. Victoria Ave. 
CitY Ventura Zip 93009 

Ji9. 
~tr,.,.-t" ( 

Cr>H41ti 



State of California - The Resourcii!$ Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PAA KS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER__ NA -6.__ SHL __ Loe __ 
UTM: Al 1 /298670/381 5600 B 

C D 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:-----------,--,----------------------------

Belle Breck Residence - El Pedregal 
2. Historic name:---------------------------------------

3. Street or rural address: ___ 4_3_2_0_T_h_a_c_h_e_r_R_o_a_a_. _______________________ _ 

Citv._ __ o_j_a_i_· _v_i_· c_. __________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ Caunty ___ v_e_n_t_u_r_a _______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 2_9_-_0_2_0_-_0_S_O ___________________________ _ 

6. Present Owner: __ L_u_c_i_l_l_e_a_n_d_J_o_h_n_v_a_n_D .... Y.__k_e ____ Address: __ P_._o_. __ B_o_x_. _3_0_0 ___ _ 

City __ O_.J .... · a_i __________ Zip 9 3 0 2 3 Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Single . family residence original use: __ s_a_m_e _______________ _ 

DESCRIPTION English Cottage 
7a. 
7b. 

Architeetural style: 
Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

This single story stucco residence has a low swept gable roof in 
front. The casement windows are multi-paned with wood shutters. 
The rear of the house is an L-shape with offset gable roof. A 
square bay window is located on the west side of the house. The 
chimney is of stone with stone detailing around fron t entry. There 
is a screened-in porch on the east side of the house. 

Construction date: 1 9 2 8 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

Architect Austen Pierpont 

Builder unknown 

Approx. p1·opert¥ size (in feet) 
Frontage . ..25 l' Depth l eo I 

or approx. acreage-------

Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) 

2-85 
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13. 

14. 

Condition: 

Alterations: 

Excellent __ Good ---X.... Fair_ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

Patio extended, east side screened in 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than on~ if necessary) Open land JScattered buildings ~Densely built·up _ 
Residential ._Z_lndumial __ Commercial_ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known_ll.Private development __ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project _ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

18. Related features: 
Two car stone garage, rock borders, stone steps, mature oaks 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates. events, and persons associated with the site.} 

The house is a good example of Ojai architect Austen Pierpont's 
English Cottage style. It was built about 1928 for Miss Belle 
Breck. Miss Breck, a Kentucky resident, became familiar with 
Ojai when visiting at the Pierpont Cottages. She called her 
home "El Pedregal" which means the stony ground. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of importance.) 

Archite<:ture X Arts & Leisure - -----­
Economic/Industrial _exploration/Settlement----
Government Military-- -------
Religion Social/Education ------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Mrs. Van Dyke, 
Helen Thacher Griggs, 3-85 
City Directories, 1934 

22. Oate form prepared _S_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization Cultural .Heritage 'Rl"'l.:::irr! 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Citv Ventur a Zip 93009 
Phone=~~~6~5~4~-__.3~9~7~6..._ ________ ___ 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streeu, roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

m· 

~NORTH 

Th 4.c..hc.r/ 
'!>c/'l•o 



Ser. No. State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PAA KS ANO RECREATION 

~~!~-A-l_l ..... i_2e_9R_9_1_0_0 ...... /_3_~_~~ SHL -- Loe __ 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY . c 0 

IDENTIFICATION Twin Peaks Ranch 
1. Common name:~-------.,...---------------------------~ 

Twin Peaks Ranch - Donald Dickey 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------

3. Street or rural address: ~,_4_0_3 __ T_h_a_c_h_e_r_R_o_a_a _____________________ _ 

Cl Ojai z· 93023 Ventura t._. ____________________ 1p ________ County ____________ ~ 

4. Parcel number: __ 1_4_-_1,_l_0_-_0_7_0 ___________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ R_o_b_e_r_t_a_n_d_M_a_r_i_l ... Y._n_P_o_w_e_r _____ Address: __ s_a_m_e _________ _ 

Citv ------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public -----Private ___ x __ _ 
6. Present Use: Single family residence,briginal use: __ s_a_m_e _____________ __ 

7a. Architectural style: 

ranch 
Spanish Colonial Revival Style DESCRIPTION 

7b. Briefly describe the prese-nt physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

The main stucco clad house is built in a single story u-shape with 
low-pitched gable tile roof. A shed roof extends across the front 
walkway supported by massive stucco columns. The house is on a 
raised lot with a stone retaining wall. Wood windows and doors are 
recessed. A high tapered stone chimney caps the roofline. Windows 
are both multi-paned and fixed. 

OPR 523 (Re.-: \t/791 

a. Construction date: 19 2 9 
E$timated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect unknown 

10. Builder Sam Hudihu.._x:""'g __ 

Approx. property size (in feet) 
Frontage Depth----
or approx. acreage 5 2 • 7 1 

Oate(s) of enclosed photogra-ph(s) 

11-84 

179 



13. 

14. 

Condition: 

Alterations: 

Excellent __ Good ~ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

Unknown - none apparent 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onff if necessary} Open land ~Scattered buildings~ Densely built-up __ 
Residential _?L.lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: _A-"q_r_i_c_u_l_t_u_r_e ___________ _ 

16. Threau to site: None known~Privata development __ Zoning_ Vandalism 
Public Works project _ Other: 

17. Is the structure: 
x 

On its original site'? Moved'? Unknown?----

Mature oaks, peppers, etc., swimming pool, greenhouse, 
Related features: ---~ ...... ·;........._ ............. +--+-+i.......-.,,..,,.-...... ..;.:+oe......,._..m-,l'T'f"r...,...,.......-~ ............... .,.,....,_.,........,...,+-------tem11 s coar t, Lln ee 111uaeu1 houses aro011a pool 1a 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The main house was built in the 1920s for Donald Dickey. Mr. 
Dickey had been a Thacher School student and later worked for 
the u.s. Geological survey. Sam Hudiburg was the builder. The 
house is significant as an excellent example of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style, and the outbuildings resemble much 
earlier adobe structures al though built in the 19 20 s and 30 s. 
The citrus .t"anch was known as Twin Peaks and later owned by 
easterner Clement Quinn, a mining engineer, who had an "Ojai" 
label made for his citrus. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) UNORTH 

21 . 

22. 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure -------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ___ _ 

Government Military---------
Religion Social/Education------

Sources (List books, documents. surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Harry Voth, 4-85; 
Helen Griggs Thacher, Bill Bowie 
4-85 
City Directories, 1934-1952 

5-85 
Date form prepared---.....-----------

By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization Cul tura 1 Heri taqe Board 
Address: __ a,,,_o_o...,...s_. _v_1_c_€_o_r_1_a __ A_v_e ....... _.. ....... -
citv Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: ___ 6_5_4_-_3_9_7_6 ________ _ 

a·a 

~ 
~ L ~ 

~ 
T f#lc -11€ ,e Pf;. ~ 

~ 

l u 
~ l,J 

~ 



TWIN PEAKS RANCH 

The adobe barn and stable house are in modified L-shape with 
low pitched gable tile roof. The barn has a recessed portion 
with four openings and rough wood supports. All openings 
have wood lintels. 

180 



TWIN PEAKS RANCH 

The foreman's house, built after 1920s, was added onto in the 
1930s. It is built out of adobe with a tile shed roof and 
protruding vigas (beams). The L-shape creates a recessed 
porch supported by wood columns. Wood lintels are found 
above recessed entries and windows. Windows are double hung 
and multi-paned. The patio appears to be of rough clay tile. 

181 



State of California - The Resources Agertc:y 
OEPARTMENT O F PARKS AND RECREAT ION 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER__ NR ~ SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: All /299040/38J532Q B 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY C D 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:~--------~~~----------------~~------~ 

Walter Scott Hughe s Residence 
2. Historic name:--------------------------------------

4424 Thacher Road 
3. Street or ru ral address:-----------------------------------

Ojai vie. 93023 Ventura Cit _________________ Zip _______ County _____________ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 2_9_-_0_2_ 0_-_0_6_0 ____________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: Paula Hughes same _____________________ Address: ____________ _ 

City ______________ Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ x ___ _ 

6. Present Use: Single family residenc e Original use: -------------------same 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: Colonial Revival 
7b. Briefly describe the present phy$ical description of th a site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

. =~= .... 

original conditioo: 
This rather impressive two story rectangular shaped resi.dence is 
arranged with a commanding view of the Ojai Valley. The medium 
pitched gable roof has a wide overhang with exposed rafters under 
the eaves. A squa re gabled bay window is symmetrically placed over 
the second story balcony and has a raised design under the gable. 
The balcony, supported by square wood columns and curved brackets, 
extends the length of the house and across the south side . A 
square bay window with a shed roof and dentil details is located on 
the north side. The double front doors have multi-paned glass with 
sidelights. 

8. Construction date: 1 B 9 8 
Estimated X Factual ---

9. Architect _uru_,_m_rn_m _____ _ 

10. Buildor Edward Thacher/ 
pr , E . Pierpont 

11. Approx. propert¥ size (in feet) 

Frontage Cf~th---­
or appro)(. acreage-------

12. Date(s) of enclosed photogr11Ph(s) 

3-85 
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13. Condition: Excelleo\ ffiGood _X__ Fair __ Deteriorated~ No longer in existence _ 
Adai ion o:fl:>edroom and stuuy on ground floor and 
windows enlarged 

14. Alterations: 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land ~Scattered buildings __ Xoensely built·up __ 
Residential _K_lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

TS. Threau to site: None known_!_Private development_ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 

17. 

18. 

Public Works project__ Other: 

1$ the structure: 

Related features: 

x 
On its original site? Moved? Unknown? ----

Mature oaks, stone patio and borders, large circular drive 

in front of house 
SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons auociated with the site.I 

The house was built for Walter Scott Hughes, a wine importer, in 
1898 possibly by James Leslie, local builder. Mr. Scott came to 
Ojai from Milton, Massachusett to improve his son's health. 
Scott used Ojai as a winter home. His son Walter attended 
Thacher School and later graduated as a research scientist from 
M.I.T. In 1947 Walter and Paula Hughes settled in Ojai. The 
house is unusual architecturally because it is one of the few 
Colonial Revival style residences in the east end and still 
remains in the same family. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in ofder of importance.) 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement __ _ 

Government . Military --------

Religion Social/Education ------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates}. 

1912 Ventura Co. Historical Atla 
1903-1952 u.s.G.s. Map 
Interviews with Helen Griggs and 
Paula Hughes, 2-85 

4-85 22. Date form prepared _ _,,,,,...._ _________ _ 
By (namel Judy Tri em 
Organization Cultura l Heritaqe Board 
Address: 8 d 0 S. Victoria i'ive. 
CitY Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: 654-39 7 6 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prorninent landmarks I: 

[}NORTH 

71.l.<kr 
Sclu111/ 

I 



State of California - The Resources Agenc•1 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER__ NA _6_ SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: A 11/299040/38153200 

C D 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name: 

Walter Scott Hughes Property 
2. Historic name:--------------------------------------

3. Street or rural address: __ 4_4_6_2_T_h_a_c_h_e_r_R_o_a_a ______________________ _ 

Cit Ojai vie. z· 93023 Co ty Ventura 
'-----------------~ 1p__________ un --------------

4. Parcel number: __ 2_9_-_0_2_0_-_0_6_0 _____________________________________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ P_a_u_l_a_H_u....;.g_h_e_s _____________ Address: __ s_a_m_e ________ _ 

Citv ______________ Zip ____ ownership is: Public ______ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: --------------------same 

DESCRIPTION Vernacular cottage 
7a. 
7b. 

Ar<:hitectural $tyle: 
Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 
This single story rectangular shaped residence rests on .a raised 
foundation covered by a lattice weave skirt. The low pitched gable 
roof extends in saddleback fashion over the rear of the building 
and a shed roof covers the open front porch supported by square 
columns. The house is covered with wide shiplap siding and the 
interior has high ceilings with tongue and groove wood siding. 

, .... H ~·: •• ·; •.J " 
J • ":") ..... - '• -

• '.!"ii' 

.. 
8. Construction date: 1 9 0 0 

Estimated X Factual __ _ 

I-. ~ 

¥ 

··""-e~· ,.·ljjjf· .. , . . '<' • • 
... ~ ... · !Ir ,r.. • 

• :t. . I 
• f • ... 

.. 

Of'R 523 (Rl!V.~/79) 

.. .. .· 

....... .. .. , 

. . . 
.. 

9. Architect -i..DuO.tJOw;;;e ______ _ 

10. Builder 1mknowp 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

Frontage Ofo/h -----­
or approx. acreage-- --- - -

12. Oate(s) of enclosed photograph(s) 

2- 85 

183 



13. 

14. 

Condition: 

Alterations: 

Excellent __ Good __JL Fair--.... Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

The windows have been enlarged in front 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than on1t if necessary) Open land --~cattered buildings __ Xoensely built·UP __ 
Residential __!_Industrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known-,!.Private development_ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

x 
1 7. Is the structure: On its original site? Moved? Unknown?----

Mature trees, thick stone walls and stone borders 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural imPOrtance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house is significant as one of the few remaining houses 
built before the turn of the century in the east end. In 1910 
and later, Albert and Jennie Parkhurst lived in the qouse. Mr. 
Parkhurst was l isted as a gardner and also worked for the Ojai 
Valley Country Club. The house was also lived in by Walter and 
Paula Hughes. Mrs. Hughes said it was built as a caretaker's 
house. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads. and prominent landmarks): 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of importance.) 

UNORTH 
Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------­
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----
Government Military ---------
Religion Social/Education ------

21. Sourcas (List books, documents. surveys, personal interviews 

22. 

and their dates). 

Interviews with Helen Griggs and 
Paula Hughes, 3-85 
City Directories, 1910-1917 

4-85 
Date form prepacgd -------------­

By (name) Judy Triem 
0 · t" Cultural Heritage Board 

rganiza ion 800 S. vlctori.a-Ave. Address: ______________ ._..,...,....,...,.,,..... 

City Ventura Zip 93009 
~oM: 654-3976 



Stete of Califomia - Tks Resources Aqenc;y 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HABS-,-

1
HA-

29
e

9
R'Ml"l"rn.

8 
N3R~ SHL __ Loe __ 

UTM: AJ.. /;?. .i.~v1 .J 15 ov B 
. c 0 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:----------------- ------------------
2. Historic name: _ _ E_m_1_· l_y __ s_p_1_· _c_e_r_R_e_s_i_d_e_n_c_e _____________ ___ _____ _ 

3. Street or rural addreu: __ 4_4_8_8_T_h_a_t_c_h_e_r _ R_o_a_d ____ _____________ ___ _ 

Citv __ O_J-..' _a_i __ v_i_· _c_. ________ Zip 9 3 0 2 3 County __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 0_2_9_-_0_-_0_3_1_-_1_1_5 _________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ H_i_l_d_e_..g""a_r_d_e_D_. _c_h_a_r_l_t_o_n ______ Address: __ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

Citv ______________ Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Sing:le family residenceriginal use: __ s_a_rn_e _____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Craftsman Bungalow 7a. 
7b. 

Architectural style: 
Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or $tructure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

This irregular shaped residence has a low-pitched hip roof with 
exposed rafters under the eaves. The lower half of the house is 
covered with stone and the upper portion with shingles. The 
casement· windows are multi-paned, and there are leaded glass 
windows in the rear. The front porch has been enclosed with 
screens. 

8. Construction date: 1910 
Estimated X Factual ---

9. Architect ....i.N:uo .... n.......,e ____ _ _ 

10. Builder Passi hly ,,.alil'86; 

T,ec:: l j A 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

12. 

Frontage 13 6 1 
Depth 2 7 Q 1 

or approx. ar.reage ------

Oate(sl of ench~$ed photogr'"3h(sl 

3-85 

DPR 523 (Re\Pw 4n91 184 



13. Condition: Excellent _Good __!_Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

t4. Alterations: 
Enclosed screen porch 

15. s~rroundings: (Check more than onft if neces.'lary) Open land ~Scattered buildings ___.,ZDensely built·up __ 
Residential _A_tndustrial __ Cof\lmereial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known_ll.Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

x 17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ _ Movedi' __ _ Unknowni' ___ _ 

Mature spruce trees, oaks, eucalyptus 
18. Related features: -------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, eventS, and persons associated with the site.} 

The house is significant as an excellent example of a craftsman 
bungalow. The stonework on the foundation is the product of a fine 
stonertlason. Miss Emily Spicer ownea the property about 1912, but it 
is not certain if she had this house built. She lived in a smaller 
house north of this residence, which she leased out. She taught 
pre-school through fourth grade. Many Thacher Foad children attended 
the school as well as the children of families staying at the Pierpont 
Cottages. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads. and prominent landmarks): 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one Is 
checked, number in order of importance.} ~NORrn 
Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------­
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement----
Government Military 

Religion S<Xial/Education ------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

22. 

3-85, Interview with Helen 
(Thacher) Griggs 

City Directories, 1916-22 
1912, Ventura Co. Historical Atl s 

Date form prepared _4_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (name) ,Judy Triem 
Organization Cnlti1ral Heritage Board 
Address: 800 So . Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone=~-•6-5~4~--...3.9~7"'-L.L6--~~~~~--~ 

A 
~ 

{Hite,, € te ~p 

l 
~ 

fl 

~ 
~ 
\) 

~ 



State of Catifornie - The Resources Agency 
OEPAFtTMENT OF PAA KS ANO AECAEATION 

HISTORtC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION None 

Ser. No. 
HABS __ HAER __ NR k_ SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: A J 1 /2991 40/381 5400 B 

c 0 

1. Common name:~----------------------------------
Emily Spicer School/Residence 

2. Historic name:------------------------------------

4572 Thacher Road 
3. Street or rural address:---------------------------------

Ojai vie. 93023 Ventura Ci ________________ Zip _______ County ____________ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 0_2_9_-_o_3_i_-_o_9_5 __________________________ _ 

Barnaby B. Davi'dson P o Box 3446 5. Present Owner: ____________________ Addre5$: ___ • __ • _______ _ 

Citv Berkeley Zip 9 4 7 0 3 Ownership is: Public Private ----- ------x 

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: __ s_a_m_e _____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Craftsman Bungalow 
7a. Architectural style: 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical d1JSCription of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condition: 
This board and batten bungalow has a very high stone f9undation 
that includes a cellar. Rafters extend under the low pitched gable 
roof. The casement windows are combined with some windows that 
slide into the wall. The interior of the house is quite small in 
scale except for the addition on the north side whose interior has 
high pitched open ceilings. A screened in porch was an addition on 
the south. 

C,R 523 (Rat. ·41791 

Construction date: 1914 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect unknown; ad di ti on, 
1950s, J.R. Davidson 

10. Builder Possibly James 
Leslie· 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

Frontage Oepth----
or approx. acreage ...,, ..... 9 .... 1.__ ___ _ 

12. Oate(s) of enclosed photograph (s) 
3-85 

185 



13. Condition: Excellent _Good _X'_ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: 
Room added on north and screened porch on south 

1 S. Surroundings: (Check more than on!! if necessary) Open land --~cattered buildings __ fuensely built-up __ 
Residential _2_.lndustrial _Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known.-2£.Private development_ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: 
x 

On its original site? Moved? Unknown?----

18. 
Mature trees, oaks, stone borders, secluded surroundings 

Related features:-----------------------------------

SIGN1FtCANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (Include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.} 

The house has a long and interesting history. It was built 
about 1914 for Emily Spicer who owned two other houses on the 
property. Miss Spicer, a world traveler who settled in Ojai, 
was a teacher and held class in this house for preschool through 
third grade. Miss Spicer was a very small woman, and the house 
was built on a small scale inside to suit her needs. In the 
1950s the prominent architect, J.R. Davidson, purchased the 
house and added a large studio on the north. He and his wife 
Greta retired to Ojai, and Mr. Davidson died in the house. It 
is still owned by the Davidson family. The house is 
architecturally interesting, having maintained its integrity 
over the years. It . was possibly built by local builder, James 
Leslie. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement __ _ 

Government Military --------
Religion Social/Education ------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their datesl. 

Locational sketch map {draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

~NORTH 

Interview with Helen Griggs, 3-8~; 
Gisela Maier, 3-85; Biographical 
file, Ojai Museum; Cty & Co. Dir~ 
ectories, 1916-1934 

4-85 
22. Date form prepared -------------

By (name) Judy Triem 
0 i t . Cultural Heri tane Board 

rgan za ion BOO S. victon.a"".Ave. 
Address:------..-----------...._. ........ ....-
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: 654-3976 



State of California - The R&$ources Aqencv 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HfSTOAlC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAeR __ NA 1Q_ SHL -- Loc­
UTM: A 11 /299360/3815580 B 

• C D 

IDENTIFICATION Casa Vieja 
1. Common name: ----------------------------------

Halleck Leff erts Residence 
2. Historic name:-----------------------------------

4695 Thacher Road 
3. Street or rural address:--------------------------------

Ojai vie. 93023 Ventura Cit ________________ Zip ______ eounty ____________ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 1_4_-_1_1_0_-_1_4_0 ___________________________ _ 

5• Present Owner: _A_n_s_o_n_T_h_a_c_h_e_r ___________ Address: __ s_o_2_. s __ T_h_a_c_h_e_r_R_d_._ 

City Ojai Zip 9 3 0 2 3 Ownership is: Public Private ----- --------x 

s. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: __ s_a_m_e _____________ _ 

OESCR IPTION 
7a. Architectural style: 

Shingled California Bungalow 

7b. Briefly describe the present physical dfJSCription of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: · 
Irregular in plan, this single story residence has a lo~ pitched 
hip roof with two gabled dormer vents. The house is recessed back 
on the north side with a separate hip roof wing on far north side 
attached by a flat roof. A carport is attached on the south side. 
Wood rafters are exposed under the wide eaves. The recessed front 
porch has a low pitched shed roof supported by square wood columns 
and wood steps. The house is covered with wood shingles and has 
both a stone chimney and a shingled wood chimney. Windows are 
multi-paned casement. 

OPR 523 IR~. "4n91 

8. Construction elate: 19 21-2 2 
Estimated ___ Factual X 

9. Architect _.:;;u;.;.;n;.;.k;;;.;n~o::;..w=n ____ _ 

10. Builder unknown 

11. Appro.x. property size (in feet) 

Frontage °.f ~t~ !'"""· ---
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

12. Oate{s) of enclosed photogra'l)h(sl 
1-85 & 3-85 

186 



13. 

14. 

Condition: 

Alterations: 

Excellent ..lLGood __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

Carport added 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onll! if necessary) Open land 2scanered buildings ~Densely built·up __ 
Residential ~Industrial __ Commercial ___ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known ....!.Private development__ Zoning _ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project__ Other: 

x 
17. Is the structure: On its original site? Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Redwood tree, rock walls 
18. Related features:-------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates. events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house was built for the new headmaster of Thacher School, 
Halleck Lefferts, in 1921-22. Mr. Lefferts was the first to 
replace Sherman Thacher, who had been headmaster since he first 
founded the school in 1890. This house remained the 
headmaster's house until 1970 when it was moved ~o its present 
site on Thacher Road. It then became the residence of Anson 
Thacher, former headmaster of Thacher School and son of Sherman 
Day Thacher. The Thachers call their home Casa Vieja. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 
A ch . 2 . Jrom 

21. 

22. 

r ltecture Arts & Leisure -------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----
Government Military 

Religion ----- Social/Education ------

Sources (list books, documents. surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Makepeace, Sherman Thacher 
Interview with Anson and Helen 
Thacher, 2-85; Thacher Library, 
1940 Insurance Survey 

5-85 
Date form prepa(!ld ..---...... ~,,,,.,...---------

By (name) .Judy Triem 
Organization Cultural Heri taqe Board 
Add a a a s. v1ctor1a Ave. 

ress: Ventura "p 9"3"ITTTT 
City 41 

Phone=-~-6-5_4_-_3_9_7_6~~~------

~ 

\ 



State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ NA _6_ SHL _ Loe_ 
UTM: All/292420/3815540 B 

. C D 

IDENTIFICATION David Lavender Residence 
1. Common name:~---------------------------------

2. Historic name: __ D_a_v_i_d_L_a_v_e_n_d_e_r_R_e_s_i_· d_e_n_c_e ___________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: 4 771 Thacher Road 

Citv __ O_J_· a_i_v_i_c_. ---------Zip 9 3 0 2 3 County __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 1_4_-_l_l_0_-_0_4_0 ___________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ L_a_v_e_n_d_e_r_T_r_u_s_t __________ Address: __ 1_1_9_0_S_o_._V_i_c_t_o_r_i_· a_ 

Citv __ V_e_._n_t_u_r_a ________ Zip 9 3 00 3 Ownarship is: Public _ ___ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: _ ... s;,,;a""'m"""""'e _____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Modern 7a. Architectural style: 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from iu 

original condition: 

This irregular shaped single story residence has a very low pitched 
gable roof with exposed wide decorative jagged rafters and wide 
overhang. The front door and glass side lights reach ceiling 
height. The house is covered with stucco siding, and on the west 
side is a screened in wood porch. The large brick chimney is 
located on the west side. The carport is attached to the house by 
a stucco wall on the west side of the facade. A separate guest 
house is attached to the carport. Windows are aluminum fixed, and 
louvered glass and doors are sliding glass in rear. 

CPR 523 {ReY-. 4ns1 

Construction date: 19 5 8 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

Architect Henry Eggers r guest 
house, Michael Head, 196 

Builder 1mk po'ltm 

Approx. properw size (in feet) 

Frontage Olpth----
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

:i;,.i't~~~~ 12. Oate(sl of enclosed photogrctph(sl 

1-85 

187 



13. Condition: Excellent LGood __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: 
Room added to carport 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ~Scattered buildings ~Densely built·UP _ 
Residential _Llndustrial __ Commercial_ Other: 

16. Threau to site: None known L_Private development_ Zoning _ Vandalism 
Public Works project__ Other: 

x 17. Is the nructure: On its original site? __ _ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

brick planters, stone borders, concrete block wall 
18. Related features:-------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house was designed in 1958 by San Marino architect Henry 
Eggers for David Lavender. Mr. Lavender is a well-known writer 
of California and Western history who began teaching English at 
Thacher School in 1943. He has published 25 books on Western 
and California history including articles for Arizona Highways. 
Born in Telluride, Colorado, he was raised on a ranch and later 
graduated from Princeton and completed one year of graduate work 
at Stanford. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of Importance.) 
Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure __ ! ____ _ 
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ___ _ 

Government Military ---------
Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources (List book1, documents, survey~. personal intervieW1 
and their dates!. 

Interview with Mrs. D. Lavender, 
1-85 and 5-85; David Mason, 5-85 

22. Date form prepared _s_-_a_s _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization Cul tura 1 Herq:a qe Boa rd 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone; 6 5 4 - 3 9 7 6 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

~NORTH 



State of California - The Aetour~s Agertcv 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDeNTIFICATJON Thacher Residence 

Ser. No. 
HASS_ HAER__ NR 'l no SHL L 

::l.J...:JJ;!. -- OC--
UTM: A J J /29950Q.,L381 5480 B 

. c 0 

1. Common name:------------------------------------------
Sherman Day Thacher Residence 

2. Historic name:------------------------------------

~ suettMru~~d~u: __ 4_8_3_l_T_h_a_c_h_e_r __ R_o_a_d _____________________ _ 

Cit Ojai vie. z· 93023 Ventura ------------------- 1p ___________ County ______________ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 1 _4_-_l_l_0_-_0_3_0_& __ 1_4_-_l_l_0_-_1_3_0 __________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: Helen Thacher Griggs Address: __ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

City------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public ____ Private ___ x __ __ 

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: same ------------------
DESCRIPTION 

1895 

t 1. Approx. property size (in feet} 
Frontage 2 8 9 ' Depth 2 2 4 1 

or approx. acreage _____ _ 

12. Date(sl of enclosed photograph(s) 
1-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent X Good __ Fair_ Deteriorated_ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: Part of the house (later additions) have been remoyed 
and remain at the Thacher School. 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onl! if necessary} Open land --~cattered buildings __ Xoensely built·up _ 
Residential __!_Industrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threzitz to site: None known ~Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 

Public Works project__ Other: 

x 
17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ _ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Mature trees 
18. Related features:-----------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

20. 

The house was designed in 1895 and completed in 1896 for Sherman 
Day Thacher as a wedding present to his wife Eliza Blake. 
Thacher had started a private school for boys and the house was 
built on campus. It was designed by Sherman's brother, Edward, 
who had studied architecture at Yale and L'Ecole des Beaux Arts 
in Paris. Edward was living next door to the school and running 
the Topa Topa Ranch. The.house was designed to take advantage 
of ~he breezes, with the porch styled after the Japanese theory 
of openness. Almost every room had an outside door. six 
~hildren grew up there, so several additions were made. On the 
interior is a double brick fireplace and built-in bookcases. 
The house was originally located at the school and moved to the 
present location in 1953. Two sections of the house were left at 
the school and are still used. M~terials were scarce during WW 
II so everything was saved. 

Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement __ _ 

Government---- Military -------­
Religion Social/Education------

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streett, roads, and prominent landmarks) : Li NORTH 

2t. Sources (list books, documents. surveys, p&rsonal intervieW$ 

22. 

and their dates). 

Interview with Helen Thacher, 2-~5 
Makepeace, Sherman Thacher 
Fry, Patricia, The Ojai Valley 

5-85 Date form prepar..§d ..,............,..,...,... ____________ _ 
By (name) Judy Tri.em 
0 · · Cultural Heritage Board 

rganization 800 S. Victcria-Ave. 
Address: 
City ~---v--e_n_t~u-r-a----·~~Z-ip~~9~3-c ....... 0~9-

Phona :~~-6_5_4_-_3_9_7_6 __ ~-----------



State of California - Tiie Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PAA KS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ • NR .3rL SHL __ Loe __ 
UTM: All/299500/3816100 sll/300100/3815900 

Cll/300160 /38J.5500 oll/299340 /3815500 • 

IDENTIFICATION Thacher School 
1. Common name:-----------------------------------~ 

Casa de Piedra School - Thacher School 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------

3. Street or rural address: __ s_o_2_s_T_h_a_c_h_e_r __ R_o_a_d _____________________ _ 

Cit __ o_j_a_i_v_i_c_. _________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ county __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 1_4_-_1_:3_0_-_0_4_0 __________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ T_h_a_c_h_e_r __ s_c_h_o_o_l ___________ Address: __ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

Citv ______________ Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ X __ _ 

6. PresentUse: School - private co-ed Originaluse: Private boy's school 
--------------------~ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: 

(See individual listings) 

7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

Located on rocky and hilly terrain next to the Topa Topa Mountains 
with a view of the Ojai Valley below, is a group of buildings that 
comprise Thacher School. Of the approximately 70 structures, only 
30 are included in this survey. These buildings, including faculty 
residences, school classrooms, dormitories, library and 
sports-oriented structures, range in building dates from 1896 to 
about 1954. Both orange and avocado orchards skirt the property in 
various locations. Styles of buildings range from both large and 
small redwood board and batten structures to Mission Revival, 
Spanish Colonial Revival and modern buildings. 

8. Construction date: 1896-present 
Estimated ___ Factual ---

9. Architect various 

10. Builder variour::: 

11. Approx. prope"¥ si:te (in feet I 

Frontage . 0~~'6---­
or approx. acreage-------

Oate(s) of enclosed photogr<?Phlsl 
11-84 

189 



13. Condition: Excellent ~Good ~Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

Various additions and modernizations 
14. Alterations: ------------------------------------ --

15. Surroundings: *Check more than one if necessary I Open land X Scattered buildings ~Densely built-up __ 
Residential __ Industrial __ Commercial _Other: SC'fiool and agriculture 

16. Threats to site: None known _:_Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

x x 
17. Is the structure: On its original site? Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Orange and avocado trees 
18. Related features:------------------------- ----------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

Thacher School, previously called Casa De Piedra School, was 
started by Sherman Day Thacher about 1890. Sherman had studied 
law at Yale and later came west to visit his brother Edward. 
Sherman liked Ojai Valley so much that he decided to stay and 
plant an orange orchard next to Edward's ranch. Sherman was 
asked to tutor a friend's son, and from that point on he became 
involved in teaching. More students were added, classrooms 
built, and the school quickly gained a reputation as a fine prep 
school for boys. The Pierpont Cottages got their start by 
providing rooms for Thacher School parents. Several fires 
destroyed many early buildings, but several,. remain to provide 
visual remnants of the school's history. Several buildings were 
designed by prominent architects including Arthur Benton and 
Carlton Winslow. Within the last ten years the school has 
become coeducational. 

20. Main theme of che historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, numbe.2 in order of importance.)· 

Architecture Arts & Leisure ---- -­
economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ---
Government Military - ----...... --
Religion Social/Education - ----

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Makepeace. Sherman Thacher 
Interviews with Helen and Anson 
Thacher, 2-85i Thacher Library-1 
.Insurance Survey; Arch. Drawing 

5-85 
22. Date form prepar.ed =-,.,,,,.,,~=--------­

By (name) ...iudy Tri ern , 
Organization Cu ltura l Her itaqe Boa r d 
Add 

eoo s . v1ctor1a Ave . 
ress·-.................................... ----~~----....... ..--

City • ventura Zip 930 09 
Phone: _ _ 6_5_4_-_3_9_7_6 _ ___ ____ _ 

Locational sketch map ldraw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks) : Li NORTH 

40 



CAMPUS MAP ' 
1. Athletic Facilities 
2, Casa de Piedra Dorm 
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THACHER SCHOOL 

#4 Outdoor Chapel 

This hillside area was designed as a World War I Memorial. 
It is a pergola made up of six stone columns connec ted by 
heavy wooden beams. Paving stones form the walkway. A 
bronze placque identifies the site which is now used as a 
place for meditation . 
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#5 Stable Area 
Horseman's Residence 

Orignally a portion of this house was part of Chapparel 
Cottage, the original Thacher house built in 1896. Today it 
serves as the residence of the man who takes care of the 
horses. 

It has a flat roof and is irregular in shape. The orignal 
part is covered with shingled siding and has multi-paned 
double hung windows. Part of the house is covered with 
clapboard siding and has aluminum framed windows. 
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#5 Stable Area 

Twichell Barn 

This is the second Twichell barn built in 1938. The first 
barn was torn down. This single story barn has three wood 
frame sections divided by two stone sections. The hay is 
stored in the higher gabled roof stone portions. Rafters are 
exposed under the eaves and the entry to the stone barn has a 
slight radiating arch. Square openings in the wood barn have 
a overhang above supported by brackets. Wood siding is 
vertical boards. 

193 



THACHER SCHOOL 

Smith Barn 

This long rectangular barn has a sidefacing gable roof with a 
center high front gable roof. The building is constructed of 
board and batten siding except for the center stone portion. 
Rafters are exposed under the broad eaves which extend across 
the front of the barn supported by stone walls and wood 
square columns. 
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Hunt Barn 

This long wooden barn has a side facing gable roof whose 
center section is a raised hip roof. This portion was used 
for storing the hay. Rafters are exposed under the eaves and 
the tall opening has segmented arch. Wood siding is vertical 
boards. The barn was named for Margaret Clark Hunt, who was 
in charge of teaching riding at Thacher during the early 
1900s and was responsible for buying and selling the horses. 
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THACHER SCHOOL 

#6 Outdoor Theatre 

In · 1907 Sherman Thacher saw the need to have a Greek-styl e 
amphitheatre for plays, school exercies and lectures. This 
location .was chosen by Andrew Wolfenden, teacher and 
bookkeeper. It was the ideal setting with its natural 
setting and rugged boulders near a stream bed surrounded by 
Oak trees. A stone bridge crosses the creek to the far side 
of the amphitheatre. Massive stone boulders are arranged in 
a semi-circle on the hillsid e for use as the individual 
seats. The boulders are separated by stone aisles. A large 
flat dirt area is used for the stage. 
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#12 - The Dodge House 

This two-story Craftsman House was built for Thacher School 
math teacher, Alvord Dodge. The prominent Pasadena 
architect, Myron Hunt, designed the house in 1906. It was 
built on Thacher Road west of the school. In 1946 it was 
moved to the school campus and attached to the Upper School 
Dormitory. This was done because of lack of materials to 
build new housing during World War II. 

The large two-story residence has a low pitched gable roof 
with· exposed rafters under the eaves. A shed roof covers the 
front porch with cut out beams and rafters underneath. The 
porch doors have been altered. The windows are impressive 
with leaded glass on main front windows with 16 lights. 
Upstairs are some multi-paned 16 light wood windows. 
Decorative wood moulding surrounds the windows with a tapered 
look. The upper story is covered with shingles and the lower 
portion is medium clapboard. In the rear is an offset 
two-story gabled wing with a sleeping porch on top. 
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#12 - Upper School Dormitory 

Perhaps the second oldest building on campus, the Upper 
School Dormitory was designed in 1911 by prominent Los 
Ange le s architect, Arthur Ben ton , who designed the Miss ion 
Inn in Riverside. This prominent three-story shingled 
building is built in an irregular shape. Two prominent 
gabled wings extend from the main section creating an open 
U-section in the center where the prominent arched main 
entrance is located. The recessed entry is reached by 
climbing several steps. Above the entry is a recessed 
balcony and topping the balcony is a Mission Revival parapet 
with the date 1911 and below it a classical frieze. The 
brick characters on horseback were apparently favorites of 
Sherman Thacher. He was very fond of Greek mythology and 
horseback riding was the major sport at Thacher. 

Windows are multi-paned double hung. The top floor has a 
separate hip roof and rows of mu 1 ti-paned windows . The 
foundation is concrete. The Upper School dormitory 
originally housed both faculty and students. The third floor 
was a recreation area. It is now a girl's dormitory for the 
upper grades. 
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#12a - Dormitory 

Near the Upper School dormitory is this small shingled 
building. Originally it was part of Sherman Thacher's family 
house, although built as a separate building next to the main 
house as the bedrooms for Mr. Thacher's sons. rt had been an 
early addition to the house and was removed at a later date, 
possibly when the main house was moved onto Thacher Road. 

It has a hip roof and exposed rafters under the eaves. Rows 
of multi-paned windows extend across the sides of the 
building. A flat-roofed addition near the entry appears to 
be stucco. 
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#13 Library 

Built in 1927 or 1928, the library was designed by the well 
known Santa Barbara architect, Carlton Monroe Winslow, master 
of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lefferts, former teacher and headmaster at Thacher, paid 
for the architectural drawings in hopes that "the library 
might be designed as well as constructed and become the 
pattern for later buildings at the school. The intent was to 
try and have the buildings someday become a "harmonious 
architechtural unit." 

The library was designed to blend with the Mission Revival 
Style building next to it and an arcade was built connecting 
the two. The stucco clad library is irregular in shape with 
a low pitched gable tile roof. The main feature is the large 
arched leaded glass window on both the front and side. The 
front gabled parapet has a small rose window with the large 
arched leaded glass window below flanked by decorative relief 
panels. 

In 1961 the Martha Lavender wing was added on the north. In 
1975 Rockrise and Associates added the large flat roofed wing 
on the south with the slanted gable windows. 200 
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#14 Admissions Office/Classrooms 

Built the same year as the Upper School Dormitory in 1911, 
this building was the main school bulding where Mr. Thacher 
had his office and classrooms were located here. It was also 
designed by Arthur B. Benton, Los Angeles architect, who 
specialized in the Mission Style and designed the Famous 
Mission Inn in Riverside. 

This building ref lee ts more of the Mission Style than the 
dormitory with its mission parapet, bell tower, and entry and 
arcade. The medium high gable roof extends over the building 
with its exposed beams underneath. A recessed walkw~y on one 
side of the building is supported by arched classical 
columns. This archway also connect to the libary on the 
south side.. 

The interi.or of the building has an impressive brick 
fireplace with repeating arch, carved brick design and 
classical frieze. The ceilings are open beam. Window 
treatments contain an unusual carved arch. Tall arched 
windows divided by pilasters are located on the north side of 
the building. A flat roofed portion of the stucco building 
is attached to the rear. 
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#15 - Fine Arts Center 
Anson s. Thacher Humanities Building 

This building was orignally built as the science building in 
1964 and designed by the Santa Paula firm of Wilson, Stroh 
and Wilson. In 1983 the building was renovated into the Fine 
Arts Center and dedicated to Anson s. Thacher. Architects 
for the renovation were Wilson and Conrad of Ojai. 

Primarily 
stories in 
runs along 
of steps. 
each story 

rectangular, this classroom structure is two 
the rear and one story in front. A metal balcony 
the rear of the stucco building with a double set 
Rows of windows appear along the upper half of 

and separate entries lead into the classrooms. 

202 



THACHER SCHOOL 

#15a - Storage Building 

Behind the Hong Quong Dormitory and the Music Box Building 
lies this small storage bulding. It was built prior to 1940 
and served as a music practice room called "The Band Box." 
It was originally used to hold chicken feed. 

It has a combination gable roof with hip roof extension and 
exposed rafters underneath. It is covered with stucco and 
has one double wood door and one single wood door. 
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#16 - Music Box and Practice Room 

The Music Box was originally built after 1940 as a music 
room. The grand pianos placed there at its opening still 
remain. It is uncertain who the builder or architect are but 
it may have been Austin Pierpont. 

The building has a shed roof with exposed rafters and shed 
roof over the entrance. A square bay window with shed roof 
is covered with board and batten siding. The building is 
constructed of brick or concrete block covered with 
whitewash. 
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#16a - Faculty Residence 

Orignally the infirmary, this building was constructed in 
1910 and the garage added in 1938. It was moved from the 
Chinese ql,larters, and the windows were change d to aluminum 
frame in front. 

It is a single story building with a hip roof wing in the 
north east corner. Siding is board and batten and some old 
windows are muti-paned. It is on a raised foundation with an 
open recessed porch across the front. 
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#17 - Hong Quong Dormitory 

This L-shaped dormitory originally was the residence of the 
Chinese employees who did all the cooking and janitorial work 
at the school. It was named for one man, Mr. Lee Quong, who 
worked here for many years and raised his family. The "Hong" 
was added because it made the name sould like "Hong Kong." 
Mr. Lee Quang requested the quarters be nearer the kitchen 
when they were built in 1933. It was converted into a 
dormitory in 1961, and that is when it took the name "Hong 
Quong." 

The building is primarily L-shaped with a combination low hip 
and gable roof. Some rafters are exposed under the eaves. 
There are separate entries for the divided rooms. The 
building has stucco siding and wood framed windows. 
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#18 - Student Union Building 

Originally built as a laundry, this building was constructed 
about 1920. In 1938-39 additions were made and the building 
was converted into a classroom called the L-classroom. In 
1977 the L-classroom was converted into the Student Union 
Building by Henry Dreyfuss Associates. 

Rectangular in shape, this single story structure is on a 
slight hill with wood steps and wood deck. Windows are 
multi-paned wood framed and siding is stucco. A door has 
been painted over a window on the west side. Two large 
pepper trees provide shade and one extends up through the 
deck. 
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#19 - Chapel and classrooms 

The building was origninally known as the Hughes Laboratory 
because the money for its construction was donated by 
millionaire Howard Hughes who had been a Thacher School 
student. The builder in 1936 is supposedly Austen Pierpont. 
The building was originally a science laboratory but in 1965 
the western portion was converted into a non-denominational 
chapel designed by George Livermore Associates. 

Located on a gently sloping hill, the classroom portion of 
the building has a tile gable roof with shed roof over the 
arched arcade on the south side. The chapel portion of the 
building, on the lower slope, is taller with a tile gable 
roof and high Mission-style parapet with an arched opening to 
include a bell. A recessed circular window lies directly 
below the bell and a planted retaining wall crosses in front 
and opens out on the south side to a patio flanked by a 
raature pepper tree. Stone steps and mission tile on patio 
tie in directly with the classroom and library to the 
southeast creating a unified archi tectura 1 theme with the 
Mission and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. 
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#20 - Faculty Residence 

Attached to the Middle School Dormitory on the north side is 
the original Morgan Barnes Residence. It was built about 
1904 for Thacher teacher Morgan Barnes. 

This bungalow residence has a medium gable roof with two 
offset front gables. Exposed beams and lattice .work vent are 
found under the gables. Siding is both clapboard and board 
and batten. The house is on a raised foundation and has a 
stone front patio surrounded by mature trees. Directly north 
of the house is a path that leads up to the outdoor theatre. 
It was donated to Sherman and Eliza Thacher as a wedding 
present in 1896. 

209 



THACHER SCHOOL 

#20 - Middle School Dormitory 

Designed by Austen Pierpont and built in 1937 as the Middle 
School Dormitory on the site of the old Middle School 
Dormitory. 

This long irregular shaped two-story building is stucco on 
the lower half and board and batten siding on the upper half. 
Outside stairways and arched corridors lead to the outside 
room entrances. The second story balconies have wide 
overhangs. Windows are multi-paned and double hung. Stone 
foundation planters and low retaining walls surround portions 
of the building which is also shaded by mature eucalyptus 
trees. 
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21-23 Dining Room 

The dining room is the oldest building remaining on the 
campus. Built in 1895 after the first fire of 1895, it was 
designed by Edward Thacher with advice from Santa Barbara 
architect, Samuel Ilsley. It is a large irregular two-story 
building with a hip roof. Windows are multi-paned double 
hung and are arranged in rows across both floors. Above the 
main floor is a decorative pressed wood friez e in a ribbon 
design. Rafters are exposed under the eaves ana siding is 
board and batten. 

This building functions as both dining room-kitchen and 
administrative offices. Wings have been added and a pergola 
is located on the south side between this building and the 
auditorium. Originally the building served as the parlor and 
dining ~com-kitchen with upstairs as lower school dormitory, 
library and nurses' office. The building was renovated in 
1979, ana windows have been changed, stairways added, and a 
new section on the east side. The original large stone 
fireplace, guarried on the Gridley ranch, is still in the 
dining room. 
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#24 - Auditorium 

Built in 1959 the auditorium was designed by Austen P~erpont. 
It was built on the site of Sherman Thacher's mother's 
residence, designed in the shape of a Greek Cross. 

The auditorium is connected by a patio and pergola to the 
dining room. A combination of both one and two stories, this 
large, irregular shaped stucco building is built on sloping 
ground so that the main floor is raised with another floor 
below cut into a portion of the hilly site. The low pitched 
gable roof of the main auditorium has a wide overhang with 
exposed beams underneath. The west side of the building has 
floor to ceiling windows and doors to take advantage of the 
view of the Ojai Valley below. An open deck with wood 
railing extends across this portion of the building. 

A single story wing on the north has a low gable roof with 
wide overhang over the porch. Large concrete or plaster 
relief panels of Greek mythological figures are found on the 
sides of this portion of the auditorium. 
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#25 - Development Off ice 

Originally this building was the home of William L. Thacher, 
brother of Sherman and teacher at the school. William was 
instrumental in starting the annual tennis tournaments in 
Ojai. He had been a championship tennis player at Ya le. 
This house was connected to his mothers house (the 
Greek-Cross shaped house) at one time. Built supposedly in 
1923, the builder/architect is unknown. 

The house has a medium gable roof with offset front gable 
which extends over the front entry. Windows are multi-paned 
and there are exposed rafters under the eaves. The house has 
been extensively altered with stucco siding over wood and new 
windows and entries. Stone retaining walls and stairway 
walls surround the building which is dominated by a large 
pepper tree. 
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#26 - Infirmary 

In 1953 Austen Pierpont designed this new infirmary which was 
completed in 1954. It was called the Elizabeth K. Chase 
Infirmary for Mrs. Chase who actively pursued getting it 
built. 

Built in the modern style this single story stucco building 
has a low pitched gable roof with recessed entry supported by 
wood posts. A bank of windows extends ·across the front of 
the building and reaches from about halfway up the building 
to the roof line. 
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#26a - Garage 

West of the infirmary is this stone garage with shingled hip 
roof and exposed rafters. A low stonewall and wooden pergola 
continue up the driveway. The stonework is similar to some 
of the earliest done on campus. The building may date to 
1910. 
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#27 - Cob Cottage 

This residence was built in 1934 for Anson Thacher and his 
new bride. Mr. Thacher, son of Sherman, later became 
headmaster about 1936. The name "cob" was given to it by Mr . 
Forest Tucker, a teacher at the school. It is believed that 
he named it "cob" for the small spiders that lived in the 
house. Irregular in plan, the house has three low pitched 
gable tile roofs at different levels with a shed roof over 
the porch on the south side. 

The building is constructed of native stone and stucco 
siding. Windows are double hung with louvered shutters. The 
house is located among mature oaks with rock borders. 
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#28 - Faculty residence 

This shingled bungalow was built about 1910 as a faculty 
residence. It has a medium gable roof with exposed rafters 
under the eaves. A gabled wing off the back is built with 
the same materials. Windows are double hung and casement 
with multi-panes. The entry doors are multi-paned french 
doors. The house rests on a wood foundation with vertical 
board skirt and has a brick chimney. · 
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#29 - Charles R. Horn House 

Built probably in the 1870s by Charles R. Horn, a farmer and 
ship's carpenter, this house and land was purchased by the 
Thacher School and used as a faculty residence. Horn worked 
at Thacher School as a carpenter and homesteaded 160 acres in 
the canyon which bears his name today. 

The original f~ont of the house is now the back. It has a 
saddleback roof and a recessed front porch. Original siding 
is wide shiplap. Board and batten siding was added later in 
addition to french doors and multi-paned windows when the 
porch was added. The house was enlarged across the back with 
board and batten and stucco siding and a new entrance added. 
Also, a slanted bay multi-paned window was added. A stone 
foundation and basement lie under the old portion of the 
house. 

An old board and batten garage with hinged door and pen are 
located northwest of the house. 
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12g Gymkhana Field & Grandstand 

The field and grandstand area were developed in 1927 with a 
donation by Frank Heppelfinger. The small grandstand has a 
low hip tile roof supported by large wood columns and heavy 
stucco walls. There are approximately four rows of seats, 
graduated in height, with aisles at each end and in the 
center. 
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State of California - The Resources Ag1ncy 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

Ser. No. 
HABS __ HAER NA 6 SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: A 11/301TifQZ38129SOB 

-------~ C D HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION None 
t. Common name: -----------------------------------

Joe Thompson Residence 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------
3. Street or rural address; 

High Winds Road 

Citv Ojai vie. Zip 93023 Ventura _______ County--------------

4. Parcel number: 30-150-050 

5. Present Owner: Highwinds Ranch Associates Address: 26802 Rolling Hills Rd. 
--------------------~ 

Citv Palos Verdes Zip 90/.74 · Ownership is: Public ------Private ___ x __ _ 
6. Present Use: Sing le family residence iOriginal use: 

weekend retreat -------------------
Single family residence 

DESCRIPTION California Bungalow 
7a. 
7b. 

Arch itectural style: 
Briefly describe the present phy$k:al dt1$Criptlon of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
·original c::ond ition: 
The unusual saddleback roofline sweeps down on the north. side to 
cover a side screened-in porch. The front porch ha s been enclosed 
on the north side and screened in over the rest with a flat roof. 
The house was built on a stone foundation. Some aluminum and glass 
windows and sliding glass· doors have been adde d. Siding is 
clapboard primarily with some board and batten sid ing on front 
porch. 

•• .1 
._ 'i t . ~ I,; ..... . . .~ 

'· ,. 
i . •' 

Construction date: 1 9 1 0 
E$timated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect ...:.::U.:.:n~kilJ;n.£,:o.:.;wu..w.n ____ _ 

10. Builder unknown 

1 1. Approx. propertv size (in feet) 
Frontage O,eptfl .... ---
or approx. acreage ~ • .l ~ 

Oate(sl of enclosed photograph (s) 

4 - 85 

2 20 
OPR 523 IRtw. 41791 



13. Condition : Excellent __ Good _.x.._ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence _ 

14. Alterations: Concrete block wall added 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land JScattered buildings ~Densely built·UP __ 
Residential __ Industrial __ Commercial __ Other : 

16. Threats to site: N1me known.lLPrivate development __ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 

Public Works project __ Other: 

x t 7. Is the !tructure; On its ori9inal site? __ _ Moved? __ _ Unknown?----

Stone retaining walls, stone borders, mature trees 1a Related features:-------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events. and persons associated with the site.) 

20. 

The restroom building, rock wall, picnic tables, and other 
improvements were made to Dennison Park by members of the c.c.c. 
Camp during the Great Depression about 1932. There were several 
C.C.C. (Civilian Conservation Corps) camps throughout the 
County, part of the Federal Government's plan to put the 
unemployed back to work. Most of the C.C.C. camps were made up 
of youth and there were 18 camps in the Los Padres National 
Forest, one near Lions Canyon north of Ojai. This 13-man crew, 
called Piedra Blanca, was made up of black youths. They were 
the group responsible, no doubt, for the work done at Dennison 
Park. Over 32 acres of park land was donated to the County by 
the Dennison family in 1924. 

Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of importance.) 

Architecture ____ Arts & Leisure -------

Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----

Government X Military -----------
Religion Social/Education ------

Locational sketch map {draw and label site and 

'""oundlng rtmn, rn•d•. •nd o•ominoo~~~~~~' 

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys. personal interviews 
and their dates). 

22. 

Star-Free Press, June 20, 1982 
Interview with Bill Bowie, 3-85 
Fry, Patricia, The Ojai Valley 

Date form prepared _5_-_8_5 __________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization C111t11ra1 Herj tage Board 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone = ~--6~5~4---.....3-9~7~6,._ ________ ~ 



State of California -The Resources Agenc:y 
OEPARTMSNT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER NA _6_ SHL L 

~ -- OC--
UTM: A ll/297800J3811920 s 

c 0 

IDENTIFICATION 1. Common name: __ F_l~y:.._i_n~g::.._H __ • __ R_a __ n_c_h ____________________________________________________ __ 

2. Historic name: _....;H_.;..• .;..J...;•_...;D;;....;.e.;.n...;n_1;;.· ..;;;s_o_n ___ R_a_n_c __ h ________________________________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: _ _;_7..;;;8...;;8....;7....;0.;...=.j.;;;a...;i;;.-_S;;;..;;;a;.;;.n;..t;..a:.._.:;.P...;a....;u;;.;l;;.a~..;;;R.;.;o;...;a;..d.;;;..... _______________ _ 

Citv._ __ o_....j_a_i ____________ Zip 9 3 O 2 3 county ____ v_e;..n;.....;;t....;u....;r;..a _____________ _ 

4. Parcel number: _...;;.3.;;.5_-...;0;...;3;;...;.0_-.....;;0....;1:..0;;;...._ ___________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: _ _.J .... o....,..e......,,.F_e ... d ...... e.-l..,.e...._-__ F_l_,y._1 ... • n__.q.......,H .... ..._ ... R...,a_.n...,c ... h __ ~-Address: ___ P::...:.•...;;;O;...;•;.....;B=o-x;......;1 ... 1;;;... __ _ 

Citv _ ....... T ... a-.r-..-z ... a .... n-.a ..... _____________ Zip 913 5 6 Ownership is: Public -----Private ___ _.:X..:,.._ __ __ 

6. Present Use: .....,R_a_n;.:.c~h;.... _______________ Original use: _ _.:;;R~a::.:n~c=hu.l...:r::;.;e=s:...:i~d;:;;e=n~c::.:e::--____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: Colonial Revival 
7b. Briefly describe the Pf'flSent physical d'1$Cription of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condhion: 

The main two story house next to this Colonial Revival house was 
torn down. The Oldest remaining Dennison family house has been 
vandalized. It has a main hip roof with a recessed front porch. 
Siding is medium clapboards and there is a gable roofed wing on the 
south side whlch has a square bay window. There is a shed roof 
addition to the rear and a brick chimney. A vertical board skirt 
covers the foundation. 

a. Con~tr\JCtioo date: 190 3 
Estimated X Factual ----

9. Architect 17pkpowD 

. 1 O. Builder 1m "'n O'WJ:;l 

1,. 

12. 

Approx. proPert¥ size (in feet) 

Frontage D~th-----
or approx. acreage ____ O_O ______ _ 

Date(sl of enclosed photograph(s) 

5-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent __ Good __ Fair --X- Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

14. Alterations: Possibly two additions; pqrch enclosed 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land __A Scattered buildings __x Densely built·up __ 
Residential __ Industrial __ Commercial __ Other: ...;;).c::.L..c:.1.h.j,.10..!Jou..i.l---------------

16. Threats to site: None known-.X...Private development __ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project__ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On iu original site? __ X_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Large wood barn with metal roof, walnut orchard 1a Related features:---..;;...----------------~----------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

This bungalow style residence was probably built in the mid to 
late teens. In 1912 Hugh B. Thompson owned the property. He 
was also listed as a farmer in the 1898 City Directory. It is 
not certain if he built this farmhouse and outbuildings. 
However, the ranch house and barn are significant in that there 
are fewer than a dozen of these properties remaining in the 
Upper Ojai. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure -------
Economic/Industrial _ Expl9ration/Settlement ___ _ 

Government , Military ---------
Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources {List books. documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates}. 

Cty. & Co. Directories, 1898-191 
1912 School Atlas, Ventura Co. 

22. Date form prepared --'5;:;;.......-....;:8....;:5'----------
8y (name) Judy Tr:i em 

Organization Cnlturiil UQ;r;itilg:Q 'iOilX'Q 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Aye. 
Citv Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: --G.....,.5 ... 4...,-..,.3._9...,71.1:G---------

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads. and prominent landmarks): 

U NORTH 



State of California·- Tne Resources A<Jency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECrlEATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HABS __ HAER __ NR _3_ SHL _ Loe __ 

UTM: A 1J /299540 /3812350 B 
C D 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:------------------------------------

Upper Ojai Valley School 2. Historic name: ______ ;;__ ____________________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: __ 8_9_5_0_0_.;.j_a_i_-_s_a_n_t_a __ P_a_u_l_a __ R_o_a_a __ -_H_i_· g..-;;_h_w_a...;y;;,___1_5_0 _______ _ 

Cit-. __ o .... j_a_i_· _v_i_c_. _________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ Countv __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcalnumber: __ o_3_5_-_o_4_0_-_0_2_s __________________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ L_e_s_l_i_e __ s_l_a_d_e ____________ Address: ___ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

City-------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public -----Private ___ X __ _ 

6. Present Use: Single family residence original use: __ s_c_h_o_o_l ____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 1880s wood frame school house with Victorian detailing 
7a. 
7b. 

Architectural style: 
Briefly describe the present phy$ical description of the site or structure and describe any major alteration$ from its 
original condition: 

The front portion of this residence is the original school 
building. This portion has a main high pitched gable with an 
off set gable where the main school door used to be. Two dormer 
windows punctuate the steep roof line on both sides. The wood 
windows are tall and narrow with shelf moulding. Siding is wide 
shiplap. The small peaked gable over main entry has been removed 
and double glass doors replace the wood door. The present 
entrance, which was the addition for a theatre, has multi-paned 
French doors. The long. rectangular addition across the rear has a 
shed roof and shiplap siding. 

8. Construction date: 18 8 4 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect --!n.;..:. o~n~e::;:..... _____ _ 

10. Builder unknown 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

Frontage Dj_Pth----
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

12. Date(sl of enclosed photograph(s~ 

5-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent _x_Good __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: Theatre portion added on ~ear; later converted to residence 

16. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land ~Scattered buildings ____,Z Densely built-up_ 
Residentiai -X_lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known .JL.Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown?----

Mature oak, orchards 
18. Related features:-----------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state histori<:al and/or archi_tectural importance (include dates, events. and persons associated with the site.I 

The building is historically significant as the first 
schoolhouse built in the Upper Ojai Valley about 1884. In 1943 
the district joined the Summit School and closed the schoolhouse 
permanently. It was then.remodeled and an addition put on the 
rear for use as a theatre. For a time it was known as the High 
Valley Theatre where an "outstanding repertory company" known as 
the Chekov Players, performed during the 1940s. Among the well 
known actors were Woodrow and Erika Chambliss. Later the school 
and theatre was converted to a residence. The Robinson family 
donated a portion of their land for the school. The school 
teacher's house was moved and attached to the Robinson's house 
after it was no longer used as a school. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of importance.) 
Architecture X Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement __ _ 
Government Military--------
Religion Social/Educ3tion 1 

21 . Sources (List books, documents. survey$, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

~NORTH 

Biographical material, Ojai Muse m 
190~ u.s.G.s. Map 
Interview with Mrs. Bliss, 4-85 
Fry, Patricia

8 
The Ojai Valley 

22. Date form prepared -"'5'--_.;....;;..5 _________ _ 
Sy (name) Judy Triem 
Crganization CnJ tiira J Hez:j tage ~n;:a"l"'rl 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Citv Ventura Zip 93009 
Phort9: --1.1.6-i5~4t..;;;-;..3..,9 ....... 7 ... 6..._ ________ _ 

• I 
0~1· :SANTif.lt. PAii~ 1Z1>. 



State ol California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER NA _3_ SHL L 

~ -- OC--
UTM: All/299580J3811580 B 

c D 

IDENTIFICATION Captain Robinson Residence 
1. Common name: __ .;;....---------------------------....----~ 

Captain Robinson Residence 2. Historic name: __ _...;;;..... _______________________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: __ 9_0_2_B_O_J=-· _a_i_-_s_a_n_t_a_P_a_u_l_a __ R_o_a_d ________________ _ 

Cit ...__o __ j_a_i ____________ Zip 9 3 o 2 3 County __ V_e_n_t_u.....;.r~a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 3~5~-~0_4~0~-.....;.4~3~5;__ _______________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ B_l_i_· _s_s_F_a_m_i_l_Y....__R_e_v_. __ T_r_u_s_t ______ Address: _......;s;;;..;;;;a.;;;m;.;;e;._ ______ _ 

City-------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ X=---

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: __ s-...-a .. m ... e.__ ____________ _ 
and ranch 

DESCRIPTION 
1870s wood frame farm house 7a. 

7b. 
Arch itecttJ ral style: 
Briefly describe the present physical descriptkJn of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

This board and batten cottage on a raised wood foundation has a 
medium gable roof and is irregular in shape. It has been altered 
from the original several times. Originally there was a porch 
across the front which was enclosed by the extension of living 
room. A shed roof was added on the east side. Windows have been 
added and are primarily double hung, some with multi-panes. One of 
the doors has recessed panels. The brick and stone exterior 
chimney was built in the 1930s. Some aluminum windows have been 
added on the west side. A small schoolteacher's house was added to 
the rear of this house and was once located near the old 
schoolhouse near the main highway. 

8. Constn.iction date: 1 8 7 0 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

Architect ......i.n.r..iao~nu.;e.._ _____ _ 

10. Builder unknown 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

Frontage orHtt 
or approx. acreage 9 • 7 4 

12. Date(s) of enclosed photograi;in(s) 

4-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent _Good __ Fair __ Deteriorated --X No longer in existence 

14. Alterations: 
Several additions over the years 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary} Open land JScattered buildings~ Densely built-up __ 
AMidential _Llndustrial __ Commercial __ ·_Other: _.l?i~g.,,,....r_.i .... c.,1 .... 1.._l .._t ... u ... r_.e"'-------------

16. Threau to site: None known..lLPrlvate development __ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

Mature oaks, barn, shed 
18. Related features:-----------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.} 

20. 

The ranch and buildings are significant as the only ranch owned 
in the Upper Ojai by the original family -- the Robinson Ranch. 
It was purchased, with the house already built, by Captain 
Richard Robinson in 1874. Robinson, a sea captain from Maine, 
had spent his life working for the wealthy shipping firm of Snow 
and Burgess. He retired to Ventura County and purchased close 
to 2,000 acres of land in the Santa Ana and Ojai Valleys. He 
lived in Ventura and let his son Charles Robinson live on this 
ranch and run it. They raised apricots, prunes and olives. To 
the east of this ranch lived Richard Robinson, Jr., brother of 
Charles. Various family members have lived on the ranch, adding 
to it over the years, and various crops have been raised 
including oranges. Helen Robinson, the mail carrier during the 
1920s for the Upper Ojai, lived he~e for many years. Since 1952 
Shirley Robinson Bliss has lived ~~e-:------------------, 

Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Archite<:ture Arts & Leisure -----­
Economic/Industrial ....2.... Exploration/Settlement __ l __ 
Government Military--------
Religion Social/Education-----

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

UNORTH 

21. Sources (List books, documents. surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Mrs. S.R. Bliss, 
Fry,· Patricia, The Ojai Valley 
Thompson & West, Histories of 
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counti s 

22. Oate form prepared ------------­
By (name) Judy Tr iem 
Organitation Cu 1tnra1 . Herj tage Boa ra 
Address: BOO S. Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: _ __.6.,_.5~4---3.9.7......,6.__ ________ _ 

\ 
h""'~ ... 0 ... 

~~'-••' ho14 w. 
~4i-fi,) .... 

·. 



CAPTAIN ROBINSON RESIDENCE 

School House Addition 

"The Robinson family donated a corner of their property for 
the first Upper Ojai Valley School in 1884. This small 
building was the school teacher's house. When the school was 
no longer used, after 1940, this building was moved back and 
added to the Robinson residence. 
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CAPTAIN ROBINSON RESIDENCE 

Robinson Barn 

This skeleton is all that remains of the redwood barn built 
by Charles w. Robinson in the 1880~. 
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State of California - The Resources Agency 
OEPAATMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ NR __6__• SHL __ Loe __ 

UTM: AlJ /299970/38J J 8GO B 
. c 0 HISTORlC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:----------------------------------~ 

Richard o. Robinson Residence 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------

3 S I d 
9340 OJ' ai-Santa Paula Road 

. treet or rura ad ress: ----------------------------------

Clt __ o_j_a_i_· ------------Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ County __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 3_5_-_0_4_0_-_4_4_S __________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ n_o_n __ &_B_e_t_t_y_D_e_B_u_s_s_c_h_e_r_e ______ Address: __ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

Citv ______________ Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Single family residence Original use: 
ana rancfi ------------------

same 

DESCRIPTION California Bungalow 
7a. 
7b. 

Architectural style: 
Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

The low pitched side facing gable of this single story residence 
has a hip roofed extension on the east side. Both east and west 
sides have slanted bay windows. The house is covered with shingles 
on the lower half and narrow clapboard siding on the upper half. 
The front door is multi-paned and windows are a combination of 
fixed and casement with wood moulding. The house. is on a raised 
concrete block foundation and has a brick chimney. At the rear of 
the house is a shed roof addition with concrete block on lower 
half. 

.. ,.. ~ .... ··. 

..r .. •,....,, :....,.._.., . ._~;. 

' 

8. Construction date: 1915 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect unknown 

12. 

Suilder unknown 

Approx. propert¥ size (in feet) 

Frontage Dap.fh---
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

Date(sl of enclosed photogr<rph(sl 
4-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent _Good ~Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

14. Alterations: Shed roof addition on sou~h side 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land .._.XScattered buildings ___x Densely built-up __ 
Residential J_lndustrial _ Con:imercial __ Other; ....1.A,.,.g~r....1i..1.c .... 1..1..1 l....,t.._u._.r_.e=-------------

16. Threats to site: None known ~Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism 
Public Works project__ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On iu original site7 __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Mature oaks, walnut orchard, walnut packing shed, barn ta Related features:-----------------------------,--------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly .state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house is historically significant as part of the Robinson 
family ranch. Captain Richard Robinson purchased several 
hundred acres in the Upper Ojai in 1874. His sons Charles w. 
and Richard O. lived next to each other and raised apricots in 
the early days. Captain Robinson lived in Ventura. The 
original Robinson house where Charles Robinson lived is directly 
west of this property. This house was built by Richard o. 
Robinson in about 1915. Later, in the 1930s, Edward w. 
Fredericks farmed this property. An old metal walnut packing 
shed is still being used. 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

20. Main the.me of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) Li NORTH 

Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _l_Exploration/Settlement __ _ 
Government Military--------
Religion Social/ Education -----

21 . Sources {list books, documents, surveys. personal interviews 
and their dates). 

22. 

Interview with Shirley Robinson 
Bli·ss, 3-85 

, City & Co. Directories, 1916-38 
1897 & 1912 Property Maps 

Date form prepared _5_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (namet Judy Tr iem 
Organization Cultnral Heritage Board 
Address: 800 S. Vi ctoria Ave . 
Citv Ventura Zip 9 3 O O 9 
Phone : __ 6 ...... 5~4~-~3.9.....,7~6.__ ________ _ 



RICHARD O. ROBINSON RESIDENCE 

9340 Ojai-Santa Paula Road 
Walnut Packing House 

This rectangular shaped building with medium gable roof is 
constructed of concrete block and corrugated metal. 
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Sta'te of California - The Resources Ag•ITCY 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HABS __ HAER NA 6 SHL __ Loe __ 
UTM: All/30121TI1lf81244"0"[3" 

~-------~ c 0 

IDENTIFICATION Lazy s Bar Ranch 
7. Common name : -------------------------------------

John Pinkerton Ranch 
2. Historic name:--------------------------------------

1 sue~mru~~dNu: __ 1_0_4_3_8_o_j_a_i_-_s_a_n_t_a_P_a_u_l_a __ R_o_a_a ________________ _ 

City-._o_j_a_i_v_i_c_. _________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ Countv __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a _______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 3_5_-_0_4_0_-_3_1_5_:_3_5_-_0_4_0_-_2_5_S ___________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ A_r_t_h_u_r __ J_._w_e_i_s ____________ Address: __ s_a_m_e ________ _ 

City-------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Ranch I residence Original use : __ s_a_m_e ______________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 1870s farmhouse with Victorian detailing 
7a. 
7b. 

Architectural style: 
Briefly describe the presentphysica/ description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

The medium high gable roof has a shed roof extension off the rear 
a nd an intersecti ng front gable. The screened in porch has been 
enclosed on the west side. Under the eaves are boxed beams and 
frieze. Siding is wide shiplap. Wood windows are double hung with 
six panes each. There is a basement under the house and the 
foundation is of stone. 

Construction date: 1870 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect ....:;n~o::::;n=e..._ _____ _ 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 
Frontage D1UJtb....,...---

~ .~g 
or approx. acreage-------
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13. Condition: Excellent __ Good __ Fair __ Oeteriorated ____x No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: 
Entry changed 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land 2Scattered buildings~ Densely built-up _ 
Residential __ Industrial _ ·_eorrimercial __ Other: Office - agriculture 

16. Threats to site: None known _K_Private development__ Zoning __ Vandalism 
Public Works project _ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On iu original site? __ _ Moved7_x __ Unknown?----

Ranch buildings 
1a Related features:-------------------------------------

SIGN IF I CANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.} 

The building is significant as the first school located in the 
Summit area of the Upper Ojai. It was built about 1910 and was 
located across the street from where the school today is now 
located. In 1955 it was moved to Carl Hoffmeister's ranch and 
has been used as an office. The earliest school was built in 
the Upper Ojai in 1884 on land donated by the Robinson family 
and is used as a residence today. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more Jhan one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture Arts & Leisure ------­
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----
Government Military ---------
Religion Social/Education X 

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Carl Hoffmeister, 
5-85·, and James Davy, 4-85 

22. Date form prepared _S_-_a_s _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization Cu 1tura1 Heritage Boa rd 
Address : 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone: 654-3976 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads, and prominent landmarks): 

~NORTH 



State of California - The Resources Aoencv 
OEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

H1STOAIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

I DENTI F !CATION Boccalli Ranch 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ NR _..ia,_ SHL __ Loc-
UTM: A11/302540/3Bl266P B 

0 

1. Common name:~---------------------------------~ 

James Bracken Ranch 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------

3 S I dd 11675 OJ' ai-Santa Paula Road . treet or rura a ress: _____ _.:. __________________________ _ 

Cit-.._o_j_a_i_v_ic_. _________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ counc:y __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: __ 3_0_-_o_7_o_-_2_4_o __________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ o_r_._w_a...;y;;.._n_e_B_o_c_c_a_l_l_i ________ Address: __ s_a_m_e_. --------

City-------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private ___ X __ _ 

6. Present use: Ranch/residence Original use: __ R_._a_n_c_h....;/;.__r_e_s_i_· d_e_n_c_e....;/....;w_i_n_e_r_y ____ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: 

Pre-1900 farmhouse with modest classical detailing 

7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

The house is irregular in plan with a main high intersecting front 
gable with boxed beams and frieze. A hip roof extends over the 
porch, supported by square columns. The siding is wide shiplap and 
board and batten. Windows are double hung with shelf moulding. 
The house rests on a stone foundation and windows have six lights. 
The front door is paneled. The floor of the porch is a single 
large stone slab. The house also has a brick chimney. 

·~ 

8. Construction date: 1B7 5 
Estimated · X Factual __ _ 

9. Architect .....!.n~o~n~e~------

10. Builder unknown 

11. Approx. i:>ropertv size On feet) 

Frontage Di~%fl----
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

Oate(s) of enclosed photogrcrph(sl 

4-85 
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13. Condition: Excellent __ Good __ Fair __ Deteriorated --X No longer in existence __ 

14. Alteration$: Lean-to addition in rear 

1 S. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land .......A Scattered buildings ---X. Densely built-up __ 
Residential .....,X_lndustrial __ Commercial _Other: ... 8.,.g~r_.j...,c_1..,1_.l_.t...,1 ... l r......,.e..__ ___________ _ 

16. Threats to site: None known .J:L.Privata development__ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x __ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

ta Related features: __ w_i_· n_e_r_y_, _n_e_w __ r_e_s_i_d_e_n_c_e_,_c_i_s_t_e_r_n_,_w_e_l_l _____________ _ 

SIGNI Fl CANCE 
19. Briefly statll" historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and p~rsons associated with the site.) 

The ranch is significant historically because it is believed to 
have been owned originally by James Bracken, a farmer, in 1875, 
whose holdings included approximately 240 acres. Also on the 
property is a winery, a cistern and a well. It is uncertain if 
Bracken had the winery first. A Frenchman, Mr. Krutchet, 
supposedly operated the winery in the 1920s. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure ------­
Economic/Industrial _L Exploration/Settlement ----
Government Military 

Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources {Lin books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates!. 

Interview with James Davy, 4-85 
Co. ~ City Directories, 1875-191 

22. Date form prepared _5_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (name} Judy Trj em 
Organization CP] tuv-al ·Heri taae Board 
Address: 800 S. Victoria ""Ave. 
City Ventura Zip 2JQ09 
Phone: 6 S 4-3 9 '16 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): Li NORTH 



BOCCALLI RANCH 

Winery Building 

Originally L-shaped, this stone base and wood winery was 
built against the side of the hill on three terraces in a 
grove of Eucalyputus trees. One remaining portion has a shed 
roof. Part of the large building has collapsed. The doors 
are hinged. A Frenchman, Mr. Krutchet, is said to have 
operated this winery in the 1920s and 30s. According to 
local residents, several illegal wineries operated during 
prohibition times. The winery is across the field from the 
original Bracken house. 
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BOCCALLI RANCH 

Cistern 

This is the remains of an oval cistern built of brick and 
concrete located a short distance from the winery. 
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State of California - The Resources Aqencv 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO AECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ NR _6_ SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: Alll30258Q(3812640 8 

c 0 

IDENTIFICATION None 
1. Common name:~----------------------------------

L.M. Hardison Residence 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------
3, Street or rural address: __ 1_1_6_8_7_0~j_a_i_-_s_a_n_t_a __ P_a_u_l_a __ R_o_a_d _______________ _ 

Cit'<,.., __ o_j_a_i_v_i_· c_. _________ Zip __ 9_3_0_2_3 ___ County __ v_e_n_t_u_r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number : __ 3_0_-_0_1_0_-_1_o_s __________________________ _ 

s. Present Owner: __ B_e_n_e_l_l_e __ H_._R_o_b_i_n_s_o_n ________ Adclress: __ s_a_m_e _______ _ 

City------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public -----Private ___ x __ _ 

6. Present Use: Sing le fami ly residence original use: __ s_a_m_e _____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: 

1880s farmhouse 

7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: . 

This rectangular shaped single story residence has a medium gable 
roof with shed roof extension over the porch with square wood 
support columns. The house rests on a stone foundation and is 
covered with shingle siding. Windows are narrow and double hung. 
Decorative wood trim is found on the fascia boards. Both the 
shutters next to the windows and the shingle siding were no doubt 
later additions. .A tall brick chimney with corbelled edge 

_penetrates the roof ridge. 

DPR 523(Rev~1:fn9> 

I 

' .1 ' ~ ......._ 
8. Con$truction date: 18 8 0 

E$timated X Factual ---

9. Architect ~n~o~nw,;e::......------

10. Builder unknown 

11 . Approx. propert:y size (in feet) 
Frontage 1 6 0 ' Depth 2 0 0 ' 
or approx. acreage - -----

12. Oate(s) of enclosed photogr;rph(sl 

s-as 
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13. Condition: Excellent __ Good _Fair --X. Deteriorated __ No longer in existence _ 

14. Alterations: Shingle siding 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land _._ZScattered buildings __..ZDensely built·up __ 
Residential _x._1ndustrial __ Cof'tlmercial __ Other: 

16. Threau to site: None known-X...Private development_ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

Mature trees 
18. Related features:-------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
t9. Briefly state historical arid/or architectural importance (include dates, events. and persons associated with the site.) 

The house is significant 
farmhouses built about 
property in 1912 and had 
built the house. 

because it is one of the few remaining 
1880. Lowell M. Hardison owned the 
a ranch here, but it is uncertain if he 

20. ·Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.} 

Architecture X Arts & Leisure· - - - ---­
Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement ----
Government Military---------
Religion Social/Education - -----

21. Sources (List books, documents. surveys, personal interviews 
and their datesl. 

Interview with Ken Robinson, 5-8 
County Directories, 1910 
1912 Historical Atlas 

22. Date form prepared _ 5_-_8_5 _________ _ 
By (name> Judy Triem 
Organization Cultura l He rit aqe Board 
Address: 800 S . Victori a -Ave. 
Citv Ventura Zip 93009 
Phon• = -~-6-5-4----3~9-7 ...... 6 _____ ~----

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets. roads. and prominent landmarks) : 

~NORTH 



Stats of California - The Resources Agenc:v 
OEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ . NR _L_ SHL __ Loe_ 
UTM: All/J02700L3812660 B 

. C D 

I OENTI F !CATION 1. Common name: ~N~'~o~n~e;.._ ______________________________ _ 

2. Historic name: _ _;;.;A;.;;1;.;.b;..e=.r..;;t;....;;H;;;.o=.f.;;;f;.;;.rn;.;..;e;..i;;;;.· ;;;;.s..;;t..;:e;.;;r;._R;;;.;.;;e..::s;..;i;..d;;;.e=n..;:c;..;e:;._ ________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: _...:1:.;::.l.;;;8..:::0;..:1:..._0::::..i.i.;;;a;.;;i:..-...:S=a;.:;n;..;t;;.;a;;......:.P.;;;a:..::u::.:1.:.a~.:.R:..:O:;..;a.:.d=----------------­

Cit'("'"-..;O;...J""'' a.1 ... · -----------Zip 9 3 0 2 3 County __ ~v~e~n~t~u:::.;:;.r~a:..... _____ _ 

4. Parcel number: _..:3::.:0~-~0...:.7~0:...-...:2::.;6~5---------------------------

5. Present Owner: _..;:G;:..;e;:;;.o:.:.=.r..::g~e=--N=a~s~h~------------Addreu: _ ___.s ....... a.,m..,e...._ ______ _ 

City-------------- Zip ____ Ownership is: Public _____ Private __ _..... __ _ 

6. Present Use: Resigeps;:j:t/rapch Original UH: -· -~s..,.awm~e.._ ____________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
1890s wood frame farmhouse 7a. Architectural style: 

7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 
original condition: 

The centrally located high-peaked gable is a distinctive feature 
together with the off set gable over the front porch. There is 
shelf moulding over some of the windows, a portion of which have 
been converted to aluminum framed windows. The house rests on a 
concrete perimeter foundation and has a concrete porch rail. 
Siding is a combination of shiplap and clapboards. The house has 
had several additions including an early one on the front west side 
and a later addition in the rear. 

OPR 523 IAefi~/79) 

8. Construction date: 18 9 6 
Estimated :.; Factual __ _ 

9. Architect -· .+l::i~O~:R:i..Q~------

10. Builder Albert Hoffmei;:ater 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 
Frontage Oepth----
or approx. acreage 5 • 8 9 

12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(sl 

4-85 

239 



. 
13. Condition: Excellent _Good __ Fair _..,x._ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: Several additions to side.and rear, solar panels on roof 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onP. if necessary) Open land ~Scattered buildings ____xoensely built-up __ 
Residential .......L.lndustrial __ Con:tmercial __ Other: _A~q..1r_iuc.;.1u.1.1.l.1.t..1.n"'-'r1...1ei;....~----------

16. Threats to site: None known..lLPrivate development__ Zoning __ Vandalism 

Public Works project __ Other: --------------------------

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ x_ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ----

Barn, sheds, apricot orchard, mature trees 
18. -Related features:---------...;..-------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The house and ranch buildings were built by Albert Hoffmeister 
about 1896 and later. Hoffmeister had come to Ojai from 
Germany. He built one room of the house first and added on as 
needed. He raised apricots, almonds and prunes. The house is 
significant as belonging to one of the pioneer ranching families 
in the Upper Ojai. Carl Hoffmeister, son of Albert and Marie, 
still ranches in the Upper Ojai across the road from his 
parents' old ranch. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked. number in order of impon:ance.) 

Architecture Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial -X..Expl~ration/Settlement __ _ 

Government Military --------
Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with Carl Hoffmeister, 
s~ss 

County Directories, 1916-1926 

22 Date form prepared __:5:;..-~8.;;;5 _________ _ 
By (namel Judy Triem 
Organization Cnl tural Herj tage Poard 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Citv Ventura Zip 93 009 
Phone:~-~6~5~4~-~3.9~7~6;i..._ _______ ~~ 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

~NORTH 



ALBERT HOFFMEISTER RESIDENCE 

Barn and pens on ranch built by Albert Hoffmeister. The tall 
barn has a medium high gable roof with a shed roof over the 
pens. It is covered with board and batten siding and has a 
metal roof. 
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Stat• of California - Tiie R1uourc:es Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 
HASS __ HAER __ NA _6_ SHL __ Loe __ 
UTM: All /302980/3812660 8 

D 

3. Streetorrural-address:~l999 Ojai-Santa Paula Road 

Cit ~_O...;J;;..·a_i ___________ Zip 93023 County __ v....;.e_n_t;..u;..r_a ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: _...;3;;..0;;,.-.....;.0...;7_0:;..-.......:.0..::3...:5:..._ ___________________________ _ 

5. Present Owner: __ K_._B_._H_a_l_l ______________ Address: _......;s;..a=m...;e;.._ ______ _ 

Citv ______________ Zip ____ ownership is: Public _____ Private __ ...;X=-=---

6. Present Use: Ranch & residence Original use: _...:s::..a::.m= e;.._ __ _... _________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Board and batten farmhouse, ca 181' 0 
7a. Architeetural Style: 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical dttSCription of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from Its 

original condition: 
Built in an irregular shape, the front porch has been extended and 
enclosed with screens. The house has a medium gable roof with shed 
roof additions in the rear. Wood moulding h as a sligh t rounded 
curve at the top over the windows. Exposed ra fters are found under 
the eaves with a lattice weave v~nt underneath the gable. The 
house has a corbeled brick chimney. 

Dl'R 523 (Ra11. '4/79t 

Construction date: 1810 
Estimated X Factual ---

Architect ~nu.O.LIP~e=-------

10. Builder Possibly C:R•rl~s 
Stutsman 

3"!«i~i;j 11. Approx. property size (in feet) 
Frontage De~th ___ _ 
or approx. acreage __ 4 _ _ __ _ 
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State of C411ifornia - The Resourcu Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

Ser. No. 
HABS __ HAER __ NA _6_ SHL __ Loe __ 

UTM: All/302980/3812660 B 
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY C D 

Charles Stutsman Ranch 
2. Historic name:------------------------------------

3. Street or rural -address: __ 1_1_9_9_9_0_.::;.j_a_i_-_s_a_n_t_a_P_a_u_l_a __ R_o_a_d _______________ _ 

Citr......_O...;J;..' a_i ___________ Zip 9 3 0 2 3 County __ v_e.;._n...;t;..;u...;r;...a.;._ ______ _ 

4. Parcel number: 30-070-035 

5. Present Owner: K.B. Hall ____________________ Address: _ _...;s;;..a;;;;.m;;.;.;.:e;.._ ______ _ 

City Zip ____ ownership is: Public -----Private ___ x ____ _ 

6. Present Use: Ranch & residence ______________ Original use: _...;s;;;..a;;;.m;.;.;..;;e------'----------

DESCRIPTION Board and batten farmhouse, ca 18VO 
71. Architectural style: 
7b. Briefly describe the present phy:sicaJ d1JSCription of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condition: 
Built in an irregular shape, the front porch has been extended and 
enclosed with screens. The house has a medium gable roof with shed 
roof additions in the rear. Wood moulding has a s 1 igh t rounded 
curve at the top over the windows. Exposed rafters are found under 
the eaves with a lattice weave vent underneath the gable. The 
house has a corbeled brick chimney. 

DftR 523 (Rn. 1'179> 

Construction date: 1810 
Estimated X Factual __ _ 

Architect ~n~ou.n.l.lie;;;.._ _____ _ 

10. Builder pac::si bl y Charl9'& 
St11tsman 

~~~~r4! 11. Approx. property size (in feetJ 
Frontage De~th----
or approx. acreage __ 4 ____ _ 
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13. Condition : Excellent _Good __ Fair __..x,._ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

14. Alterations: _v_a_r_i_o_u_s __ a_d_d_i_· t_i_o_n_s __ o_v_e_r __ t_h_e ..... ...:y:....-e_a_r_s ________________ _ 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than onii if necessary) Open land ---X.Scattered buildings ..J. Densely built-up __ 
Residential J_lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: ..r.A::ug~r ..... i ...... c ..... 141 l.._t......,,,.11 .... r..ce:..-__________ _ 

16. Threats to site: None known.x._Private development __ Zoning __ Vandalism _ 
Public Wo,ks project -- Other: 

17. Is the structure: On its original site7 __ x_._ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

1 a Related features: __ A..;;p_r_i_· _c_o_t_o_r_c_h_a_r_d.....;..,_..;;p:....1_· t_t_i_n...;g;;___s_h_e_d....;_, _m_a_t_u_r_e__.:;p_e...;p::...p=--e_r_t_r_e_e_s__;_, ---­
outbuildings, mature grapevines 

SlGNIFICANCS: 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.} 

The ranch is significant because it is the only or one of a few 
apricot ranches left in Ventura County. It was occupied as a 
ranch in the 1890s by Charles ~tutsman and reportedly built by 
Stutsman. In 1904 it was owned by- Steve Person and later the 
Edwards family owned it. In 1914 it was purchased by Henry 
Hess, a cousin of the Hoffmeisters and a German immigrant. He 
planted the present orcha~d. In 1955 the Hall family purchased 
it and still own it and operate it as an apricot ranch. During 
harvest season in June and ~ruly, pickers would come from all 
over and camp on the ranch. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture ? Arts & Leisure ------
Economic/Industrial _]_Exploration/Settlement __ _ 

Government Military --------
Religion Social/Education------

21. Sources {List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Interview with K.B. Hall, 4-85 
1912' School Atlas; City Direct­
ories, 1898-1910i L.A. Times Hom 
Magazi~~, 9-28-75, 8-31-80 

22 Date form prepared .....::5:....-_8=5 _________ _ 
By (name) Judy Triem 
Organization CnJtux:aJ lle:dtage Board 
Address: 800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Citv Ventura Zip 93009 
Phone:~ __ 6_.._5M4~--3~9 ...... 7~6-----------

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

/'>,NORTH 
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K. B. HALL RANCH 

#2 - Sulphur shed, railroad tracks, and 
pitting shed 

This rectangular shaped building in the front is made of 
board and batten siding and has a low gable roof. After 
sulphuring, the apricots were spread on trays in the field 
next to the shed to dry. The track was used to transport the 
apricots from the main road to the pitting shed in the 
distance behind the tree. These buildings were constructed 
about 1914 by Mr. Hesse, who started the apricot operation. 
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K. B. HALL RANCH 

#3 - Barn 

The board and batten barn has a two-story center section with 
high gable roof and a one-story shed roof attached on each 
side. Doors are on hinges. The barn was built about 1890, 
with later additions. 
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K. B. HALL RANCH 

#4 - Outhouse 

This rare surviving outhouse is board and batten covered with 
a shingled gable roof. A small window vent and door are a 
major part of the tiny building. 
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K. B. HALL RANCH 

#5 - Windmill, Tank Tower, and Shed 

The tank house with hip roof is made of stone and wood. The 
shed is of wood and metal. 
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K. B. HALL RANCH 

#6 - The Hired Hand's House 

This small board and batten cottage has a gable roof, windows 
and a hinged door. It was built about 1920. 
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Administra tion Office 
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